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PREFATORY REMARKS. 


No complete Administration Report having been furnished 
for 1874-75, the present Report deals with the two years 
1874-75 and 1875-76 together. 


The report has been compiled in accordance with the 
instructions of the Government of India contained in Resolution 
No. 1,674-90, dated 12th May, 1873; and, as it is the first 
Administration Report for the Province since it was constituted 
a separate Chief Commissionership, endeavours have been made 
to render the permanent chapters sufficiently complete for 
the purpose of future reference. Much of the information 
requisite for these chapters, having been already embodied in 
the Bengal Report for 1872-73 (Assam being then included 
in Lower Bengal), has to some extent been reproduced here 
from that source, with such alteratiqns and additions as seemed 


necessary to bring it up to date. 


Every effort has been made to confine the report within 
the narrowest possible limits ; but it is hoped that all necessary 
information will be found to have been supplied. 
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PART I. 


GENERAL SUMMARY. 





1. Looxtne at the events of the two years under report 
from the point of view of the general 
masses of the people of the Province, it 
may be pronounced that the period has been to them one 
of fair average prosperity. They have been spared the 
experience of any of the more memorable incidents which 
mark an era among such communities,—famine, severe 
adage wee political disturbance, or new taxation. The seasons 
ave been generally favourable, and the harvests, on the whole, 
sufficiently plentiful. The deficiency which occurred in some 
districts in one of the two annual rice harvests was counter- 
balanced by a better yield in the succeeding crop, while the 
other principal staples produced in nearly every case a full 
average outturn. 


Seasons and harvests, 


2. The condition of the people during these two years 
may be described as fairly good. There 
is little actual poverty in this Province; 
land is to be had in abundance ; the seasons are, generally, favour- 
able to agricultural operations ; the revenue assessment is light; 
and the prices of labour rule high. In some districts, during 
the period under report, a partial failure of the crops caused 
some unpunctuality in meeting the Government demand ; but 
nowhere was there even the slightest appearance of distress. 


Condition of the people. 


3. The health of the people was better during the first 

of these two years than in the second. 

In 1874, cholera, which may be said to be 

endemic in Assam, was more than usually prevalent in most 

parts of the Province; a bad type of small-pox prevailed ; and an 
S 


Health of the people. 
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unusually large number of deaths occurred from fever. The 
year 1875 was, on the contrary, a rather healthy year. <A 
large number of persons were carried off by fevers. But there 
was an almost entire absence of cholera; the few cases which 
occurred were, generally speaking, isolated and sporadic. Small- 
pox did not prevail to any great extent, and, where it did 
appear, it was by no means of a fatal type. | 

For the rest, the events which have to be chronicled 
are-almost exclusively details of administration. In briefly 
noticing them here, the order observed in the body of the 
report will be followed. 


4, The changes in administration which took place 
Changes in administration,  auring the period under review were 
either general, political, administrative, or . 

connected with the revision of district and internal boundaries. 


The constitution of the Chief Commissionership had been 
effected under a proclamation dated the 7th February, 1874 ; the 
district of Sylhet being added under a proclamation dated 
the 12th September following. But the practical commencement 

of the existence of the Province as a separate Administration 
may be said to date from the period included in this Report. 


Shortly after the constitution of the Chief Commissioner- 
ship, the seat of Administration was transferred from Gauhati to 
Shillong. 

The political changes to be noted during the period under 
review have been the extension of the provisions of the Inner 
Line Regulation (Bengal Eastern Frontier Regulation, V. 
of 1873) to the districts of Cachar, Lakhimpur, and Darrang, 
and the notification of an Inner Line in each of these 
districts; the passing of the Garo Hills Regulation, 1876, 
under the provisions of which the Chief Commissioner is 
able to control the action of foreigners in that district ; 
and the revision of the Rules for the administration of Civil 
and Criminal Justice and Police in the Gdro Hills, Khasi and 
Jaintiad Hills, and Naga Hills districts. 


The administrative changes were, the extension of the 
District Road-cels Act [Act X. (B.C.) of 1871] to the district 
of Goalpara; the introduction into all the courts of the new . 
rules framed by the High Court under the Court-fees’ Act 
(Act VII. of 1870); the re-arrangement of the judicial 
functions of officers in the Assam Valley; the formation of 
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the sessions division of Cachar; and the division of the Sylhet 
district into four sub-divisions. 


Under the fourth head come the re-adjustment of the 
boundary between Godlpdra and the Garo Hills districts, and 
the revision of the thannah and munsifi boundaries in Kamrup 
and Godlpara. 


5. In its purely political relations, this Administration has 
Relations with tributary states tO deal almost exclusively with frontier 

Bah eee ane tribes. It has no direct relations with 
any tributary States; but, in connection with the State of 
Manipur, sometimes questions, chiefly concerning boundaries and 
the action of Manipuri refugees who have sought shelter in 
British territory, come before the Chief Commissioner. Nothing 
of importance has occurred in connection with this State, 
except, perhaps, the arrest of Kaifa Singh, a Manipuri refugee, 
by the Deputy-Commissioner of Cachar in December, 1874, 
for planning a raid into Manipur. 

The frontier tribes with whom we _ have political 
relations are the Bhutids and cognate tribes, the Akas, the 
Duflias, the Miris, the Abors, the Mishmis, Khamptis, Phakials, 
Doanias, Singphoos, the Nagas, the Mikirs, the tribes of North 
Cachar, the Lushais, the Khasias, the Syntengs, and the Garos. 


Our relations with the numerous uncivilized races on our 
extended frontier during the two years under report, with the 
exception of some of the Aka tribes, the Dufflas, and the 
Nagas, have been eminently peaceful. With the Akas, there 
was some difficulty about their boundary with British territory, 
which, however, was satisfactorily adjusted by the district 
authorities. 


With the Dufflas more serious complications arose. 
A military expedition had to be sent against them in the cold 
season of 1875-76, to punish them for a raid made into our 
territory, and to procure the release of the captives they had 
carried away. The expedition was entirely successful, and the 
release of the surviving captives was effected. 


With the Nagas we have been brought into collision 
in carrying out the survey and exploring expeditions which 
have been in progress in those hills; and it is with much 
regret that the Chief Commissioner has to record the loss of 
the valuable lives of two British officers at the hands of those. 
savages. In February, 1875, the survey party in the eastern 
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hills, under the political charge of Lieutenant Holcombe, 
Assistant-Commissioner of Jaipur, was treacherously attacked 
by a party of Ndégas who had come into camp ostensibly for 
friendly purposes. Lieutenant Holcombe and eighty of the 
party were killed, and Captain Badgley (the = officer) and 
fifty men were wounded. As the outrage proved to have been 
a concerted attack, in which several neighbouring villages were 
implicated, a punitive expedition was at once sent against them, 
which destroyed the villages concerned in the massacre, and 
recovered the arms and plunder which the savages had carried 
off. 

The survey party which was operating in the same 
year in the western hills experienced some opposition, and was > 
attacked on two occasions, but without loss being suffered, or 
any serious obstacle to the progress of the work being met with. 


In the following year, while the remaining work of 
the survey was being completed, the political officer in charge 
of the party, Captain Butler, was speared by a Naga hiding in 
the jungle by the side of the path along which the party were 
proceeding. No overt attack on the party was made; and the 
remaining work of the survey was accomplished without any 
serious opposition: 


6. Operations of the Topographical, Trigonometrical, 

Revenue, and a Surveys have 
been in progress in various parts of the 
Province during the years under report, and have achieved 
considerable results. 


The work of the Topographical parties lay chiefly in 
the Naga Hills,—the survey and exploration of which, a work 
of considerable danger and difficulty, but one of the most 
importance and necessity, has now been accomplished. 


By the Trigonometrical party, considerable advances have 
been made in extending the triangulation to the head of the 
Assam Valley; and the positions of the neighbouring hill peaks, 
and adjoining points of importance, have been accurately fixed. 


Surveys. 


The Revenue Survey was principally engaged, with their 
_ main party in 1874-75, in completing some details of measure- 
ment and mapping in the Godlpara district; while a detached 
party was employed during both years in the survey of the waste 
land grants and revenue-free tenures in Darrang. The survey 
of these revenue-free holdings has involved the settlement of 
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countless disputes as to boundaries, and other claims, together 
with the commutation of scattered holdings into single blocks,— 
the successful adjustment of which is very satisfactory and 
creditable to the officers concerned. 


Important results in regard to the future development of the 
mineral resources of the Province were achieved by a scientific 
investigation of the coal-bearing tracts of Upper Assam, 
in the cold weather of 1874-75 and 1875-76, by Mr. F. R. 
Mallet, ¥.c.s., of the Geological Survey. Mr. Mallet examined 
and reported upon all the coal-fields at the foot of the Ndga 
Hills in the Lakhimpur ana Sibségar districts. His investiga- 
tions have established that large deposits of coal exist in this 
locality, mostly of excellent quality, and favourably situated for 
working, and requiring only increased facilities of transport to 
render a practically inexhaustible supply of the mineral available 
for the use of the steamer traffic on the Brahmaputra. 


7. In Assam Proper, with the exception of a few special 
tenures, chiefly waste land grants, the 
settlement is re-adjusted annually, through 
the instrumentality of the permanent fiscal establishment in each 
district, at certain fixed rates on the year’s cultivation. It was 
effected during the years under report in the usual manner, with 
the result of an increase in revenue of Rs. 31,966 in 1874-75 
and Rs, 17,785 in 1875-76 above the demand of the years 
respectively preceding,—owing principally to increase in the 
cultivated area. 
Besides the above, separate settlement operations were 
in progress of temporarily-settled tracts in Sylhet, and of a 
few unimportant estates in Godlpdéra. In Sylhet, the gradual 
revision of the settlement of a number of Government estates, 
both those known as the ilam mehals and others, has been 
going on for some years as the engagements successively fall in. 
air progress was made with these, considering the establishment 
available during the years under report; but the smallness and. 
scattered position of the estates first taken up necessarily makes 
the work very tedious, The large estates now remain, and the 
progress will be more rapid. It is anticipated that the work 
will be completed in about four more years. 


The re-settlement of the ilam mehals has resulted hitherto 
in a very large enhancement of the revenue, owing to the 
extension of cultivation brought to light by re-measurement; 


Settlements. 
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although the rates imposed are no higher than those ordinarily 
current in the neighbourhood. Among the other petty mehals, 
which are more fully cultivated, the increase in revenue is slight. 


Proceedings for the revision of the settlement of the 
Jaintia pergunnahs of Sylhet were also commenced in 1875. 
Measurement operations were set afoot in December, and pro- 
gressed satisfactorily till the following March, when the work 
was brought to a standstill, owing to the concerted opposition 
of the inhabitants of certain villages; but, upon the ringleaders 
being punished, the movement collapsed. It is expected that 
the work will take two more seasons to complete. 


8. Waste lands continued to be taken up for the cultiva- 
tion of tea during these two years under 
the rules then in force. 34,278 acres were 
purchased in fee-simple under the Sale Rules; 11,640 acres were 
taken up under ordinary revenue-paying pottahs; and 6,099 acres 
at favourable rates in Assam Proper; while 11,544 acres were 
taken up in Cachar under the special rules current in that 
district. The demand for land for the extension of the tea 
industry shows no signs of diminution. The average price 
realized in the fee-simple sales during these years was Rs. 8 
per acre; while the average of preceding years, since the 
introduction of the Rules in 1862, was only Rs. 5 per acre. 


Waste lands. 


9. With regard to the management of the Government 
estates in the Province, there is little of 
importance to be noted. They are only 


Government estates. 


of trifling extent. 


10. Of the wards’ estates which were under the care of 
the revenue authorities at the commence- 
: ment of 1874-75, one, the largest, owned 
by the zemindar of Bijni, was restored in September, 1874, on 
the attainment of the ward’s majority, together with a sum’ of 
nearly 8 lakhs of rupecs, the savings accumulated during the 
period of official management. Two other smaller estates were 
taken charge of in the same year. 


Wards’ estates. 


11. On the whole, the working of the police during the 
two years under report may be con- 
sidered to have been fairly satisfactory. 
The very mixed nature of the Assam police, and the great 


Police. 
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difficulty of obtaining a good class of men for the inferior 
ranks, owing to the lowness of the pay compared to the cost of 
living and the wages of ordinary labour, militate very much 
against its success as a detective agency. The drill and the 
discipline of the force, and especially of the frontier police, are 


fairly good. 


The returns for 1875 show a considerable increase of 
crime reported as true by the police above the figures of the 
preceding year. Whether the increase is real, or only apparent, 
it is difficult tosay. ‘The figures may merely point to increased 
vigilance on the part of the police. The scarcity which 
prevailed in Sylhet during 1875 may account for the increase 
of crime in that district. The percentage of convictions to 
__ persons arrested in serious cases is slightly lower in the latter 

ear; but the proportion of stolen property recovered shows an 
improvement. 


The strength of the force remained during both years 
at its usual standard, with little variation. 


In only two districts of the Province, Sylhet and Godlpdra, 
are there rural police to supplement the regular force. In 
Sylhet, the rural police are on the same footing as in the Bengal 
districts; but in Godlpéra the rural police, called haftadars, 
are hardly more than mere servants of the zemindars, and are. 
little under the control of the police authorities. The Chief 
Commissioner hopes to be able to introduce shortly a scheme 
for the improvement of the existing system of rural police in 
the Province. 


12. There is little of importance to note in the jail 
administration of these two years, and 
nothing very unusual is to be observed 
from the statistical returns. 


There is no central jail in the Province, There are 
nine district jails, and ten lock-ups. 

In.many of the districts the buildings consist for the most 
part of thatched huts, constructed of bamboo, the ordinary 
building material in general use ; while the external fence is 
formed by merely a bamboo palisade. | 

These buildings are fairly suited to the surrounding 
climatic conditions; and to substitute more permanent 
structures would prove very costly. The enclosing fences 


Prisons. 
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are, however, in all cases very insccure and inadequate, ren- 
dering it a matter of much surprise that escapes are not of more 
frequent occurrence than they already are. ‘The escapes in 
1875 were largely in excess of the preceding year. The 
question of improving the jail buildings, and especially of 
enclosing them more effectively, has occupied much of the 
Chief Commissioner’s attention; but want of funds has precluded 
any large measures being undertaken. 


There was a slight increase in the jail population 
during the second year under notice, and a corresponding 
increase appears in the general cost to the State. The average 
cost per head, however, was reduced by Rs. 5. Jail discipline 
would appear to have been well maintained, as the percentage of 
punishments for breaches of rules continues high. The reduc- 
tion of the percentage in 1875 would point toa general improve- 
ment in the behaviour of the convicts. The offences committed 
were none of them of a serious character. 


The sanitary condition of the jails generally is not 
unsatisfactory. The drainage in most of them is good, and 
the dry-earth system is rigorously carried out. The percentage 
of deaths to average strength was slightly higher in 1875 
than in the preceding year. ‘The death-rate in both years 1s 
high; but it is due more to general climatic conditions than 
to any abnormal cause. 


13. The returns of criminal justice show an increase in 
1875-76 of more than 10 per cent., both 
in the number of offences reported and in 
the number of persons brought up for trial,—an increase which 
is partly attributable to a larger number of tribunals having 
been in operation in that year. 


It is noticeable that, while the number of persons 
convicted by the sessions courts of very heinous crimes, for which 
sentence either of death or transportation for life are awardable, 
was the same in each year—fifteen, only one person was sen- 
tenced to capital punishment in the former year, while fourteen 
were so sentenced in the second year. <A considerable decrease 
is Observable in the number of cases in which whipping was 
awarded as a punishment; but the Chief Commissioner is not 
satisfied that any tendency has actually developed to make less 
use of the provisions of the Act, where they can with advantage 


be applied. 


Criminal justice. 
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There was a considerable increase in the number of 
persons convicted in 1875 of violations of the Contract Act. 
The large and continuously progressive increase in the number 
of labourers engaged under contract in the tea-gardens would, 
however, naturally account for this. There seems no reason 
to suspect any growing antagonism in the relations between 
employers and the employed. 


The number of Honorary Magistrates in the Province 
was increased in 1875 from twenty-one to twenty-five. The 
number of cases disposed of by these tribunals is not very 
great, amounting to only 830 in 1874 and 960 in 1875,—on an 
average a little under forty cases in the year to each Magistrate. 
Still, the institution has, the Chief Commissioner thinks, many 
obvious advantages to recommend it, and he is inclined to favour 
its extension as far as opportunities may present themselves. 


14. The administration of civil justice in the Province 
during the two years under report does 
not seem to present any very noticeable 
features for comment. There has been no material change in 
the system, nor in the number or constitution of the tribunals, 
and the returns exhibit no very marked fluctuations. 


On the whole, there would seem to have been some 
slight increase in litigation in the latter year, the number of 
cases instituted having risen from 20,061 to 20,864,— the increase 
having been all in suits before munsiffs. The numbers of cases 
disposed of were in similar ratio, being 19,791 in the former 
and 21,311 in the latter year; and the proportionate number of 
cases appealed showed little variation, ranging between 12 and 
13 per cent. of the cases disposed of. The average duration of 
cases 1n both years was a little over two months in each year. 


Civil justice. 


15. There is not much registration work in this Province, 
and there appears to have been a decrease 
in the number of documents registered 
during the period under report. There were 9,073 documents 
registered in 1874-75, and only 8,356 documents registered 
in 1875-76. The receipts during these two years were 
Rs. 15,048 and Rs. 14,440, respectively. It is difficult to 
assign any special reason for this decline in the number of 
registrations effected. It is probably only a temporary fluc- 
tuation. ‘There are only three rural offices in the eee 
Ss 


Registration. 
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the population being not yet sufficiently dense nor sufficiently 
advanced to have recourse to registration to any great extent. 


16. The municipal system has only been introduced into 
this Province in a very limited measure. 
The only institutions of this character 
are the municipality of Gauhati, the townships of Sylhet and 
Godlpdra, and the Chaukidari union of Silchar. There is 
nothing of special interest to note with regard to their working 
during this period. 


Municipalities. 


17. Experiments in agriculture and horticulture were 
made during the period under review at 
the Shillong Model Farm. This institu- 
tion, however, not proving a success from a financial point of 
view, the Chief Commissioner has reluctantly been compelled 
to restrict the farming operations to the narrowest possible 
limits. 


Agriculture and horticulture. 


18. The work of the Forest Department in Assam Proper 
during the years 1874-75 and 1875-76 
consisted in the selection, demarcation, 
and protection of the forest reserves. In the former year, the 
inspection of the Cachar and Sylhet forests was carried out ; 
and in the spring of 1876 the forests of the Garo Hills were 
inspected. In Assam Proper, the area of the forest ‘‘ reserves” 
was considerably extended during both years,—the formation of 
similar reserves in Cachar and Sylhet being deferred till the 
ensuing year. 


Every effort has been made to protect the forest 
“reserves from fire, but not with entire success, The protec- 
tion of these reserves from jungle fires is in Assam a matter of 
extreme difficulty. 


Forests. 


The actual income of the department shows a slight 
falling off, and its expenditure some unavoidable increase. 
The receipts were Rs. 64,749 in 1874-75 and Rs. 61,871 
in 1875-76. The total expenditure in these two years was 
Rs. 59,523 and Rs. 61,884, respectively. 


In the infancy of this important department, large profits 
are not to be expected. The fruit of its labours is to be looked 
for chiefly in the future. , 
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19. The Department of Public Works in this Province was 
very active during the two years under 
review. The two principal works to the 
prosecution of which its energies were directed during this 
period were the trunk road connecting Bengal with Upper Assam, 
and the cart-road from Gauhati to Shillong. At Shillong, the 
head-quarters of the Administration, several public buildings 
were completed or begun ; and, so far as funds were available, 
the construction or repairs of the civil buildings necessary for 
the due carrying on of the administration were proceeded 
with, and the general lines of communication were kept open 
and extended. 

The total grant for 1874-75 was Rs. 7,43,618, and the 
total outlay during that year was Rs. 7,68,330. During 
1875-76, the total grant snd the tual outlay were Rs. 7,62,637 
and Rs. 8,46,831, respectively. The deficit in both years has 
been covered by additional grants by the Supreme Government. 


Public Works. 


20. The net surplus revenue of the Province, after paying 
General revenue. all charges of every description, was 
in 1874-75 Rs. 9,46,000, and in 1875-76 Rs. 12,82,000. 


21. The total receipts under the various heads of Imperial 
Civil revenue, during the year 1874-75, 
were Rs. 55,18,480, and during the year 
1875-76 Rs. 56,09,920. The total Imperial Civil expenditure 
during these two years was Rs. 35,32,780 and Rs. 35,10,130, 
respectively. These figures show an increase in the Imperial 
receipts of Rs. 90,000, and a decrease in the Imperial 
expenditure of Rs. 22,650, during the year 1875-76, as 
compared with the preceding year. The increase in receipts 
is about equally distributed between the three main items of 
Land Revenue, Excise, and Stamps. The land revenue still 
exhibits a satisfactory tendency to advance, to which the con- 
clusion of the settlement now in progress will shortly give a 
further impulse. The increase in excise revenue is chiefly 
due to increased consumption of opium, to which the population 
of the Province is unfortunately much addicted. 


Imperial revenue and finance, 


22. No detailed comparison can be made between the 
Revenue and financeother Years 1874-75 and 1875-76, with regard to 
Cette the finances administered under the head of 
Provincial Services, owing to the fact that the separate accounts 
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for the latter year have not, as yet, been fully completed. 
The net result, however, exhibited a deficit in Provincial 
Services during ‘both years, owing to the pressing necessity for 
incurring certain expenditure incident on the formation of a 
new Administration. The Chief Commissioner is confident 
that there will be no deficit during the current year. 


23. The details of the system and the financial adminis- 
tration of the various Local Funds main- 
tained in the Province will be found 
in the body of the report. There is nothing of unusual impor- 
tance in their working during these two years, to which 
special attention need be directed in this summary. 


Local Funds. 


24. The returns of vital statistics are so untrustworthy, 
the Chief Commissioner regrets to say, 
that no inferences of any value can be 
deduced from them concerning the progress of the population of 
the Province. Efforts are. however, being made to ensure a 
greater degree of accuracy in these returns for the future. 


Births and deaths. 


25. The tide of immigration of labourers into ie tea dis- 
tricts still continues in yearly-increasing 
numbers. The Chief Commissioner is 
glad to be able to state that the systematic inspection of the 
gardens on which they are engaged discloses that the relations 
between the labourers and their employers have of late years 
much improved; and the condition of the coolies, their treatment 
generally, and the accommodation provided for them, are, with 
very few exceptions, quite satisfactory. 


The measures which have been taken to mitigate the 
liability to sickness and epidemics, attendant on the long voyage 
up the Brahmaputra, have been in a large measure successful ; 
while the more general adoption of the ‘land route to Dhubri, 
whereby half the journey by steamer is avoided, promises 
still further to reduce the rate of sickness among immigrants 
for Upper Assam. 


Immigration, 


26. The means of medical relief afforded by the State 
appear to be extending in some slight 
degree over a wider field of operation. 
Another dispensary was added in 1875, and the number of 
patients treated increased by 18 per cent. 


Medical relief, 
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27. Sanitation on a systematic scale is very backward, 
and presents peculiar difficulties in this 
Province, owing to the natural conditions 
of the country. Some minor improvements in the chief centres 
have, however, been effected. 


Sanitation. 


28. As might be expected ina Province so little advanced 
in general culture, vaccination operations 
are very limited in their extent. The 
total amount of work done during 1874-75 and 1875-76, 
was only at the rate of 4°10 and 5:90 vaccinated per 1,000 
of the population, respectively. The prejudice of the general 
mass of the population to the system still remains to be over- 
come, but a certain amount of progress has been achieved. 


Vaccination. 


29. The figures given in the section on education show 
that the Department of Public Instruction 
in this Province has made fair progress 
during the two years under review. There has been an increase 
of 254 schools and 2,899 pupils. This increase has naturally 
necessitated a corresponding expansion of the subordinate 
inspection agency. From this and other causes there has been 
an addition during both years to the expenditure from Govern- 
ment funds ; but, at the same time, a larger amount has been 
subscribed by the public. 


Female education isin a very backward state in all districts 
of the Province, except in the Khasi Hills, where the labours of 
the missionaries have long been employed in this direction. The 
returns show a very trifling increase in the total number of 
pupils, but a decrease in the number of schools. 


The normal schools have done good work during the last 
three years, in imparting special instruction to the teachers of 
patshalas and other vernacular schools, and thus qualifying 
them for the due performance of their duty. 

The artizan school at Jorhat, and the survey school at 
Golaghat, which are maintained by a special endowment, have 
not yet achieved the success which is hoped for them. Being 
new institutions, their real value has yet to be appreciated. 


Education. 


80. On a review of the results of these two first years 
of the separate administration of the 


Conclasion. ° ° . 
Province, the Chief Commissioner has no 
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sudden impulse of progress to record, no radical reforms or 
sweeping changes to announce; but he has, he trusts, lost no 
opportunity of inaugurating such measures of improvement 
as lay in his power to effect. Although much remains still 
to be done, the new organization of the Province has been 
established with a fair measure of success: it has worked 
smoothly and satisfactorily ; and it has realized, it is hoped, 
to some extent, the objects with which it was constituted, in 
increased vigour and efficiency of administration. 
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CHAPTER I. 


PHYSICAL FEATURES OF THE COUNTRY, AREA, 
CLIMATE, AND CHIEF STAPLES, 


SECTION 1—AREA anp BOUNDARIES, anp PHYSICAL 
FEATURES. 


1. Tux Province of Assam lies on the north-east border of Bengal, 
on the extreme frontier of the Indian Empire, with Bhutan and Thibet 
beyond it on the north, and British Burma on the east. It comprises 
the two valleys of the Brahmaputra and Surmé Rivers, and the central 
hill tracts, the Garo, Khasi and Jaintié, and Naga Hills, which separate 


them. It lies between latitude 3* north and longitude $5“ east, and 


comprises an area of 41,798 square miles. The immediate boundaries of 
the Province are,—on the north, Bhutan and the range of hills inhabited 
by the savage sub-Himalayan tribes of Akas, Dufilas, Miris, Abors 
and Mishmis ; on the north-east, the Mishmi Hills, which sweep round 
the head of the Brahmaputra Valley ; on the east, the mountain range 
on the Burmese frontier and the intervening hills inhabited by un- 
subdued wild tribes, the Patkoi range inhabited by Ndagas, and 
Manipur ; on the south the Khasi country, Hill Tipperah, and the 
Bengal district of Tipperah; on the west the Bengal districts of 
Maimensingh, Rangpur, and the State of Cooch Behar. 


2. Assam Proper, or the valley of the Brahmaputra, is a long alluvial 
plain, about 450 miles long, and of an average 
width of fifty miles, shutin by mountains on the 
north, east, and south, with the Brahmaputra flowing through its entire 
length from east to west, and crossed by countless tributary streams of 
every magnitude, falling into the central channel from the bordering 
mountains on either side. 





The valley of the Brabmaputra. 
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3. The uniform level of this valley is ordinarily only intercepted by a 
few low conical hills, studded, in isolated mounds or in clusters, over 
the plain; but its width is narrowed at the principal points by offshoots 
and projections from the hills that fringe it on the south,—first, by the 
group of the Mikir Hills, in the Nowgong district, which are separated 
from the range of mountains to the south by the valley of the Jamuna 
River, and lower down by the projecting spurs slick jut out, almost 
touching the bank of the Brahmaputra at Gauhati and Godlpdra. The 
latter spot, where the converging hills appear almost to shut in the valley, 
is known as the “Gate of Assam.” The low-lying tract in the vicinity 
of the river throughout the valley is subject to inundation for a wid 
ordinarily of about six miles on each side of the stream; beyond that 
distance, the level rises gradually above the reach of the higher flood. 


4, But little is known of the upper course of the Brahmaputra. 
Geographers have generally identified it with 
the Sangpo, or Narichu Sangpo, of Thibet, 
which, rising from sources adjacent to those of the las, flows from 
west to east, along the north of the Snowy Range of the Himalaya 
Mountains. 


The Brahmapntra. 


5. The course of the river from Thibet into Assam is one of the 
most interesting questions of Asian geography. The general belief 
is, that ‘it enters the valley from the north of the stream locally 
known as the Dibong. In this view, the other stream, usually known 
as the Upper Brahmaputra, which enters the valley at Brahmakund, 
and joins the Dibong below Sadiya, must be considered only as an 
affluent. Traversing the entire valley of Assam Proper, and passing 
the boundary of the Province just below Dhubri, the Brahmaputra 
bends abruptly to the south, sweeping close below the bluff of the 
Garo Hills, and continues southward in a majestic stream to its 
confluence with the Ganges at Goalundo. 


6. One of the principal characteristics of this river, attributable 
perhaps to the large amount of silt brought down by it, is its sarin 
to change its course. In the Assam Valley, its encroachments, thoug 
at times of considerable extent, are limited by the hills which hem it in; 
but, in its lower course, when it debouches into the open plains of Bengal, 
the deviations of its bed have been most remarkable. The original channel, 
in which it formerly flowed past Maimensingh, and, uniting with the 
Surmé, formed the estuary of the Megna, has within the last century been 
deserted for the main stream, now eighty miles to the west, which joins 
the Ganges at Goalundo under the name of the Jamuna. 


7. The valley of ee SO a peau: it is intersected by 

ce the Surma or Barék River, comprises the two 
ete meer districts of Sylhet and Cachar. ‘On the north 

it is shut in by the Khasi and Jaintid Hills and the Naga Hills ; ou 
the east by the hills of Manipur, a continuation of the great mountain 
chain running north and south, which forms the watershed dividing 
the river system of Eastern Bengal from that of the Irrawaddy ; on the 
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south lie the Lushai and Tipperah Hills, offshoots westward from the 


same range. 


8. The western and eastern portions of the Surma Valley differ 
considerably in their physical features. The western portion, comprising 
the district of Sylhet, is for the most part a large alluvial plain, 
averaging some seventy miles in width, with clusters of low sandy 
hillocks, locally termed “tilas,” scattered here and there. It is 
traversed by numerous streams and watercourses, running principally 
from west to east, whose margins are in many cases somewhat 
more elevated than the surrounding country. Consequently, during 
the rainy months of the year, from about June to October, the 
whole of the district, with the exception of the hillocks and the 
villages built on the elevated banks of the rivers, or artificially raised, 
is under water. In the south, however, the country becomes somewhat 
hilly, being penetrated by several spurs running out from the higher 
ranges in Hill Tipperah. In the centre of the district, a detached range 
of hills crop up, called the “Ita Hills.” All these hills are covered with 
dense angle 


9. In its eastern portion, consisting of the district of Cachar, the 
valley narrows, and presents very diversified features. Low detached 
spurs, and offshoots from the main hill tracts which bound the valley 
on both north and south, extend, covered mostly more or less with 
dense jungle, almost to the river’s edge on either side, with rich alluvial 
valleys between them. Much of the low lands in these valleys is under 
water during the rains. 


10. The Surma, or Barak River, rises among the chain of mountains 

mie Saruidor Barak: to the north of Manipur. After flowing for about 

180 miles through a mountainous country, it 

becomes navigable for boats of burden about twenty miles above Buans- 

kandi, a village in Cachar, and, passing across that district, divides into 

two branches at Banga, the eastern limit of the Sylhet district. One 

branch flows nearly due west, by the towns of Sylhet and Chhatak, and 

falls pe nianaae into the Megna: the second branch, called the Kusidra, 

flows diagonally across the Sylhet district in a south-westerly direction, 

and reunites with the northern branch near Lakki, about twenty miles 
above its junction with the Megna. 


11. The Naga Hills, Khasi and Jaintia Hills, and Garo Hills are a 
continuation of the mountainous chain which 
sweeps round the head of the Brahmaputra 
Valley. Each range has marked physical features of its own. 


12. In the north-eastern parts, in the neighbourhood of Jaipur, 
the Naga Hills consist of small broken ranges, 
running generally north-east and south-west, 
or long irregular spurs leading down into the plains, usually steep on 
the northern side, with a more gradual slope on the south. The inter- 
vening valleys are very narrow. The major portion of the whole tract 
appears to be uncultivated, and covered with dense jungle and under- 
growth. In the higher hills there is cultivation on the southern faces. 


The Central Hill Tract. 


The Naga Hills. 
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Further westwards, the hills are more rugged and abrupt. The main 
ridge, named the Barrail, in the neighbourhood of Samaguting, is remark- 
ably precipitous in character, and towers to the height of 10,000 feet. 
On the western slopes of this ridge a good deal of terraced rice 
cultivation is carried on by the Nagas. In other parts the cultivation 
appears to be exceedingly sparse. 


13. The peculiar feature of the Khasi and Jaintia range of hills is 
Siena chs the abruptness with which they rise almost 
© Rniet and Jaintia Hills. perpendicularly from the Surmd Valley on 
their southern face, attaining rapidly an altitude of over 4,000 feet ; 
while on the north side the ascent from the Assam Valley is by a 
succession of gradual spurs and detached ridges. The lower portions 
of these hills on both sides are clothed in dense forest and jungle. 
The upper plateau and main central tracts consist of a succession of 
undulating downs, broken here and there by the deep valleys of the 
large hill streams, and covered mostly with short grass, having been 
one denuded of forest by the migratory cultivation of the 
inhabitants, except where a few sacred groves have escaped the 
general devastation. Shillong, which is situated about the centre of 
this tract, stands at an elevation of 4,900 feet, while the ridge over- 
poring it, the highest of any part of the range, is 6,449 feet above 
the sea. 


14. The Garo Hills, the termination of this chain, present very 
similar characteristics, being steep and precipitous 
ene T on the southern face, aad sloping in gradual 
ee to the plains on the northern and western sides. They are of 
rather lower general elevation: the highest peak of the range, below 
which Tura, the head-quarters of the district, 1s situated, being not more 
than 4,700 feet above sea-level. Tura itself has an elevation of only 
1,300 feet. 


SECTION 2.—GEOLOGICAL FEATURES. 


15. The soil of the Brahmaputra Valley is for the most pat a rich 

black loam reposing on grey sandy clay, but in 

Serge Teo ee some parts it is of a light yellow slaved texture. 

The several groups of hills situated in the valley are of granitic formation, 

the granite containing frequently veins of quartz, in conjunction with 

metamorphosed gneiss. The surface soil of these hills is a rich sandy 

loam. 

16. The mountains which shut in the valley on the north and east 

: are, generally speaking, composed of primitive 

a limestone granite, serpentine, porphyry, and 
talcose slate. 


17. The Mishmi Hills abound in limestone rocks. At the eastern 
extremity of the Naga Hills, red sandstone, slate, and clay formations 
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are found, and at the western extremity, and round about Samaguting, the 
hills are almost exclusively sandstone. A change inthe formation is here 
distinctly marked; the sandstone almost disappears, and, in the Mikir 
group of hills, and the part of the Naga Hills adjacent to them, the 
granite series is found to predominate. 


18. The Khasi and Jaintié Hills are mainly of granitic formation 
Siar aes, with stratified rocks of sandstone, limestone, and 
shale, with coal resting on trap and metamor- 

phic rocks. Many caves and caverns are found in the limestone rock 
formation. The most notable are the caves at Cherra Poonjee, and at 
Rupnath, in Amwi. At this place they extend a long distance under 
ound, and have been sanctified by Hindu religion. In one of them, 
low a village named Syndai, the limestone stalactites have been 
carved into images, representing the deities of the Hindu Pantheon. 


Red ferruginous loam is the most common surface soil all over these 
hills. 


19. The formation of the Gdro Hills is also granitic, and the rocks 

are exceedingly talcose. Large quantities of talc 

nae aro to be found all throughout these hills. The 
surface soil consists similarly of red loam. 


20. In that portion of the great range which lies between Cachar 

disathicawtecn Till sane and Manipur, on the lower heights, friable brown 

sandstone and a ferruginous clay are found. 

Ata higher elevation, slate is found, stratified in thin layers. The great 

central ridge between Manipur and Assam 3s, in the parts which have 
been observed, composed chiefly of a hard grey granular slate. 


21. In Sylhet, the soil is for the most part a blue clay, which 
becomes black on the borders of the bheels, or 
Sere gee hdors. The low isolated hillocks, or ¢ilas, are 
composed of soft sandstone. In Cachar the soil of the plains is an alluvial 
deposit of sandy soil and of mixed sand and clay. On the hills and 
elevated tracts in both districts the surface soil is of a rich vegetable 
mould, while the strata of the hills are composed of quartz, schist, and 
conglomerate. 


SECTION 3.—CLIMATE. 


22. The climate of the Province of Assam, both in the Brahmaputra 
and Surma Valleys, is noted for its extreme humidity. The rainy season 
may be said to commence in March, and to last to the middle of October. 
Occasional showers occur before this period. The cloudless skies 
proverbially characteristic of India are but little seen in this Province. 


23. Inthe Brahmaputra Valley the morning fog, which invariably 
prevails in the cold weather, is a special characteristic. It rises from the 
river about daylight, and often lasts as long as eleven in the forenoon. 


Ce 
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24. The prevalent winds throughout the year in both valleys blow 
from the north-east. At the commencement of the rains, a westerly 
wind occasionally sets in, but rarely lasts for any length of time. 


25. In Cachar, the north-east wind, which blows to midday, 
usually changes to a south-west wind in the afternoon. ‘Violent winds 
from the north-west are of frequent occurrence throughout the Province 
during the months of March, April, and May. 


26. Earthquakes are very common, both in the plains and hill 
districts, but the shocks are seldom severe. One of the most violent 
which has been experienced occurred in’ September, 1875, which did 
considerable damage to houses both in Gauhati and Shillong, and 
ee in January, 1869, brought down the spire of the church in 

ilchar, 


27. Meteorological observations of the temperature have been 
recorded, in the plains at Silchar and Godlpara, and in the Khasi Hills at 
Shillong. The rainfall is registered at all stations. 


28. The returns give an average mean temperature throughout the 
year, in Silchar, in the Surmé Valley, of about 77°, the range of varia- 
tion being only 32°. Sylhet is probably some few degrees hotter. In 
the Brahmaputra Valley the average temperature would appear to be 
. degree or so lower than at Silchar, and thé range of variation about 

e same. 


The annexed statement gives the average rainfall of the last 
five years at each station +— 


Average rainfall, in 

District. Station. inches, of past 

five years. 
Sylhet aa Sylhet one ioe’ sive 159-26 
Cachar see Silchar sh site aie 114-41 
Godlpara aus Godlpéra___.. si se 93°38 
Géro Hills... Tura se ee or 111-77 
Naga Hills _... Samaguting ... aes sie 63°63 
Kamrup ees Gauhati ar aa sei 59°68 
Darrang ae Tezpur Se see sits 10-23 
Nowgong iis Nowgong ... say bin 95°96 
SibsAgar eee Sibsagar os ‘ise as 105-50 
Lakhimpur ... Dibrugarh ... wee ivi 110-94 
Khasi Hills... Shillong Sie ‘ise sn 87°75 


29. The average rainfall is very high in both valleys. The rainfall 
in the Surma Valley is shown to be heavier than in that of the Brahma- 
putra, for the reason, no doubt, that the former is exposed to the same 
influences which give Cherra Poonjee the distinction of enjoying the 
largest recorded rainfall in India, if not in the world. The average 
rainfall in the past five years in Cachar was 114°41 inches, and Sylhet 
159°26 inches. 


30. Inthe Brahmaputra Valley, the district of Lakhimpur seems to 
receive most rain, averaging in the past five years 110°94 inches. Then 
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comes Sibsdgar, with an average of 105°50 inches during the same 
period. Kamrup and Darrang, in the centre of the valley, seem to get 
least. 


31. The climate of the hill districts, at least that of the higher and 
central plateaux, is very salubrious. The temperature is peculiarly 
equable for a hill climate, the extremes of heat and cold being both 
unknown. At Shillong, the average maximum temperature for the past 
three years was 62:24;—the average minimum, 59°18; the general mean 
temperature, 62°71. The average rainfall was 87°75 inches. 


32. The returns for the Naga Hills show a still less rainfall, 
averaging 63°63 inches. 


33. At Cherra Poonjee, which is situated at the southern edge of 
the Khasi Hills, immediately overlooking the plains of Sylhet, the rainfall 
is notorious for its excessive amount. The average of the last three 
years has been 368°45 inches; the highest of any one year, 805 inches, 
recorded in 1861. The highest continuous fall recorded is 366 inches, 
which fell in the month of July, 1861. In spite of the moisture, the 
climate is said to be by no means unhealthy. The climate of Tara, in 
the Garo Hills, is not so favourably spoken of. 


SECTION 4.—CHIEF STAPLES. 


Foop-GRAINS. 


34. Rice is the principal food-grain throughout the Province. It is 
produced, however, under different conditions in the Surma and Brah- 
maputra Valleys; while the cultivation of food-grains by the wild tribes 
ae hillmen presents, again, other variations. 


35. Both in Sylhet ee the most important crop is rice. In 
lhet, there are four principal classes of rice 
a cela as (1) the dman, sown ii March and April; 
(2) the aus, sown in November and December and January, with 
another variety, dumdshi, sown in March; (8) the boro, sown in November; 
and (4) the sail, sown in December and January, and transplanted 
in August and September. The dman paddy is reaped in December, 
January, and February; the aus in June and July; the boro in April 
and May; and the sail in December and January. In the dry season 
mustard and linseed are grown, chiefly on the dry part of the hdors, 
or low marshy tracts. Hemp, jute, betelnut, sugarcane, and p4n, are 
also grown in Sylhet. China is grown in the west and south-west 
of the district. Indigenous arrowroot and tapioca have been found 
in Sylhet. 
36. The three principal rice crops in Cachar are the aus, the sail or 
baat dman, and the dserd or ek fasli. The aus 
crop is sown in April and May, and reaped in 
August and September. The sail paddy is sown in June and July, and 
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transplanted in July and August. Itis reaped in December and January. 
The dsrd paddy is sown broadcast about the same time as the aus, but it is 
not reaped till December and January. The sail, or dman, is by far the 
most important of all the rice crops. 


37. Next to rice, the most important crop in Cachar is sarsu, or 
mustard. The crop is sometimes sown in the charrds, or rice seedling 
beds, during the cold season, but chiefly in lands which have been 
cleared of forest jungle. The other crops grown in the plains are linseed, 
kallai (a kind of vetch), sugarcane, hemp, and jute. 

38. The tribes who inhabit the hilly tracts adopt chiefly the mode of 
cultivation practised by the aboriginal tribes all 
over India, and locally called ghtiming; a 
migratory system of roughly clearing jungle lands by cutting and 
burning the natural growth: the ground is then slightly turned over 
by the hoe. During the first year, the principal crops grown on the 
freshly-cleared land are a kind of rice called migdéra, Indian-corn, 
cotton, chillies, and potatoes. During the second year, rice and sesamum- 
secds, mixed together, are sown broadcast. Indian-corn and cotton are 
also sown, if the land is suitable. Tobacco and sugarcane are also grown 
in the land adjoining the habitations. During the third year much the 
same crops are sown asin the second year. After the third year the 
land is generally abandoned. 

39. The three principal rice crops in Assam Proper are (1) the dAu, 
sown in February and March, and reaped in 
June and July; (2) the bdo, sownin March and 
April, and reaped in November and December; and (8) the hdli, sown in. 
April and May, transplanted in July and August, and reaped in December 
and January. The other staples grown in Assam Proper are mustard, 
pulses of various kinds, mung, sugarcane, masur dal, Indian-corn, til, 
cotton, and tobacco. 

40. The principal products of the Khasi and Jaintia hills are potatoes, 
oranges, pineapples, —bay-leaves, cinnamon, 
black-pepper, betel-nut, pin-leaves, cotton, and 
caoutchouc. The three former articles are largely exported. With the 
exception of the potatoes, which are grown in the higher lands, these 
products are almost exclusively raised along the foot of the hills bordering 
on the Sylhet district. Different kinds of rice of an inferior quality are 
also grown, besides some cercals peculiar to the hills. 

41. The crops grown in the Naga and Garo 

Pe ee Hills are those ordinarily grown by jhuim cultiva- 

tion, as above described. 


Jbim cultivation. 


Assam Proper. 


Khasi and Jaintii Hills. 


SECTION 5.—COMMERCIAL STAPLES. 


42. The most important commercial staple of Assam istea. It may 

be convenient here, as a matter of permanent 

as record, to reproduce the account of the leading 

ae in the rise and development of the industry, as detailed in 
{r. Edgar’s report on the tea industry in 1873. 
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43. The date of the earliest discovery of the plant in Assam, and the 
name of the first discoverer, are somewhat uncertain. Its discovery has 
been attributed to a Mr. C. A. Bruce, who commanded a division of gun- 
boats in Upper Assam during the first Burmese war, and who appears to 
have brought down from Upper Assam some plants and seed of the 
indigenous plant in 1826. He certainly received a m@dal on this account 
from the English Society of Arts. But his claim to have been the 
first discoverer of tea was disputed by a Captain Charlton, who asserted 
that the existence of tea in Assam had been first established by himself 
in 1832. In 1834, a Committee was appointed to inquire into and report 
on the possibility of introducing the, cultivation of tea into India. In 
1835, the first attempt was made by Government to establish an ex- 
perimental plantation in Lakhimpur, but it failed, and the plants were 
afterwards removed to Jaipur, and a garden established, which was sold 
to the Assam Company in 1840. This Company, which was formed 
about 1839, was the first, and is still very much the greatest, concern 
for the cultivation of tea in Bengal. It was not, however, very 
prosperous during its early years, and in 1846-47 its shares are 
said to have been almost unsaleable. Its prospects began to improve 
about 1852; and in 1859 it was reported officially to have a cultivated 
area of about 3,967 acres, with an estimated outturn of over 760,000 tb 
of tea. Meantime, tea cultivation had been commenced in many 
other districts. In 1850, a garden was started by Colonel Hannay 
near Dibrugarh, and in 1853, when Mr. Mills, of the Sudder Court, 
visited Assam, he found three private gardens in Sibsagar, and six in 
Lakhimpur. In 1854, the first gardens were started in Darrang and 
Kamrup. In 1855, indigenous tea was found in Cachar, and the first 
pce in the district was commenced in the cold season of that year. 

n the following year, 1856, tea was discovered in Sylhet, but no 
attempt at cultivating it appears to have been made for some time after. 


44, It may be said generally, however, that the foundations of the 
present tea industry were laid between 1856 and 1859. 


45. During the ensuing three years, the industry made such rapid 
progress that a tide of reckless eee and at Aa land-jobbing 
set in, in 1863, in which nominal gardens, consisting of a few acres -of 
plants, just set out in partially-reclafmed jungle, and in some cases 
gardens which had no existence at all, were sold to companies for 
fabulous sums. , 


46. The inevitable crash resulted in 1866, and the consequent 
depression of tea property continued throughout 1867 and 1868. About 
1869, matters began to mend, and since then the legitimate progress of 
the tea industry as been steadily on the increase. 


47, Among the principal causes of the perilous inflation and con- 
sequent collapse of the industry, appear to have been the undue facilities 
afforded to the acquisition of waste land, which were taken advantage 
of by speculators who had no intention of utilizing the eas bond- 
fide for the purposes for which they were assigned, and also the utter 
inadequacy of the labour-supply. 5 
| Ii1A— 
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48. Tea is cultivated in all the plains districts, with the exception of 
Goalpara. According to the returns of 1874, the total area of land taken 
up for the purpose of tea cultivation in the Province was 626,000 acres, 
out of which about 100,000 acres were actually under tea-cultivation. 
The total outturn of manufactured tea from this area is estimated at 
19,000,000 tb, giving an average of 190 tb to the acre. But, in obtain- 
ing this average, all Tand under immature plant and newly sown, from — 
‘which little or no yield can be expected, has been taken into account. 
The actual average outturn of mature plant cannot be ascertained, owing 
to defective returns. It may be estimated at about 280 Ib to the acre. 
In highly-cultivated and well-situated gardens, the yield is said to be 
sometimes as much as 500 Ib, and even 800 fb, or 10 maunds, is said 
to have been plucked in one year on each acre in one garden. 


49. Machinery is already employed to a considerable extent in tea 
manufacture, and its use is on the increase. 


50. The question of the fuel-supply, indispensable for this process of 
manufacture, has already begun to attract serious attention. At present, 
the fuel for steam machinery, as well as the charcoal for “ firing” 
operations, are obtained from the timber available in the immediate 
vicinity of the ce from which source in some instances the wood 
for tea-boxes is also principally derived ; and it is plain that these local 
supplies are by no means inexhaustible. 


51. There are two kinds of silk produced in Assam,—the eria silk 
se and the neg silk. The former is the produce of 
the eria silkworm (Attacus Ricini), which is fed 
principally on the leaves of the castor-oil plant (Ricinus communis), 
which is cultivated for this purpose in the neighbourhood of villages. 
The worm is reared entirely within doors, seven broods being usually 
raised in the year. The term eria is no doubt derived from the native 
name for the castor-oil plant (enrz), on which the worm lives. The 
latter is produced by the mugd silkworm (Anthere@a Assama), which is 
reared principally on the soom-tree (Machilus odoratissima), a tree 
of, gregarious habit, which grows wild in many parts of the jungles. The 
trees are not used continuously fer sericulture. They are at intervals left 
alone for several years at a time, in order that they may recover from - 
the injury caused by the worms feeding on them. After such an 
interval of rest, parties of men arrive, cut down all the underwood, build 
huts on the spot, and feed their silkworms on the trees for one or two 
ears, after which the trees are left to recover themselves, as before. 
Five broods of worms are usually raised in the year. About 50,000 
cocoons may be obtained, it is estimated, from an acre of soom, which 
would yield somewhat over twelve seers of silk, the value of which 
would be Rs. 10. 


52. The area occupied by natural soom forests in the Province has 
been estimated at about 300 square miles. The muga silk is the kind 
most commonly employed in local manufacture. Fria silk was formerly, 
in the days of the Assam rajahs, exported in considerable quantities to 
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Bhutan ; but the trade has now dwindled into insignificance. Some 
other kinds of silkworms are reared in the Province, but to a very 
limited extent. 


53. Cotton is grown plentifully along the slopes of the hilly tracts in 
Assam, especially in the bare and Mikir Hills ; 

but the indigenous staple is of very indifferent 

quality. It is exported to some extent, principally to adjacent districts. 


54. India-rubber is obtained from the caoutchouc-tree (Ficus 
elastica), and two other similar species (Ficus 
laccifera and obtusifolia), which are found com- 
monly in the forests at the foot of the various hill ranges. It is found 
in the lower hills of all the ranges which surround the plains districts 
of the Province; in the low valleys of the mountains immediately adjoining 
them it is most abundant. It is principally collected and imported into 
Assam by the tribes from beyond the frontier. The right to collect 
rubber used to be leased out by the Forest Department; but this 
practice has recently been abolished, in consequence of the difficulties 
involved in dealing with the tribes. The amount of rubber exported 
from Assam reached 21,000 maunds in 1872. Its price in Calcutta 
varies from Rs. 45 to Rs. 80 per maund. 


55. Indigenous lac is found in the Assam forests, but lac is also 
cultivated. The stick-lac consists of small twigs, 
surrounded by cylinders of translucent orange- 
yellow gum, in which the insects who deposit it are imbedded. The 
twigs are first separated from their guinmy envelopes, and the gum is 
scraped and rubbed by hand, till the colouring matter has been 
thoroughly extracted ; this consists of the dead bodies of the insects 
buried in the gum, and gradually precipitates itself to the bottom of the 
water. The water is then drained off, and the sediment, after being 
strained, pressed, and dried, becomes lac-dye, ready for the market. 


56. The gummy exudation of the insect in the meanwhile is care- 
fully dried in the sun, and melted over a charcoal 
fire. It isthen squeezed out, either in thin sheets 
upon an earthen cylinder, when it becomes shellac, or is deposited in 
dabs upon a plantain stalk, when it is known as button-lac. is kind 
is considered superior to shellac. 


57. The extensive forest tracts of Assam are under the special 
care of the Forest Department. The detailed 

neers ence account of the constitution of this department 
will be found in Section 3, Chapter IV., Part II.B. The products of 
these forests consist principally of timber of many valuable kinds, 
bamboos, canes, &c. 


58. Elephants are one of the most important products of the Assam 
forests. They are found in all the jungle tracts 
throughout the Province, in the valley of the 
Brahmaputra, in the lower ranges of the hill tracts, in Sylhet ae. Cachar, 
and in the Bhutan Duars. The best elephant-grounds are in the 
Lakhimpur and Garo Hill districts. Wild elephants are held to be the 


Cotton. 


Caoutchouc. 


Lac, 


Shellac. 


Elephants. 
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property of Government, and no one is permitted to hunt or kill them 
without a license from Government; but this principle may be liable to 
some modification in the case of Pee oe districts. The 
question of the absolute right of zemindars in a permanently-settled district 
to hunt and kill elephants found on their permanently-settled estates is 
still under discussion. The question of the right of Government to 
monopolize the catching of wild elephants within its own territories was 
first raised in 1851, and a correspondence ensued between Governinent 
and the Board of Revenue, which extended over several years. Though 
the Board of Revenue and the Legal Remembrancer seem to have 
differed in their opinion from Government, it appears to have been 
accepted that Government, as sovereign, has the exclusive right 
to hunt and kill wild elephants in Assam Proper, in Cachar, in Jaintia, 
and in the Sylhet forests beyond the limits of the permanently- 
settled estates. The rights of Government were not at first strictly 
enforced. Government kheddah operations were carried on after a 
desultory manner in Sylhet, Jaintia, and Assam, but the general question 
remained in an unsettled state. The Assam officials were most 
strongly of the opinion that it was impolitic and unfair to prohibit 
the destruction of elephants by private persons ; and, yielding to their 
representations, Government, on the 6th Jane, 1859, sanctioned the 
abolition of the kheddah establishment in Assam, and withdrew the 
restrictions upon elephant-catching by private pe Finally, in 
1862, all the Government kheddahs were abolished. Government, 
however, by no means surrendered its proprietary right in wild 
elephants, and any person desirous of catching them had to obtain 
a license. Private enterprise, however, failing to keep up an adequate 
supply of elephants, the Government kheddah at Dacca was re-estab- 
lished. in 1865, and private hunting was prohibited in the Sylhet 
and Cachar forests. e system of granting licenses continued in 
force, however, in Assam, and was extended to the Bhutan Duars. 
Since then, the greater number of the elephants caught in Assam have 
been caught by licensed hunters under rules framed by the Bengal 
Government, under which Government has the option of taking over 
any of the animals caught, at a fixed price. 


59. The cattle in Assam are very numerous, but everywhere 
the breed is of a very inferior quality. In the 
hills, they are valued only for purposes of food, 
manure, and their hides. Milk is never drunk by any of the hill tribes,— 
throughout the entire range, from the Garos to the Eastern Nagas, it 
is considered by the hillmen to be an “ unclean excretion.” 


60. The breed of buffaloes in Assam is, however, of particular 
excellence, perhaps owing to admixture with the 
wild stock which abounds in many parts of the 
| jungles. 
61. The “gayal” (Los frontalis), a peculiar breéd of half-wild cattle, 
3 locally called the ‘‘mithan” or “metna,’’ is found 
in Cachar and the eastern hills. It is partly 
domesticated ; but is not used as a beast of burden, being only prized 
among the hillmen for its flesh, and for ceremonial sacrifice. 


Cattle. 


Buffaloes. 


Metna. 
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62. Ponies are imported from Manipnr, and occasionally from 

eecines urmah; and the Bhutias also bring them down 

from the northern hills. There are no indigenous 

breeds, though the extensive grassy downs of the Khasi Hills would 
appear to afford every facility as grazing-ground for unlimited herds. 


SECTION 6.—MANUFACTURES. 


63. Tea, the most important manufacture of the Province, has been 
treated of before. 


64. The common manufactures of Assam are, with a few exceptions, 
of a rude character, and merely sufficient to provide for immediate home 
requirements. There is no lack of materials, but skilled labour and 
industrial energy are both deficient. The principal manufactures of the 
Province are alk thread, silk fabrics, coarse cloth fabrics, brass utensils, 
ery ornaments, and the ordinary domestic utensils and agricultural 
implements. 


65. Silk manufacture, once an important industry, is still carried on 
to a smallextent. Fabrics of the mugd silk still form the dress of the 
wealthier Assamese, and also of well-to-do people in the hills, to which 
it is exported. It is chiefly exported in the shape of thread. Consi- 
derable quantities of mugd thread are taken to Berhampur. But the 
manufacture of silk stuffs, both eria and mugd, is greatly on the decline. 
English piece-goods are gradually displacing the home-made stuffs. It is 
year by year ene more difficult to obtain the native silk stuffs, 
formerly socommon. uropean thread is now even largely used in the 
local manufacture both of cotton and silk fabrics. There is no organised 
system of manufacture. The spinning, weaving, and dyeing are all done 
by the same individual, with the rudest implements. 


66. The district of Sylhet is noted for its ivory mats and fans, 
and the manufacture of shell bracelets gives employment to a large 
number of artificers in the town of Sylhet. These bracelets are cut out 
as solid rings from large white conch-shells obtained from many places on 
the sea-coast in and near India. They are of very graceful appearance, and 
command a ready sale. In pergunnah Patharia, in this district, there is 
a considerable manufacture of “ Agar Attar,” a perfume distilled from the 
resinous sap of the Agar-tree (Aquilarta, Agalocha Roxb.) This perfume 
is much esteemed by oriental nations, and is exported, vid Calcutta, to 
Turkey and Arabia. Ironwork, inlaid with brass, talwars and daos, and 
such like articles, are manufactured in Rajnagar and Lashkarpur, in 
Sylhet. Boat-building is also carried on to a considerable extent in 
that district. Jorhat, in the Sibsagar district, still enjoys some local 
reputation for its ornamental carved work in ivory. 


67. Among the hill tribes, there appear to be no manufactures 
of any description, beyond that of the commonest coarse cloths, 
sometimes woven in stripes of various colours. 
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SECTION 7.—TRADE axp COMMERCE. 


68. The trade of Assam Proper is almost entirely in the hands of 
the Marwari merchants. These merchants import 
piece-coods, salt, metal utensils, spices, iron, 
chi, bell-metal, tobacco, dhal, oil, sugar, &. They have agencies all 
over the interior, and they buy up and export nearly all the wax, rubber, 
silk, seeds, cotton, lac, and ivory. The bulk of the goods is carried by 
the river steamer companies trading to Assam. 


Assam Proper, 


69. In the Khasi Hills, unlike Assam Proper, the trade is almost 
entirely in the hands of the inhabitants them- 
selves. The Khasias are keen traders. The 
exports consist mainly of the produce of the hills themselves; the imports 
of piece-goods, brass utensils, coral beads, oil, dhal, dried fish, ghi, rice, 
salt, spices, and sugar. 


Khasi Hills. 


70. A considerable quantity of cotton and lac is annually exported 
from the Garo Hills. The cotton is of a coarse 
kind, and_dves not find its way further than the 
neighbouring Bengal districts. 


Garo Hills. 


71. A fair trade is carried on‘ between the chief commercial centres 
in Svlhet and Calcutta, Dacca, and Narainganj. 
Cotton goods, hardware, earthenware, salt, 
ghi, sugar, grain, being imported ; and rice, cotton, hides, buffalo horns, 
sitalpati, cane, and basket-work, lime, oranges, dried fish, tezpat, oil- 
sceds, and gur being exported. There is also a considerable trade with 


the Khasi Lills. 


72. Piece-goods are imported into Cachar from Calcutta, and 
country-made stuffs from Dacca and Sylhet. 
Almost all articles of food, except rice, are imported 
from Narainganj. Ponics, cows, buffaloes, and Manipuri cloths are 
imported from Manipur. Lice, timber, cotton, bees-wax, bamboos, and 
thatching-crass are exported. 


Bylhet. 


Cachar. 


73. Itis impossible to determine, even approximately, the value 
either of the goods exported from, or of the 
goods imported into, the Province. The 
desultory trade statistics hitherto submitted are efforts principally of the 
imagination. Iindeavours have, however, been made to introduce an 
improved system for the registration of trade, and it is hoped that in 
future some tolerably reliable statistics will be obtained. 


Value of exports and imports, 


74, Mention has already been made of the river steamer traffic, but no 
statistics concerning it can at present be furnished. It is undoubtedly 
very considerable, as indeed is implied by the existence of the weekly 
service on the Brahmaputra, and the bi-weekly service on the Cachar line 
carried on by one company alone. Nearly the whole of the tea 
exported from Assam is carried by the river steamers; and these again 


MINES AND MINERALS. 15 


bring up, in return, by far the greater part of the goods and stores 
eich Me development of the tea industry has rendered necessary to the 
tea-planters, viz., rice for their coolies (the tea-coolies mostly eat 
imported rice), machinery, tea-lead, roofing-iron, tools, stores, &c. 
It al been stated, and seems probable, that for every pound of tea which 
comes down from the tea districts, one pound of something else for 
use in the tea estates goes up. Besides this, there is the very large 
passenger traffic, to which the importation of coolies gives much 
importance. 


75. Next to tea, oil-seeds are the principal articles of down-stream 
traffic. Of these a very large quantity is yearly exported, and, besides 
that exported in country boats, a considerable part is carried down by 
the river steamers. 


76. In connection with the subject of trade, the local fairs, which 
act as a distributing agency in tracts destitute of 
commercial centres, need some mention. Three 
of these fairs are held adjacent to the Bhutan frontier, in and just 
beyond the Darrang district, which are largely attended by the Bhutia 
tribes, and seem to be on the increase. similar fair is also held at 
Sadiya, in the Lakhimpur district, at which the tribes at the head of the 
Brahmaputra Valley assemble. A description of each of these fairs will 
be found in Part II. B, Chapter I., Section 2. 


77. At Silchar, too, a fairis held in the months of December and 
January, which is largely attended by pony and cattle-dealers from 
Manipur. 


Fairs. 


SECTION 8.—MINES anp MINERALS. 
78. The at tracts of Assam are amply endowed with mineral 
i 


resources. Iron, limestone, and coal are found in abundance in many 
different parts. Petroleum springs have also been discovered; and gold 
has been found in many of its streams. 


79. The paramount importance of coal to Assam, dependent, as the 
Province is, almost entirely on river steamers 
ee for its system of communications, is obvious. 
It is particularly desirable that a good supply should be made available in 
Upper Assam, for the use of the steamers plying on the Brahmaputra. 


80. Coal from this region used to be furnished to the Government 
steamers, until leases were given to private parties, who stopped the 
supply. 

81. The existence of coal in the Assam Valley has long been known. 
It appears first to have been reported by Lieutenant Wilcox in 1825, 
who noticed it near the Disang and Dikhu Rivers. Further investiga- 
tions were made in 1848 by a Mr. Bruce, who was deputed for the 
purpose by the Commissioner, North-Eastern Frontier. Mr. Bruce 
raised some coal, apparently, in the Saffrai Valley. The question of 
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the supply of coal from Assam was reported on by a Committee in 
Calcutta, appointed by Government, in 1840 and 1845. Thenceforward, 
some further spasmodic investigations were made, and reports were 
submitted, and small attempts at coal-working have been conducted. 


82. The localities were cursorily inspected by Mr. Medlicott, of the 
Geological Survey, in 1865; and, finally, a detailed professional 
examination was made by Mr. Mallet, F.a.s., in 1874-75 and 1875-76, 
of the beds at the foot of the Naga Hills in the Lakhimpur and Sibsagar 
districts. 


83. From Mr. Mallet’s report it appears that these several coal- 
fields, six in number, extend in a long line, over a distance of about 110 
miles, along the foot of the hills from, roughly speaking, opposite Jorhat 
to beyond Jaipur, and have been computed to contain an aggregate 
marketable outturn of about 40,000,000 tons. 


84. The two most northerly of these beds are the Makum 
and Jaipur deposits, in the Lakhimpur district. The former are 
estimated to contain a marketable outturn of 9,000,000 tons of excellent 
quality, and some facilities exist for water-carriage. The position of 
the coal for working is very favourable. The coal of the Jaipur beds is 
in parts particularly good, but in parts is of the soft description, and 
the water-carriage available for the best kinds is defective. The 
estimated outturn is 10,000,000 tons. The two central beds in the Saffrai 
and Dikhu Valleys are situated about twelve miles south of Nazira, in 
the Sibsagar district. The coal is of good quality in both, but in the 
former the obstacles to convenient transport are considerable. Its yield 
is estimated at 10,000,000 tons. 


85. The two most southern deposits on the Janji and Disai Rivers, 
about twenty-five miles south-east of Jorhat, 
in the Sibsagar district, are both of small area, 
the coal is of a poor soft quality, and the rivers leading to the Brahmaputra 
are almost unnavigable. The latter field has, however, not been completely 
explored. The marketable outturn of these two beds has not been com- 
puted, but it can scarcely be less than 3,000,000 tons in the aggregate. 


The Dikhu beds, &c. 


86. The best hard coal of these measuresis of very excellent quality. 
It is homogeneous in structure, with little on no “cleat,” and without 
apparent lamination planes. It is unaffected by exposure to the weather. 
There is no perceptible difference between a piece broken from the surface 
and one quarried out froin the interior. 


87. It compares favourably with the Raniganj coal, having 
apparently about 9 per cent. more carbon, and giving less than a quarter 
the amount of ash. It all cakes well, and is consequently well adapted 
for coke. 


88. The soft coals are crumbly at the surface, but may be found of 
better quality lower down, where not exposed to atmospheric influences. 
They do not cake well, and deteriorate considerably with exposure. 
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89. Coal is also found in many localities in the Khasi and Jaintid 
Hills. It is found usually in connection with the limestone formation. As 
a rule, however, the carboniferous stratum is not extensive, and it is 
for the most part, found in localities more or less inaccessible, and 
consequently there has been no development of the supply. 


90. The most extensive of the coal-beds are those situated at Cherra 
Poonjee, in the Khasi Hills, and at Lakadong, in the Jaintia Hills. The 
coal strata at the former place are ealcalatad to extend over one-third of 
a square mile, with an average thickness of from 3 feet 6 inches to 
4 feet, while the yield available is estimated at 447,000 tons. In the 
latter locality, the area of the coal-fields is computed to extend 0°394 of 
a@ square mile, and the estimate yield is calculated at 1,100,000 tons. 
The coal at Cherra Poonjee and at Lakadong is in quality equal to 
some English coals. It is quick in its action, and would consequently 
generate steam rapidly; it cakes well, but gives out a large amount of 
smoke; it fractures easily, but from the absence of laminated structure it 
breaks into unsymmetrical pieces, and consequently does not store 
well. From its composition, its quick combustion, and its irregular 
cleavage, it is estimated to be from 5 to 7 per cent. inferior to good 
English coal; but as a gas-producing coal it is considered ool oth 
as regards the quality and the purity of its gas. It is also calculated to 
yield a good quality of coke. iakadoas is within six miles of Borghat, a 
village on an affluent of the Surma, which is accessible all the year 
round to boats of 500 maunds burthen; but for the carriage from Laka- 
dong to Borghat only coolie labour could at present be employed. 


91. No reliable estimate can be given of the market-value of this coal 
in large quantities as an article of commerce, owing to the insufficiency 
and expense of labour in the hills, and carriage to the plains. The 
station of Shillong, which consumes coal as fuel, derives its supply from 
coal-beds at Mao-beh-lyakar, eighteen miles distant, and the cost to the 
consumer is as high as £3 a ton. 


92. Petroleum has been found in Upper Assam already in more 

than a dozen places, either on or close to the 
outcrop of coal-measures. With the exception 
of the Janji field, petroleum has been found igevery coal-field from the 
Namrnup to the Disai. Besides the petroleum springs of Upper Assam, 
petroleum has been discovered on the banks of the Larang, in Cachar and 
near the Barak River, in the same district. 


93. Some attempts have been made to raise the oil in Upper 
Assam. In 1866-68, Mr. Goodenough, a member of the firm of 
McKillop, Stewart, & Co., carried on borings for oil at Nahor Pung and at 
Makum. At the first place no oil was obtained, but the borings at 
Makum were attended with good results. 


94. The speculation was, however, unsuccessful, as the difficulty of 
transport raised the cost of the oil so high that it could not compete with 
either the American or the Rangoon oi. Mr. Goodenough’s operations 
hha however, that there is an abundant supply of oil in the Makum 

eld. 


Petroleum. 
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5. The Dikhu field being very like the Makam field, it may be 
reasonably hoped that petroleum will be found there in considerable 
quantity. When better communications with the Brahmaputra are 
provided, the next atteinpt to work the Assam petroleum springs will, 
is to be hoped, be more successful. 


96. Iron exists in considerable quantities in the Khasi Hills, and also 
in the Garo Hills, and has been worked in the 
Khasi Hills by the inhabitants from time im- 
memorial. The ore is of superior quality, but, owing to the value of 
Jabour having increased, and to fuel, through the exhaustion of the forests, 
having hecome costly, the trade in iron, which was at one time a flourish- 
ing industry, has almost died out, and is at present confined locally in 
the hills to meet the wants of the inhabitants for tools used in cultiva- 
tion and for domestic purposes. Traces of iron ore have been found 
throughout the neighbourhood of the coal-beds in the Naga Hills. 
Formerly, iron was extensively worked by the Assamese, and the 
remains of their pits, and the slag from their furnaces, are still to be seen; 
but the manufacture appears to have been extinguished in the Burmese 
Invasion, and in 1841 scarcely any traces of the industry survived. 


Tron. 


97. The ore found among the coal-measures consists of clay iron- 
stone, occurring principally in nodules of various sizes. The ore is also 
found in thin bands, interstratified with the shales and sandstones. 
There is a good deal of iron ore scattered throughout the measures, and 
enough could with little difficulty be procured to supply a considerable 
number of native furnaces, But it is doubtful whether ore is obtainable 
in any one locality in sufficient quantities to feed an English blast- 
furnace. The ore in the ferruginous beds of the Tipim group of hills, 
immediately to the south-east of Jaipur, is said to be inexhaustible ; but 
it is poor in quality, and, owing to the scarcity of limestone in the Naga 
Hills, smelting operations on a large scale, either with this ore or that of 
the coal-measures, would be almost impossible. 


98. Good iron is said to existin the Bor-Khampti country, the hilly 
tract further to the north-east beyond the Lakhimpur district. 


99. The pyritous shales from the coal-measures might, it is 
reported, be used for the production of green 
vitriol and alum. 


100. Inexhaustible beds of limestone are found on both the 

northern and southern faces of the Khasi and 

aoe Jaintid Hills, and are continued in the Garo 

Hills; but the limestone is not of a very superior quality. Large 

quantities of lime, obtained from the Khasi and Jaintia Hills, are exported 

to Bengal, where it is known as Sylhet lime. The exports of this 

mineral have recently amounted to 15,00,000 maunds, valued at 
Rs. 4,50,000. 


101. Limestone also exists in small quantities near the coal- 
measures in the Naga Hills; while in the lower ranges of the Bhutan 


Alum shales. 


MINES AND MINERALS. 19 


Hills bordering on the Darrang district, large quantities of excellent 
travertine are procurable, yielding more than 90 per cent. of lime. 


102. Gold-dust has been found in most of the streams which issue 

Bain: from the mountains on the north of the Assam 

Valley. In former days, gold-washing was 

actively pursued by the Assamese; but the industry has now for many 
years been abandoned. 


103. Silver has not yet been discovered in Assam, but there are 


Silver. rumours of its presence in the Abor Hills. 
104. There are several mineral and hot springs in the Nowgong 
Sis cecieaa. district, and brine springs exist in the lower 


ranges of the Naga Hills. 


105. The saline springs at Borhdét and Jaipur, in the Lakhimpur 
district, were formerly utilized by the Assamese for the production of salt. 
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CHAPTER II. 


HISTORICAL SUMMARY. 


ee re we 


SECTION 1.--ASSAM PROPER. 


106. Te greater portion of Assam Proper was formerly included 
in the ancient Hindu Kingdom of Kamrup, 
whose dynasty, as a matter of course, traced its 
descent from the heroes of the Mahabdrat. Nearly the whole of this 
territory was, however, wrested from them by the Ahom kings about the 
year 1700, the kings of Kamrup retaining only Darrang. The remain- 
Ing portion of the kingdom of Kamrup was finally absorbed in the 
Ahom kingdom, circa 1790. It was during the reign of Surjé Nardyan, 
one of the last of the Kamruip Rajahs, that the second Mussulman 
invasion of Assam took place. In 1682, Manjur Khan, a general of 
the Emperor of Delhi, invaded Kamrup, and, making Surji Narayan 
prisoner, carried him off to Delhi. 


107. The Ahoms were a Shan tribe who, in the early part of the 13th 
century, entered the Brahmaputra Valley from 
Burma. About the year 1655, the reigning 
king, Chutumla, adopted the Hindu religion, and assumed the name of 
Jaiyadhajia Sing. Towards the end of his reign occurred the first 
Mussulman invasion of Assam. Mir Jumla, the Subahdar of Bengal, 
invaded the Assam Valley, circa 1660. The accounts of the struggle 
that ensued are most conflicting; but itis certain that shortly afterwards 
the Mussulman army evacuated Assam. In 1695, Rudru Sing, the 
greatest of the Ahom princes, ascended the throne. This prince 
conquered the whole of the Brahmaputra Valley. In 1780, Gourinath 
Sing succeeded to the throne. His reign was marked chiefly by a 
formidable rising of the Modmariahs, a powerful religious sect. Gouri- 
nath, being hard pressed, applied in his extremity to Mr. Raush, a 
salt-farmer at Godlpdra. Mr. Raush, it is said, sent a Lady of 700 sipahis 
to Gourinath’s aid, but these sipahis were cut to pieces by the Moama- 
riahs. The Rajah of Manipur also sent an armed force to Gourinath’s 
assistance, but the Manipuris were likewise defeated. At this juncture, 
the King of Darrang, Kissen Narayan, taking advantage of Gouri- 
nath’s distress, made an attack upon Gauhati, whither Gourinath 
had retired. Gourindth again applied to Mr. Raush fg help, and 


Kingdom of Kamrip. 


The Ahom Kingdom. 
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also sent a deputation to Calcutta. At the close of 1792, the British 
Government sent a detachment, under the command of Captain 
Welsh, to assist Gourindth. Captain Welsh defeated Kissen 
Narayan ; put down the Moamariah insurrection; and reduced the 
whole valley to obedience. He was, however, recalled in 1794. A 
few months later Gourinath died. He was succeeded by Komales- 
war Sing, who was a mere puppet in the hands of his minister. He 
died in 1809, and was succeeded by his brother Chandra Kanta Sing. 
The reign of this prince was marked by the appearance of the Burmese 
in Assam. Chandra Kanta, having quarrelled with his minister, the 
Bura Gohain, applied for aid to the Burmese. The Burmese entered 
Assam with a force with which the Assamese were utterty unable to 
cope. Shortly after, however, the Burmese retired, when the Bura 
Gohain deposed Chandra Kanta, and set up Purander Sing. Chandra 
Kanta again applied to the Burmese, who sent an army, which reinstated 
him. In 1819, Purander Sing applied for aid to the British Govern- 
ment, but was refused. Chandra Kanta, however, quarrelled with the 
Burmese, who finally expelled him from Assam, and he sought refuge 
with the British officers at Goalpara. But at this juncture matters had 
come to a crisis between the British and the Burmese, and on the 5th 
March, 1824, war was declared against Burma. A British force, advancin 
with a gunboat flotilla, conquered the valley as far as Koliabar, an 
during the next cold season completed the subjugation of the valley. 
Finally, on the 24th February, 1826, the Burmese, by the treaty of 
Yandaboo, ceded Assam to the East India Company. 


108. In 1832, a part of Upper Assam was constituted a separate 

ie Nae principality, and made over to Purander Sing. 

urander Sing was, however, deposed for 

misgovernment in 1838, and the entire Province was then taken under 

British administration. By degrees, a regular Administration was 

established. The Commissioner of the North-East Frontier became 
Commissioner of Assam. 


109. The system of administration introduced immediately after the 
annexation of the Province was very simple. For the administration of 
civil justice, native courts were established, each having a president ahd 
three assessors, vested with the powers then exercised by the Sudder 
Ameens and Moonsiffs of the Regulation Provinces. Appeals from the 
senior punchayat court, as well as all original suits Barend their powers, 
were cognizable by the Commissioner, and his decision was final. 


110. Intheadministration of criminal justice, the Assistants were 
authorized to perform the functions of Magistrates, and to commit offenders 
to trial before punchayats, to be made over by themselves. The 
punchayat gave a decision as to the guilt or innocence of the accused, 
and in all cases not involving a severer punishment than Magistrates 
were competent to award the Assistants passed sentence. in more 
heinous cases, the proceedings of the punchayet, with the opinion of the 
Assistant thereon, were forwarded to the Commissioner for final decision, 
and he wag empowered to pass sentence of death for the crimes of 
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murder, and robbery attended with murder. In 1835, Act II. of that 
year was passed, by which Assam was placed under the Sudder Court 
in regard to the administration of civil and criminal justice, and under 
the Board of Revenue in matters relating to the fiscal administration of 
the Province. 


111. In January, 1837, a code of rules for the administration of 
Assam was promulgated by the Sudder Court, with the sanction of 
Government. These rules, which were subsequently revised in 1847, 
formed the law of procedure in Assam and North-East Rangpur, or the 
district of Goalpara, till they were superseded by the Civil and Criminal 
Procedure Codes. The courts in Assam and Godlpéra continued to be 
guided by the spirit of the general Regulations. 


112. The Civil Procedure Code (Act VIII. of 1859) was extended to 
Assam on the 26th April, 1860, and the Criminal Procedure Code (Act 
XXV. of 1861) was brought into operation from the lst January, 1862. 
Act V. of 1861 (the Bangal Polica Act) was introduced in 1862. 


113. In 1839, an officer was added as Deputy-Commissioner (since 
1861 called Judicial Commissioner), who relieved the Agent of his duties 
as Civil and Sessions Judge. 


114. In 1843, there were only six Principal Assistants and three 
Junior Assistants in the Province. The subordinate officers in this, as in 
the other non-Regulation Provinces, were styled Principal Assistants, 
Senior Assistants, and Junior Assistants. In 1861, these officers were 
graded into Deputy-Commissioners of the Ist, 2nd, and 3rd class, and 
Assistant-Commissioners. The Sub-Assistants and Additional Assistants, 
Extra-Assistants as they were sometimes called, were all styled Extra- 
Assistant-Commissioners. 


SECTION 2.—CACHAR. 


115. Cachar was originally ruled over by an independent native 
dynasty. The Cachar Rajahs became involved in the domestic disturbances 
of their neighbour, the Manipur State, and this led to the invasion of Cachar 
by the Burmese, who had been called in to the aid of some disputants. 
for the throne of Manipur. The Burmese occupied Cachar, and turned 
out the Rajah Govind Chandra. This prince applied for aid to the 
British, who had just declared war agaist Burma Ser A British 
force entered Cachar, and in 1826 the Burmese were expelled from both 
Cachar and Manipur. Upon conclusion of peace with Burma, Cachar 
was restored to Govind Chandra. In 1830, the rajah died without issue, 
and, under the provisions of tho treaty of 1826, Cachar lapsed to the 
British power. The only subsequent historical event of any note was 
the defeat and dispersion, in December, 1857, of a body of mutineers who 
came into the district from Chittagong. 

116. Act VI. of 1835 placed the district of Cachar under the Sudder 
Court and the Board of Revenue. From this time, the courts in Cachar 
were guided by the spirit of the general Regulations and Acts. 
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SECTION 3.—SYLHET anp JAINTIA. 


117. Sylhet Proper came into British possession together with the 
Dewanny of Lower Bengal, but Jaintia still continued to be governed 
by Rajahs of its own. In 1835, owing to the barbarous immolation of 
three British subjects at the shrine of Kdli, and the refusal of the Rajah 
to listen to demands for redress, and for the punishment of the murderers, 
a British force was sent into Jaintia, the then reigning Rajah was deposed, 
and Jaintia was annexed to British territory. 


SECTION 4.—KHASI anp JAINTIA HILLS. 


118. Nunklow, in the Khasi Hills, had been adopted as a place of 
residence by some European British subjects in 1826, under a treaty 
with the Rajah, who had agreed to allow a road to be made across the 
hills, to connect Cachar and Sylhet with the Assam Valley. Owing 
to misunderstandings, and the misconduct of some Bengali followers, 
growing discontent and apprehension were fanned into a flame; 
and, on the 4th April, 1829, the Khasids rose and massacred 
Lieutenants Bedingfield and Burlton and some sepoys. A harassing 
war ensued, but in 1833 the chiefs finall pated their submission. 
In 1835 a Political Agency was established at Nunklow. 


119. When, in 1835, we annexed the plains portion of Jaintia, the 
rajah voluntarily resigned the hill portion of his territory, of which we 
took possession. On the imposition of a house-tax, in 1860, the Syntengs 
rose in rebellion, but the insurrection was soon put down. In 1862, 
they rose again, in consequence of an income-tax being imposed upon 
them, and this rising was not put down without some difficulty. Since 
then they have been uninterruptedly peaceable and contented. 


SECTION 5.—THE GARO ann NAGA HILLS. 


120. The Garo Hills were considered as included in the district of 
Goalpara till the year 1866, when they were put under a separate officer. 
This measure was legalized by Act XXII. of 1869, by which the 
executive Government was vested with power to frame rules for the 
administration of the tract in question, as well as of certain other 
tracts of country, to which the Act might be extended by Government. 


121. In the cold weather of 1872-73, an expeditionary force was 
sent against the independent Garos, to punish them for raids committed 
by them upon dependent villages, and to exact their submission. The 
expedition was entirely successful, and the peace of the district has 
since been undisturbed. 

122. Like the Garo Hills, the Naga Hills, from which raids were 
continually being made into our plains posses- 
sions, were placed under a separate officer in 
1866, who was charged with the political superintendence of the 
Angami-Naga country. 


The Niéga Hills. 
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SECTION 6.—FORMATION or CHIEF COMMISSIONERSHIP. 


123. Under a proclamation published on the 7th February, 1874, 
the districts of Kamrup, Darrang, Nowgong, Sibsagar, Lakhimpur, 
Garo Hills, Khasi and Jaintiia Hills, Naga Hills, Cachar, and 
Goalpara were separated from the Lieutenant-Governorship of Lower 
Bengal and formed into a Chief Commissionership. In September of 
the same year, the district of Sylhet was added. 
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CHAPTER III. 


FORM OF ADMINISTRATION. 


—_——_ @—__ 


SECTION 1—GENERAL ADMINISTRATIVE SYSTEM anp 
STAFF. 


124. TE administration of the Province is entrusted to a Chief 
Commissioner, acting immediately under the orders of the Government 
of India. The Chief Commissioner has ordinarily the powers of a Local 
Government. He is assisted by a Secretary and Assistant-Secretary, 
and exercises complete control over all departments and branches of the 
Administration, with the exception that, in purely judicial matters, save 
in the hill districts, the directing and appellate authority rests with the 
High Court of Calcutta. In the hill districts such authority is vested in 
the Chief Commissioner. There are no Commissioners in this Province, 
to exercise intermediate supervision and control between the head of the 
Administration and the executive staff. The immediate and responsible 
agent of administration, and representative of the authority of Government 
in each district, is the Deputy-Commissioner. With him rests the 
organization, supervision, and control of all the multifarious departments 
and branches of revenue and executive administration; and he has, 
besides, important judicial functions entrusted to him. 


125. The Deputy-Commissioner is assisted by Assistant-Commis- 
sioners and Extra-Assistant-Commissioners, to whom he allots such parts 
of his duties as they are empowered to perform. Honorary Magistrates 
are also appointed in certain localities, with powers to try petty cases. 
In the Police Department, the Deputy-Commissioner is ordinarily assisted 
by a special officer, the District Superintendent of Police, to whom is 
entrusted the immediate management of that department. 


126. The lower subordinate links in the chain of executive authority 
are organized under different systems in different parts of the Province. 
In Assam Proper, each district is divided into numerous fiscal divisions, 
termed mouzahs, over each of which is appointed a resident mouzahdar, 
who collects the Government revenue, and acts generally as the 
executant of the orders of the Deputy-Commissioner among the rural 
population. 


127. In Goalpara and Sylhet, where the permanent settlement is in 
operation, there are no such subordinate fiscal officers, and all executive 


orders have to be carried out by the central authority. 
I1.A—4 
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128. In Cachar there are fiscal and executive officers, termed 
tahsildars, whose functions and responsibilities differ materially from 
those of the mouzahdars in Assam Proper. 


129. Judicial powers, both criminal and civil, are exercised in various 
radations by the Deputy-Commissioners, Assistant-Commissioners, and 
ies a AceistcuieConiuissioners in addition to their administrative duties. 
In Sylhet alone the lower grades of the judicial officers perform no 
administrative functions. Tbe power and authority of Civil and Sessions 
Judge for all the districts of the Assam Valley are centred in one officer, 
the Sule of the Assam Valley Districts. The Judge of Sylhet is also 
Sessions Judge for Cachar, but has no jurisdiction in that district in 
civil cases, the functions of the Civil Judge there devolving on the 
Deputy-Commissioner. 


130. The judicial and administrative staff of the Province consists of 
two Judges, eleven Deputy-Commissioners, eighteen Assistant-Commis- 
sioners, twenty-four lixtra-Assistant-Commissioners, eight subordinate 
judicial officers (Sylhet), two Sub-Deputy-Collectors (Sylhet), and a special 
establishment of one Assistant-Commissioner and two Deputy-Collectors 
for settlement work. The number of Honorary Magistrates at present is 
twenty-five. There are also two special Extra-Assistant-Commissioners 
appointed in the districts of Cachar and Lakhimpur, to assist in political 
dealings with the hill tribes. 


131. The members of the higher branches of this staff consist 
principally of military officers and covenanted civilians, with a few 
uncovenanted officers. In Sylhet, the appointments are reserved, by 
order of the Government of India, for covenanted civilians only. The 
lower grades of the service are chiefly filled by natives. All the appoint- 
ments are made by the Government of India. 


132. The civil police force consists of five District Superintendents, 
six Assistant-Superintendents, twenty-five Inspectors, and 2,704 petty 
officers and constables. Besides these, the frontier police in Cachar and 
Sylhet number 630 petty officers and men. 


133. The police officers are considered, for purposes of promotion, 
to be borne on the list of the Bengal police. 


134. Jails are entrusted to the immediate management of the civil 
medical officer of the station; and the care of the one ‘Lunatic Asylum in 
the Province devolves also on that functionary ;—the Deputy-Commissioner 
exercising a general superintendence. 


135. The supervision and control of the department of Police and 
Jails, as well as of Excise and Stamps, rest for the present with the 
central Administration. 


136. The Educational Department is supervised by an Inspector of 
Schools, who is borne on the graded list of Bengal; and this officer is 
also in charge of the Registration Department. He is assisted in his 
educational duties by a stati of nine Deputy-Inspectors, with twelve Sub- 
Inspectors below them. 
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137. The Forest Department is managed by a Deputy-Conservator, 
assisted by Assistant-Conservators and subordinate establishments. 


138. The Medical Department is under the supervision of the 
Deputy-Surgeon-General of the Dacca Circle, who has his head-quarters 
at Shillong. Vaccination and Dispensaries are also under his care. 


139. The accounts of the Province are under the care of a Deputy- 
Accountant-General and his establishment, in subordination to the 
Imperial Department of Accounts. The Postal and Telegraph Depart- 
ments are also branches of Imperial establishments. 


140. The Public Works Department has a separate organization 
of its own, supervised by the Superintending Engineer for the Province, 
who is also Secretary to the Chief Commissioner in this branch of the 
Administration. 


141. A special officer is appointed, as Inspector of Labourers in 
Eber Assam, to supervise the immigration and treatment of imported 
coolies in the numerous tea-gardens of those districts. This duty in other 
districts is performed by the administrative staff. 


142. Of ecclesiastical appointments, only one is held in the Pro- 
vince, by a chaplain on the Bengal establishment, who officiates during 
part of the year at both Gauhati and Shillong. Allowances to officiating 
ministers are given in four other stations. Missionaries in many districts 
are licensed to solemnize marriages under Act XV. of 1872. 


SECTION 2.—LEGISLATIVE AUTHORITY. 


143. Uwnper the provisions of Section 1, Act XX XIII, Vict., chap- 
ter 3, (an Act to make better provision for making Laws and Regulations 
for certain parts of India, and for certain other purposes relating thereto), 
the Chief Commissioner has power to propose to the Governor-General 
in Council drafts of any Regulations, together with the reasons for 
proposing the same, for the peace and government of the territories 
under his administration. Such drafts, when approved of by the 
Governor-General in Council, and after they have received the Governor- 
General’s assent, are published in the Gazette of India and in the Assam 
Gazette, and thereupon have the force of law. 


144. The provisions of Section 1 of Act XX XIII, Vict., chapter 3, 
were, by Resolutions passed by the Secretary of State for India in Council, 
made applicable to the districts of Kamrup, Darrang, Nowgong, Sibsa- 

ar, Lakhimpur, Garo Hills, Khasi and Jaintié Hills, Naga Hills, and 
Cachar: from the Ist January, 1873; to the district of Goalpara from 
15th December, 1873; and to the district of Sylhet from 1st August, 1874. 
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DEPARTMENTAL SYSTEMS. 


SECTION 3.—EDUCATION. 


145. The organization of the Department and the system of instruc- 
tion pursued are similar to those adopted in Bengal, the arrangements 
existing at the time of the formation of the Chief Commissionership 
having been for the most part continued without material alteration. 
The first stages of elementary education, termed “ Primary Instruction,” 
are imparted in primary schools, or pathshalas, which are intended for 
the benefit of the lower masses of the population. The standard of 
education for these schools is what is fried the “ Primary Scholarship 
Course.”’ It consists of reading, writing, the four fundamental rules of 
arithmetic, bazaar and zemindari accounts, and the elements of mensura- 
tion and land surveying. There are 1,159 of these schools, with an 
attendance of about 24,300. To encourage progress in this elementary 
stage of education, scholarships of small amounts are awarded to the 
pupils of these schools who pass the best examination. 


146. The next stage of education, “Secondary Instruction,” is 
eee in two classes of schools:—(1) middle-class schools, (2) High 
Schools. 


147. Middle-class schools are sub-divided into Vernacular and 
English schools. ? 


148. The middle-class Vernacular schools teach up to a standard 
known as the “ Vernacular Scholarship Course,” which consists of— 
(a) Vernacular literature, grammar, and composition. 
(6) History of India and Geography of the World, with special 
oa of the Geography of India and Physical 
Geography. 
(c) Arithmetic, including bazaar and zemindari accounts. 


(2) Euclid, Book I., Mensuration and Elementary Surveying, 
both practical and theoretical. 


(e) Science, each candidate to take up two of the following 


subjects :— 
I. Chemistry. 
II. Botany. 


{If. Natural Philosophy and Physica! Science. 
There are sixty of these schools, with 3,300 pupils. 
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149. Middle-class English schools teach up to the standard known 
as the “ Minor Scholarship Course,” which is the same as the Vernacular 
scholarship course, excepting that for (a) Vernacular Literature, Grammar, 
and Composition, is substituted— 


(2) English Spelling, Grammar, and Translation ; the text-book 
being Lethbridge’s Easy Selections from Modern English 
Standard Works. 


There are thirty-two of these schools, with about 2,000 pupils. 


150. High Schools teach the Calcutta University Entrance Course. 
There are nine of these schools, with 1,450 pupils. 


151. The highest stage of education, termed “ Superior Instruc- 
tion,” is designed to continue the education of students who have already 
matriculated at the Calcutta University, to enable them to pass further 
University degrees. This class of education, up to the standard of the 
First Arts Examination, was imparted at the Gauhati High School till 
recently; but the system, being found unnecessary for local requirements, 
has been discontinued. 


152. Normal schools are maintained for educating a supply of 
teachers for vernacular and primary schools. There are eleven of these 
institutions in the Province, with an attendance of 380 pupils. Eicht of 
these are Government institutions, and three are maintained by Missionary 
Societies, who receive aid in their support. Those pupils who pass the 
required examinations, obtain teachership certificates according to their 
acquirements. Such certificates are also obtainable at these examinations 
by teachers of pathshalas and other vernacular schools who may wish to 

resent themselves for examination, besides by the pupils in the normal 
schools. Some of the normal school pupils receive stipends from Govern- 
ment, and in such cases they enter into an engagement to serve as 
teachers for a stipulated period, if required,—failing which, they are 
bound to refund the amount of the stipends received. The three mission 
schools have 99 pupils, who almost exclusively belong to the aboriginal 
races—such as Mikirs, Garos, and Cacharis. e mission village schools 
are started by the pupils trained in these institutions. These schools are 

rimary schools, and are some forty in number. They have been included 
in the figures (1,159) given in para. 145. 


153. “Technical Schools” are for giving instruction in the useful 
arts. Two of these institutions are maintained in the Province, both in 
the Sibsagar district, out of the Williamson Endowment Fund, which 

rovides an income of about Rs. 4,600 a year. One of these, at 
Sorhat, gives instruction in carpentry, blacksmith’s work, &c., and the 
other at Golaghat, teaches surveying. 


154. Elementary schools for female education are maintained 
in all districts, but the attendance is very scanty, except in the Khasi 
Hills, where the prejudice against female education is less strong, and 
where the missionaries have long been aiding in the work. 
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155. The establishment, maintenance, and management of all 
schools are arranged for by District Committees, under the general 
supervision and inspection of the head of the department. The District 
Committees are selected from the leading residents in the district, and 
are presided over by the Deputy-Commissioner, under whose authority 
the Deputy-Luspector of the district 1s placed. 


156. Certain sums are allotted by the Local Government to each 
district, according to its requirements, assiening separately the allot- 
ments for middle or lneher edueation ‘and that for primary education. 
The allotment for primary education is placed under the control of the 
Deputy Commissioner, who allots grants, with the advice of the District 
School Committee. ‘The allotment made to a district for giving grants- 
in-aid is distributed by the District School Committee, under the advice 
of the Inspector, and under the Grant-in-aid Rules sanctioned in 1873 
by the Government of India for use in Bengal. In the case of the 
middle and higher education allotment, the ‘proposals of the District 
Cominittce require the sanction of superior authority. 


157. <A total sum of about Rs. 1,80,000 is ordinarily assigned from 
the Provincial Funds for educational purposes 3 but this sum is liable to 
fluctuation, from financial exigencies, In any particular vear. This, with 
cneniauons from Local I unds, al with fees from aided schools and 
other minor sources, makes the Foal available income of the department 
about Ks. 2,00, QUO. Of this sum, about Rs. 78,000 are ordinarily 
allotted to primary, Rs. 1,10,000 to ate lle and higher education, and 
Its. 62,000 to direction and inspection, scholarship rewards, &c. 


SECTION 4.—IMMIGRATION axnp LABOUR INSPECTION. 


158. The importance of the labour question to Assam and the tea 
industry has becn recognized from almost the 
very commencement of the tea enterprise. 
From the sparseness of the local population, and the peculiar apathy 
and indolenee of their dispositions, it was plain from the outset that 
jungle clearances and tea cultivation could only be carried out by 
imported labourers. 


Introductory remarks. 


159. <As these supplies of imported Jabour began to flow into the 
Provinee in obedience to the demand which had 

ee of legislation on the arisen, it beeame the obvious duty of Govern- 
ment to Jecislate in the interests both of the 

imported labourer and of the employer, and to frame rules regulating 
the immigration of natives of India to the tea districts, and the manner 
of engaving and contracting with them and providing for their pro- 
tection, and for the enforcement of the contracts of service entered into 
py them. The first of the Labour Acts was Act ITI. of 1863 (B.C.) This 
Act was an Act to reculate the transport of native labourers emigrating 
to Assam, Cachar, ‘and Sylhet. In 1865, an Act (Act VI. of 1865, 
B.C.) was passed to provide for the protection of the labourers after their 
arrival in the labour districts, and for the enforcement of the contracts 
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entered into by them. Then came Act II. of 1870, which consolidated 
and amended the law relating to the transport of labourers to the labour 
districts and their employment therein, and which repealed the two 
previous Acts. Lastly came Act VII. of 1873 (B.C.), which ee 
Act II. of 1870 (B.C.) Act VII. of 1873 (B.C.) is the Act which now 
regulates immigration into this Province, and the relations between the 
employer and the labourer after the latter’s arrival in the Province. 


160. The recruiting of labourers imported into the labour districts 
under the provisions of Act VII. of 1873 (B.C.) 
system of immigration. is carried on by licensed recruiters, who, as a 
rule, are in the service of licensed contractors, 
and by garden sirdars authorized by employers to engage labourers. 
A contractor may, under the provisions of the Act, recruit himself. 
Licensed recruiters are bound to provide accommodation for the emigrants 
engaged by them pending their removal to a depdét, and they are also 
bound, throughout the journey to such depdt, to provide proper and 
sufficient food and lodging for such emigrants. Garden sirdars are 
bound to provide the labourers whom they engage with proper and 
sufficient food and lodging throughout their journey to the place in 
which they are to he employed. And if a garden sirdar is authorized to 
engage more than twenty labourers, he is in all respects, save as regards 
his certificate, subject to the provisions of the Act which relate to 
recruiters. 


161. Every contractor is bound to establish a depét in which the 
labourers recruited for or by him are to be 
lodged, fed, clothed, and otherwise cared for, 
pending their shipment for the labour districts. On the arrival of an 
emigrant at a depot, he is at once inspected by the resident medical 
officer, and his arrival is reported to the Superintendent of Emigration. 


162. The Act only provides for the transport of the emigrant by 
rane water to the labour districts, and for his trans- 

port from the place of debarkation to the gurden 

upon which he has contracted to labour. The Act does not provide for 
the transport of emigrants by land to the labour districts. If the 
emigrants in any batch exceed twenty in number, such batch can be 
conveyed by water to the labour districts only in a vessel duly licensed 
by the embarkation agent. The Act provides for due care being taken 
of the emigrants during the voyage. Provisions, clothing, medical 
drugs, and other stores, have to be provided for the emigrants, and 
elaborate sanitary rules have to be observed. The Act and rules 
provide, further, for the proper care of the emigrants at the place of 
disembarkation and during their transport from the place of disembarka- 


tion to the garden or gardens upon which they have contracted to 
labour. 


163. With the manner of recruiting labourers and with their treat- 

Pony. wher: Ae deienat ment at the depot, this Administration is not 

comes under the care of this directly concerned, and it is only for a small 
nistration. ak oa 

portion of the upward voyage that its officers 

have to deal with the question of the transport of the immigrants by 


Present 
—Recruit 


The depit. 
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river and of their care during the voyage. Immigrants to the districts 
of Assam Proper come under the care of this Administration, both by the 
water and by the overland route, at Dhubri, in Goalpara. Immigrants 
for Sylhet and Cachar may be said to fairly come under the care of this 
Administration at Abidabad, in Sylhet. Overland immigration to the 
districts of Sylhet and Cachar is unknown. 


164. The employer of labourers is bound to provide for them 

sufficient and proper louse-accommodation, 

gariey, © ‘he labourers at the water-supply, sanitary arrangements, and rice. 

He is also bound to provide for them sufficient 

hospital accommodation and proper medicines, and, under certain 

circumstances, the services of a medical officer holding a medical 
diploma as licentiate in medicine. 


165. The duty of inspecting the tea-gardens upon which immi- 
ee grants are employed is performed by Inspectors 
and Assistant-Inspectors of Labourers. There 
is a special Inspector of Labourers for Upper Assam (Sibsagar and 
Lakhimpur); but in the other districts of the province the Deputy- 
Commissioners are ex-officio Inspectors of Labourers, and the senior 
Assistant-Commissioner at head-quarters is generally gazetted as 
Assistant-Inspector. Sabai isional officers are e.-officio Assistant- 
Inspectors of Labourers within their sub-divisions. Every Inspector of 
Labourers is bound to visit, at stated intervals, all lands within the limits 
of his authority on which any labourers are employed, and to inspect 
all buildings, &c., used by such labourers, and to investigate the condition 
of the labourers. Each inspector has to submit an annual report upon 
each garden within his jurisdiction, in which report the following points 
have to be specially noted—viz., the nature of the buildings in which the 
labourers are housed, with respect to accommodation, comfort, and 
sanitation ; the facility of obtaining supplies of good food and water ; 
the general treatment and condition of the labourers ; and the sufficiency 
or otherwise of the hospital accommodation, and the qualifications of 
the medical officer. 


166. <A form of contract is prescribed by the Act by which the 
labourer who has contracted to labour on the 
cnilicer the interest of the employer’s garden for a certain period (not ex- 
ceeding three years from the date of his arrival 
on the employer’s estate), binds himself to proceed thither and to remain 
and labour on such estate for the period mentioned in the contract. On 
the other hand, the employer binds himself to pay the labourer at a 
certain monthly rate during the period of contract, and to supply him 
with rice at a certain price. To ensure that each labourer shall perform 
a fair day’s work, the employer, with the sanction of the Inspector of 
Labourers, is empowered to fix the daily tasks to be executed by the 
labourers employed by him, and to frame a schedule of such daily 
tasks. The labourer is bound to work in accordance with the approved 
schedule of daily tasks, and upon his due performance of such tasks 
depends the amount of his net pay. Punishment is provided for 
absence from labour without sufficient cause, and for desertion. 
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167. In the case of unhealthy gardens unfit for the residence of 
labourers, and in the case of gardens where the 
tants, in the interest of the death rate is above a certain percentage, the law 
. provides for the cancellation of the labourer’s 
contract ; so also in the case of a labourer who has become temporarily 
unfitted for labour, the law provides for the temporary suspension of 
his contract, the employer being bound during the period of such sus- - 
pension to give the labourer a fair subsistence allowance. If such 
labourer becomes permanently incapacitated for labour, the Inspector 
of Labourers can cancel his contract, and such labourer is entitled to 
receive from his employer such sum, not exceeding three mouths’ wages, 
as the Inspector may award, so that he may have the means of 
returning to his home. 


168. At the expiration of the period for which he has contracted to 

Bled aad a labour, every labourer is entitled to have the 

completion of his contract registered by the 

Inspector or Assistant-Inspector of Labourers, and to receive from him 

a certificate of release. The law also provides for the release, by 

purchase, of any labourer able and willing to redeem, by a money 
payment, the unexpired portion of his contract. 


169. Labourers whose contracts have expired are at liberty to 
re-engage themselves. 


170. All women, children, and aged relatives of emigrants, who 
fests may accompany such emigrants to the labour 
ees districts without having entered into an engage- 
ment, are called dependents. They have, like emigrants, to be rovided 
with proper food and lodging during the journey to the depdt and during 
the voyage to the labour districts, and are on the same footing as emigrants 
with regard to the supply of provisions, clothing, and medical stores. 


171. Free labourers may be divided into two classes :— 


I.—Immigrants. 
Eres enoarers: II.—Local labourers. 


To the first class the term “free labourer” is hardly applicable, as 
nearly all labourers of this class are imported under contracts 
other than contracts under the provisions of Act VII. of 1873 (B.C.) 
Some, however, come voluntarily in search of work. Of the second 
class, there are comparatively few in the Province, except in Sylhet. 


172. The labourers imported into this Province come principally 
from Bengal, Chutia Nagpur, and the North- 
on epee Nuance laboar = Western Brovineee: a few from Nepal and 
Madras. Immigrants from Lower Bengal stand 
the climate of Assam better than the immigrants from other parts of 
India. To labourers from the North-Western Provinces, the climate of 
Assam is exceedingly trying. : 
11.A— 


34 ASSAM ADMINISTRATION REPORT. 


SECTION 5.—PUBLIC WORKS. 


173. For the more efficient administration of the Public bakes 
ms ent, Department, it was found necessary, as far bac 
Penne mecelere eran as 1868, to vest the Commisioce of Assam with 
the powers of a Local Administration, subordinate to the Government 
of Bengal. But his authority to sanction expenditure was then limited 
to works costing Rs. 5,000. The Superintending Engineer was at the 
same time vested locally with the powers of a Chief Engineer, and was 
appointed Secretary to the Commissioner in the Public Works Depart- 
ment. On the formation of Assam, therefore, into a Chief Commis- 
sionership, the organization of the Public Works Department was 
already adapted in some measure for a separate Administration. The 
transfer of Sylhet and Cachar to the Assam Administration added one 
executive charge to the Province in the Surmé Valley. The number of 
executive divisions previously existing in Assam Proper was _ three. 
The only other change in the organization of the Public Works Depart- 
ment that resulted from the separation of Assam was the transfer of 
the office of the Superintending Engineer and Secretary, and of the 
Deputy-Examiner of Public Works Accounts, from Gauhati to Shillong, 
and the creation of a new Executive-Engineer’s charge at Shillong. 
The head-quarters of the new Administration having been established 
at the central station of Shillong, situated nearly midway between the 
Brahmaputra and Surma Valleys, on the plateau of the Khasi Hills, 
new offices had to be built there, and cart-roads made to communicate 
with the plains on either side, and this was sufficient work to require 
that an Executive-Engineer should be specially appointed to it. 


174, The annual assignment for Imperial Works varies from year 
to year, the grant being fixed according to the 

Im ssignm y & 5 
ee ee demands of the year. ‘The grants for 1874-75 
and 1875-76, for instance, compared with expenditure, were as follows :— 














1874-75. 1875-76. 
Imperial Outlay. a ae ee ee 
Grant. Expenditure. Grant. | Expenditure. 
| Re. | Rs. | Re. | Rs. 
| 
Military Works  .........csccscsssccsees 44,600 50,299 37,000 37,088 
Civil Buildings.............000. eeenbeies 21,100 14,383 15,000 |. 13,966 
Establishment .........ccccccccscsccecces 16,425 15,440 13,000 12,763 
Barrack Departinent. sscsccssisccescan | dewseess- (|. coweseeees: | Gescewces 150 





Total ..ccecse: 82,125 | 80,122 ! 65,060 | 63,967 


175. . The proportion of the Provincial assignment of Bengal, which 
rere was allotted to Assam on its separation, was 
Ley nee fixed at Rs. 2,90,000 in the Resolution of 

the Government of India quoted in the margin. Subsequently, His 
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Excellency the Viceroy paid a visit to Assam, in August, 1874, and, after 
Public Works Department Personal consultation with the Chief Commis- 
Resolution No. 2,998, dated 16th sioner, fixed the future assignment for Public 


May, 1874, Works at Rs. 7,00,000. 


176. Since 1872, district road work has been under the management 
of a committee in each district, presided over by 
the Deputy-Commissioner, as sa fs Chairman. 
The funds at their disposal were partly obtained from tolls and ferries 
on local roads, and other miscellaneous sources, but principally from 

nts made by the Bengal Government from the Amalgamated District 


oad Fund. 


177. At the time of the establishment of the new Administration in 
this Province, the old Government Estates Improvement Fund was just 
ceasing to exist, the Government of India having resolved that it should 
expire on 31st March, 1874. 


Local Funds. 


178. The Bengal Government, however, urged the question of pro- 
viding funds for local improvements in the Assam districts, in which 
Government was the landlord ; and, ultimately, the Government of India, 
in lieu of the former contribution, assigned one anna for every rupee, t.e., 
one-seventeenth of the net land revenue of Assam and the Eastern Duars, 
from Ist April, 1874, for local purposes. The money was to be spent in 
the districts in which it was raised. In September, 1874, the Chief 
Commissioner issued orders for the administration and expenditure of 
the funds thus assigned. 


179. The District Improvement Fund was created by the Chief 
Commissioner in September, 1874, in supersession of the old Government 
Estates Improvement Fund and the District Road Fund. It is divided 
into four minor sub-heads of account, viz., the District Road, Miscella- 
neous Improvement, Primary Schools, and Reserve Accounts, all of 
which, except the Primary Schools Account, are administered in the 
Public Works Department. 


180. At the time of its creation, the assets of the District Improve- 
ment Fund consisted of— 


(a.) Unexpended balance of old Government Estates Improve- 
ment Fund on 1st April, 1874. 


(b.) Government annual assignment of one-seventeenth of the 
land revenue. 

(c.) Local cesses. 

(d.) Grants from Provincial Funds. 

(e.) Balance on Ist April, 1874, and subsequent receipts of 
the District Road Fund Account. 


(f.) Other sources of income, such as tolls and ferries on 
district roads, and such miscellaneous receipts as fines, 
fees, refunds, dc. 


The items of assets (c), (d), (e), (/), are all credited to the District 
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Road Account. The item (a) was divided between the Road and 
Reserve Accounts, and the item (b) was assigned as follows :— 


One-fourth to Reserve Account. 

Three-cighths to Road 5 

One-cighth to Miscellaneous Improvement Account. 
One-fourth to Primary Schools. 


181. The whole of the assets of the District Improvement Fund 
of any district are only available for expenditure in that district ; and 
the Chief Commissioner decided that half of the unexpended balance of 
all the other sub-accounts at the end of each year should lapse to 
Reserve Account, the other half remaining as an opening balance for 
the following year. 


182. The District Road Account is, as before, under the control 
of a Committee in cach distriet, presided over by the Deputy-Commis- 
sioner, as Chairman, and the funds can only be spent on road works. 


183. The Miscellaneous Improvement Account is under the control 
of the Deputv-Commissioner of each district, and is to be expended on 
works of public improvement other than road works. 


184. The Reserve Account is kept under the direct control of the 
Chief Commissioner, and is intended for special works. Expenditure is 
usually incurred from the funds of this account by grants-in-aid to 
Local or Provincial works, but always for expenditure in the district 
concerned. 


185. The opening balances of the District Improvement Funds in the 
various districts on Ist April, 1874, amounted to Rs. 3,00,176 ; of this 
amount, Ks. 1,48,292 were assigned to the various Road Accounts and 
the remainder to the Reserve. 


186. The annual income of the Road Account from the Government 
assignment is about Rs. 55,000, and the income from other sources about 
Rs. 48,000. The income of the Miscellaneous Improvement Account is 
about Rs. 18,000, and that of the Reserve about Rs. 36,000, all obtained 
from the Government assignment. 


187. Besides the District Improvement Fund, another Local Fund, 
called the “ Assam Local Fund,” was created. The only portions, 
however, of this fund that are administered in the Public Works 
Department are the reccipts from tolls and ferries on Provincial roads, 
and from staging-bungalows throughout the Province, and the expendi- 
ture on the establishments of such ferries and staging-bungalows, 
serais, &c. 


SECTION 6.—MUNICIPALITIES. 
188. The provisions of Act III. of 1864 (B.C.), the “ Municipal 


Act,” have been extended to only one town in the Province, Gauhati. 
Under this Act an annual rate is imposed upon all houses, buildings, 
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and lands within the municipality, and the money obtained by this 
rate and from some other sources constitutes the municipal fund, which 
is administered by the Municipal Commissioners. 


189. The “ District Towns Act’”—Act VI. of 1868 (B.C.)—is in 
force in the towns of Sylhet and Godlpéra. The tax levied under the 
provisions of this Act is an assessment, according to the circumstances 
and the property to be protected, of the persons liable to the same ; and 
the proceeds of such assessment, together with certain other moneys, 
constitute the Town Fund, which is administered by the Town Committee. 


190. The town of Silchér is a chowkidari union under Act XX. of 
1856, the taxation being assessed on the same principle as under the 
District Towns Act. 


191. The funds at the disposal of these several municipalities are 
expended principally in maintaining the town police, in measures of 
conservancy, and in executing petty public works. 


192. In Assam Proper the land revenue of the town mouzah in 
which the station is situated is assigned to each head-quarters station and 
the principal sub-divisions, for purposes of sanitation and the mainte- 
nance and improvement of the station roads, the native bazars, and 
similar objects. The funds are at the disposal of the Deputy-Commis- 
sioner. 


SECTION 7.—FINANCE. 


193. The financial arrangements of the Province are supervised, and 
the accounts kept, by a special Department of 
Account, a branch of the central Financial 
Department of the empire. It is under the charge of a Deputy- 
Accountant-General and subordinate staff, and is located at the head- 
quarters of the Province. 


194. The aggregate Imperial revenue derived from the Province is 
at present about fifty-six lakhs, of which about 
334 lakhs are from land revenue, fourteen lakhs 
from excise (twelve lakhs of which are contributed by opium alone), five 
lakhs from stamps, and the rest from smaller heads of accounts. 

195. Against this income, the expenditure is, roughly speaking, 
eighteen lakhs on general administration (in- 
cluding all the administrative and judicial ser- 
vices aad other heads), while another eighteen lakhs are spent on depart- 
mental administration (including Provincial Public Works, Police, 5 ails, 
Education, Excise, &c.), leaving a balance of about twenty lakhs as a 
contribution to the general finances of the empire. 


196. Out of this twenty lakhs, a sum of about eight lakhs is ex- 

pended on Imperial purposes in the Province,— 

Sees such as Imperial Public Works, and the Tele- 

graph and Military Departments,—leaving a net balance in favour of 
the Province, as a source of profit to the empire, of some twelve lakhs. 


Account Department. 


Imperial revenue, 


Imperial expenditure. 
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‘197. Indirectly, the Province may be said to contribute consider- 
ably more than this sum, owing to the extensive tea industry in the 
Province, and the consequent addition to the Imperial exchequer derived 
from the customs duties, on account of the machinery, iron, and other 
stores imported on its account. 


198. The surplus funds, accruing as above, in this Province are 
drawn away to Calcutta by means of supply-bills. These bills are granted 
at asmall premium to the agents of tea-planters and others, who are thus 
enabled to provide funds near their gardens in a safe and economical 
manner. the demand for such drafts, however, far exceeds the local 
surplus; and for some years it has been the practice to meet these wants 
by importing specie from other treasuries in Bengal. It will be 
Sead from the statement of annual accounts that, although the net 
surplus revenue of the Province, after paying all charges of every 
description, was in 1874-75 Rs. 9,46,000, and in 1875-76 Rs. 12,82,000, 
large remittances were required to be sent into the Province to meet 
the requirements of the mercantile community, owing to the absence of 
any banking establishments. 


199. The amount of these transactions may be gathered from the 
accounts of 1875-76, detailed in Section 6, 
Chapter V., Part II.B. It will be seen that in 
that year these transactions reached the sum of nearly fifty-six lakhs, 
and that, in order to provide this sum in the Province, the local surplus 
had to be supplemented by supply-bills drawn on other treasuries amount- 
ing to seven lakhs, besides cash importations of forty-one lakhs. The 
Province is quite destitute of banking establishments, and, in default 
of such arrangements on the part of Government, the commercial com- 
munity would have to incur much expense and risk in importing the 
specie required to carry on their operations. These transactions are 
now assuming considerable magnitude and importance, and will doubt- 
less soon attract private enterprise. 


Commercial transactions. 


200. Turning now to Provincial finances. It has been already stated 
that asum of about sixteen lakhs is assigned 
from the Imperial revenues for the maintenance 
of the departmental administration, or Provincial Services. In addition to 
this sum, about a lakh is derived as income from these departments, 
giving a total available income, from which these Provincial Services 
are to be maintained, of about seventeen lakhs. 


Provincial Services.—Income. 


201. This sum is expended, roughly speaking, as follows : seven 
lakhs on Public Works, six lakhs on Police, two 
Seon lakhs on Education, and one lakh on Jails ; the 


balance on minor departments. 


202. Besides the above income, to be devoted to the general 
alee of the Province, there are certain | 


Local Funds. ° ° . 
ocal Funds derived from special sources in each 
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district, which are available for expenditure on local requirements. 
These funds are— 


(1) Assam Local Fund. 

(2) District Improvement Fund. 

(3) District Post Fund. 

(4) Cantonment Fund. 

(5) Municipal Fund. 

(6) Trust Fund, called the Williamson Education Fund. 


203. The Assam Local Fund was constituted in 1874, by 
amalgamating into one account the several 
ere ner Local Wana Provincial Reserve, 
Pounds, Pleaders’ Examination-fees, Police clothing, Circuit-houses, 
and Wards’ estates management, which had before been kept 
distinct. It includes generally all receipts from local taxation, 
which are available for expenditure in any part of the Province,— 
such as receipts from ferries and Provincial roads, pounds, &e. 
To this fund is debited the maintenance of the ferries, pounds, 
and staging-bungalows, from which its income is derived. Its 
expenditure is altogether at the discretion of the Chief Commissioner ; 
and from it allotments are made, as required, to districts, such as the 
hill districts, which have no Local Fund income of their own. The 
income of the fund is usually about Rs. 40,000 annually. 


204. The District Improvement Fund was also constituted in 1874. 
ci Bee _ It exists as a separate fund in each district, 
pale tne except Sylhet. Its chief income is derived in 
each of the plains districts, except Sylhet and part of Godalpara, 
from an assignment of one-seventeenth of the land revenue of the 
district. In Godlpara, the fund is credited with one-seventeenth of 
the land revenue of the Bhutan Duars, and, in addition, an allowance 
of 3 per cent. of the income from the estates owned by Government in 
that district. The permanently-settled part of the district contributes 
nothing. Sylhet has no such fund. Generally, all receipts from local 
taxation, which are only available for expenditure in ihe district in 
which they are raised, are credited to this fund,—such, for instance, 
as tolls at ferries on district roads, and other similar items. 


205. In each district one-fourth of the assignment from land 
revenue is devoted to educational purposes, and is allotted to the 
“Primary School Account.” This account is administered by the 
District Schools Committee. The remainder of the Fund is applied to 
local works and improvements, and is administered by the Public 
Works Department, as described in Section 5 of this chapter. 


206. The District Post Fund exists only in the districts of Sylhet 

pack g ca hens and Goalpara. Itsincome is entirely devoted 

to the maintenance of postal communications 

within the district. Its income consists of a rate levied from persons from 

whom land revenue is due, in proportion to the amount of land revenue 
due from them. 


207. The aggregate general income of these District Improvement 
Funds in the whole Province is about Rs. 1,95,000. 
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208. The Cantonment Funds are formed from the fees from pounds, 
grazing, and other sources in cantonments, and 
are at the disposal of the Military authorities 
in each place where they exist. There are three small cantonments in 
the Province. 


Cantonment Funds. 


209. Municipal Funds are formed by the income derived from the 
taxation, levied in accordance with the Act 
under which the municipality has been con- 
stituted. Among these funds are classed the— 


Town Fund. Town Improvement Fund. 
Bazaar Fund. Chowkidari Fund. 


210. In all the districts of Assam Proper, the land revenue of the 
mouzah in which the station is situated is assigned for the general 
purposes of the conservancy and improvement of the station, and 
is credited (except at Gauhati, where it is credited to the Municipal 
Fund) to the Town Improvement Fund. 


211. The Williamson Education Fund is the income derived from 

an endowment, made for purposes of education 

Williamson Education Fund. + in the district of Sibsagar, by the late Mr. 

Williamson. It is devoted, according to the terms of the bequest, to the 
maintenance of schools at Golaghat and Jorhat, in the district of 

Sibsagar. 


Municipal Funds. 
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CHAPTER IV. 


CHARACTER OF LAND TENURES AND SYSTEM 
OF SETTLEMENT AND SURVEY. 


SECTION 1.—LAND TENURES. 


212. The ordinary land tenures which are prevalent in Assam 
vary considerably in different parts of the Province. Distinct systems 
of tenure are to be found in— 


(1) Assam Proper, (3) Cachar, 
(2) Sylhet and Goalpara, _ (4) The hill districts, and 


among border tribes, 


while several varieties of waste land tenures granted by, Government at 
different periods exist in all the plains districts. 


213. (1) Assam Proper.—There are three distinct tenures in Assam 
Proper, viz., the ordinary ryotwari tenure, the nisf-kheraj tenure, and 
the la-kheraj tenure. 


214. The ordinary tenure is ryotwari, the proprietary right belongin 

to Government. _ According to the usage aad 
custom of the country, confirmed by decisions 
of the local courts, the holder is considered to have a right to retain 
possession of the land covered by his pottah so long as the Government 
revenue due on it is punctually paid. But the Government has the 
right to resume such land, when required for public purposes, on 
compensating the ryot for any houses, crops, trees, d&c., actually 
one on the land at the time of resumption. The leases are 
generally for a period of one year, and the right of transfer is tacitly 
recognized. But holdings settled for a term of years are expressly 
declared by the Assam Settlement Rules to be heritable and transferable, 
= condition of the transfer being registered in the Deputy-Commissioner’s 
office. 


215. Certain large ryotwari holdings are called chamuasin Kamrup 
and Nowgong, and kherdjkhdts in Darrang and 
Lakhimpur. The only distinction between an 
ordinary ryot and a chamuadar or kherajkhatdar is that the latter has the 
privilege of paying the revenue direct into the treasury without the 
intervention of the mouzahdar, to whom the former pays the revenue 


due by him. 


Ryotwari tenure. 


Chamuas and kherdjkhats. 


11.4—6 
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216. Former rulers of the country had granted certain lands rent- 
Nisf-kheraj and lackheraj) -FFee for religious and other purposes. The last 
tenures. Ahom ruler, however, Rajah Chandrakant Singh, 
imposed on these lands a tax called khartkatunia, which continued to be 
levied by the Burmese invaders, and, after the cession of Assam by the 
Burmese to the British, by the first British Commissioner, Mr. David 
Scott. In 1834, the Government directed the assessment of these lands 
at full rates, unless there were special reasons for showing any indulgence. 
General Jenkins, the then Commissioner, however, without adhering to 
the Government orders, confirmed certain lands ag revenue-free, la-kheraj, 
and assessed other lands at half the ordinary rates; the rest he resumed, 
and assessed at full rates. The lands assessed at half-rates are called 
nist-kherd) estates, te, lands paying half-revenue. These estates are 
heritable and transferable, and the proprietary richt in them belongs to 
the holder, and not to Government, as in the case of an ordinary ryotwari 
tenure. 


217. Sylhet and Godlpdra.—The tenures in the Sylhet and Goal- 
para districts are very similar in character. In both the greater part of 
the Jand is held under permanent settlement. In the remainder, which is 
settled temporarily, the proprictory right vests, with very few exceptions, 
in Government. 


218. The district of Godlpara, as at present constituted, consists of 
eciie two tracts,—Goalpara Proper, separated in 1822 

: from the Bengal district of Rangpur, and 

formed into a separate district, and the Eastern Duars, conquered in 
1865 from Bhutan. Nearly the whole of Gvualpara Proper is perma- 
nently settled, while the Eastern Dudrs are under temporary settlement. 


219. There are altogether eighteen permanently-settled estates in 
the district; twelve of these were formerly held by the border chieftains, 
who paid a nominal tribute to the Mogul Emperors. At the time of 
the decennial settlement of Bengal, this tribute was accepted as land 
revenue without any detailed assessment of the estates being made. 
When the decennial settlement of Bengal was made permanent, the 
tribute paid by these chieftains was tacitly allowed the status of a 
permanent assessment of land revenue. The remaining six estates 
consist of lands held originally revenue-free on invalid titles, which were 
resumed in consequence and scttled at a jama fixed in perpetuity. 


220. The temporarily-settled estates in Goalpara consist principally 
of the Hastern Duars. There are, besides these, a few valid revenue- 
freo grants, resumed and temporarily settled with their owners ; and 
a few Government estates, including escheats and alluvial accretions, in 
which no proprietary right could be established. 


221. The Eastern Duars consist of five separate tracts, viz., Nij- 
Bijni, Cherung, Sidli, Ripu, and Guma. The status of zemindars holdin 
under a settlement liable to revision has been to a certain extent admitte 
to the settlement-lolders of Sidli and Bijni. Those of Ripu and Guma 
are merely farmers, and have no right to re-settlement. The remaining 
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estate, Cherung, was settled with the occupant ryots. In Guma the 
tenant who is under settlement engagements with Government is termed 
a jotdér, below whom are three gradations of sub-tenants,—the chukantddr, 
or muldnddr, who holds for a term of years, the ryot who holds on a yearly 
lease, and the purjah, who is merely a tenant-at-will. The ryots in the 
other temporarily-settled tracts of Godlpdra hold the same position as the 
ee in Assam Proper,—no middlemen interposing between them and 
e settlement-holders. 


222. The following are the land-tenures in 
er: the district of Sylhet :— 


223. I.—Permanently-settled estates :— 


(a) The estates settled by Mr. Willes in 1793, for a term of ten 
years. This settlement is known as the dah-sdla 
settlement. It was afterwards confirmed in perpetuity. 


(6) Resumed estates, i.¢., estates resumed by Government as 
being invalid revenue-free tenures, and settled perma- 
nently. 


(c) Khas mehals, the proprietary right of which Government 
has sold to private individuals at a jama fixed in per- 
petuity. 

(d) Halabadi estates.—In the decennial settlement only lands 
then under cultivation were included. In 1802, a rough 
estimate was attempted of the area of the unassesssed 
lands (then and since known as the “ilaém lands”), and 
the cultivated portions were settled under what were 
called halabadi pottahs, in which no term was expressed. 
As, however, the rent or revenue had never been sie 
the mene of the halabaédi holdings was recognized 
by Government in 1869. 

(e) Jaintid Muddimi tenures.—Certain revenue-free grants 
made by the Jaintid rajahs, but afterwards resumed as 
being invalid, and settled permanently. 

(f) Certain il4m estates (of which a description will be given 
lower down), settled permanently on the payment of a 
lump sum equal to five years’ Government revenue. 


224. II.—Temporarily-settled estates :— 


(a) Jaintia.—The plains territory of the Rajah of Jaintid, 
annexed in 1835, and settled on periodic engagements 
with the ryots; the proprietary right remaining with 
Government. 


(6) Ilam estates, consisting of lands excluded from the 
decennial settlement as not being under cultivation at the 
time. In 1835, and the following years, those of the ila4m 
lands which were not included in the area covered by 
the haldbadi pottahs above referred to were settled for 
a term. The proprietary right in these estates belongs 
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to Government, unless such right has been expressly 
alienated, transferred, or resigned by Government. The . 
settlement was made with the occupant cultivator, and the 
settlement-holders have a right to re-settlement at the 
expiry of the term of settlement, provided they accept the 
rate of assessment then fixed. 


(c) Khas mehals.—Permanently-settled estates bought in by 
Government at public auction for arrears of revenue, and 
afterwards settled temporarily. 


(d) Resumed estates.—Lands resumed on account of invalid 
Ja-kheraj grants, which at the time of resumption were 
not settled permanently, either because they were not fit 
for cultivation, or because the holders did not ask fora 
permanent settlement. These estates were afterwards 
settled temporarily, and are called “resumed temporarily- 
settled estates.” 


(e) Nankir Patwirigiri—At the time of the decennial 
settlement, the village patwaris held certain lands, which 
were called ndnkdr, as payment for the duties they 
performed. But, under orders passed by Government in 
1833, patwaris were abolished, and on 11th February, 
1835, their lands were ordered to be assessed. 


(f) Ghairbundobasti—Lands not included in any recorded 
estate at the decennial settlement. 


(g) Izad.—Literally, new creations on surplus land not 
included in any estate at the permanent settlement, and 
afterward resumed and settled. 


(hk) Charbharat.—Alluvial accretions on the banks of rivers, 
which belong in Sylhet to the State, and not to the 
adjoining zemindar, as the lands of the Sylhet zemindars 
were settled after measurement. 


(¢) Bhilbharat.—Inland lakes (not included in the decennial 
settlement, and which have been filled up in course of 
time), resumed and settled. 


225. Putting aside the special waste land tenures, which will be 
noticed in a separate section, there is but one land 
tenure in the district of Cachar,—the mirasdani 
tenure. Lands are settled for a term of years with the cultivating 
ryots, who call themselves mirdsdars. These so-called mirdsdars have 
always been recognized as having a right to re-settlement from time 
to time at such rates of revenue as may be fixed by Government ; they 
can also alienate their holdings. But the proprietary right belongs to the 
State. The mirasdars, by virtue of their engagements with Government, 
are bound to give up any land that may be required for public purposes, 
- receipt of compensation for the value of the improvements made 
thereon. 


Cachar. 
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226. The hill districts are mere political charges, and there are but 
few revenue-paying tenures among them. There 
is one revenue-paying mouzah in the Naga 
Hills, and certain rice lands in the Jaintia Hills, settled under the 
Assam Settlement Rules. Some lands bordering on Jaintia, which 
were settled by the Deputy-Commissioner of Sylhet under halabadi 
pottahs, have been transferred to the Khési and Jaintid Hills district. 
A temporarily-settled estate, called Khanabari Mohatran, was transferred 
in 1875-76 from Goalpara to the Garo Hills district. These are the 
only tenures in the hill districts paying ordinary lund revenue. 


Hill districts, and border tribes. 


227. The rest of the land paying revenue to Government is held 
subject to payment of house-tax, in consideration of which a family is 
permitted to cultivate as much land as it can. 


228. Among border tribes, similarly, Government lands are leased 
for cultivation on payment of house-tax, hoe-tax, or poll-tax, at certain 
fixed rates. 


SECTION 2.—WASTE LAND TENURES. 


229. Waste lands have been granted by Government at different 
times, under different systems, as detailed below :— 


230. I.—Leasehold grants under the rules sanctioned in letter 
No. 497, dated 6th March, 1838, from the Government of Bengal to the 
Board of Revenue, Lower Provinces. The main provisions of these rules 
were as follows :—No grant was to be made of a less extent than 100 
acres, nor of a greater extent than 10,000 acres. One-fourth of the entire 
area was to be in cultivation by the expiration of the fifth year from the 
date of grant, in failure whereof the whole grant was liable to resumption. 
One-fourth of the grant was to he heldin perpetuity revenue-free. On the 
remaining three-fourths, no revenue was to be assessed for the first twenty 
years; at the expiry of this term revenue was to be assessed at nine 
annas per acre for the first three years, and at Re. 1-2 per acre for the 
next twenty-two years, #.e., till the end of the forty-five years, for which 
term the lease used to be granted. 


231. II.—Leaschold grants under the rules of 23rd October, 1854, 
commonly. called the Old Assam Rules. Under these rules, no grant 
was to be less than 500 acres in extent (afterwards reduced to 200 acres, 
or even 100 acres in special cases). One-fourth of the grant was exempted 
from assessment in perpetuity, the remaining three-fourths were granted 
revenue-free for fifteen years, to be assessed thereafter at 3 annas per acre 
for ten years, and at 6 annas an acre for seventy-four years more, 
making a whole term of ninety-nine years; after which the grant was to be 
subject to re-survey and settlement, the proprietary right remaining with 
the grantee’s representatives under the conditions generally applicable to 
temporarily-settled estates. One-eighth of the grant was to be cleared in 
five years, one-fourth in ten years, one-half in twenty years, and three- 
fo by the expiration of the thirtieth year, and the entire grant was 
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declared to be liable to resumption in case of the non-fulfilment of these 
conditions. The grants were transferable, subject to registration of 
transfer in the Denaty-Commissioner’s office. These rules were 
extended to Sylhet and Cachar, under the orders of Government, in 1856, 
and were in force till 1861, when they were superseded by the 
introduction of grants in fee-simple. — 


232. III.—Grants sold in fee-simple, or Old Assam Rule grants 
commuted to fee-simple under the rules of 1862. According to the 
provisions of these rules, grants were to be limited, except under special 
circumstances, to an area of 3,000 acres. In each case each grant was, 
ordinarily, to be compact, including no more than one tract of land in a 
ring fence. The upset price at which the land was to be sold by public 
auction was Rs. 2-8 per acre, though a higher price, not exceeding Rs. 10 
an acre, might be fixed in exceptional cases. Provision was made for 
the survey of lands previous to sale, and for the demarcation of proper 
boundaries, where applicants for unsurveyed lands were, for special 
reasons, put in possession prior to survey, and also for the protection of 
proprietary or occupancy rights in the lands applied for. The purchase- 
money was to be paid either at once or by instalments. In the latter 
case, a portion of the purchase-money, not less than 10 per cent. of the 
whole amount, was to be paid at the time of sale, and the balance was to 
be paid up within ten years from the date of sale. Interest, however, 
was payable annually, at the rate of 10 per cent. on the unpaid portion 
of the purchase-money. Default of payment of interest or purchase- 
money rendered the grant liable to resale. These rules also permitted 
the redemption of grants of waste lands made under previously existing 
rules,—the terms as to payment of the commutation-money being the 
same as in the case of grants sold outright. 


233. In 1874 these rules were revised, to ensure more accurate 
definition of the land granted, and to raise the upset price, &c. 


234. IV.—Lands held in Cachar under special cultivation leases, 
sanctioned in 1864 by the Government of Bengal. These leases were 
subsequently extended to Sylhet. The terms as to the payment of 
revenue were as follows :— 


Three years one «. Revenue-free. 
Five __,, see -. 3 annas per acre. 
” ” aes nee ” ” 
99 9? eee eee 12 99 99 
Twelve 9 eee een Re. 1-8 99 


235. These leases were for thirty years, and were confined to waste 
lands for which no application for purchase had been made. No single 
lease was tocover more than 3,000 acres. All the conditions required anne 
the Fee-simple Rules as to survey, demarcation, reservation of tow-paths, 
&c., were to be observed in the case of these leases. The leases were 
transferable, but not commutable, and the lessee was entitled to re-settle- 
ment at a moderate jama ; but the rights of the lessee in the land itself, 
as well as all his other property, were liable to sale for non-payment of 
revenue. The Chief Commissioner, with the sanction of the Government 
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of India, has modified these rules in respect to Cachar, and has increased 
the revenue payable during the first twenty years from Rs. 9-9 to 
Rs. 9-12 per acre. At present, the term of settlement in Cachar 
is twenty years, and the rates of assessment are— 


Two years we .. Revenue-free. 
Four _,, See ... 8 annas per acre, 
Ten 5, ne Sele ae as 


”? ” 


236. After the expiration of twenty years, the land is assessable 
at the ordinary district rates for lands of similar description. 


237. V.—Lands settled on ordinary revenue-paying pottahs in 
Assam Proper. 


238. VI.—Lands granted in Assam Proper for ten years, under 
Clause 4, Chapter V. of the Assam Settlement Rules, in some instances 
at two-thirds and in others at half of the ordinary rates. This 
relaxation was allowed by the late Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, Sir 
G. Campbell, on the ground that the tea crop comes more slowly to 
maturity, and requires a larger outlay of capital than other crops. The 
Chief Commissioner has granted this indulgence in some special cases. 
Lands so settled are heritable and transferable, on the condition that 
all transfers are registered in the office of the Deputy-Commissioner. 


239. Towards the close of the year 1875-76, the rules for the sale of 
waste lands in fee-simple were abrogated by the Government of India, 
and a set of rules for the lease of waste lands for a term of thirty years 
was substituted for them. These rules, however, did not come into 
operation during the period under review. They will be more- appro- 
priately noticed in the Report for 1876-77. 


SECTION 3.—SYSTEM or SURVEY anv SETTLEMENT. 


240. Settlements in Assam Proper are made in accordance with the 

ai. aaa Deepa Settlement Rules i ate in 1870, and are 

generally concluded for one year. A few leases 

for a term of ten years are granted under Chapter V. of the rules. The 

estate, whether kheraj, nisf kherdj, or chamua, is first measured. The 

measurement in the case of kheraj estates is conducted by the mouzahdar, 

the chief fiscal officer of a defined revenue circle, and, in the case of 
nisf-kheraj estates and chamuas, by the holders themselves. 


241. In making the measurements, a chain thirty feet long is used, 
and in the calculation of the area the standard Bengal bigha of 14,400 
square feet is adopted. Lands measured once in the course of previous 
assessments are not generally measured again; only the external lots 
of fields are subjected to measurement, in order to ascertain if they have 
undergone any alteration since the last assessment. All new cultivation 
is of course measured. When lands are relinquished in any field, only 
the lots resigned are measured, and their area is then deducted from the 


+ 
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total area of the field, as ascertained at the previous measurement. The 
results of these measurements are recorded in a register prescribed for 
the purpose. 


242. Whenever possible, the measurements are tested by the Deputy- 
Commissioner or by the Sub-Divisional Officer. A few plots are chosen at 
random and measured, when a tolerably correct opinion of the general 
character of the work done by the mouzahdars can be formed. After the 
measurements have been coinpleted, the mouzahdars and the holders of 
the nisf-kherdj estates and chamuas file the measurement-papers in 
the Deputy-Comunissioner’s office, where they are examined as to their 
correctness. ‘Then comes thv assessment. There are three classes of 
lands in Assam Proper, and they are assessed at three different rates, as 
shown below,—the nisf-kheraj estates being assessed at half these 
rates :— 


A 


¥ 


P. 
0 O per bigha. 
10 0 ; 
8 0 * 


Re. 
1) Basti, or homestead and garden lands aes 0 
2) Rupit, or low paddy land aie .. O 
e Faringhati, or high lying lands ... 0 
243. When the assessments are finished, a settlement statement of 
each mouzah, nisf kherdéj estate, or clhamua is prepared in the Deputy- 
Commissioner’s office, and submitted to the Chie Commissioner for 
confirmation. Each ryot or occupier of the land receives a pottah for his 
holding, aud executes a kabuliyat in exchange, biuding himself for the 
payment of the Government revenue. Thie pottalis are issued under the 
signature of the Deputy-Commissioner or Sub-Divisional Officer. 


244. In each year a supplementary assessment is made of new land 
taken up for the cold-weather crops, after the conclusion of the first 
regular assessment of the year. In this assessment, all lands found 
under cultivation since the original settlement are measured, and 
assessed according to classification,-and a settlement statement is 
transmitted for the Chief Commissioner’s confirmation. Lands assessed 
at the supplementary assessment of one year are included in the 
original settlement of the following year. 


245. A large portion of the districts of Sylhet 
moon net and Goslpara.—Per- ond Godlpara is permanently settled, as ex- 
plained in Section 1 of this chapter. 


946. In 1836, after the annexation of Jainti& to the British 

dominions, a summary settlement, without 

ey, Stet Temporary settle: detailed measurement or assessment, wag made 

with the actual cultivators. The first regular 

settlement of the country was made in 1838-40, for a period of five 

years, to count from the year in which the settlement was concluded. 

On the expiry of this period, the leases were renewed for ten years; 

and the settlement was, under the orders of the Board of Revenue, be 

Provinces, subsequently extended to 30th April, 1856, by proclamation. 
Jaintia was last settled in 1855-56, for a term of twenty years, terminatin 
on the 30th April, 1876. This settlement was based on the pergunn 


t 
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and village maps of Lieutenant (now Colonel) Thuillier, who made a 

rofessional survey of the country in 1838-40. Portions of the lands, 
hewerae which had been left unmeasured by Lieutenant Thuillier’s 
amins, and additions by alluvial deposits since Lieutenant Thuillier’s 
survey, were measured by native officers under Mr. White, the 
Settlement Officer. 1 


247. At this settlement, the rates of assessment were determined, 
on local inquiry, by the Settlement Officer, according to the nature of the 
soil and its capabilities. The rates varied from 2 annas 6 pie to 
Re. 1-0-3 per acre. Settlement was made with the actual cultivators 
of the suil, and engagements for the payment of the revenue were 
entered into by them. The settlement of 1855-56 has expired, and 
the country is now under measurement by an establishment of native 
amins, under the orders of Mr. W. O. A. Beckett, Settlement Officer, 
preparatory to re-settlement. 


248. These measurements are conducted with a chain and compass. 
The area is calculated in bighas, cattahs, patikas, and bisas. A plan of 
each holding is prepared. The terms of settlement and the rates of 
assessment have not yet been determined upon. 


249. The settlement of il4m lands is conducted under special 
rules sanctioned by the Government of India. 


250. Settlement is usually made with the previous settlement- 
Mieco holders or their representatives for a period, 
ordinarily, of twenty years. The rates of rent 

paid for similar lands lying adjacent to the estate under setilement 
are adopted as the rates of assessment. Preparatory to settlement 
operations, the lands are measured, field by field, by the native 
amins. The measurements are conducted with a chain and com- 
pass, a plan on the scale of sixteen inches to the mile of the estate 
measured is prepared, and the area is calculated in both bighas and acres. 
These measurements are tested by the Settlement Deputy-Collector. 


a settlements, when confirmed by the Chief Commissioner, become 
nal. 


251. The same system as in ildm lands is followed in the settlement 
of all other temporarily-settled estates in the district. 


232. The first settlement of Cachar after its annexation was a sum- 
(aiteras: mary settlement made in 1830. The second 
settlement was-the regular settlement which 

was concluded in 1838-39, for a term of five years, and was based on 
an imperfect survey of the country made by Captain Fisher. A 
third settlement, known as the Rai Bahadur’s settlement, was made 
for a period of fifteen years, from 1843-44. It was based on Lieutenant 
Thuillier’s survey of the district in 1841-42. In 1855-56, some settle- 
ments of waste land were made for fifteen years. All these settlements 
were concluded with the cultivating ryots, who term themselves 
mirasdars, The rates of assessment differed somewhat at the different 
settlements. The last settlement of the district was made in 1859, 


I1.A—? 
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and extends to 3lst March, 1879. This settlement was based on the 
data furnished by Liéutenant Thuillier’s survey of 1841-42, which 
embraced only the cultivated land and so much of the jungle as it was 
supposed the population could reclaim. Lieutenant Thuillier had divided 
the district into mouzahs, and the mouzalis into ddgs (plots) regularly 
numbered. The cultivated plots were actually measured, while the 
Jungle plots were merely arbitrary divisions. In making the settle 
ment of 1859, lands not included in Lieutenant Thuillier’s survey 
were measured by a native surveyor or amin. For purposes of assess- 
ment, all the cultivated lands were divided into two classes, according 
to their productive powers. The rates at which first-class land was 
assessed ranged from 11 annas 7 pie to 6 annas 7 pie per acre, 

according to to advantages of situation ; and those at which second-class 
land was assessed, from 9 annas 11 pie to 4 annas 11 pie. Waste 
lands producing thatching-crass and reeds were settled at the full 
rates of revenue chard for cultivated land in the neighbourhood. 

Forest jungle that required much clearing was settled for “three years 
revenue-free, and then at a progressive “Jama, rising to the full rates 
charged for adjacent lands by the end of the term,—twenty years. 


253. Land in Cachar is to some extent held in joint ownership, 
each shareholder, however, being responsible for the revenue of the 
whole estate. The setthkement was ettected with all the shareholders 
admitted to the previous settlement, their heirs, successors, representa- 
tives, or assiens. In cases of recusancy, or non-attendance of any of 
the shareholders, tho land was settled with the remuining shareholders, 
and, if all the shareholders refused or neglected to appear, with an 
outsider. 


254. At present, the settlements in the district of Cachar are con- 
fined to the settlement of waste land for cultivating purposes. These 
settlements are made under the terms sanctioned in the Government 
of India’s order, No. 1,090, dated 22nd December, 1874. 


255. The land is first measured and mapped by a native amin, 
and all claims and objections heard and disposed of. Among several 
applicants, propinquity of actual cultivation or partial possession are 
taken into consideration. The settlement is made for a term not exceed- 
ing thirty-four years, at a progressive revenue of 3, 6, and 12 annas 
per acre. For the first two years, however, the land is held revenve- 
free. All settlements made by the Deputy -Commissioner are submitted 
to the Chief Commissioner for confirmation. 


256. In the temporarily-settled part of the Goalpara district, consist- 

(¢.) Godlpéra temporary set-- ing of the Hastern Duars, and a few petty 

Mement, estates, the settlements are made under the rules 

of the Board of Revenue, Lower Provinces, and under orders issued from 
time to time by the revenue authorities. 


257. The settlement in four out of tho five Duars is a ryotwari 
settlement like that in Assam Proper, while in Duar Guma the settle- 
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ment is made with the jotdars, or superior tenants. The Rajahs of Bijni 
and Sidli, anda farmer in the case of Ripu and Guma, were allowed to 
engage for the settlements of those Duars for a period of seven years from 
1870-71; Duar Cherung being held khas. In making the settlement, 
pottahs have been issued to the actual cultivators in Duars Bijni, Sidli, 
and Ripu, and to the jotdars in Duar Guma, fixing the rates at which 
they are bound to pay for land in their possession. The rates of 
assessment in Duars Bijni, Sidli, Cherung, and Ripu were fixed as 
follows :— 


Rs, As. P. 
(1) Homestead and cold-weather rice crop . 1 8 O per acre. 
(2) Faringhati, or other kinds wan f .. 012 0 ‘5 
(3) Patit or jungle lands included by jotdars in 
their jots Swe ia . O 1 6 "i 


258. In the casé of Guma, the rates were fixed at the reduced rates 
of Re. 1, annas 8, and annas 1-6, respectively. Asa protection against 
the imposition of any higher rates, the engagements of the farmers, or 
other persons in direct dealing with Government, contained a clause 
binding them to collect rent from the ryots at their pottah rates, and to 
demand rent only at similarly fixed rates for waste land newly broken up 
and brought under cultivation. . 


259. These Duars were surveyed prior to their settlement. The 
lands held by the jotdars in Duar Guma were measured by means of a 
Gunter’s chain and compass, and maps of their jots were drawn to 
scale. The measurement of the other Duara: however, was, under the 
orders of the Board of Revenue, Lower Provinces, made witharod. In 
all the Duars, the area was calculated in acres, under the orders of 
Government. In Duar Guma, a record of the rights of the under- 
tenants subordinate to the jotdars was made in concluding the settle- 
ment. 


SECTION 4.—SETTLEMENT or REVENUE ww Tae HILL 
DISTRICTS anp rrom BORDER TRIBES. 


260. In the Khasi and Jaintia Hills district the main sources of 
revenue are the following:— 


(1) . Land revenue. 
(2) Mineral revenue. 
(3) House-tax. 


261. The land revenue is derived from a few petty estates at the foot 
of the Jaintia Hills, transferred from Sylhet on the adjustment of the 
boundary between the hills and plains portion of Jaintia. The settle- 
ment of these estates was made in the same manner as the settlement 
of the other Jaintid estates in 1855-56. Besides these estates, there 
are a few petty holdings at Jowai, in the Jaintia Hills, settled under the 
Assam Settlement Rules for a term of ten years, after measurement. 
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262. The revenue derived from the lime-quarries comes under the 
head “ Mineral Revenue.” The lime-quarries are leased, for terms of 
years, to the highest bidders at public auction after due advertisement. 
All settlements thus concluded receive the Chief Commissioner's sanction. 


263. The last source of revenue inthe Khasi and Jaintia Hills is the 
house-tax. It is levied throughout the whole of the Jaintia Hills and in 
the British possessions in the Khasi Hills. The settlement is made with 
the headman of each village, who is termed a Dolloi or a Sirdar. The 
headman submits each year to the Deputy-Commissioner or Sub-divisional 
Otticer a list of the number of houses in his village, accounting for all 
casualties since the previous assessment. Thereupon, the “Deputy- 
Commissioner or Sub-divisional Othcer makes the assessment according 
to the rate of tax fixed for the village, which is either Re. 1 or Rs. 2, and 
submits the settlement proceedings for the Chief Commissioner's 


confirmation. 


264. In the Garo Hills there is a petty estate, lately transferred from 
the Goalpara district, under temporary settlement. The same system of 
settlement that obtains in the temporarily-settled portions of Goalpara 
was followed in settling this estate. 


265. House-tax in the Garo Hills is levied at different rates. In 
some villages the tax, including the 4uru or extra tax, amounts to as much 
as Its. 5-5-5 per house of a superior class. In other villages the rate is 
only annas 8 per house, while in others an annual lump § sum is paid to 
Government. In a very few villages the old form of assessment—the 
payment of one Garo rang (a be ll-metal vessel, value Rs. 2-1) for each 
bachelors’ hall—still holds. No regular sy stem of taxation as yet 
obtains in these hills. 


266. Inthe Naga Hills there isone mouzah which pays land revenue. 
It is annually settled “under the Assam Settlement Rules, the system of 
measurement and assessment being the same as in Assam Proper. 
House-tax in the Naga Hills is levied at Rs. 2 per house; the system 
of assessment is the same as in the Khasi and Jaintié Hills. 


267. In the plains districts of Cachar, Kamruip, Nowgong, and 
Lakhimpur, house-, hoe-, and poll- -tax are levied from the border tribes. 
Hoe- and poll-tax are levied in Nowgong and Lakhimpur, respectively, 
and house-tax is levied in Cachar, Kamrip, and Nowgong. Settlement 
in Kamruip, Nowgong, and Lakhimpur i is made with the headmen of the 
several villages, w ‘ho furnish lists showing the number of houses, hoes, or 
persons, as the case may be, in their respective mouzahs. The settlements 
are made annually at the rates fixed for each district, and are submitted 
to the Chief Commissioner for confirmation. 


268. In Cachar there is a hill tahsildar, or collector of revenue, who 
prepares annually a list of the houses in the North Cachar Hills, and in a 
fuw villages scattered about the district, village by village. The tax 
is assessed, and levied according to this list at Re. 1 per house. 
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CHAPTER V. 


CIVIL DIVISIONS OF BRITISH TERRITORY. 


269. Tse Provinceof Assam is divided, for administrative purposes, 
into eleven districts, viz., the six districts of the Brahmaputra Valley,— 
Goalpara, Kémrip, Nowgong, Darrang, Sibsagar, and Lakhimpur ; 
the two districts of the Surma Valley,—Sylhet and Cachar; and the 
three hill districts,—the Garo Hills, the Khasi and Jaintia Hills, and the 
Naga Hills. The districts of the Brahmaputra Valley, excluding Goal- 
para, are known as Assam Proper. In each district, with the exception 
of the Naga Hills district, the executive charge is héld by a Deputy- 
Commissioner. In the Naga Hills district, the chief executive officer 
is called “ Political Officer in Charge of the Naga Hills.” The largest 
of these districts, in point of size, is the Khasi and Jaintié. Hills district, 
which comprises an area of 6,157 square miles. Then comes the district 
of Sylhet, with an area of 5, 383 square miles. The smallest district is 
Cachar, with an area of 1, 285 square miles. 


270. Eight of the eleven districts of the Province have sub- ° 
divisions ; as follows :— 


Sub-divisions. 
District. Sub-divisions, 
Sun4mgan). 
Sylhet Lushkarpur. 
Karimganj. 
Cachar ee. ee ea sae .. Hailakandi. 
ee Barpeta. 
Kamrup ... oa ase oss eae } Nalbdri.+ 
Godlpara _... ve aes a w« Dhubri. 
; Mangaldai. 
Darrang a ove ee "') Biendth.t 
: Jorhat. 
Bipeagar Gol4ghat. 
North Lakhimpur. 
Lakhimpur... Jaipur. 
Sadiyd.t 
Khdsi and Jaintia Hills ...... .. Jowal. 


“Sanctioned by Government of India, and notified : will be opened at onco, 
¢ Sanctioned by Government of Bengal, but not yet opened. 
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271. In the plains districts, and in the district of the Khasi and 

Jaintia Hills, thannah divisions are established. 

eres These divisions, originally intended for purposes 

of police only, are found useful in many other branches of administra- 

tive organization. The thannah is the unit of the sub-division as the 

sub-division is of the district. The total number of thannahs in the 

Province is fifty-three. Some of the thannahs are divided into outposts. 
There are forty-eight outposts in the Province. 


272. In Assam Proper the land is divided, for revenue purposes, 

into mouzahs, or circles of villages, the revenue 

care of which is collected by an officer called 

‘‘mouzahdar.’’ Hach mouzah is compact in itself, and there are no 

revenue divisions intermediate between the mouzah and the individual 
ryots’ holdings. There are 364 mouzahs in Assam Proper. 


In the other three plains districts, Sylhet, Cachar, and Godlpara, the 
usual division into pergunnahs is found. In 
peeeese Sylhet there are 184 pergunnahs, in Cachar 


24, and in Goalpara 19. 


273. The tehsildari system obtains only in Cachar. There are three 
tebsils in that district, the revenue of each of 
which is collected by a tehsildar. 


274. There are ten fiscal divisions in Sylhet, called “ zillas.” 
Originally, each zilla was under a tehsildar. 
Afterwards the officer charged with the collection 
of revenue in a zilla was called “ patwari.”” The office of patwari has 
for some years been abolished, and the revenue of each zilla is now 
collected by part of the establishment of the Collector’s office at 
_ head-quarters. 


275. The hill territory of Jaintia is divided into twenty-four petty 

districts, nineteen of whichare called ‘ dolloi- 

PM eer ships,”’ and five “ sirdars’ circles.” Each dolloi- 

ship is under a dolloi, or headman, elected by the people. The other 

five districts are managed by hereditary sirdars. These dollois and sirdars 
collect the house-tax which is levied in the Jaintia Hills. 


Tehsils. 


Zillas. 
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CHAPTER VI. 


DETAILS OF THE LAST CENSUS (1872.) 


SECTION 1.—TRIBES AND LANGUAGES. 


276. The total area of the eleven districts comprising the Province 
of Assam is 41,798 square miles, with a total 
population of 4,132,019, according to the 
last census. But the census was, avowedly, not fully taken in the 
Naga Hills and in the outlying parts of Lakhimpur, while the figures 
given for the Garo Hills, where no census was attempted, are mere 
guess-work. 


Total area and population. 


277. The average number of persons per square mile in Svthet is 
: 319, in Cachar 160, and in Assam, including the 
Danas pope hill districts, 63. 9 


THE VARIOUS Racks AND LANGUAGES. 


278. As regards language, Assam may be divided into three 
divisions :— 
I. The Bengali-speaking districts of Sylhet, Cachar, and 
Goalpara. 


II. The Assamese-speaking districts of Assam Proper. 
Ill. The Hill districts. 


279. The total Hindu ae of the Province is 2,679,507, and 

ie sear ns, the total Mussulman population 1,104,601. In 

Peeeen een Assam Proper, the findas aro greatly in the 

majority, their number being 1,692,054, as compared with a Mussalman 

population of only 176,109. In Sylhet, the population is pretty equally 

divided between the two religions, there being 859,234 Hindus to 

854,131 Muhammadans. In Cachet the Hindu is nearly double the 

Muhammadan population, the numbers being 128,219 and 74,361, 
respectively. 


280. According to the census returns, there are 43 Europeans in 
Svihet, and 236 Europeans and 3 Americans in 


Europeans and non-Asiatioe. | ‘ : 
Cachar. The Europeans and Americans in 
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Assam are put down as 394 and 18 respectively. These figures give a 
total for the Province of 694 non-Asiatics, but the non-Asiatic population 
has increased considerably since 1872. 


. 281. This class consists almost entirely of the 
Indgintice other than natives of “Nfanipuri settlers in Sylhet and Cachar, who 
number altogether 11,808. 


252. The total number of Christians, Native and European together, 
is 1,947; but, in calculating the Christian popu- 
lation, the not inconsiderable number of Native 
Christians in the Khasi and Jaintia Hills was not taken into account. 


283. The Buddhist population of the Province is put down as 1,521, 

eer of which 1,472 belong to Assam Proper. The 

latter consist principally of Khamptis. These 

figures, however, cannot be relied on, as no attempt was made to take a 
census of the outlying Buddhist tribes of Upper Assam. 


Christians. 


254. Under the head of “ other classes” the census returns give 
bias 16,640 ; but no account has been taken of the 
Khasias, Nagas, and Garos, whose numbers 


should be added to the above. 


SECTION 2.—CASTES anp TRIBES. 


Assam P including th 285. Considering its small population, 
Hildistrics. SC AM presents greater varieties of race than 
any other Province in Bengal. 


286. The Kacharis (204,900) are found in large numbers through- 
out Assam, especially in the districts of Goalpara, Kamrup, and Darrang. 
They are the cream of the population, and a very fine race indeed. 


287. The Khasias, who dwell on the range of hills which separates 
the valley of Assam from the districts of Maimansingh and Sylhet, 
number 92,070. The Nagas (56,046) are a numerous tribe of 
mountaineers, who inhabit the hills to the south of the districts of Sibsagar 
and Nowgong, a portion of which country now forms what is known as 
the Naca Hills district. 


288. The Mikirs, who inhabit the cluster of hills in the Nowgong 
district, number nearly 60,000 souls. A few Mishmis and Khamptis are 
found settled in Lakhimpur. A very few Dnfllas are mentioned in the 
returns, but the Miris are tolerably numerous in Darrang, Sibsagar, and 
Lakhimpur. Some Singhphoos are also returned. 


289. Amongst the semi-Hinduised aboriginals, the Ahoms (128,980) 
naturally occupy aprominent position. For four-and-a-half centuries, 
the Ahoms were the ruling power in Upper Assam, and for the latter 
half of that period their sway is said to have extended over the 
greater part of the present Province. They have priests of their own, 
who are called Deodhai or Bilong. The Burooahs, of whom 
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a few are enumerated, appear to be a second class of hereditary 
officials. None of the Phookans, the first class, are mentioned in the 
returns. The Chutiyas, who also belong chiefly to Sibsagar, are said 
to have been masters of Assam until conquered by the Ahoms and Kochs. 
They now number 51,482. The Kochs are most numerous in Lower 
Assam, where they may be set down at 300,000, extending as far as the 
Sibsagar district. They are supposed to have overthrown the Chutiya 
dynasty in Kamrup about the same time that the Ahoms made them- 
selves masters of Upper Assam. Most of the people mentioned in this 
paragraph are now Hindus to all intents and purposes. 


290. Passing to the ordinary Hindus, the main point to be noted 
is the small number of Hindus of the ordinary castes to be found in the 
Province. The Brahmans (58,528) mostly profess astrology. The 
Kolitas are said to have been priests of the Koch, and certainly appear 
to have been a superior caste. They now number 179,000, and form 
the great agricultural caste of the Province. 


291. The Chandals are the most numerous of all the semi-Hinduised 
aboriginals of Bengal. They are the great 
pariah caste, to which were, doubtless, con- 
signed the great bulk of the aboriginal tribes who embraced Hinduism 
in Bengal. They are a hardy and almost semi-amphibious people. 
There are 122,457 Chandals in Sylhet. Another numerous semi- 
Hinduised aboriginal caste are the Doms, who number in Sylhet 
36,517. We also find 7,074 Mals. The other most prevalent castes in 
Sylhet are Malis (35,946); Khyasths (90,205); Baruis, pan-cultivators 
(15,036); Kaibarthas (128,525); and Jugis and Patwds, weavers 
(82,038). The various boating and fishing castes number 54,091. The 
Malis and Kaibarth4s are the principal agriculturist castes. But the 
agricultural class in Sylhet is mainly Muhammadan,—the greater part 
of the 851,825 Muhammadans classed us “unspecified” following this 
occupation. 

292. The chief artizan castes in Sylhet are the Kumhars (16,746); 
the Sunris, wine-sellers (29,153); the Télis (19,122); and the Kamars 
(6,337). 

293. In Cachar, the Khatris are a very important class, numbering 
15,909; they are the great trading caste of 

were Cachar. They are also the principal trading class 
in Sylhet, where they number 7,104. The Kyasths number 4,043; the 
Jugis and Patwas 6,695; and the boating and fishing caste 20,821. Of 
semi-Hinduised aboriginals, we find in Cachar 2,097 Bagdis, 1,146 Bauris, 
9,226 Chandals, and 9,389 Doms. Of the agricultural castes the Malis 
(3,404) are the most numerous. The principal artizan castes in Cachar 
are the Sunris (1,115), the Kumhars (2,101), and the Kamars (1,750). 


Sylhet. 


SECTION 3.—PROPORTION or SEXES anp or CHILDREN. 
294. The sexes are pretty evenly divided. In Assam the percent- 
age of males on total population is 50:1; the 


oa percentage of females 49-9. 


11.Aa—-8 
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295. In Sylhet, the percentages are 51:2 and 48°8, and in Cachar 


sieved Casey 53°8 and 46:2, respectively. Even in Cachar, the 
preponderance of males over females is very 
slight. 


296. The percentage of children, 7.e., persons under twelve years of 

ere ren age, on total population of all religions is large, 

nies ee bene in eae 35°7, in Sylhet 37°3, sndie 

Cachar 35:4. The percentage in Sylhet is much above the general average 

in Bengal. The proportion is large in Assam, although the population of 

Assam is said not to be increasing. Whether this is or is not the case 

it is impossible to say, the returns of vital statistics being utterly 
untrustworthy. 


297. It hasbeen found that, where the Muhammadans form the great 
bulk of the agricultural population, their children are most numerous. 
In Sylhet, where the agricultural population is mainly Muhammadan, the 
children of Muhammadans are nearly one-fourth again as numerous 
as those of Hindus. 


298. There are no towns in the Province worthy of being dignified 
by the name. The population of Sylhet is only 
16,846, while that of Gaéuhati is only 11,492. 


These are the two largest towns. 


299. Statements are appended showing the details and distribution 
of the population:— 


Towns. 


300. I.—Area and Population of the several Districts in the Province 
of Assam, according to the Census taken in the year 1872. 
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CHAPTER VII. 


FRONTIER RELATIONS AND FEUDATORY 
STATES.” 





804. The only Feudatory State which has relations with Assam is 

dadiode Manipur, a dependent State on the north-eastern 

border of the Province. The Political Agent at 

Manipur is directly subordinate to the orders of the Supreme Govern- 

ment, and the Chief Commissioner has concern with this State only in 

relation to boundary matters, and in occurrences affecting Manipur 
which originate in British territory. 


805. The independent State of Bhutan adjoins the northern frontier 
of the Province, on the borders of the districts of 
Kamrup and Goalpara. All communications 
from this Administration to the Bhutan Government are made through 
the Commissioner of Cooch Behar, in accordance with the orders of 
the Government of India. 


Bhutan. 


806. For the rest, our political relations are confined to our dealings 
with the numerous semi-savage tribes, now to be described, who surround 
our frontier on the northern, eastern, and southern sides. They are 
treated of herein the order of their geographical position, beginning 
with those on the north-western corner of the frontier. 


307. Hast of Bhutan, the sub-Himalayan ranges are occupied by 
various tribes of hillmen, he are in more or less 

ee ee constant communication with our northern dis- 
tricts. In the times of the Assam Rajahs, most of these tribes had 
acquired a right to levy from the villages on the plains certain 
petty dues, the collection of which led to frequent quarrels and 
outrages ; and it has for many years been the policy of the Government 
to commute the claim to collection of these dues, or “posa,’’ for 
money-payments, which are made to the chiefs by Government, only so 
long as they conduct themselves peaceably. The boundary along this 





® The account of these tribes is principally reproduced from the Bengal Report of 1872-73. 
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frontier between British territory and these tribes was laid down by Colonel 
Graham in 1872, continuing the demarcation of the Bhutan border 
along the foot of the hills as far eastward as the Buroi [tiver, up to 
the territory of the Tagin Dufflas. 


‘308. The first of these tribes, on the confines of Bhutan Proper, is a 
rowed BhGtaa: clan of Bhutias, dependent upon Towang, and 

| tributary to Thibet. They have no connection 

with the Bhutan Government. A considerable trade between Assam and 
Lhassa is carried on through them. They receive an annual payment of 
Rs. 5,000, in lieu of posa formerly.collected by them in the Kariapara 
Duar. They are generally quiet and friendly. 


309. Eastward of these are the Bhutias of Rooprai and Shergaon, 

who are independent of Thibet, known as the Char 

re rere Duar Bhutias. They used to draw posa from 

the Char Duars in Darrang, and now receive Rs. 1,740 annually, as 

compensation for its stoppage. Beyond these, are the Thebengea 

Bhutias, a small clan, who, in like manner, draw Rs. 145-13 from our 
treasury. These also are not troublesome as a rule. 


310. Three annual fairs, one at Udalguri, six miles within the 
Darrang district, and two others just beyond the 
border, at Kerkeria and Daimara, are held about 
the month of February, and are largely resorted to by these and more 
distant Bhutan tribes for the purposes of trade. They are encouraged 
both on political and commercial grounds. 


311. Eastward of these again, and to the west of the Bhoroli River, 
are the Akas, or Hrusso, a clan which at one time 
gave considerable trouble by their raids upon 
the plains. They are at present, however, peaceable, and draw annually 
Rs. 668, in lieu of posa. Their language shows them to be cognate to 
the Gadros and Kochs. They are divided into two clans, known as the 
Hazari Khoas and Kapas Chars 


312. Eastward of the Bhoroli, as far as the upper courses of the 
| Sundri, in North Lakhimpur, are the numerous 
cognate tribes of Dufflas. There are two divisions 
of this tribe. The Dufflas occupying the hills beyond the boundary in 
North Lakhimpur are called Tagin Dufflas, while those living in the 
hills opposite to the district of Darrang are called Paschim Dufilas. 
The DufHas who reside some distance within the Hills do not often visit 
the plains, and are called Abor Dufflas. In Assam, the term Abor is used 
by the inhabitants of the plains to denote the wilder and more remote 
of the hill tribes generally. The term is not used by the hillmen them- 
selves. The constitution of the Dufflas is very democratic, and every 
village is independent of its neighbours. The extent of the sub-division 
may be gathered from the fact that there are 238 petty headmen who 
draw between them compensation for posa amounting only to Rs. 2,543. 
In consequence of a raid by the Tagin Dufflas in 1873, a military 
expedition was sent into these hills in 1874-75, and the offenders were 


Bhatia fairs. 


Akas. 


Dufflas. 
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suitably punished. Since then they have given no trouble, and receive 
their posa as betore. 


313. Of apparently similar stock to the Dufflas are the Abors and 
Miris, their neighbours to the east. These 
tribes live in the hills which border on the 
North Lakhimpur sub-division eastward of the Rangi Nadi. They 
are said to have a different language to the Dufflas, but in other 
respects are very similar to them. They are peaceable, and give 
no trouble, and regularly take their posa from North Lakhimpur. 
They come down to the plains in large numbers during the cold 
seison to trade. Many of this tribe have settled in the plains 
in the districts of Lakhimpur and Sibsagar, and have partially adopted the 
Assamese language. Thev still, however, construct their villages in 
the hill fashion and talk their own language among themselves. The 
Miris are the go-betweens and interpreters of the Abors in their 
intercourse and trade with the plains. The Abors Proper, or Bor Abors, 
as they are generally called, to distinguish them from the Duffla and 
Miri Abors, inhabit the hills between the Miris and the Mishmis. 
They extend as far cast as the Dehing River, and how far they inhabit 
the hills to the north is not known. It is conjectured that the far-off 
clans of this tribe touch on Thibet. They have a few villages near 
Dibrugarh. The tribe is very much sub-divided, and is ie and 
troublesome. They are a dangerous and sulky race, over whom we 
have at present little hold. They have committed frequent raids, and 
have been the cause of more than one frontier expedition. Since 1862, 
however, they have observed fairly the agreements then made, by which 
they receive annually certain small presents of cloth, hoes, and other 
articles, and keep the peace along their own border. 


314, The hills which close the north-east corner of the Assam Valley 
are occupied by various tribes of Mishmis, who 
are on the one side in communication with 
Assam, and on the other with the Chinese province of Batang. Their 
habitat is from 96° to 97° 30’ east longitude, and from 27° 48’ to 
28° 40’ north latitude. The Tani, Mezho, and Maro clans have not been 
as a rule troublesome, and come down pretty freely to our bazaars. But 
the Chulkatas, or crop-haired sept, have raided repeatedly, and till 
recently were forbidden to pass the frontier posts. 

315. The tract of country near Sadiva, north of the Brahmaputra, 
and south of it also to a certain small extent, is 
colonised largely by Khamptis, a race of 
Shins professing the Bhuddist religion. These were emigrants from 
Borkhampti, and in the latter days of the Ahom Government had 
considerable power in and about Sadiya. In 1839, they rose against 
the British officers and surprised the post of Sadiyé. Since the punish- 
ment thereafter inflicted on them, they have had little political importance. 
They are peaceful subjects, though they defend their own villages very 
successfully against the Mishmi incursions. They are a civilized and 
comparatively well-educated people, with a language and literature of 
their own. 


Abors and Miris. 


Mishmis, 


Khamptis. 
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316. The Phakials are a small tribe much similar in manners 
and customs to the Khamtis. They are quiet and inoffensive. 


317. The Doanias, or Singpho-Assamese half-breeds, are also a 
very quiet tribe. 


318. The principal tribe in the Sadiyaé sub-division south of the 
Brahmaputra is that of the Singphos, supposed 
oe to be identical with the Kakus or Kakhyens of 
Burma, whose chief habitat was on the great eastern branch of the 
Irrawaddy. In the early days of the British occupation the Singphos 
gave much trouble, and, aided by the Burmese, assumed at times a very 
threatening strength. They held large numbers of Assamese slaves, 
whose release by our forces caused them temporarily much loss. They 
have for many years past been loyal and quiet. e as yet collect no 
revenue from them, but they submit to our political sontnsl. 


319. An annual fair is held at Sadiyé about the month of February, 

to which all the neighbouring tribes resort in 

Gediyé Fair. large numbers, and a considerable amount of 
Gade is effected. 


320. In the hills south of the Singpho country, and thence west- 
ward as far as the Khasi Hills, are found the 

ene many tribes known to us generally by the name 
of Naga, who are disttibuted over the mountain system that lics between 
Upper Assam and Burma. Those inhabiting the hills bordering on 
Lakhimpur and Sibsagar are called the eastern tribes, and those Nagas 
touching on Manipur and the Khasi Hills and North Cachar are called, 
roughly speaking, the western tribes. Some of these Nagas visit the 
plains, work in tea-gardens, and trade with our Assamese subjects; but 
they all are engaged more or less in incessant warfare with one 
another,—the taking of the heads of their enemies being apparently the 
main object of their ambition. The exploration and survey of the 
country occupied by these tribes hus in the last two years cost the 
valuable lives of two British frontier officers. The westernmost parts of 
the tract occupied by these tribes has been included since 1866 in the 
N&ga Hills district, under the supervision of a Political Officer, with the 
object of suppressing the raids made by the Angami Nagas on the 
districts of Nowgong and Cachar. These have been effectually put a 
stop to, but the clans are continually at war among themselves, and 
habitually raid on each other across the Manipur border. 


321. Between the Kulidni and Dhansiri Rivers, on the borders of 
Nowgong, are the Rengma Nagas, a small and inoffensive clan, fast 
merging into ordinary peasantry. 

322. Between the Brahmaputra and the district of the Naga Hills 
lie the Mikirs. They are a small tribe who 
inhabit the low hills in the district of Nowgong. 

ike the Rengma Nagas, they are rapidly becoming civilized, and losing 
all claim to the title of a border tribe. ey are quiet and peaceable. 
11.A—9 


Mikirs. 
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323. The rest of the hill tribes who inhabit the continuation of this 
range, which, trending away to the westward, divides the Assam Valley 
from Cachar and Sylhet, the Khasias, Syntengs, and Géros, are under the 
direct control of the British Government, and the districts to which they 
belong are noticed further on. On the south of the Naga Hills district, 
and extending into North Cachar, are some peaceable clans of Nagas, who 
are known as Kutcha Nagas, in distinction from the fierce Angdmis. 
Colonies of Kukis from the southern hills are established amongst them. 


324. Thechills to the south and west of Manipur, and much of the 
great belt of highland forest lying between South 
ae Cachar and Chittagong and Burma, are inhabited 
by tribes known to us by the generic name of Kuki. This appellation, 
as that of Naga further north, covers a great number of different 
clans, often hostile to each other. The tribes between Cachar and 
Manipur are known as Koupooee, mostly subject to Manipur. North of 
these, on the high range that skirts the valley of Manipur and the Barak 
as far as the Angami Nagas, are the Quoireings, who trade both with the 
Nagas and our district of Cachar. South of the Koupooees used to be 
the Khongjais, or Kukis par excellence, divided into Thados, Tlangums, 
and so on ; and south of them lay other tribes better armed than they, 
who have within quite recent years gradually ejected or absorbed them, 
and taken their place. Large colonies of Kukis have, under this 
pressure, settled in Cachar, aid in the hills to its north. 


325. The Kuki tribe which now occupies the tract south of 
Cachar is known to us as ‘ Lushai,” and has 
given much trouble, both on the side of Cachar 
and of Chittagong, and been the cause of several military expeditions. 


326. Adjoining the Naga Hills district on the west is the Khasi 
ase ae and Jaintié, Hills district, which was constituted, 
pean as narrated before in Chapter IIL, in 1835, 

and the Kbasias and Syngtengs, its original inhabitants, are now order! 
subjects. The country is divided into three portions, namely, British 
possessions in the Khasi Hills, petty democratic States in the Khasi Hills, 
and the Jaintia Hill country, which is wholly British. The whole is 
under the general superintendence of a Deputy-Commissioner, and the 
administration in the British possessions is conducted under a set of rules 

specially sanctioned by the Supreme Government. 


Lushais. 


327. In the Khasi dependent States, the petty democracies may 
be classed in two divisions: those of the first class being presided over by 
native chiefs styled Seims,* who, though taken from one family are 
appointed by election ; and the second class by wahdadars,t sirdars, and 
lyngdohs,t whose offices are entirely elective. The appointment of the 
whole of these chiefs and headmen is subject to the confirmation of the 
paramount power, the British Government, which reserves to itself the 
right to remove them in case of oppression or misconduct. 





® Derived from the Khasi word meaning the soul, the life. 
¢ A corruption of the Hindu term “Uhdadar,” meaning an officer. 
3 A sacrificial soothsayer, from the Khasi “ong” to speak, “doh” Aesh. 
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328. The British possessions in the Khasi and Jaintid Hills cover in 
the aggregate an area of 2,160 square miles, 
including twenty-five villages in the Khasi, and 
the same number in the Jaintia Hills. 


329. The Khasi democratic States, covering 


British poseessions. 


oer an area of 4,490 square miles, are as follows :— 
Fifteen, presided over by Seims. 
Population Revenue. 
(approximate). a 
| Rs. 
1. Bhawal, or Warbah wile .. 369 16,010 
2. Soh-rah (Cherrc) “ie ... 8,060 8,650 
3. Nongkrem (Aiyrim) be .-. 20,504 10,100 
4. Lyng-kin Sa. & se --- 1,867 960 
5. Malai-soh-mat (Malaichdmat) a- 209 900 
6. Maharain aay ae .. 6,157 1,045 
7. Ma-ri-ao a eae wv. 2,306 125 
8. Mao-iong Bis She ... 1,238 501 
9. Mao-syn-rain ate iis w. 947 330 
10. Myl-liem sits dae ... 12,266 1,090 
11. Nong-sch-phoh _... ae .. 961 130 
12. Nong-klow ee <a .. 6,924 2,060 
13. Nong-spung eas ar .. 871 100 
14. Nong-stoin was a sen 0150 4,400 
15. Ram-brai ik ais --. 1,737 440 
One, presided over by Wahdadars. 
The Confederacy of Shella... .. 5,611 700 
Five, presided over by Sirdars. 
1. Dwara Nong-tyrmen ais ». 378 1,715 
2. Ji-rang she alt ess, DOL Gescies 
3. Maolong bas sa we LATT cn esess 
4. Mao-don ied ste ves BOS seeing 
5. Nonglong se ese Bet Aaseem  veease 
Four, presided over by Lyngdohs. 
1. Lyn-iong ee aes - 613 ree 
2. Maoflang és abs we «C03 ees 
3. Nonglywai a sae - 182 eceees 
4. Bvh-iong “es 1,951 seve 


330. The administration in the Khasi native States gives to the 
rulers jurisdiction in all ordinary cases, civil and criminal, in which their 
own subjects are concerned; all cases of homicide and matters 
involving disputes between people of different States are adjudicated 
apon by the British officer. 


331. The Géros, inhabiting the extreme west of the mountain 
system on the south of the Assam Valley, were for 

oe long years a source of danger and annoyance 

to the plains of Goalpara and Mymensingh. Mr. David Scott, the 
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first Commissioner of Assam, made great efforts to conciliate and 
reclaim them, with apparently some success. But after his day they 
seem to have been left very much to themselves. They carried on a 
considerable trade in cotton with the plains, and might, perhaps, had 
they been left alone, have settled down peaceably enough. Unforta- 
nately, however, the encroachments of the neighbouring Bengali 
zemindars proved a constant source of irritation, and raids were of 
frequent occurrence. In 1866, an officer, Lieutenant Williamson, was 
posted in the hills, who succeeded in bringing many villages into 
voluntary subjection. The growth of his influence alarmed the com- 
munities in the heart of the Sills, who knew least of us, and, as they 
assumed an offensive attitude, it was necessary to coerce them. This 
was very successfully done by a police expedition in December, 1872, 
and the Garo Hills have since settled down quietly under the Deputy- 
Commissioner’s rule. Our relations with them have now ceased to 
political. 

332. The system of administration adopted among the Garos, 
devised originally by Mr. Scott, has been continued. Its principle is 
to make the Garos themselves, through the heads of villages and 
communities, responsible for the preservation of order. The head of a 
_ village is called the Lukma, or Nokma, his duties being to collect the 

revenues of his village, to maintain order in it, to report al crimes to the 
Luskur, and arrest the offenders. The Luskur is the head of a circle of 
villages, ten or twelve; he receives the revenue from the Lukma, and: 
remits it to the Deputy-Commissioner; he disposes of all petty cases 
occurring within his jurisdiction by punchayet, appeals from which, 
as well as all grave cases, are heard by the Deputy-Commissioner. 
The system is carried out under. a special set of rules sanctioned by 
the Supreme Government, and appears to work satisfactorily. 
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CHAPTER I. 


PHYSICAL AND POLITICAL GEOGRAPHY. 


SECTION 1.—CHANGES m ADMINISTRATION. 


1. (a) General.—Under the proclamation of the 7th February, 
Formation of the Chief Com. 28¢4, the districts of Kamrup, Darrang, Now- 
niissionership. ong, Sibsagar, Lakhimpur, Garo Hills, Khasi 
and Jaintia Hills, Naga Hills Cachar, and Godalpara, were formed into 
Annexation of Sylhet to the Chief Commissionership of Assam; and sub- 
panei sequently, ander a proclamation dated the 
12th September, 1874, the district of Sylhet was added. The years 
now under report are therefore the two first years of the existence of 
the Province of Assam asa separate Administration. 


2. In constituting the Chief Commissionership, the powers pre- 
viously exercised by the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal and the Board 
of Revenue of the oa Provinces were assumed by the Governor- 
General in Council; and, by subsequent notifications, certain of these 
powers were delegated to the Chief Commissioner. 


3. The powers which have been thus delegated by the Governor- 
General in Council during the two years under review are as follows :— 


(1.) The powers of an Inspector-General of Police under Act V. of 1861 and 
VII. (B.C.) of 1869. 

(2.) The powers of a Local Government under Act XXII. of 1864 (Canton- 
ments). 

(3.) The powers of a Local Government under Act VII. of 1865 (Forests). 

(4.) The powers of a Local Government under Section 22, Act XXXI. of 
1860 (Arms and Ammunition). 

(5.) The powers of a Local Government under Sections 6 and 24, Act XX. of 
1865 (Pleaders). 

(6.) The powers of a Local Government under Sections 16, 18, 29, 35, and 
37, Act VI. of 1871 (Civil Courts, Bengal). 

(7.) The powers of the Board of Revenue, Lower Provinces, under Act XXI. 
of 1856 (Excise). : 

I1.B— 
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(8.) The powers of a Local Government under Scctions 2 and 5, Aet I1.(B.C.) 
of 1867 (Gambling). 

(9.) The powers which were exercised by the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal 
under the following sections and clauses of Act VII. (B.C.) of 
1873 (Labour Districts Emigration), namely, Section 4, Clauses 
2, 10, 11, 12, and 13 ; Sections 37, 98, 104, 114, and 119. 

(10.) The powers heretofore vested in, or exercisable by, the Board of 
Revenue of the Lower Provinces, under all the rules made before 
the 2nd February, 1874, under which waste land grants are held 

in the Province of Assam. 

(11.) The powers which, under, or by virtue of, Act IV. (B.C.) of 1870 
(an Act to consolidate and amend the law relating to the Court of 
Wards within the provinces under the control of the Lieutenant- 
Governor of Bengal), were heretofore vested in, or exercisable by, 
the Board of Revenue of the Lower Provinces. 


(12.) The powers vested in the Board of Revenue of the Lower Provinces, 
under Act XX. of 1865 (an Act tv amend the law relating to 
pleaders and mukhtars). 


(13.) The power to appoint to any revenue jurisdiction a Deputy-Collector, 
with the powers and duties referred to in Bengal Regulation IX. of 
1833, Sections 17, 18, and 20, to 24, both inclusive. 


(14.) The powers under the Rules for the sale of waste lands, published in 
Part I. of the Calcutta Gazette of the 4th February, 1874. 


(15.) The powers which were exercised by the Lieutenant-Governor of 
Bengal under Act ITI.(B.C.) of 1864 (the District Municipal Improve- 
nent Act), as amended by Bengal Acts VII. of 1867, II. of 1868, 
and II. of 1873. 


(16.) The powers of a Local Government under Sections 26 and 49 of Act 
AI. of 1859 (the Revenue Sale Law). 


(17.) The powers of the Board of Revenue, Lower Provinces. under Sec- 
tions 3, 4,19, 26, and 49 of Act XI. of 1859 (the Revenue Sale Law). 


(18.) The power which were vested in, or exercisable by, the Lieutenant- 
overnor of Bengal under Sections 2, 5, 11, 14, 21, 25, 37, 41, and 
92 of Act VI. (B.C.) of 1868 (an Act to provide for the better 
regulation of Police in towns, and for the conservancy and improve- 

ment thereof). 


(19.) The powers of a Local Government under Sections 6 and 25 of Act VII. 
(B.C.) of 1868 (an Act for the recovery of arrears of land revenue 
and public demands recoverable as arrears of land revenue). 


(20.) The powers of a Local Government under Sections 1, 2, 35, 41, 49, 
50, 51, 62, 70, 75, 76, 78, 79, 83, and 97 of Act X. (B.C.) of 1871 
(the District Road-cess Act). 


(21.) The powers of the Board of Revenue, Lower Provinces, under 
Section 14 of Act VIII. (B.C.) of 1865 (an Act to amend the law 
for the sale of such under-tenures as by the title-deeds or 
established usage of the country are transferable by sale or other- 
wise, for the recovery of arrears of rent due in respect thereof). 


(22.) The powers which are exercisable by the Government of Bengal 
under Sections 2, 3, and 11 of Act VIII. (B.C.) of 1862 (an Act to 
improve the systein of zemindary d4&ks in the provinces subject 
to the Government of Bengal). 


(23.) The powers of an Inspector-General of Jails under Act XXVI. of 1870 
. (3 udicial). 
(24.) All the powers in respect to settlements of the land revenue, which 


were vested in, or exercisable by, the Board of Revenue of the 
Lower Provinces. 
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(25.) All the powers having reference to the partition of estates, which were 
vested in, or exercisable by, the Board of Revenue of the Lower 
oe ee Regulation XIX. of 1814, and Acts XX. of 1836 and 

. of 1838. 


(26.) The powers vested in, or exercised by, the Lieutenant-Governor of 
Bengal, under Sections 2, 4, 6, 7, 8, and 9 of Regulation I. of 1873 
oy called Act V. of 1873),—Bengal Eastern Frontier Regulation, 
1873. 


(27.) The power of specially appointing officers to exercise the powers of a 
Magistrate of Police under Act XIII. of 1859 (an Act to provide 
for the punishment of breaches of contract by artificers, workmen, 
and labourers.) 


(28.) All powers which were vested in the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal 
by the direct operation of any Act of the Governor-General in 
Council, which also conferred the same powers on the Chief 
Commissioners of Oudh, the Central Provinces, and British Burma. 


4. Upon the formation of the Chief Commissionership, the ques- 
Beta tion arose as to where the seat of Administration 
tion ato Attias should be located. As Gauhéti, which had 
hitherto been the head-quarters of the Assam Commissionership, was 
most inconveniently situated with respect to the districts in the Basis 
Valley, the selection fell on Shillong, which, from its central position on 
the line of telegraphs, its good climate, and its accessibility from the 
plains on both sis appeared to be the place best suited for the head- 
quarters of the Local Administration. The Government of India in 
the Home Department, in their letter No. 1,542, dated the 29th May, 
1874, approved of the Chief Commissioner’s selection. 


5. (6) Political—The Regulation called the “ ae Eastern 
ite Frontier Regulation, V. of 1873,” had been 
me mane introduced - November of that year, with the 
object of restricting the dealings of European or other British subjects 
with the wild frontier tribes,—dealings which, if unrestrained, would 
be sure to lead to dangerous complications. The Regulation empowers 
the Local Government to prescribe and notify an Inner Line, bayend 
which all British subjects are prohibited from going without a pass. 


6. On the 20th August, 1875, the provisions of the Regulation were 
extended to Cachar, and an Inner Line on the southern frontier 
of that district was notified. The demarcation of this line has been 
commenced, and will, it is expected, be completed by the end of the 
cold weather ef 1876-77. | 


7. An Inner Line in the district of Lakhimpur was notified in the 
Guzette of India, under date the 3rd September, 1875. This line has 
now been partially demarcated. It is hoped that the demarcation will 
be completed during the cold weather of 1876-77. 


8. On the 8th March, 1876, the Darrang Inner Line was notified. 
In Darrang, the revenue boundary line was followed, except at one 
point, where it was diverted so as to pass beyond a tea-garden. This 
pore of the Inner Line has been specially marked by extra 
pillars. 
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9. The Chief Commissioner also proposed tothe Government of India 
The Garo Hills Regulation, ¢7e, the notification of an Inner Line in the Garo 
ills. The Supreme Government, however, 
considered the measure inapplicable to that district. Finally, after some 
correspondence, a Regulation adapted to the peculiar circumstances of 
the Garo Hills was drawn up, and received the assent of the Governor- 
General in Council. This Regulation is called the “Garo Hills Regula- 
tion, 1876.” It was to come into operation on the Ist April, 1876, and 
to continue in force to the 3lst March, 1881 ; unless, before the expiration 
of this period, the Chief Commissioner, with the previous sanction of the 
Governor-General in Council, extends its operations to a further period. 
Under this Regulation the Chief Commissioner may, with the previous 
sanction of the Governor-General in Council, prohibit all persons not 
being natives of the Garo Hills from doing certain acts within the 
limits of the Garo Hills district without a license. This Regulation 
confers on the Chief Commissioner the necessary power of controlling 
the action of foreigners in the Garo Hills district. 


10. By a notification in the Gazette of India, dated the 16th April, 
Revision of the Rules for the 8?¢4, the Governor-General in Council, under the 
administration of Civil, and provisions of Section 5 of Act A XII. of 1869, 
the Garo Hills, Khasi and Jaintid Made certain alterations in the Rules for the 
enn one eee administration of Civil and Criminal Justice 


and Police in the Garo Hills, the Khasi and Jaintia Hills, and the 
Naga Hills. These revised Rules are still in force in these districts. 


11. (ce) Administrative-—Goalpara being the only district in Assam 
Extension of the Road-Cesg 0 Which the provisions of Act X. (B.C.) of 1871 
Act to Godlpara, (the District Road-Cess Act) are suited, the Chief 
Commissioner, by a notification in the Assam Gazette, dated the 31st May, 
1875, extended the provisions of that Act to Goalpara, with the exception 
of the Eastern Duars, and directed that the Act should take effect in 
that district from the 1st April, 1876. 


12. As the provisions of the District Road-Cess Act are inapplicable 
to any of the other districts in the Province, 
and as it was most desirable that a fund similar 
to those established by the Road-Cess Act in Bengal, and by Local 
Rates Acts in other provinces, should be constituted throughout the 
Province to provide for the maintenance of roads, schools, and for other 
local purposes, the Chief Commissioner, in December, 1875, submitted 
to the Governor-General in Council a draft Regulation, called “The 
Assam Local Rates Regulation,’ to meet this want. The measure 
awaits the sanction of the Government of India. 


Assam Local Rates Regulation. 


13. The new Rules framed by the High Court under the Court-fees’ 
Introduction of the new Rules Act, which came into force in this Province on 
under the Court-fees’ Act, the 25th February, 1874, were brought into 
practical operation during the period under review. The new Rules 
were tatrodueed into all the courts in Assam, and the process-serving 
establishments were revised in accordance with them. 
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14. The judicial functions of officers in the Assam Valley were 
Rearrangement of judicial Te-arranged by notification of the Government 
of India, in May, 1875, whereby the Judicial 
Commissioner, since termed Judge of the Assam Valley Districts, was 
vested with the powers of a District Judge in the six Valley Districts. 
The Deputy-Commissioners of those districts and the officers in charge 
of the sub-divisions, Dhubri, Mangaldai, Jorhat, and North Lakhimpur, 
were vested ex officio with the powers of a Subordinate Judge; and the 
senior <Assistant-Commissioner, and the senior Extra-Assistant-Com- 
missioner at each of the six head-quarters stations, and the officers in 
charge of all the other sub-divisions, were vested ex officio with the 
powers of a Munsiff. 


15. By a notification dated the 29th ae oe the Governor- 

General in Council declared the district of 

Divisions Cachar to be one of the Sessions districts of the 

Province of Assam, and the then officiating Judge of Sylhet was appointed 

to officiate as Sessions Judge of Cachar. This arrangement has not 

since been disturbed ; and, practically, Sylhet and Cachar now form one, 
instead of two, Sessions divisions. 


16. The necessity for opening sub-divisions in the large and 
important district of Sylhet has for some time 
been fully recognized by Government, but 
financial reasons have prevented the carrying out of the desired measure. 
During the cold weather of 1875-76, a sub-division was temporarily 
opened at Lashkarpnr; but as no buildings had as yet been erected, the 
sub-divisional officer had to return to head-quarters upon the commence- 
ment of the rains. By a notification, which appeared in the Assam 
Gazette of the 6th May, 1876, the district of Sylhet was divided into four 
sub-divisions, riz. :-— 

(1) The Sudder sub-division. (3) The Lashkarpur sub-division. 

(2) The Sundmganj _,, (4) The Latu 


Sub-divisions in Sylhet. 


%) 


17. The new sub-divisions, however, have not as yet been opened. 
The Chief Commissioner has, in the Public Works Department, sanctioned 
an expenditure of Rs. 4,000 for the construction of temporary buildings for 
the Lashkarpur sub-division, the funds at his disposal not permitting 
him to assign a larger grant. It is his intention, when the Provincial 
finances are in a more flourishing condition than they are at present, to 
erect permanent buildings. The opening of the other satel iiibns 
will probably be considerably postponed, owing to financial exigencics. 


18. Sub-divisions have been projected for other districts, where 
additional centres of authority seem required to strengthen the efficiency 
of the administration. Three of these,—Nalbariin Kamrup, Bishnath in 
Darrang, and Sadiya in Lakhimpur,—had been sanctioned under the 
Bengal Government, but never established; and a fourth, the Chief 
Commissioner thinks, will shortly be needed for North Cachar. But 
until more funds are available, the establishment of these sub-divisions, 
however advantageous the measure may be, can scarcely be looked 
forward to. 
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18. (a) Revision of district and internal boundaries.—The boundary 
bine aleeen aus between Goalpara and the Garo Hills district 
had been found to require readjustment and 
fresh demarcation, as Act NXIT. of 1869, by which the Garo Hills 
were removed from the operation of the General Laws and Regulations, 
did not precisely define the boundary of the tract. Accordingly, 
Mr. W. O. A. Beckett was deputed by the Lieutenant-Governor 
of Bengal, under Section 10 of the Act, to consider and determine 
the boundary between the Garo Hills and the district of Goalpara. 
Mr. Beckett's proceedings were finally confirmed by the Lieutenant- 
Governor of Bengal, in orders dated the 2nd April, 1874, and_ the 
boundary was notified in the Assan Gazette on the 16th July, 1875. 
A Commission was also appointed on the 2nd December, 1875, to 
determine the compensation to be awarded under Section 7 of the Act. 


20, The boundary between the Garo Hills and Maimansingh has 
Gare Hills and Maimansineh, also been revised, and the boundary between 
and Garo Hills and Ruasi tis the Garo Hills and the Khasi Hills is being 
boundary, r ° o 
demarcated. These boundaries, however, have 

not as vet been notified. 


21. The thannah divisions in the districts of Kamrup and 
REG Aal te Lieunein ai Goalpara were found to need re-arrangement, 
Sy en ee surapan and a= revision of their boundaries was 
OWlLPaAra, ° . . ° 
accordingly effected by notification of the 
Sth April, 1875, for the former district, aud of the 8th May, 1876, for 
the latter. 
22, The local limits of the jurisdictions of the munsiffs of Gauhati 
and Barpetsa, in the district of Kamrup, were similarly re-adjusted by 
a notification in the Assan Gazette, dated the 13th July, 1875. 


SECTION II.—RELATIONS with TRIBUTARY STATES aynp 
FRONTIER AFFAIRS. 


TRIBUTARY STATES.— MANIPUR. 


23. There are no Tributary States in direct relation with this 
Administration. The affairs of Manipur, a dependent State on our 
eastern border, are under the supervision of a Political Agent, acting 
under the orders of the Supreme Government. 


24. In boundary matters only, so far as relates to our frontier, and 
in occurrences affecting that State, originating in our territory, has the 
Chief Commissioner any direct concern in the politics of Manipur. 


25. The question of definition of the boundary between the Manipur 
State and British territory, in the direction of the Naga and North Cachar 
Hills, remains to be decided. Reports have been submitted containin 
the views of the Chief Commissioner and of the Political Agent, an 
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the claims of the Manipur Durbar. The matter now awaits the orders 
of the Supreme Government. 


26. We have had some unimportant relations with Manipur, with 
regard to political detenus and refugees from that State. One Kuifa 
Singh, a relative of the Maharajah, was arrested by the Deputy-Com- 
missioner of Cachar, in December, 1874, for endeavouring to instigate a 
raid into Manipur, for which purpose he was collecting men and arms. 
The Maharajah, however, preferred taking the risk of Kaifa Singh’s 
machinations against his State to paying for his maintenance as a detenu: 
and, accordingly, with the sanction of the Government of India, the 
cunspirator was released at the Manipur boundary, with a prohibition 
against returning to British territory. 

27. Two Manipuri detenus, named Shekor Singh and Nerjit Singh, 
who were under surveillance at Hazareebagh, have been permitted to 
reside in the district of Sylhet. 


28. Trade between Cachar and Manipur is said to be on the 
decrease. 


FRONTIER TRIBES. 


29. Our principal political relations comprise our dealings with the 
numerous tribes inhabiting the hilly regions which form our natural 
frontier on the northern, eastern, and southern borders of the Province. 


30. A narrative of our relations with these tribes during the first of 
the two years now under report was submitted in November, 1875, to the 
Government of India, and has been embodied in the present account. 


31. As has been customary in former reports on these frontier 
tribes, they are here treated of in the order of their geographical position, 
beginning with the extreme western point of the northern boundary of the 
Province, and proceeding eastward to the head of the Brahmaputra 
Valley; and thence along the southern boundary of the Brahmaputra 
Valley as far as the Garo Hills. 


BHUTIAS. 


32. The districts of Goalpara and Kamrup, and a part of Darrang, 
are bounded on the north by tribes, some of which are subordinate to the 
Bhutan Government, while others pay allegiance to the Government of 
Lhassa, and claim to be independent of the Bhutias. During the two 
years under review, very little occurred worthy of notice in connection 
with the Bhutias. No further attempt was made by them to levy 
illegal cesses, as they had done in 1873 in the case of the inhabitants of 
the ceded settlement of Dewangiri. The Chief Commissioner visited this 
last-mentioned place in 1875. The people were found to be contented, 
and the boundary-pillars had not been tampered with. Early in 1874, 
two dacoities were committed by Bhutias at Sobankhatta, a village at the 
mouth of one of the passes leading from Dewangiriinto Kamrup. Every 
effort was made to induce the Bhutan Government to deliver up the 
offenders, but without success; possibly, they could not themselves 
sccure the offenders. A sum of Rs. 1,000 was accordingly, by order 
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of the Government of India, deducted from the annual treaty payment 
of the Bhutias, of which Rs. 500 were subsequently since as the 
Chief Commissioner did not think it advisable that the entire loss should 
be made good. The remaining Ks. 500 was paid to the shopkeepers who 
had been robbed. The affair at no time assumed a political aspect. 
Since the occurrence of these dacoities, in the early part of 1874, the 
Bhutias who border on the districts of Kamrup and Goalpdra have 
given no cause fur complaint. 


83. The Bhutias who in the cold season come into Darrang by the 
Khaling Duar are immediately subordinate to Bhutan. The principal 
passes by which they enter the plains are along the bed of the Bor Nadi 
and the Kerkaria pass along the bed of the Lukmi Nadi. Their chief, 
Fispa Rajah, who resides at Marsola, about ten miles, as the crow flies, from 
the bound: ary, made himself hemos in 1871 and 1872, by taxing British 
subjects w ho Cul timber in the border forests. But, since the layin ing down 
of the boundary between Bhutan and British territory by Colonel Graham, 
in the latter year, no complaints have been made against him. 


34. During 1874, the Rajah of Kerkaria, one of the Rajahs who 
visit the Khaling Duar, and who is subject to the Bhutan Government 
at Punakha, established a market on the banks of the Lukmi River, 
a little north of the Kerkaria tea-garden, in the Darrang district. This 
fair has proved apparently a success. 


Tue SAtu Raganus oF KariarPARA AND CHARDUAR. 


35. Nextto the Bhutias Proper come various tribes, connected 
more or Icss intimately with Lhassa. 


36. The Deputy-Commissioner of Darrang has frequently met the 
Sath Rajahs of Kariapara, and also the representatives of the small clan 
of Thebengia Bhutias, who reside east of Towang. Both these tribes are 
quiet and inoftensiv ¢, and bands of their traders are in the habit of visiting 
the plains. At their meetings with the Deputy-Commissioner, they 
evineed a thoroughly friendly spirit. The Rajahs of Rupraigaon and 
Shergaon have also visited the plains and met the Deputy-Commissioner. 
During their visits in 1874 they repeated some objections they had 
former rly raised to the boundary which had been laid down by Colonel 
Graham, but these claims were disullowed. The Deputy-Commissioner 
reports that duri ing their last visit to him, on the 14th February, 1876, 
they expressed themselves as quite satisfied with the boundary. 


BuutTia Falrrs. 


37. The fairs resorted to by these Bhutia tribes claim some notice 
here. 
38. The Udalguri Fair.—The place where this fair is held is situated 


in the Kariapara Duar, Mangaldai sub-division of the Darrang district, 
about ten miles from the fout of the hills, and about twenty-five miles north 
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from Mangaldai. It is uncertain when these fairs first began to be 
held,—but from 1854 regular official accounts of them are traceable. The 
principal frequenters of the fair are the Thibetan Bhutias of Towang. 
The inhabitants of Bhutan Proper are prevented from attending ag muc 

as possible by the Thibetans, in order that the latter may reap the profits of 
the trade. No proper accounts of the amount of trade carried on at this 
fair have hitherto been kept. The fair takes place commonly in February or 
March, and lasts about two months. It as ticld as usual in 1875, and again 
in 1876. In 1875, the native official specially deputed to collect statistics 
regarding the fair calculated the imports hom Bhutan at Rs. 44,817, 
and the exports from Assam at Rs. 35,432. The number of Bhutias 
who attended the fair was estimated at under 2,000. In 1876, the 
exports were ascertained to amount to Rs. 50,425, and the imports 
Rs. 25,712; and it is said that the Bhutias took away with them 
in cash Rs. 24,713. The attendance of Bhutias was calculated 
at about 3,600. The articles brought down by the Bhutias are ponies, 
sheep, dogs, salt, a little gold, blankets, yaks’ tails, musk, chillies, 
ee wax, madder, oranges, and walnuts. They take in exchange 
Lnglish and Assam cloths, thread, rice, betel-nuts, brass. and iron 
cooking utensils, bar-iron, hoes, &c. The fair has always passed off 
quietly. A very interesting incident connected with this fair, in 1875, 
was the appearance at it of a survey pandit who had been detached 
from Sir Douglas Forsyth’s mission to Yarkand to explore Thibet. He 
visited Lhassa, and eventually found his way to the Udalguri Fair, 
vid Towang. 


39. Kerkaria Fair.—The Kerkaria Fair has recently been established 
by the Rajah of Kerkaria on the Lukmi River, at a ae just beyond 
the border of the Darrang district, about fifteen miles sitet in a 
straight line north-west of Udalguri. This fair is visited entirely by 
Bhutias from the eastern portion of Bhutaén Proper. The Rajah’s 
residence is at Benkar Parbat, and most of the Bhutias come from the 
villages in that neighbourhood. This fair promises in time to be to the 
Bhutias of Eastern Bhutan what Udalguri is to the Towang tribes. 
At this fair, which is held in February and March, there was an 
attendance in 1876 of 162 Bhutias, and their behaviour was unex- 
ceptionable. The value of the imports from Bhutan was estimated at 
Rs. 17,226, and the exports from Assam at Rs. 16,078. The Bhutias 
are said to have taken back with them a small quantity of silver. The 
Rajah of Kerkaria comes down to this fair. He is an official under 
the Deb Rajah of Punakha, and fought against us at Dewangiri, in the 
late war with Bhutan. The Deputy-Commissioner and the Assistant- 
Commissioner visited the fair officially, and were well received by the 


Rajah. 


40. Daimdrd Fair.—This fair is held at a place three miles beyond 
our frontier, distant sbout twenty-five miles in a straight line north- 
east of Udalguri. It has not heen visited by the Deputy-Commissioner. 
Ite establishment dates back to the time of the Assam Rajahs. No 

I1.B—2 
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complaints were made of the behaviour of the Bhutias at this fair. 
In 1876, the imports from Bhutan were estimated at Rs. 7,452, and 
the exports from Assam at Rs. 5,636, but these figures must only be 
considered approximate, as this was the first occasion of any attemp! 
being made to collect statistics at this fair. All these fairs receive 
due recognition and encouragement from the local authorities. 


41. Datma Fair.—A fair at Datma, in the Goalpara district, was 
established by the Government of Bengal in 1873. It was hoped 
that it would attract a large number of the Bhutias, who come down 
annually by the western passes. This expectation has not, however, 
been realized. The attendance in 1874 was small, and the traffic 
carried on very insignificant, in spite of considerable official aid and 
encouragement. On the recommendation of the Deputy-Commissioner, 
the experiment was repeated in 1875, but again proved a failure; 
The Chief Commissioner has therefore decided to take no further 
steps in connection with this experiment. The cause of the failure is 
supposed to be the inaccessibility of Datma. The sparseness of the 
population in the vicinity may also have something to do with it. 


THE AKAS. 


42. Situated to the eastward of the foregoing tribes are the 
Akas. They are divided into Hazdri Khoas* and Kapas_ Chors,f 
and were formerly a powerful and turbulent tribe. During the period 
under report, the Hazari Khoas.behaved well. The Government granted 
them a small piece of land (forty-nine acres) in the plains during 
1873, and the consideration shown them appears to have gratified 
them. The Kapas Chors, although not assuming at all a hostile air, 
steadily refused at first to recognize the boundary of British territory 
which had been laid down between the Bhoroli and Khari Dikrai 
Rivers. They laid claim to a tract of several square miles within 
our border, containing elephants, salt-licks, valuable timber, &c. They 
also claimed an extension of the grant of waste land which is at present 
allowed them, and their chief, Midhi, at last claimed the whole land 
between the hills and the Brahmaputra, bounded on the east by the 
Bhoroli, and on the west by the Rhotds. In consequence of these 
claims, the Deputy-Commissioner of Darrang was ordered to authorita- 
tively mark off the boundary. This work he successfully accomplished 
during the cold weather of 1875-76, in the presence of the Akas, and 
without any opposition from them. The chief, Midhi, on the invitation 
of the Chief Commissioner, has sent two of his younger brothers to be 
educated at the Government School at Tezpur, and arrangements have 
been made for these boys to be fed and lodged at the expense of 
Government. 


* Eaters at a thousand hearths. 
¢ Cotton thicvese 
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THe DuFFLas. 


43. East of the Akas come the Dufflas, who aredivided into numerous 
clans. There are, however, two main divisions which are generally 
recognized, t.e., the Dufflas living on the boundary of North Lakhimpur 
are called Tagins, and those living on the boundary of Darrang, Paschims. 
Those Dufflas who, living at some distance from our territory, have little 
intercourse with us, are also called Abor; indeed, Abor may be considered 
the general name forall the tribes—Duffla, Miri, and Bor Abor—lying 
between the Akas and the Mishmis. The same word is, however, use 
by the inhabitants of the plains (but not by the hillmen themselves) to 
denote the wilder and more remote tribes of the Nagas on the south 
bank of the Brahmaputra. During 1874, the Paschim Dufflas gave 
no trouble whatever. The Tagin Dufflas, however, having raided on the 
village of Amtolla, in Darrang, in February, 1873, and carried off some 
captives, a strict blockade of their country was established in 1874, with 
the view to compel the release of the captives, and as this proved 
ineffectual, a regular military expedition was sent into the hills in the 
cold season of 1874-75, and effected, without any opposition, the release 
of all the captives who had survived the hard treatment to which 
they had been subjected. It is believed that the effect of this 
expedition will be permanent. The expedition has shown the Dufflas 
and the neighbouring tribes, who were eagerly watching the result, 
that we can enter their remotest hills in large numbers, and stay there 
along time. On the other hand, it has much increased our knowledge 
of this particular tribe, and has also brought to light the existence of 
a very numerous tribe of Dufflas settled on the head-waters of the 
Ranga Nadi. After the final settlement of the difficulty by the release 
of the captives, the Dudrs were re-opened, and the payment of their “posa”’ 
(or pecuniary allowance) was continued to the Dufiias as before. During 
1875, our relations with the Dufflas (both hill and plain) have been of 
a thoroughly peaceful character. The Deputy-Commissioner remarks, 
in his last report, dated the 7th April, 1876,—‘‘ The late expedition has 
had a most salutary effect on this tribe, and I believe it is likely to 
prove lasting.” 


THE Mirrs. 


44. The Miris, or Abor Miris, occupy the hills bordering on the 
Yorth Lakhimpur sub-division, eastward of the Ranga Nadi. They much 
resemble the Dufflas in their appearance, manners, and customs, but they 
have a different dialect, if not language. They are a quiet, inoffensive 
people, and have never given us any trouble. They receive their “posa,”’ 
or pecuniary allowance, annually at North Lakhimpur, whither they 
come in large numbers in the cold season to trade, taking, in return for 
the usual hill produce, salt, cloth, beads, dogs, &c., &. Numbers of this 
tribe, and of the neighbouring tribe of Abors, have from time to time 
settled in the plains in the Lakhimpur and Sibsagar districts. The 
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settlers are locally called Mati Miris, and, having partially adopted the 
Assamese language and dress, thev are hardly recognizable as hill people. 
They, however, continue to build their villages in hill fashion, and 
amongst themselves talk the Mim or Abor dialect, indifferently with 
Assamese. Thev are a cleanly, quiet, and industrious people of usually 
pleasing features, and are well known as good boatmen. 


Tre ABORS. 


45. The Abors Proper, or Bor Abors, as they are generally called, to 
distinguish them from tribes of Duffla and Miri Abors, occupy the hills 
between the Miris and the Mishmis as far east as the Dihang River. 
It is not known how far to the north they extend. It is, however, 
probable that their remotest clans are in immediate contact with Thibet. 
Their nearest villages are verv close to Dibrugarh, the head-quarters of 
the Lakhimpur district. This tribe, which, like all the tribes on this 
frontier, is divided into almost innumerable clans, has always been 
warlike, and more or less troublesome. In 1874-75, however, as in the 
preceding vear, they behaved fairly well, and during 1875-76, also, 
nothing occurred to cause a breach of the peace. In both years, the 
Abors came down and received their ‘“ posa’’ as usual, and, though they 
were not particularly cordial, they behaved quietly and respectfully. 
They are a sullen and morose people, with a great want of natural good 


manner. 
Tae Misamis, &c. 


46. The next tribes to notice are the Mishmis, Khamtis, Phakials, 
Doanias, and Singphos, who occupy the tract from the Dihang to the 
Buri Dehing, t.e., the whole of the head of the Brahmaputra Valley. It 
is difficult to detine the limits of each; they are therefore taken together. 
The behaviour of these tribes has been all that could be wished for. 
Year by year, the Mishmis are showing themselves keener traders, and 
they thoroughly appreciate the advantage of having a safe and profitable 
market at their doors. The Mishmis are a powerful clan, extending to 
the borders of Thibet and China, and trading with China as well as with 
ourselves. The Phakials, who are almost identical in manners, &c., with 
the Khamtis, are a very small tribe. They have always, as well as 
the Khamtis, been perfectly inoffensive. The Doanias, or Singpho- 
Assamese half-breeds, are also a peaceable, qtiet people. 


47. The Singphos, who are numerous and warlike, have also behaved 
well. The Deputy-Commissioner of Lakhimpur has, during the time 
embraced in this report, met all the Singpho chiefs who live between the 
old and new Dehing Rivers, and has been received with attention and 
respect. 


SapDivA Farr. 


48. In order to promote good feeling among these tribes, a fair is 
annually held at Sadiva, at the full of the moon which occurs about the end 
of January or beginning of February. The following statement shows the 


RELATIONS WITH TRIBUTARY STATES AND FRONTIER AFFAIRS. 13 


estimated attendance of hillmen, and the value of the imports and 
exports, at this fair for the last three years:— 








TRADE. 
Year. . Renee = hill- 
: Value of articles sold by | Value of articles bought by 
hillmen. hillmen. 
Rs. Rs. 
1874 1,874 25,700 17,630 
1875 1,369 13,500 3,950 
1876 3,000 49,100 44,475 


eee 


49. The fair held in 1875 shows a large falling off, which was 
attributed by the Ep cane to the absence of the Chulikata 
Mishmis. A more than compensating success, however, attended the fair 
held in February, 1876. Nothing occurred to mar the proceedings. The 
Deputy-Commissioner met all the hill chiefs, and exchanged small 
presents with them, and at the close of the fair dismissed them with some 
words of friendship. 


50. The imports at this fair are rabber, wax, musk, cloths, mats, 
Khémti daos, and ivory. The exports are Assamese and English cloths, 
salt, brass, iron, and bell-metal utensils, silver earrings, beads, brass wire, 
and opium. The increase of the trade in 1876 is very satisfactory ; but the 
fair has other advantages, besides, which should not be lost sight of. It is 
not only the resort of people anxious to trade, but is used as a rendezvous 
by all the tribes who have difficulties to settle, or who wish to see the 
Deputy-Commissioner on any subject. It seems probable that Sadiyé will 
ultimately become a place of considerable importance. When the time 
comes for opening up the as yet unknown route between us and China, 
Sadiya will be the starting-point. 


Tue NAaas. 


51. We now come to the tribes on the south of the Brahmaputra, 
further westwards from those at the head of the valley. From the Buri 
Dihing river westwards, as far as the Khasi Hills, extend the numerous 
tribes which go by the name of Nagas. These may be roughly divided 
into the eastern and western tribes. Many of them trade constantly with 
the plains, and in the winter months work in the tea-gardens at the foot of 
the hills. They are usually peaceable enough in their relations with us, 
and display considerable aptitude and keenness as traders ; but they all 
retain their savage characteristics, and are occupied in incessant railings 
and interminable retaliations for blood-feuds among themselves. Human 
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heads are the special object of their ambition. In illustration of the 
ferocity of these tribes, a passage from a recent letter from the Political 
Officer, Naga Hills, may be quoted, in which he reports the circumstances 
of one of these attacks in pursuance of a blood-feud. A party from one 
village attacked one of the clans of another large village, while the men 
were all away in the fields, and massacred the whole of the women and 
children, the other clans of the village looking on as amused spectators. 
“One of the on-lookers told me,”’ writes the Political Officer, “that he 
never saw such fine sport : it was just like killing fowls.” 


52. The survey of these tracts has cost two valuable lives of British 
officers within the last two years. 


53. A preliminary exploration having been made in the preceding 
year without meeting any overt opposition, a survey party, under the com- 
mand of Lieutenant Holcombe, Assistant-Commissioner of Jaipur, entered 
the eastern hills in the cold weather of 1874-75. On the 2nd February, 
1875, this party was treacherously attacked at Ninu, a Naga village four 
marches from the plains. Lieutenant Holcombe and eighty of the party 
were massacred in the course of two or three minutes, and Captain Bad gley 
and fifty men were wounded. Severely wounded as he was, Captain 
Badgley kept his men together and made an orderly retreat to the plains, 
bringing away all the ammunition and wounded men. If the party 
had been less resolutely handled, or had failed in discipline, not a man 
would have reached the plains alive. Several of the villages surrounding 
Ninu having been implicated in the attack, a punitive expedition was 
immediately organized, under the command of Colonel Nuthall, Command- 
ing 44th Sylhet Light Infantry, and sentagainst them. This expedition 
took the field early in March. The fra which were shown to have 
taken part in the massacre were attacked and destroyed. Most of 
the heads of the murdered men were recovered, and nearly all the 
arms and plunder that had been taken at the time of the attack were 

iven up. The good political effect of this expedition, in the prompt and 
Secnive punishment which overtook the perpetrators of the outrage, can- 
not be overrated. The police, as well as the troops employed, behaved 
well, and displayed courage and activity in addition to good discipline. 


54. The survey party in the western hills, too, under Captain Butler, 
the Political Officer, Naga Hills district, was not altogether unmolested. 
They were attacked on the night of the 4th January, 1875, and again 
on the 10th, in open day, by large parties of Nagas ; but both attacks 
were easily repulsed without loss. Both attacks were entirely unpro- 
voked. The work of this party was at once closed when the news 
reached the Chief Commissioner of the attack on the eastern party 
under Lieutenant Holcombe, and Captain Butler was ordered to join the 
punitive expedition. : 


55. In December, 1875, only one survey party was despatched into 
the Naga Hills, under command of Captain Butler, accompanied by a 
small military escort. This party, a few days after entering the hills, fell 
partly into an ambuscade near the village of Pangti, and Captain Butler, 
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who was in command of the expedition, was speared by a Niga concealed 
in the jungle through which the path lay, and died a few days after. 
No other person was injured. 


56. The morning afterwards, the village of Pangti, adjoining the 
scene of the calamity, was destroyed by the party. The neighbouring 
villages remained friendly, and sent in deputations and presents. No 
further opposition of a serious character was met with, and the survey 
work was continued, and brought to a successful conclusion, under the 
command of Lieutenant Woodtho , RE., the Survey Officer. An 
account of the surveying work done by these parties will be found under 
the head of “Surveys.” 


57. With the exception of the above lamentable events, in all other 
difficulties which arose with these tribes a peaceful solution was attained, 
and the Deputy-Commissioner of SibsAgar was also enabled to interpose 
with success in some cases of the internal disputes of the tribes 
adjoining the plains. 


58. During the first of the two years under report, the long-pending 
negotiations with the Nagas south of Jaipur, with reference to the transfer 
of three tea-gardens, named Namsang, Hukanjuri, and Towrock, which 
are situated beyond the “Inner Line” of the Lakhimpur district,-were 
brought to a close, the Naga chiefs accepting an annual payment of 
Rs. 475, in compensation for all their claims. 


59. Proceeding westwards, we reach the Nagas included under 
the jurisdiction of the Political Officer of the Naga Hills. They will be 
treated of separately further on, in the account of the administration of 
the hill districts. 


THe Mixirs. 


60. Between the Naga Hills district and the Brahmaputra lie the 
Mikirs, a small tribe occupying the hills of the Nowgong district. They 
are so completely under our control as hardly to merit the name of 
“border” tribe. They were during 1874-75 and 1875-76, as they always 
have been, perfectly quiet and well behaved. 


61. The tribes occupying the rest of the hill range, which branches 
out westwards and divides the valleys of the Brahmaputra and the Surma, 
are now all under our direct administration, and are included in the two 
districts of the Khasi and Jaintié Hills and Garo Hills, which are 
treated of further on. 


62. The frontier tribes which remain to be noticed are those occu- 
pying the hill tract on the north of the Cachar district, a continuation of 
the Naga Hills, and inhabited by similar races, and the tribes of Lushais, 
Kukis, and others, who occupy the hill tracts along the southern border 
of Cachar and Sylhet. 
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Trises OF Nort CAcHAR. 


63. This part of Cachar has for several years been neglected, owing 
to the paucity of officers in the district. It was visited by Mr. )amant, 
Assistant-Commissioner, during the period under report. He found the 
people quiet and well behaved, but suffering somewhat from neglect 
on the part of the authorities, and from the troublesome visits of their 
turbulent northern neighbours, the Angami Nagas. The Chief Com- 
missioner has under his consideration a draft Regulation and a set of 
Rules for the future administration of this tract. 


Kukis, LusHaIs, AND OTHER H1Lu TRIBES ON THE SOUTHERN 
FRONTIER OF CACHAR AND SYLHET. 


64. These tribes have been friendly with us during the period 
under report,—the Lushai expedition of 1871-72 being still in their 
recollection. 


65. Some of the chiefs have visited the Deputy-Commissioner of 
Cachar, and some of them have sent down their muntris, or agents, 
with small presents. Large numbers of the Lushais came down in 
December, 1874, to purchase cattle in North Cachar, with cash, which 
they had obtained from the sale of rubber. 


66. In January, 1875, rumours regarding the hostile movements of 
the southern chicfs against one another came down from both the Tipai 
and Bepari bazaars. Actual hostilities, however, Ee to have been 
prevented by the action taken by the authorities on the Chittagong side. 


67. During the cold weather of 1874-75, large numbers of Lushais 
came down to cut rubber on both banks of the Barak. When they 
were forbidden to cut more, they disappeared from the neighbour- 
hood of the guards and gardens, though, possibly, they continued to 
cut rubber in places where they were not seen. 


68. In January, 1875, Sukpilal’s agent reported a great scarcity of 
rice in that chief’s country. Some rice was sent up, and native dealers 
were induced to send up more, and presents were exchanged. 


69. Reports were received during 1875 of hostilities between the 
Lushais and Soktis. The latter clan are said to have been defeated, 
and to have been forced to pay a tribute in guns and cattle. On 
the whole, there has been little disturbance, and the chiefs generally 
appear to have been at peace with each other. Three bazaars have 
been established of recent years in the Lushai country, beyond our 
border, which are supplied with goods by native traders from Cachar. 
They are increasing gradually in size and importance ; but their growth 
is somewhat checked by the exactions imposed on the traders by the 
chiefs. 


ev 
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70. A very important question in connection with these tribes at 
the present moment is an apparently gradual advance of the Lushais 
northwards towards our southern boundary. They are, it is supposed, 
closely pressed on the south and cast by the Soktis; and the southern 
tribes, in consequence, appear to be coming north, and the eastern 
tribes coming west. This movement, if not watched with care, may 
contain the germ of future complications. The subject continues to 
engage the attention of the Chief Commissioner. He has forbidden 
altogether the settlement of parties of these border tribes within our 
boundaries, except after permission duly asked and obtained, and on 
sites specially assigned to them for the purpose. These sites are directed 
to be invariably at a considerable distance within our frontier, in order 
to prevent raids on the settlement, and to obviate the chances of 
disputes arising between communities settled at short distances from 
one another across the border, which might lead to our becoming 
involved in their feuds. 


71. Onthe whole, our relations with the numerous uncivilized tribes 

on our extended frontier, have, except in the case of the Nagas, been 
peaceful, and to that extent satisfactory. Rapid progress is not to be 
expected: our endeavours must be confined for the present principally 
to repressing the ferocious and bloodthirsty instincts of these savages, 
opening up means of communication between themselves and with our 
own civilized subjects, and developing an attention to the peaceful arts 
of husbandry and trade. The records of the past two years indicate, 
the Chief Commissioner trusts, some slight advance in this direction. 


- 72. The remainder of the tribes inhabiting the hill range which 
separates the Brahmaputra from the Surma Valley have been brought 
more or less closely under our direct administrative control by the 
formation of the three hill districts, known as the Naga Hills, the 
Khasi and Jaintidé Hills, and the Garo Hills districts. 


NAaa Hiuts District. 


73. The circumstances under which the western part of the hill 
tract inhabited by the Naga tribes was constituted a separate charge, 
and entrusted to the supervision of a Political Officer and staff, located at 
Samaguting, have already been mentioned in Chapter VII., Part I1.a. 


74. Both the working seasons of the years now under review were 
employed in conducting the two expeditions of survey and exploration 
already alluded to, in the latter of which the Political Officer, Captain 
Butler, so lamentably lost his life (these events occurred far beyond 
our jurisdiction). The behaviour of the Naga tribes included in this 
jurisdiction was, with regard to ourselves, perfectly orderly and pacific. 


75. The system of keeping delegates from several vee at the 

Political Agent's head-quarters,a system introduced by Lieutenant 

Gregory in 1868, continued to work satisfactorily. The delegates wore 

extremely useful to Captain Butler during his surveying oa aa in 
11.B— 
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1874-75, and also during the punitive expedition in the eastern hills. 
They are not only of service as interpreters and messengers, but also as 
informers of the state of affairs in more remote villages. The system 
of administration, based on that adopted in the Khasi and Garo Hills, 
has proved here also very fairly successful. But the same rapidity of 
pacification and establishment of settled order, as achieved in those hills, 
could scarcely be expected here, where the same facilities and support 
have not been afforded. 


76. Among themselves, as usual, the Angami Nagas continued their 
accustomed habits of raiding and head-taking. The reported outrages 
for the two years under review are as follows :— 


———— ————$—-_—— 








31st March, 1876. 


Villages burnt and Men, women, and 
Number of attacks. plundered. children killed. | REMARES. 
| From Ist April, 1874, to 


13 | 6 | 225 





77. The Political Agent has brought to notice that the Nagas 
appear to obtain supplies of arms and ammunition to some extent from 
Manipur. The subject has engaged the Chief Commissioner's attention, 
and endeavours are being made, in concert with the Political Agent at 
Manipur, to put a stop to the system, and otherwise to prevent, as far 
as possible, the acquisition of arms and ammunition by these savages. 


78. The Chief Commissioner fears, however, that, until these outrages 
are repressed with a strong hand, and the savages begin to understand 
that certain retribution will be exacted by the paramount power for such 
lawless aggressions, there is little hope of their cessation. At the same 
time, he has reason to believe that the forcible suppression of these 
interminable wars and blood-feuds by an irresistible external authority 
would be gladly acquiesced in by these tribes; and a state of peace, at 
first forcibly imposed, would soon be recognized as convenient, and 
preferable to continual exposure to attacks. 


79. There are symptoms of a growing tendency among some of 
these tribes, naturally, at first, among the weaker and more 
peaceably-inclined, to seek our protection and place themselves 
directly under our authority by voluntarily offering to pay revenue. 
The example was set in 1874 by villages near Samaguting, and as 
these were found to experience immunity from attack, and were thus 
enabled to extend their cultivation, others have followed their example. 
At the close of 1875-76, eight villages had placed themselves nnder our 
pee It is possible that, as this tendency expands, a sufficiently 
arge confederacy will have been formed to exercise of itself considerable 
influence in controlling the more powerful and turbulent clans. 


80. With the view to obtain a morecentral position, from which to 
control the more troublesome tribes, and, at the same time, to secure a more 
healthy and less inconvenient site, it has been proposed to remove the 
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head-quarters from Samaguting to Wokha, a village some thirty-six miles 
to the north, on a higher ridge, and possessing far greater advantages 
in all respects than the present site. The proposition has been submitted 
to the Government of India for sanction. 


81. During 1874, some Shans from Sumjok, a dependent Burmese 
State, crossed the Naga Hills into Assam, and visited Golaghat, Sibsagar, 
Jaipur, and Dibrugarh, for the purpose of trade. It is not impossible, 
indeed, that, if the present state of anarchy which prevails in the Naga 


Hills were effectively suppressed, some local traffic might spring up in 
this direction. 


KaAsI AND JAINTIA Hitts DIstRrRIctT. 


82. These hills have now for many years been under regular 
administration, forming a district under a Deputy-Commissioner and the 
usual staff, as already described in Chapter VII., Part 11.a., but governed 
by special rules adapted to local peculiarities. 


83. The tribes included in this district—the Syntengs of the Jaintia _ 
Hills, and the Khasias of the Khasi Hills-—are now orderly and civilized 
subjects, seeking education for their children, and devoting their attention 
to the peaceful pursuits of agriculture and commerce. 


84. The Seims and Sirdars, the chiefs of the several clans and 
communities among the Khasias, who hold a semi-independent position, 
have mostly conducted themselves satisfactorily, both in their relations to 
the ruling power and in the administration of the petty principalities they 
represent, so far as it is leftin their hands. In two instances only, 
measures have had to be taken to check mal-administration. 


85. In the case of one community, known as the confederate village 
of Shella, which is governed bya board of four jointly-elected rulers, 
termed wahdadars, the mismanagement and dissensions which had 
arisen demanded our interference. The pcople are a border race of 
mixed descent, partly Khasias, partly Bengalis from the adjoining plains 
district of Sylhet, and are consequently somewhat difficult to manage, 
and prone to internal dissensions. Two of these wahdadars having 
been removed for misconduct, and a third having died, an attempt was 
made to induce the people to accept a single ruler, according to the 
practice of the neighbouring States. The people objected, however, to 
this measure of reforming their constitution, and they have accordingly 
been permitted, at their urgent request, to return again to the ancient 
usage, and to proceed to the election of their four rulers. 


86. Some modifications have recently been introduced into the terms 
of agreements which these Khasi Seims and other chicfs enter into with 
the British Government on their accession, with the object of disallowing 
the alienation of any property belonging to the community they 
represent during their temporary incumbency, and of maintaining the 
exclusive right of the paramount power to hunt and capture elephants 
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throughout these States. The Government of India have also sanctioned 
the addition of a further clause in these agreements to prevent the 
indiscriminate destruction of timber, whenever the Chief Commissioner 
may think the insertion of such a stipulation desirable. 


87. Trade among these tribes is increasing satisfactorily. An addi- 
tional incentive to its local crowth has no doubt heen afforded by the 
establishment of the head-quarte rs of the administration at Shillong, while 
the approaching completion of the cart-road from that station to Gauhati 
will open up casv communication with the valley of the Brahmaputra, 
and the river highw avs of commerce. 


GARO HIus. 


88. The formation of this tract into a separate district charge has 
been alluded to in Chapter VII, Part IL. 


80, The administration during the past two vears has been satisfac- 
tory, but uneventful. TheG ros have maintained their peaceful and orderly 
character, cultivation is extending, and crime is very unfrequent. 


90, Education is making some slow progress. Nineschools, having a 
total of sixty-one scholars, have been established, together with a Normal 
School at head-quarters. 


91. The dispensary appears to be much appreciated as an institution, 
and the carly prejudices of the Garos against vaccination would seem 
to have been overcome. 


92. The cart-road from Tura to Rohumiari, on the Brahmaputra, has 
heen opened for trafhe, with the result of a large expansion of the bazaar 
at head-quarters, and a considerable impetus to trade. Some bridle-paths 
have also been opened out into the interior of the district. 


03, The new boundary between the Garo Hills district and Goalpara, 
laid down in 1874 by an officer deputed for that purpose, under the 
orders of the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, was notified in July, 1875. 
As certain lands, hitherto considered to be in Goalpara, were thereby 
included in the Garo Hills district, a commission, consisting of the 
Deputv-Commissioners of the respective districts, was appointed in 
December, 1875, to investigate the claims of the ‘zemindars affected 
thereby to compensation, in accordance with Section VIT. of Act 
XXIL of 1869. The Deputy-Commissioncr of the Garo Hills 
meanwhile assumed the management of the included tract. 
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CHAPTER ITI. 


ADMINISTRATION OF THE LAND, 


SECTION 1.—SURVEYS. 


94.  Topographical—During the two years under review the Topo- 
graphical Survey party has been engaged among the Garo, Khasi, 
Dutfa, and Naga Hills. It has achieved an outturn of 5,667 square 
miles of triangulation, and 5,496 square miles of topography, of which 
4,038 square miles are on the finished scale of half an ah to the mile, 
1,242 square miles of reconnoissance are on the quarter-inch scale, and 
216 square miles of boundary survey are on the larger scale of two 
inches to the mile. 


95. The major part of this work has lain in the Naga Hills south of 
the Sibsagar district, where a strip, averaging more than thirty miles in 
breadth by one hundred and ten in length, and extending nearly every- 
where to the watershed between Assam and Burma, has been finished. 
This strip has occupied a part of the survey party for two years. 


96. Major H. H. Godwin-Austen, Deputy-Superintendent, second 
ieee was in charge of this party up to July, 1875, when he proceeded on 
eave, and Captain W. F. Badgley, Officiating Deputy-Superintendent, 
third grade, succeeded to the post. 


97. In 1874-75, a detachment under Major Austen, to which 
Lieutenant Harman, in charge of the Assam Valley party of the Great 
Trigonometrical Survey, was temporarily attached, accompanied the 
military expedition against the Dufflas. 


98. During the field season of 1875-76, portions of the Garo- 
Maimansingh, Garo-Khasi, and Khasi-Kamrip boundaries were 
surveyed, and, in addition to the office duties of the recess, the survey of 
the station of Shillong has been begun. 


99, The survey party during these two years has experienced 
considerable difficalties and dangers. As already stated, in the field 
season of 1874-75 it furnished a detachment to serve with the Duflla 
field force; and on more than one occasion it has been exposed to attacks 
from the savage tribes among which their operations were conducted. 


100. In February, 1875, a most treacherous attack was made upon 
the party by the Nagas at Ninu, on which occasion, Lieutenant 
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Holcombe, the Political Officer in command of the exploration partr, 
and eighty men, were killed, and many others, including Captain 
Badgley, were wounded. 


101. In the January of the following year, Captain John Butler, 
Political Officer of the Naga Hills district, who was in command of an 
exploration party, to which Lieutenant Woodthorpe, of the Survey, was 
attached, was killed in an ambuscade laid by the Nagas. In spite, 
however, of all difficulties and dangers, the survey has been pushed on, 
with the result of adding to our geographical knowledge a large portion 
of hitherto almost unknown country. ; 


102. Trigonometrical.—The Assam Valley party of the Great Trigo- 
nometrical Survey was emploved, under the charge of I.ieutenant 
H. J. Harman, r.e., during the two years 1874-75 and 1875-76, in 
extending the triangulation towards the head of the valley of the Brah- 
maputra bevond Dibrugarh. Valuable results in fixing definitely the 
position of important points and incorporating those of the preceding 
revenue survey have been obtained. 


103. All the leading peaks of the surrounding hill ranges visible 
from Dibrugarh have been fixed; but it will be necessary to make a 
series of observations from those peaks to render the triangulation of 
the valley complete. The intervening tribes, who occupy the lower 
parts of the hill ranges in the neighbourhood, are somewhat obstructive; 
but it is not anticipated that any serious opposition would be 
encountered. 


104. Revenwe.—The main party of the Revenue Survey, under Major 
I). Macdonald, was employed during the year 1874-75, in the Goalpara 
district. The area surveyed in full detail on the two-inch scale amounted 
to 1,663°29 square miles, of which 1,373°67 square miles are included in 
the area of Goalpara. The remainder consisted of measurements of 
overlaps, for the purpose of connecting on points in former work and 
establishing identity. 


105. The remaining portion of the Garo Hills boundary was 
surveyed from pillar 78, and completed. 


106. Besides the topographical work on the scale of two inches to the 
mile, twelve square miles and 200 acres of the Government chur lands in 
the Brahmaputra were surveyed and mapped on the scale of eight inches 
to the mile, and four Government estates, aggregating 510°70 acres, 
were mapped on a scale of sixtcen inches to the mile. 


107. In December, 1874, Mr. W. H. Patterson, Revenue Surveyor, 
first grade, with an establishment, was detached from the Revenue Survey 
party under Major D. Macdonald, for the purpose of completing the 
survey of the waste land grants and revenuc-free tenures in the district 
of Darrang. Tield-work was commenced in the Mangaldai sub- 
division on the 23rd December, 1874, and was continued till the 7th 
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June, 1875. The following is an abstract of the work done by 
Mr. Patterson’s party during the year 1874-75 :— 


108. The work accomplished was principally survey of boundaries. 
The boundaries of one grant and 185 la-kheraj holdings were surveycd ; 
the interior details of one grant and six la-kheraj holdings were 
completed ; revision was effected of the boundaries of nine grants and 
forty-seven holdings ; and the survey of the waste land grants in the 
Mangaldai sub-division, which had been commenced in 1872-73, was 
also completed. 


109. In addition to the work done by the main party under Major 
Macdonald, and the work done in Darrang by Mr. Patterson’s party, 
the tea-grants in Cachar were surveyed by Mr. E. J. Jackson, Assistant- 
Superintendent, during the season of 1874-75. During the operations, 
the areas of grants aggregating 42,207°04 acres were revised, and 
23,348°66 acres were resumed. 


110. The revenue survey work during the season of 1875-76 was 
confined to the survey of the waste land grants and la-kheraj holdings in 
the district of Darrang by the detached survey party under Mr. Patter- 
son; and the work was successfully brought to a close in that district on 
ae Ist April, 1876. The outturn of the season’s work has been as 
follows :— 


(1.) The boundary survey of fifteen waste land grants, covering an 
area of 3,963°88 acres. 


(2.) The boundary and interior survey of four grants, with an area 
of 600°34 acres. 


(3.) The interior survey of 11 grants, area 2,240°5 acres. 


(4.) The boundary survey of thirty la-and nisf-kheraj holdings, 
covering an area of 1,796°79 acres, and the interior survey 
of four such estates, with an area of 874°17 acres. 


111. Besides the above, three la- and 16 nisf-kheraj estates, contain- 
ing forty-eight holdings, were adjusted, and their boundaries relaid. All 


the waste land grants and la-kheraj holdings surveyed during this season, 
have been demarcated. . 


112. The work is laborious and tedious, as, besides the actual survey 
it involves, the settlement of numberless disputes as to boundaries and 
other claims, the cutting off of excess area above that to which the holder 
is entitled, and the commutation of scattered plots held by the same 
‘individual into single compact blocks. 


113. Geological_—During the cold weather of 1874-75 and 1875-76, 
Mr. F. R. Mallet, F.c.s., was engaged in the examination of the Naga 
Hills coal-fields. The results of the survey are given under “Mines and 
Minerals,” Part II.s., Chapter IV., Section 4. 
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SECTION 2.—SETTLEMENTS. 


114. With the exception of Assam Proper, where the principal 
tenure is ryotwari and the settlement is made from year to year, the 
settlement work in progress in the Province during the period embraced 
in this report consisted of— 


I. Re-settlement of ilam estates in Sylhet. 


II. oo of other scattered temporarily-settled estates in 
y thet. 


III. Re-settlement of Jaintia in Sylhet. 
IV. Petty re-settlements in Godlpdra. 


115. Re-settlement of ilam estates in Sylhet.—The re-settlement of 
ilam lands in Sylhet has been in progress since 1872. The total number 
of these.estates is 3,180, with an aggregate area of about 430,000 
acres. 


116. The work completed up to the 31st March, 1876, is as 


follows :— 
UP TO 1874-75. IN 1875-76. TOTAL. 
Number. 


Area. Number. Area. Number. Area. 








Estates measured ....ccceee 2,034 80,956 472 53,554 2,506 134,510 

Estates of which mensure- 1,702 30,433 155 11,479 1,937 41,912 
ments bave been tested. 

Estates settled ..ccccccccesss 1,367 21,263 287 8,427 1,654 - 29,690 


117. There thus remains roughly the measurement of 295,490 
acres, besides the testing of 92,598 acres already measured, and the 
assessment of 1,526 estates, comprising an area of 400,310 acres. 


118. The settlements hitherto have been made up to the year 
1892A.D., in accordance with the instructions of the Bengal Government, 
No. 2,924, dated 5th August, 1869, with the exception of the cases aoe 
under certain special provisions of the Ilam Rules in force, which permitte 
redemption of the revenue in perpetuity by holders of estates paying an 
assessment not exceeding one rupee, on payment of twenty-five times the 
Government demand, and allowed the settlement of the revenue in 
perpetuity to be claimed, on payment of a bonus calculated at five times 
the revenue payable in the eleventh year of the settlement. Out of the 
total number of estates settled up to the close of 1874-75, only four very 
small estates had claimed permanent settlement and twenty had redeemed 
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their revenue in perpetuity. In 1875-76, only one estate availed itself of 
the latter privilege. The aggregate area of these twenty-one estates is 
only 2hacres. Two of the estates settled in the latter year, consisting of 


waste lands, have been settled for a period of twenty-eight years on a 
progressive Jama. 


119. The following statement shows the amount of the former and 
the new assessments comparatively :— 














Former . 
Nuamber. Area. jama. New Jama. 
Estates settled up to 1874-75... ...sccccccccccsscccece 1,367 21,263 8,439 11,276 
Ditto NSIS 16 soccece tie ned tscces dees wee 287 8,427 1,694 11,186 


120. Theincrease thus obtained in the new settlements is very large. 
It results, however, not from any sudden enhancement of the rate, but from 
merely imposing the current rent-rate of the neighbourhood on the culti- 
vated area now discovered by the new measurements. The total cost of 
these settlements up to date is more than covered by a year and a half’s 
receipts of the additional revenue obtained. 


121. The current engagements of the remaining mehals have not all 
expired,—the last of them will not fall in till March, 1879. It is antici- 
pated, however, that the re-settlement of the whole will be completed in the 
succeeding year. The progress hitherto has, it is true, been very slow; but 
it is accounted for, partly by inadequacy of establishments and partly by 
the nature of the work, which was taken up first among the smallest 
and most scattered estates. It will be noticed that the average area of 
all the estates settled up to date is only 18 acres, while each of these 
small patches involved as much trouble in demarcation, and gave rise to as 
many, if not more, disputes as larger estates. The remaining mehals 
being much larger in extent, the progress will be more rapid. The 
settlements made have been generally concluded with the former 
settlement-holders, or occupants ; but in cases in which the former 
occupants did not come forward, others have been admitted. 


122. In 1875-76, the cost of the ilam settlement work, including 
the pay of the Deputy-Collector and his office and field establishments, 
amounted to Rs 7,537, or a little over 14 annas an acre of the area 
settled. This rate shows an improvement, in comparison with the 
cost (about Re. 1 per acre) incurred up to 1874-79. 


123. Re-settlement of other scattered estates in Sylhet.—The other 
temporarily-settled petty estates under revision include— 
(1) Government khas mehals. 


(2) Resumed temporarily-settled estates. 
11.B—4 
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124. The period for the settlement of these estates had been 
similarly laid down by the Bengal Government to terminate in 1907 A.D., 
which was declared to be the settlement year for Sylhet. The 
settlements are made according to the provisions of Chapter XX. of 
the Rules of the Board of Revenue, Lower Provinces. 


125. These re-settlements commenced in 1873-74, and, up to the 
close of the year 1874-75, 364 estates, comprising an area of 2,460 acres, 
had been settled, at a cost of Rs. 17,244. The existing assessments 
were very little altered, the new jamas amounting to Rs. 3,254, against 
Rs. 3,175, the former demand. During 1875-76, 303 estates, containing 
an area of 2,758 acres, were settled at a jama of Rs. 1,673. The former 
jama was Rs, 1,296. 


126. On the Ist April, 1876, there remained 1,662 estates, 
comprising an approximate area of 17,300 acres, to be re-settled. 


127. The cost incurred up to 1874-75 was Rs. 17,244, and in 
1875-76 Rs. 9,575. . The two first-grade Sub-Depunty-Collectors in charge 
of these settlements are at the same time employed on all kinds of 
miscellaneous district work; and, consequently, the apparent cost of 
these settlements has been much increased. 


128. Progress of re-settlement of Jaintid, in Sylhet.—Late in the 
year 1875-76, a provisional establishment, at a monthly cost of Rs. 3,040, 
exclusive of the Settlement Officer’s salary, was sanctioned for the 
re-settlement of the eighteen pergunnahs of Jaintia. The work of 
measurement was taken in hand in December, 1875, and 3,768 holdings, 
covering an area of 20,961 acres, were measured. During March, 1876, 
the work was brought temporarily to a standstill, owing to the refractor 
attitude assumed by the inhabitants of certain villages in which the oak 
was being commenced. They refused in a body either to point out their 
lands, or to attend the amins,—in consequence, apparently, of some 
misunderstanding of the mode in which the measurements were to be 
made. Persuasion, argument, and explanation having been all employed 
in vain, it was found necessary to punish the ringleaders by the imposition 
of daily fines, under Act XX. of 1848. The concerted opposition then 
collapsed. The total area of Jaintidé, which consists of 21,010 estates, is 
estimated at 280,000 acres, and it is anticipated that two more seasons 
at least will be required to complete its settlement. 


129. Settlements in Godlpdra.—In Godlpara, six petty estates, the 
property of Government, were re-settled in 1874-75, at a revenue of 
Rs. 780. One of these estates, the Khanabari Mohatran, bearing 
a jama of Rs. 80, was transferred in 1875-76 to the Garo Hills 
district, owing to adjustment of district boundaries. The remaining 
five estates, the revenue of which in 1874-75 amounted to Rs. 700, were 
re-settled in 1875-76 at a revenue of Rs. 750,—Rs. 50 in excess of the 
former revenue. The work was done by a permanent establishment 
under the Deputy-Commissioner, and thus entailed no extra cost. 








WASTE LANDS. 27 


130. Settlements in Assam Proper.—Exclusive of waste land grants 
under the Rules of 1854, and those settled at two-thirds rates, under the 
orders of the Governmenf of Bengal, and also excepting a few nisf-kheraj 
estates and some ten-years’ leases, all of which classes of tenure are settled 
for a term of years, the whole of Assam Proper is annually re-settled 
according to fixed rates of assessment. 398,578 estates came under 
settlement in 1874-75, and 386,013 in 1875-76, comprising an 

Revenue. assessed area of oe acres and 1,257,277 
Isi4-75 .. = s. Re. 21,98,208 acres, respectively. e increase in the area 
MEPIS e “a oh AO petted in 1875-7 6 is due to new cultivation. 
» 17785 The new settlements showed an increase of 

Rs. 31,966 in 1874-75, and of Rs. 17,785 in the succeeding year. 


131. In Kaémrup no decennial leases were issued during 1875-76, 
Ten-year’ leases under the DUtin the previous year 300 acres of land were 
Asam Settlement Rules. taken up on these terms. In the remaining 
four districts, the quantity of lands taken up on deeennial leases during 
the two years was as follows:— 


1874-75. 1875-76, 
Acres. Acres, 
Darrang oes sas -o- 11,666 1,658 
Nowgong evi ine oo. 1,433 2,330 
Sibs gar eee eee eco =F BO Oee 2,895 
Lakhimpur _... Se sae» “wdewes 1,179 


132. The sudden demand for ten-years’ leases in Darrang in 
1874-75 was due to an impression on the part of the people that the survey 
operations then in progress would be followed by an immediate 
enhancement of assessment. These leases are apparently somewhat 
growing in favour, but are still not accepted as frequently as might 
be expected. | 


133. The cost of the settlement work in Assam Proper is included in 
the charges of collections allowed to mouzahdars, who measure the lands 
and compile the necessary statements. The testing work is, where 

sible, done by the Deputy-Commissioner or the Sub-Divisional Officer. 
e particulars of the settlements of waste lands at favourable rates 
have ee given in the section on “‘ Waste Lands.”’ 


SECTION 3.—WASTE LANDS. 


134. As noted in Section 2, Chapter IV., Part II.a., waste lands 
taken up for the cultivation of tea are held in this Province on various 
tenures. The following are the different classes of waste land grants :— 


(2). Leasehold grants under the Rules sanctioned in letter No. 497, 
dated the 6th March, 1838, from the Government of Bengal, 
to the Board of Revenue, Lower Provinces. 

(b). .Leasehold grants under the Rules of the 23rd October, 1854, 
commonly called the “ Old Assam Rules.” . 
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(c). Fee-simple grants, cither purchased under the Sale Rules of 
1862, or Old Assam Rule leasehold grants commuted to 
fee-simple. 


(7). Lands held under special cultivation leases, sanctioned in 
1864 by the Government of Bengal for the district of 
Cachar, which leases were subsequently extended to Sylhet. 


Lands scttled on ordinary revenue-paying pottahs in Assam 
Proper. 


(f). Lands settled at reduced rates in Assam Proper, under 
Clause 4, Chapter V. of the Settlement Rules. 


135. There are only sixteen grants, all held by the Assam Company, 
in the district of Sibsagar, under the Rules 
of 6th March, 1838. The leases were issued 
between the years 1839 and 1850, and cover an aggregate area of 
5,484 acres, yielding a present revenue of Rs. 4,674. 


(e) 


(a) Original grants. 


te 136. The following table shows the parti- 
- sue gran* cular of all Old Assam Rule grants made in 
the Province :— 




















Number of grants. Area in acres. 
| 
' ‘ ‘ ’ i 
S | 3 | % : | | 
*— eae | = — 
rs | S ° 
District. | . | & * = 
~ ° ws — ons | 
oOo ann 4 ~ & =— . ay 
te F Beret a tof eS > od 
S383 |} $e/48/ % £2 Se e | . 
2 2 = ro ~ - ne ~ 5 = = = 
| «aa <= 7 o 2 a2 <5 ms a = 
“A S32 S = 2 “a 2's 2 = S 
a 
Cachar.. oe | 37 66 72 6 181 54,0384 | 114,554 209,228 11,055 BS8,651 
Sylhet .. Ms 6 l 5 = 12 10,630 | *2 340 9,413 are 22,383 
Kamrip 7 21 5 8 B65 2.630 14,262 | 2.079 906 | 19.877 
Darrang aa 10 | . 1 so 1! ee 4,590 2,778 500 iene 7,868 
Nowgong = 7 8 18 . | 2,556 8,944 10,784 adts 17,384 
Sibsagar - 21 | 101 | 48 4 | 169 16,504 | 83,152 ‘48,772 8,816 152,22 
Lakbimpur .. 24 | (| 11 | .. | 59] 17,750 | 19,204) *29970| .... | 66,924 
‘ etait an a —— ied  pcntaeniahat’ anaeeaaaiteaeam a 
Toran ..| 112 229 | 150 | 13 | 504 | 108,694 | 289,994 | 810,746] 15,777 | 675.211 








*® The figures in the previous year’s report were incorrect. 

137. It will be seen that 504 grants, comprising an area of 
675,211 acres, were leased in the Province under the rules of 23rd 
October, 1854. Out of the above 504 grants, only 112 grants, comprising 
an aggregate area of 108,694 acres, were held on the original terms on 
a =, 3lst March, 1876. A portion of this 














| No. |Areainacresl) area has since come under assessment, 
a —______| and pays an annual revenue of 
Abandoned ....... singel “48 13,777 | Rs. 7,164. The remainder (566,517 
Commuted ........ weve | 229 239,994 acres) has been either abandoned by 
ee te eh as en ‘a sieeue the lessees, commuted to fee-simple, 
—— or resumed by Government for non- 

Total........ 1 892 566,517 } 


fulfilment of clearance conditions, as 
shown on the margin. 
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138. The commutation to fee-simple of the 239,994 acres noted 
above cost the grantees Rs. 7,88,351, of which Rs. 6,75,829 have been 
realized, and Rts. 1,12,522 are still outstanding. Of the total area 
commuted, 45,927 acres were commuted during the period embraced in 
this report, at a cost of Rs. 1,95,257. 


: ‘ 139. The following statement shows the 
eee particulars of the sales of waste lands in fee- 
simple up to the end of the year under report :— 


In 1875-76. ¢ Up to the end of 1875-76. 
é 3 ; 3 
3 , S i g = 
Disraicr, = 5 = a ; 
9 a 2 é 2 
| a] i |B 
Z| 4 3 Z| 4A 3 | Fs 
Z é c z i x 
po bere teil et eis 
Rs Re Rs. Rs 
Cachar fo cvswecs ic etes ices] sees.) dawiSe. (|) aera | Geades 28 9,587 56,225 8,925 
felsnriip spassancenscee tesce|| ewewel “peste. Wo meee’, 1h, eoees 17| 8,616 | 19,575 god 
Darrang ...ccccccccccveces 8 2,449 40,920 11,543 | 102 48,255 | 1,65,596 17,440 
Nowgong.........ccccscees 4 957 4,229 4586 43 15,900 47,782 15,856 
Bibsa gar oii sons ecciedeees-es 6 2,579 12,982 5,602 61 29,219 | 8,00,089 12,087 
Lakhimpur............... 16 11,080 4) 402 48,101 99 86,384 | 2,45,585 1,717 
Total...... 29 17,065 99,588 64,882 | 3835 192,961 | 8,84,802 | 1,21,299 


140. From the commencement of the operation of the Fee-simple 
Rules, in 1862, to the close of the year 1875-76, 335 grants, comprising 
an area of 192,961 acres, were sold for Rs. 9,56,101, showing an 
average price of a little less than Rs. 5 per acre. Of this amount, 
Rs. 8,34,802 had been realized at the close of the year 1875-76. Thus, 
inclusive of the 239,994 acres of Old Assam Rule grants commuted to 
fee-simple, there was, on Ist April, 1876, an area of 432,955 acres held 
on fee-simple tenure in the Province. 31,278 acres were sold during 
the two years under review for an aggregate sum of Ls. 2,53,172, 
averaging rather more than Rs. 8 per acre. In some cases as much as 
Rs. 21 per acre has been obtained. The price realized on account of 
these grants during the two years amounted to Ks. 1,79,487, leaving 
on Ist April, 1876, a balance still due of Rs. 73,685. The large increase 
in the purchase-value of land thus exhibited is very remarkable. 


141. Two leases were granted in Sylhet, under the special rules of 

aise ge 1864, fora term of thirty years each,—one in 

ie ot ee 1872-7 3, and the other in 1873-74. "The area 
covered by the former lease is 1,874 acres, and that covered by the latter 
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lease is 1,975 acres. The revenue-free term of the first grant expired in 
_ 1875-76, and it now yields an annual revenue of Rs. 351. The revenue- 
free term of the second grant has not yet expired. The eventual 
aggregate maximum revenue of both will be Rs. 5,773. There were no 
such leases granted in Sylhet during either of the years under report. 
In Cachar, sixty-two leases, covering an area of 27,863 acres, have a 
granted since the promulgation of the rules up to the close of the period 
under report. The present aggregate revenue of these grants amounts — 
to Rs. 6,245, and the eventual maximum revenue will amount to 
Rs. 24,267. Of the sixty-two leases mentioned above, sixteen leases, 
covering an area of 6,208 acres, and thirty leases, covering an area of 
11,544 acres, were issued during the years 1874-75 and 1875-76, 
respectively. 


142. In Assam Proper, 525 leases under the ordinary ryotwari 

és): (Grainy soaks tenure have been granted up to 31st March, 

1876. The aggregate area of these holdings 

amounts to 34,661 acres, assessed at an annual revenue of Rs. 51,350. 

During the two years under report, 144 such leases, covering an area 

of 11,640 acres, and representing a revenue of Rs. 16,804, were issued. 

This system of taking up land is sometimes preferred, as being more 
expeditious, though less favourable, than special rules. —~ 


143. The following table shows the area and revenue of waste 

Nands leased in Assam Proper at favourable 
rates during these two years, under Clause 4, 
Chapter V. of the Assam Settlement Rules :— 


(/) Pottahs at favourable 
rates. 


Sy 
: ~ oo 
DISTRICT. E Rate of revenue. 8 g REMARKS. 
’ 
Rs. 
° 
NOWZONG .ecccese. ceoeee 2,339 | $rd rate. 2,359 | © This includes 574 acres, 
with a revenue of Rs. 579, 
Sibsdgar ......sccecsees 2,673 | 4rd rate. 2,695 | granted during 1873-74. 
Lakhimpur ............ 1,087 | } rate. 824 


Dotal cssessyes 6,099 | wa saee 5,878 
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SECTION 4.—GOVERNMENT ESTATES. 


144, The Government estates here treated of are— 

(1) The territory of Jaintié in Sylhet, confiscated in 1835. 

(2) Certain permanently-settled estates in Sylhet, bought in by 

Government from time to time at sales for arrears of 
revenue. , 

(3) The Eastern Duars in Goalpadra, conquered in 1865 from 
Bhutan. 

(4) A few invalid revenue-free estates in Goadlpara, resumed 
by Government. 

(5) Two estates in Godlpéra, which escheated to Government on 
the death of the owners without heirs. 


(6) Two churs (alluvial deposits) in Godlpara, resumed in 1834 
under orders of the Comussaioner of Assam. 


145. The following table shows the demand, collections, remissions, 
and balauces on account of these estates, for the two years under 
report :— 





2 |g 

1a lad ¢ 

4/2)4] 4 

B 3 = a 

Ra. Rs. Rs. Rs. Re. Ra. 

Byibet 1874-75 ..| 21,188]  66339| 13507| 79,846] 62,551 286 | 17,00) 
--}| 1875-76 2. | aiiea| 67,620| 17,009] 84,629 60,132 6| 24491 

6s {| 1974-75 = 367 | 49,880 9,219] 59,099 | 46,967 857 | 11,865 
para 1875-76 .. 403 | 49,924] 11,565| 61,489] 52,348 481 8,660 


146. It will be seen that, of the total demand in Sylhet for the two 
years, Rs. 1,47,466, a sum of Rs. 1,22,683, or nearly 83. per cent., were 
collected, and Rs. 292 remitted,—leaving at the close of the year 1875-76 
a balance of Rs. 24,491. Of this balance, Rs. 20,761 were not realizable 
by law within the year, Rs. 21 are doubtful, and the remainder of the 

nce is in course of realization. Owing to the partial failure of the 
crops, some difficulty was experienced in realizing the Government 
demand for the two years under review. In Goalpara, the demand for 
the two years amounted to Rs. 1,09,023, of which Rs. 99,315 were 
collected and Rs. 1,048 remitted. Of the remainder (Rs. 8,660), Rs. 87 
are irrecoverable, and the balance is reported as under realization. The 
Deputy-Commissioner has been asked to explain why it was found 
impossible to realize this balance before. The amount outstanding is 
mainly due from the Sidli estate, which is under the management of the 
Court of Wards. The cost of the collecting establishment in Sylhet 
during the two years amounted to Rs. 5,280. In Goalpara, the collection 
charges for the same period amounted to only Rs. 442. 


32 ASSAM ADMINISTRATION REPORT. 


SECTION 5.—WARDS’ ESTATES. 


147, On 1st April, 1874, there were two estates, viz., Bijni and Sidli, 
under the Court of Wards, both in the district of Goalpara. In Septem- 
ber, 1874, the zemindar of Bijni, Rajah Kumud Narain Bhup, attained his 
majority, and the estate was made over to him, with a sum of Rs. 7,90,471, 
the accumulated savings effected during his minority. Sidli is one of 
the Eastern Duars, and was settled with the Sidli Raja on favourable 
terms in 1870, in consideration of his quasi-zemindari rights; but, as he 
proved unable to discharge the Government revenue, the management 
of the estate was transferred to the district authorities. The settlement 
of the tract expires on the 3lst March, 1877, and measures for the 
revision of the assessment, as well as the mode and term of re-settlement, 
are under consideration. 


148. In June, 1874, a mirasdar in Sylhet, Har Govind Pal, died, 
leaving a minor son, Har Kumar, aged ten years; and, there being no 
one fit to manage the estate, the District Judge, under the provisions of 
Section 12, Act XL. of 1858, directed the Collector to take charge of it. 
Towards the close of the year 1874-75, a small estate in Cachar, belonging 
to Gulam Armeni, a minor aged thirteen years, under similar circum- 
stances came under the management of the revenue authorities. 


149. The subjoined statement shows the demand, collections, and 
the balance of rent due to each estate during the two years under 
review :— 





Demand. Balance. 
e 
ESTATE. Year. § § 
Arrear. |Current.| Total. & q Arrear, |Current.| Total. 
Oo 
oO fe 














Rs. Re. Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. Res. 








gidll 1874-75 as 7,355 | 23,905 | 31,260 | 20,874 wave 3,216 7.670 | 10886 

ie, le 1875-76 ee | 10,886 | 30,046 | 40,932 | 27,971 2,489 3,263 7,209 | 10,473 

Har Kumir Pal's 1874-75 ..| 15,961 | 12,585 | 28546 | 4.266| .... | 12,970 | 11,810 | 24.280 

estate, 1875-76 ..| 24.600 | 12,627 | 87,127| 98,079 | :... | 171565 | 11,463 | 29,048 
Gulam ae 1874-75 ee eecoe eons eeos aees ecsee eove eeee eave 

eatate. 1875-76 ee 52 508 660 440 eeee eoce 120 120 


150. The marked increase in 1875-76 in the rental of the Sidli estate 
is thus explained :—In 1870-71, when the estate was brought under the 
management of the Court of Wards, the rental, which is assessed on 
cultivation alone, was Rs. 27,702, while in 1873-74 it gradually declined to 
22,490, or only Rs. 3,098 in excess of the Government demand. The 
Chief Commissioner accordingly directed a re-measurement to be made of 
the cultivation in the estate. The result of this re-measurement has been the 
discovery of much land clandestinely cultivated by the ryots, in collusion 
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with the manager. The total quantity of land under cultivation has 
now been ascertained to be 22,431 acres, and the rental assessed thereon 
amounts to Rs. 30,046, or Rs. 6,141 in excess of the demand of 1874-75. 


151. Of the balance due to the Sidli estate, Rs. 5,000 are described 
as irrecoverable, a sum of Rs. 4,000 is reported to be doubtful, and the 
remainder, Its. 1,472, to be in process of recovery. 


152. The whole of the balance against the estate of the minor Har 
Kumar Pal is not now recoverable. The balance is composed of arrears 
accumulated since 1869-70. The arrears for 1869-70 and 1870-71 lapsed 
before the estate came under management, and those of 1871-72 have 
since lapsed, owing to the difficulties of instituting suits, until the old 
zemindari accounts, which are in a very confused state, are settled. 


153. The sum of Rs. 120 outstanding against the estate of Gulam 
Armeni is reported to be recoverable, and is in course of realization. 


154. Annexed is a memorandum of the total receipts, expenditure, 
and cash balance at the credit of each estate at the end of the financial 
year 1875-76 :— 





1874-75. 1875-76. 


Remarks. 


Bidli 45 | 28,109 | 26,775 | 1,884 


Har Kumar Pal’s estate .. | 21,386 | 5,959 | *15,427| 15,087] 7,687 | 7,450 |* Of this, Rs. 14,000 were 


invesred in Government 


sec 


Gulam Armeni’s__,, 440 848 





155. It shouldbe explained that the “receipts” shown above include 
rents levied, debts recovered, sale-proceeds of moveables sold during these 
years, &c.; and that “expenditure” includes the cost of maintenance of the 
proprietors and of the management of the property, as well as the 
payment of Government revenue and other debts due by the estates. 


156. The Government revenue due from the Sidli estate amounted to 

Rs. Rs. 44,494, as shown in the margin. Of this, 

Arrears 573 Rs. 36,199 have been realized, the remainder 

wisie =): eget. (Rs. 8,295) could not be realized, owing to the 

yaam necessity for incurring several Ha Bae in 

— connection with the maintenance of the Rajah’s 

family, the education of his minor son, and the liquidation of certain 

debts by instalments, in accordance with the terms of a civil court 
decree, and from other minor causes. 


11.B—95 
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157. The revenue due from the other two estates has been very 
nearly paid in full. 


158. The minor son of the Rajah of Sidli is said to be making little 
Pees in his studies or yeneral culture; but the minor Har Kumar 
al is reported to be doing well. 
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CHAPTER III. 


PROTECTION. 


SECTION 1.—LEGISLATIVE AUTHORITY. 


159. This subject has been noticed in Section 2, Chapter IIL, 
Part II.a. of this Report. 


SECTION 2.—COURSE OF LEGISLATION. 


160. The following legislative enactments have been introduced :— 


161. Assam Prisons Regulation, I. of 1875.—This is a Regulation to 
amend the laws relating to prisons in the territories under the adminis- 
tration of the Chief Commissioner of Assam. By this Regulation, 
Bengal Council Acts No. II. of 1864 and No. V. of 1865 were repealed, 
and the Prison Act, XXVI. of 1870, was declared to be in force in 
Assam, the Chief Commissioner being invested with the powers of an 
Inspector-General of Jails under that Act until the appointment of an 
Inspector-General. 


162. Lhe Assam Hill Districts Whipping Regulation, 1875.—This 
Regulation is a Regulation to authorize the punishment of whipping in 
certain hill districts in Assam, viz., the Géro Hills, the Khasi and Jaintia 
Hills, and the Naga Hills. It was considered a necessary power for the 
District Officers to possess for controlling camp-followers and other 
persons from the plains. It became law from the date of its publication 
in the Assam Gazette, on the 11th September, 1875. 


163. Regulation No. IV. of 1875, for recovery of arrears in Govern- 
ment estates in certain districts.—This Regulation is a Regulation for the 
realization of arrears in Government estates in certain districts in Assam. 
It extends only to the districts of Sylhet and Godlpara. It amended 
Bengal Act No. VII. of 1868, and it po for the summary realiza- 
tion of arrears of revenue or rent due from ryots and other persons 
holding non-transferable interests in land in estates managed by the 
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Government in the districts of Sylhet and Goalpara. The passing of 
this Regulation was rendered necessary by the fact that the provisions 
of Act VII. of 1868 (B.C.) not being applicable to non-transferable 
tenures, much difficulty was experienced in realizing the arrears of 
revenue due from such tenures. It was published in the Gazette of 
India under date the 15th October, 1875, and came into force on being 


published in the Assam Gazette. 


164. TheGambling Act.—In October, 1875, the provisions of Act 
II. of 1867 (B.C.), the Gambling Act, were extended to the town of 


Goalpara. 


SECTION 3.—POLICE. 


165. At the close of the year 1875, the Assam police force numbered 
3,352 officers and men of all ranks. This strength includes three Bhutia 
constables, attached to the district of Kamrup on political grounds, and 
fifteen extra constables entertained in the Khasi and Jaintia Hills. The 
reorganization of the entire force is now under consideration. 


166. Municipal police are maintained only in three districts. 
The cost and strength of each force is shown 





























Municipal police. holow== 
ee Goose. Constables, Total. oe 
Re. 
KRAMIFUD osssvscdocsssscesseeceoseceeseees 1 8 36 40 | 5,940 
ByINGt: corscedcdvcscvessaceveseteessasevece |, saves 2 30 82 | 2,738 
CACHE: “ss siuscscseusecadaticevevandosdexcsss|, Sevegs. ‘| <dacave 9 9 933 
Total sas 1 | 5 75 81 | 9,611 


167. Act VI. (B.C.) of 1868 has been introduced into the town of 
Goalpara; but no separate municipal police were entertained under the 


Act during 1875. 


168. The classes from which recruits are ey drawn for the 
oie cease police of the Province are Kacharis, Rabhas, 
cima and Muhammadans, besides Assamese of various 
castes in the five valley districts, and Bengalis in the districts of 
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Sylhet and Cachar. About one-fifth of this total force is composed 


as follows :-— 


Hill tribes in police force. Officers. Men. 
Goorkhas... ae ws 41 365 
Nagas 1 5 
Kukis we ® aes oe 4 50 
Garos ees wee aes 5 95 
Kamptis 1 wi 
Khasias isa ae 5 34 
Bhutias «ae sis im seg 3 
Mikirs hs res 2 sss 19 

Total es 57 671 


169. The cost of the entire police force in the Province under all 
heads for 1874 was Ks. 6,09,462, and for 1875 
ene Rs. 6,12,363. These amounts were distributed 

as follows:— 


1874, 1876. 


Regular police, payable from Imperial revenue 65,99,162  6,02,593 








From other sources than Imperial revenue...... 10,300 9,770 
Total ccsccse. 6,09,462  6,12,363 
6,09 462 





=e Ge 


Increase, Rs. 2,901 





170. The small increase in 1875 was caused by additional grants 
sanctioned for the districts of Sylhet, Kamrup, and Naga Hills, under 
various petty heads. 


171. Sylhet is the only district with a rural police similar to 
that existing in Bengal, and the condition of the 
oe force is scarcely satisfactory. 
172. In Goalpdra, there are quasi-rural police, called haftaddrs. 
ey are appointed by the zemindars, are in no way under the orders of 
the police authorities, and report offences at the police-stations much as 
they please. The question of improving the rural police of both districts 
is under consideration. 


173. Patrol posts were established along the Trunk Road from 
| Goalpara to the boundary of the Nowgong 
district during the year 1875. Arrangements 
are being made for the continuous patrol of this road from the Bengal 
frontier to Sadiya. 


Road patrols, 
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174, Fifty-eight men of all ranks were rewarded for good conduct 
during the year 1875, against 241 in 1874, as 


Teen shown in the following table :— 
1874. 1875. 
By promotion sesecececcvcceccesssccassceceees 207 35 
MONEY esuiacccdivecsvsrccsesusssscccanc e 27 12 
Goud-conduct Stripes ...ceses ceseseccece 7 11 
POA lssoecertaces 241 58 


175. The number of officers and men of the force dismissed and 
otherwise punished during the two years under 


AARC: review is shown below :— 
1874. 1875. 
OMCORS: veeeca lira es hatehcinters esis 195 133 
BUG iiscscosiets teusie eve shee eke eeee 654 591 
Total vcisevsecess 849 724 


176. The percentage of the men punished to the strength of the 
force was as follows:— 


How punished. 1874. 1875. 
Departmentally ............20+seeseses ° 20-00 18-00 
DUGICIANY: | csoieridossscesvsest cen isewees 3°14 3-08 


177. The duty of inspection has been fairly 
ee performed by the District Officers during the 
period under report. 


178. Seventy-three deaths occurred during 
Peete 1875, against sixty-two in 1874. 
179. The drilland discipline of the police force, more especially of 
aa the frontier police, are fairly good. In some 
districts instruction in drill has been somewhat 
neglected, owing to the constant absence of the men from head-quarters 
on duty. 


180. The men who wish to learn reading and writing are assisted as 
far as possible; but, owing to the small reserve 
force in most districts, and the constant absence 
of the men on duty, it has been found impossible to maintain a regular 
system of instruction. 


Education. 


1&1. No complaints of torture or oppression 
by the police have occurred during the period 
under report. 


Torture. 
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182. The rules framed by the High Court under Section 20 of the 
ee eco Court-fees Act (VII. of 1870) have considerably 
relieved the regular police of all districts of the 

duty of serving processes in non-cognizable cases. 


183. The returns exhibited by the police reports of the number of 
Persons killed by snake-bite PeTsuns killed by wild beasts and snakes during 


and wild beasts. the two years under review are shown in the 
following statement :— 








Persons killed. 1874. 1875. Total. 

By wild beasts... seve 238 250 488 
» snakes ... ae wie we 254 169 423 
492 419 911 


184. The following table shows the total value of the rewards paid 
for killing wild beasts during the same period :— 


1874. 1875. 
Rs. As. P. Rs. As. P. 
12,120 8 0 11,368 4 0 


185. In spite of the largeness of the reward now offered, the 
numbers of animals destroyed appear to have decreased somewhat in the 


last year. 


185a. There is no professional crime in this 
Province. 


Professional crime. 
186. The following is a statement of cognizable offences reported 


under different classes during the past two years 
Cosnimavip oneness of 1874 and 1875 :— 











Cnak Number of ! Number of; Number of | Number of 
Class of Crime. reported persons persons put persons persons 
. arrested. | on trial. convicted. acquitted. 


+ 








1874 | 1875 | 1874 | 1875 | 1874 | 1875 | 1874 | 1875 | 1874 | 1875 


Class I.—Offences against the State, &c.} 297 | 413 | 1,068 | 1,247 |1,040 [1.203 | 673 | 829] 274] 311 
» I1.—Serious offences against the| 547 | 731 | 578 | 690 | 538 | 647 | 279 | 863 | 206 | 240 


person. 

» TWL.—Scrions offences agninst the| 948 |1,095 | 608 | 515 | 426 | 473 | 231 | 233) 175 | 201 
person and property. 

» IV.—Minor offences against the {1,114 [1,229 | 720 | 845 | 686 | 820] 381] 456; 291 326 


person, 
» V— Ditto ditto property | 4,257 [5.984 | 3,613 |3,577 13.346 13,367 11,955 | 1,937 [1,815 | 1,302 
» VL—Other offences not speciticd | 599 | 734 | 715 | soe | 7os | sed | 546 | 648] 154 | 190 


above. 
Other special and local liws, &c. 119 76 154 111 154 108 139 89 15 17 


mem a re rn frre | ee | ee 
1 ees | ee 


Total «+ | 8,981 [10,312] 7,356 | 7,851 | 6,898 | 7,481 | 4,204 | 4,555 | 2,430 / 2,587 
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187. Out of 10,312 cases reported during the year 1875, the police 
investigated 7,577 cases, or 73 per cent., against 7,071 out of 8,981 cases, 
or nearly 79 ee cent., reported during the preceding year. In 1875, the 
percentage of cases taken up by the police proprio motu was 86 per cent. 
of the whole number inquired into, or 1 per cent. less than in 1874. 


188. In 1875, 649 cases were referred under the provisions of 
Section 117 of the Criminal Procedure Code, against 240 in 1874, and 2,329 
cases were struck off as false, leaving a balance of 7,983 cases reported as 
true, against 6,969 cases reported as true in 1874. This shows a 
considerable increase of crime in 1875, which is pee equally distributed 
among the six main classes of offences. In Sylhet, the increase of crime 
was probably real, and arose from the scarcity prevalent in that district 
during 1875 ; but in other districts the explanations offered by the 
District Officers point to more vigilant wore on the part of the police, 
and to less crime having passed nndetacied. 


189. Offences recorded under head “ Special and local laws” show 
a small decrease of forty-three cases. 


190. Of 7,851 persons arrested in 1875, 4,555 persons were 

convicted, against 4,204 out of 7,356 persons arrested in 1874. The 

rcentage of convictions to arrests is nearly the same for both years. 
The all is fairly satisfactory. 


191. The following table shows the amount of property stolen and 
recovered during the past two years under report :— 


Property stolen. Property recovered. Percentage. 
Rs. Rs. 
VO 14 cedivatecksieads 95,694 32,522 31-01 
POTS cissateseasasaves 1,02,593 44,804 43°67 


192. The figures for 1875 exhibit a satisfactory increase in the 
percentage of stolen property, recovered by the police. 


193. Under this class in 1874, 232 cases were returned as true, and 
convictions were obtained in 174 only. Out of 
1,040 persons brought to trial, 673, or 64°71 per 
cent., were convicted. In 1875, 363 cases, or an increase of 131 cases, 
were returned as true, 1,203 persons were brought to trial, and 829, or 
68°83 per cent., were convicted. 


Class I.—Offences against the 
State. 


194. In 1874, 547 cases were reported, of which 131 were declared 

Class IL—Serious offences *0 be false. 578 persons were arrested, of whom 
against the person. 279, or 48°28 per cent., were convicted. In 1879, 
781 cases were reported, of which 174 cases were struck off as false; in the 
remaining 607 cases, 690 persons were arrested, of whom 363, or 52°61 
per cent., were convicted. The percentage of convictions to arrests was 
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higher in 1875 by 4:33 than in 1874. The following is a statement of 
heinous cases reported during the past two years :— 











| 1874, | 1876. Increase. Decrease. 

Murder by robbers............... 1 L- | epee | seaewe 
sf 49 POISON savevecdcoswess 1 Boos gigs OS. aad 
Other murders ...........eseece: 25 35 10: ll. eases 
Culpable homicide ...........+0- 27 205 Ob: cadsees 7 
RGDG: devsssecucscueseuseessedssess 49 72 23 | Reeds 
Unnatural offences ............ 16 25 O. ttl | ahaa 
Grievous hurt.............ecececes 65 97 Se ON). Beets 
Kidnapping or abduction...... 59 61 y a a 
Total 243 312 69 | caaes 


195. In the twenty-seven murder cases reported in 1874, fifty-five 
sicaee persons were sent up for trial, of whom fourteen 

were convicted. The case of murder by robbers 

was proved to be false ; and in the case of murder by poison, the accused 
was arrested, but discharged by the magistrate. In only seven of the 
remaining cases, were convictions obtained. In Sibsagar, a tea-planter 
was charged with the murder of a native whom he had employed on 
some work. He was committed to take his trial in the High Court, 
and was acquitted. Grave charges of conspiracy were brou ht against 
the police in the case, and a special inquiry was ordered by the Govern- 
ment of India, which was completed in 1875. One sub-Inspector was 
dismissed for misconduct in connection with the inquiry, and the 
District Superintendent of Police was adjudged guilty of much negli- 


ae ; but no suspicion of conspiracy was entertained by the inquiring 
officer. 


196. Two cases of murder—one by robbers and one by poison—were 
reported during the year 1875. In the former case, a chuprassi, while 
carrying some Rs. 800 from a tea-garden to the sudder station of Cachar, 
was robbed and killed by certain Manipuris. Four persons were arrested 
and sent up for trial; one was discharged, and the remaining three were 
committed to the sessions. At the close of the year, these men still 
awaited trial; but one of them has since been sentenced to death, and the 
other two have been acquitted. 


197. Of the thirty-five remaining cases, seven arose out of quarrels 
concerning women,—thirteen persons were arrested in them, but only 
three were finally convicted at the sessions. Of the remaining twenty- 
eight cases, two were declared false, and in ten cases only were convictions 
obtained. Thirty-three persons were arrested, and thirty sent up for 
trial, of whom fourteen only were convicted. 

° 11.B—6 
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198. Twenty cases were reported in 1875, against twenty-seven in 
1874. Fourteen cases were decided, the pro- 
portion of convictions being 57 per cent., 
against 23 per cent. in 1874. 


199. During the year 1874, forty-nine cases of rape were reported 

ie to the police, of which nineteen were rejected as 
false. The prosecution was successful in four 
only of the remaining thirty cases, and four persons were convicted, out 
of twenty-seven arrested. 


200. In 1875, seventy-two cases were reported, of which thirty were 
struck off as false ; and out of thirty-six cases decided, in two only were 
convictions obtained. Thirty-three persons were arrested, of whom four 
only were convicted. The unsatisfactory nature of these cases is 
notorious. In false cases, abundant evidence of eye-witnesses is produced. 
In true cases, evidence is, from the nature of the offence, ordinarily 
very difficult to obtain sufficient to ensure conviction. It is not a matter 
of much surprise that the police should fail frequently to discriminate 
between the two. 


201. In 1874, sixteen cases were reported, and convictions were 
obtained in three cases only; seven persons were 
arrested, of whom three were convicted. In 
1875, out of the twenty-five cases reported, nine were struck off as false, 
eleven cases were decided, and in seven only were convictions obtained. 
Eleven persons were sent up for trial, of whom seven were convicted. 


Culpable homicide, 


Unnataral offences. 


202. During 1874, fifty-nine cases were reported, twenty of which 
were declared false by the magistrate. Convic- 
tions were obtained in seven cases only. Forty- 
seven persons concerned in these cases were arrested, and forty-three 
were actually put on their trial, of whom nineteen only were convicted. 
In 1875, sixty-one cases were reported, of which seventeen were struck 
off as false, and convictions were obtained in six cases only. Forty-three 
persons were arrested, of whom thirty-nine were sent up for trial, and 
six only were convicted. Gene oe upon what very slight grounds 
charges of this nature are brought, the result is not surprising. Ap- 
parently the device poet occurs to an unsuccessful suitor (especially 
among the lower classes of Muhammadans) to bring a charge of kidnap- 
ping against his more fortunate rival. 


Bike, Seri aan. SAGs ‘203. The statistics for this class for the past 
against the person and property. two years, 1874 and 1875, are as follows:— 


Kidnapping or abduction. 


1874, 1875, 
Cases reported dies is .. 948 1,095 
Cases declared false Ses xe ww. «174 268 
Persons arrested aie see --- 508 515 
Persons acquitted ee ss oe §=175 201 
Persons convicted bax 2k 233 


204. During the year 1875, 827 cases were reported as true, against 
774 in 1874, showing an increase of fifty-three cuses during 1875, 
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205. The result of the cases of dacoity and 
robbery may be tabulated thus:— 


Dacoity and robbery cases. 














Dacoity. Robbery. 
1874, | 1878. 1874, 1876. 

Cases reported ... sa ae 13 13 61 69 
Persons put on trial Sins See 34 43 32 43 
Persons convicted vie ass 15 8 19 17 
Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. 

Property stolen .. aes we | 6,277 1,966 1,604 773 
5 recovered... wits 79 113 238 39 





206. Thirteen cases of dacoity were reported during each of the years 
under review. In 1875, four cases were 
declared false, against two in the preceding 
year. There were nine cases of dacoity reported as true in 1875, against 
eleven in 1874, and the districts in which they occurred are shown in the 
following statement :— 


Dacoity. 











Dacoity by land. | Dacoity by water. 
DISTRICT. 
1874, | 1876, | 1874, | 1876, 

Goal pita: csci ces cdscecussenisanececesesé tices 2, ‘be copeede. MES -waaeee 2 
MAMYOD) “peckccuswtesce vp ccoleavewincedesc sets 1 LO, weaawer~ Py eee “ 
BVINGE. dexgsteoceuue tesccied wee eaeceeer abaceeses 3 4 T° Ol! season 
CACHE Scscaeoknesstecscckyecesee: Sone aces egies 3 2 al. geese. ol aoe . 
Mliden itis yoccvesnnsscencccscscentwdacoussstec T. 6’ Ataee 2 -eegeee~ ]) eeseee 

Total - —-:Sseveees 10 7 1 2 


207. The one case reported in Kamrup in 1874 was a case of 
dacoity committed by Bhutias in a bazaar at the foot of the hills, and 
would have been called a raid a few years back. The Bhutan Govern- 
ment behaved well in connection with this affair. It is noticed in 
Chapter I., Section 2, under “Our Relations with Frontier Tribes.” 


208. Of the three dacoities which were committed in Sylhet in 
1874, one was committed by a gang of up-country Binds, of whom 
twelve were convicted at the sessions, and sentenced to seven years’ 
ngorous imprisonment. 


209. Two cases of dacoity by water occurred in 1875, in the 
district of Goalpara, on the Brahmaputra churs. In one of these cases, 
three persons were arrested and sent up for trial, but were discharged for 
want of sufficient evidence. Assam Paepat has been always considered 
free from this species of crime. 
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210. Cases of robbery reported during the 


Robt . 
ae year 1874 are shown below; but twenty-seven 
were struck off as false :— 
Robbery with hurt... ies is at 3 cases. 
Robbery on the highway __.. oss as Ls 
Other robberies — Ga wie ca OT OS 


61 cases. 
211. In one case of robbery with hurt, a conviction was obtained; 
but three persons, out of six arrested, awaited trial at the close of the year. 


212. One case of highway robbery reported in Cachar resulted 
in the conviction of three persons by the sessions court. Of the thirty- 
two cases of other robberies reported as true, the prosecution was suc- 
cessful in five cases only ; out of thirty-two arrested, fifteen persons 
were convicted. 


213. In 1875, a conviction was obtained in the only case of robbery 
on the hi ghway accepted as true; but in thirty-seven true cases of “ other 
robberies ”’ the results were unsatisfactory. In these thirty-seven cases, 
forty-two persons were arrested and sent up for trial, of whom sixteen 
only were convicted. 


214. During 1874, 1,114 cases were reported, of which 312 were 
declared false, and in 210 only, of the remaining 
aguinet the person” =" ~—s cases, were convictions obtained. 720 persons 
were ‘arrested, of whom 381, or 52°91 per cent., 

were convicted. 


215. During 1875, out of 1,229 cases reported, 281 were struck off 
as false, and in 203 only, of the remaining cases, were convictions obtained. 
845 persons were arrested, and 456, or "53-96 per cent., were convicted. 


Class V.—Minor offences 216. Crime under this a for the past two 
against property. years under review is exhibited below :— 
1874. 1875, 
Cases reported “ee woe 5,357 4,984 
» struck off as false wes .. 1,313 1,543 
» Not inquired into .. 183 438 
» in which conviction was obtained oo 1,165 1,126 
Persons arrested ses dé .. 3,613 3,577 
» convicted sai aos wv. 1,955 1,937 


In this class, cases of ordinary theft and house-trespass preponderate. 


217. In1874, 307 cases were reported. 341 persons were brought 
to trial, of whom 215 were convicted. In 1875, 
361 cases were reported, or fifty-four cases more 
than in the previous year. 216 persons were brought to trial, of whom 
117 were convicted. 

218. 3,623 cases were reported during 1874, and 1,837 persons were 
brought to trial, of whom 1 076, or 98°57 per 
cent., were convicted. In 1875, 3,981 cases 
were reported, of which 1 178 proved to be false; 2 803 cases were 


Cattle-theft. 


Theft, ordinary. 
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accepted as true, and 1,803 persons were sent up for trial, of whom 
1,002, or 55°56 per cent., were convicted. 


219. The following table shows the value of property stolen in 
theft cases during the two years under notice, and the percentage of 
property recovered :— 





Percentage of property 
| Property stolen. | Property recovered. Po ener Pe rePeeny 
Rs. Rs. 
1874 eee sie 46,564 27 262 58°55 
1875 Ss aes 44.701 18,363 41-07 
Eisen V1 Otuae olleneed wok 220. The following table exhibits crimes 
Spoons BLOve. under this class for the two years under report:— 
1874, 1875. 
Cases reported ... oes vee sae) 099 734 
Persons arrested eas eae ooo «015 866 
» broughttotrial ... ja .. 708 863 
»» convicted “as. bes . 546 648 


221. Onehundred and twenty-nine cases under the Excise Laws were 
reported during the year 1875, against 114 during the preceding year, 
showing an increase of fifteen cases only. In 1875, 160 persons were 
sent up for trial, of whom 104, or 65 per cent., were convicted, against 
87 or 70°16 per cent., out of 124 persons brought to trial in 1874. 


Oibet -epectal oe. local laws 222. Crime under this heading is exhibited 
cognizable by the Police. below ok 
Cases reported. Persons brought to trial. Persons convicted. 





1874. 1875. 1874. 1875. 1874. 1875, 
Coolie Act... es 53 69 73 98 63 81 
Arms Act a's aes 60 6 71 9 66 7 


223. The large number of cases under the Arms Act in 1874 
occurred principally in the district of GoAlpara, and were prosecutions 
for carrying arms on licenses whose period had expired. the Deputy- 
Commissioner punished the parties who had failed to renew their licenses 
after the close of the year with a small fine. He considered this course 
to be necessary, as the practice of not renewing these licenses had 
obtained for some years, and the rules had been infringed with impunity. 


224. Distribution of crime.—The following comparative table 
exhibits cognizable crime as distributed among the several plains districts 
of this Province. The hill districts have been excluded from this table, as 
crime in these districts is comparatively insignificant. In these districts, 
petty criminal cases are disposed of by the native chiefs and sirdars,—only 
cases of a heinous nature being dealt with by the ordinary police and 
mazisterial authorities. 
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225. From this table, it appears that in 1875 crime has decreased 
in the district of Godlpaéra, and that in all the other districts there has 
been a perceptible increase. The percentage of convictions has been very 
satisfactory in the district of Darrang for both years under report. 
In the district of Lakhimpur, there has been a considerable falling off 
in this respect in the year 1875, viz., from 70°47 in 1874 to 53°52 in 
1875. 


226. In all the other districts the fluctuations call for no special 
remark. It is impossible, however, to eliminate the inherent difficulty 
which underlies these returns as statistics of crime,—that the increase or 
decrease exhibited may merely indicate fluctuations in the detective 
vigilance of the police, without any reference to the actual amount of crime 
in existence. e percentage of property recovered to property stolen 
is highest in Nowgong and lowest in Kamrup. Taking the average 
for the past two years under notice, the result of the operations of the 
police in this respect is not wholly unsatisfactory. 


226a. The figures below show to what extent 


eee the police were required to give assistance in 
non-cognizable cases :— 
1874. 1876. 
Cases in which Pe were employed ... .. 838 1,002 
Persons arrested or summoned Ses woe C141 8,520 
acquitted ~ ia 1,795 2.368 


» _- convicted és oe .. 4,260 5,310 
Percéntage of persons convicted to persons arrested 59°69 62:32 


227. General conduct of the police.—The general conduct of the 
police during the past two years has been fair. ere have been a very 
few instances of great inefficiency ; but the force generally is specially 
wanting in detective ability. It must be remembered, however, that the 
lower ranks of the Assam police are miserably paid, and the induce- 
ments offered are sufficient to attract only an inferior class of men. 
Considering the very mixed nature of the Assam police, the fact that 
it has been much under-officered, and the very great difficulty in 
obtaining good men in the lower ranks, the Chief Commissioner thinks 
that the general conduct of the force during the two years under review 


has been decidedly good. 


SECTION 4.—CRIMINAL JUSTICE. 


228. The courts for the administration of criminal justice in the 
Province of Assam are of two classes :— 


(1.) Those which are governed by general criminal laws passed 
by the Imperial Legislature. 

(2.) Those which are governed by special rules sanctioned by the 
Supreme Government. 


The former comprise the criminal courts in the eight plains districts, 
which are under the jurisdiction and supervision of the High Court of 
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Calcutta. Under the latter, come those of the three hills districts of the 
Province, in which the jurisdiction of the High Court is vested in the 
Chief Commissioner. 


229. The eight plains districts are divided into three sessions 
divisions, to which are attached at present only two Sessions Judges,—one 
of whom presides over the sessions courts at Sylhet and Cachar, and the 
other exercises sessions court’s jurisdiction in the six Assam Valley 
districts. The local courts subordinate to these Sessions Judges are 
presided over by the usual magisterial staff of the various grades in each 
district, supplemented in some instances by Honorary Magistrates. 


230. Of the paid magistracy, there were in 1874 thirty-nine 
officers in all,—twenty-one of whom were Europeans and eighteen 
Natives. Their numbers were increased in 1875 by three. 


231. The namber of Honorary Magistrates in 1874 was twenty-one, 
and in 1875 twenty-five. These magistrates are very useful in relieving 
the district officers of the disposal of petty criminal cases, and seem to 
give general satisfaction in the exercise of their functions. 


232. In the hills districts, criminal justice is administered by the 
district officers under a special set of rules, sanctioned by the Govern- 
ment of India, while all petty criminal cases, in which only hillmen 
themselves are concerned, are disposed of by the chiefs and headmen of 
the several states and communities. The present chapter deals only 
with the administration of criminal justice in the plains districts of the 
Province, full statistical returns being not procurable in the hill districts. 


233. The total number of offences reported during the year 1874 
was 19,827, and 14,013 persons were actually under trial during the 
year. Of the persons brought to trial, 5,055 were acquitted or discharged, 
8,638 convicted, 32 otherwise disposed of, and 288 remained pending 
trial at the end of the year. 


234. In 1875, 21,849 offences were reported, and 16,072 persons 
concerned were brought to trial, 5,464 persons were acquitted or 
discharged, 10,135 were convicted, 37 were otherwise disposed of, and 
436 remained pending trial. 


235. There was an increase of 2,022 reported offences mene 
1875. This increase is attributable mainly to the increase of judicia 
tribunals. 


236. In 1874, 171 persons were dealt with by the session courts, 
twenty-three of whom were acquitted, eighty- 
ou : al ? 
jariediction “nine convicted , three referred, and twenty- 
three remained pending trial at the close of the year. 


237. In 1875, the total number of persons dealt with at the 
sessions was 211, of whom twenty-eight were discharged without trial. 
Out of 183 persons actually tried before the courts of session, forty-one 
were acquitted, 104 convicted, three otherwise disposed of, and thirty- 
five remained awaiting trial at end of the year. 
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938. The subjoined statement shows the total number of persons 
convicted and sentenced by the courts of session, and the nature of the 
punishment inflicted on them, during the past two years under 
review :— 


1874. 1875. 

Persons sentenced to death aise fe. *L 14 
Persons sentenced to transportation for life see Ae 1 
Persons sentenced to transportation for term sa: 19 
Persons sentenced to rigorous imprisonment without 

solitary confinement oe Sia esas Uh 66 
Persons sentenced to simple imprisonment sie. sexe 2 
Persons sentenced to fine with imprisonment seer. 020 23 
Persons sentenced to fine without imprisonment ... 2 1 
Persons sentenced to whipping in lieu of other punish- : 

ment ... ose eee eee eee 


239. The large proportionate increase in 1875 in the numbers of 
convicts on whom capital sentences were passed is noticeable ; while 
the aggregate of those sentenced to death and those sentenced to 
transportation for life remained very nearly the same. 


240. The various terms of imprisonment awarded to the persons 
so punished by the session courts are shown below :— 


1874, 1878. 
Rigorous. 
Up to six months ... shi sii sia 10 13 
Up to two years ... ae one sear ou 17 
Up to and above seven years ... a we 4 36 


Only fis persons were sentenced in 1875 to simple imprisonment for six 
months. 


241. The number and results of appeals to the sessions courts 
preferred during the past two years under 


peal center notice are exhibited below :— 

Number of cases. 

1874. 1875. 
Number of appeals ee ais w. 324 674 
Appeals rejected det sige ww. «= 44 93 
Sentences confirmed eee yoy ... 180 392 
Sentences modified wee oe es SOO 77 
Sentences reversed sae wee .. 40 72 
Further inquiry or evidence oe ie | O 4 
Cases referred as ase eas 1 11 
Appeals pending trial eis sive .- 2b . 25 


242, In the Assam Valley districts, offences under Chapters VIIT., 

XL, XVI, XVII., and XVIII. of the Indian 
Penal Code are tried by jury, and other sessions 
cases are tried with the aid of assessors. The average number of jury and 
assessors in each case tried by them in the two years under notice 
were five and two, respectively. In the districts of Sylhet and Cuchar, 
the sessions cases were tried with the aid of assessors. In 1874, juries 

11.B—7 


Jury or assessor trials. 
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were emploved in twenty cases tried by the court of sessions in the Assam 
Valley districts, and in nineteen of these cases the judge approved of their 
verdict. In 1875, eleven cases were tried by jury, and in all of these 
cases the verdict of the jury was approved of ; fifty-nine cases were 
tried with the aid of assessors, in forty-four of which the judge agreed 
with the assessors. 


213. In 1874, 13,988 persons were brought before the tribunals 

of the several classes of magistrates; 2,143 

pra inal jurisiiction of magis- phersons were discharged without trial, 2,856 

persons were acquitted or released, 8,549 

convicted, 143 committed or referred, 32 otherwise disposed of, and 265 
remained pending trial at the close of the year. 


244. In 1875, 16,045 persons were dealt with by the total 
magistracy, 2,163 of whom were discharged without trial, 3,251 acquitted 
or released, 10,030 convicted, 163 committed or referred, 34 otherwise 
disposed of, and 404 remained awaiting trial at end of the year. 


245. The nature of punishments awarded, and the number of- 
persons punished, during the period under report were as follows :— 


1874. 1875. 
Rigorous imprisonment aes .. 2,914 3,223 
Sunple imprisonment as sea 68 69 
Forfeiture of property ee sd 2 see 
Fine with imprisoninent ie ww. 543 178 
Kine without imprisonment ».. 4,830 5,366 
Whipping in addition to other punishment ses 47 21 
Whipping in heu of other punishment . 230 189 


246. The large proportion of cases in which fine alone was inflicted 
is explained by the preponderance of petty offences, for which such 
punishment is plainly the most suitable. 


247. The decrease in the infliction of the punishment of whipping 
is considerable. 


248. During 1874, fifty-one persons were ordered to find security for 
keeping the peace, 257 persons to enter into recognizances, and ninety-one 
to give surety for good behaviour, twenty-seven persons were convicted 
under Section 536 of the Code of Criminal Procedure and ordered to 
provide maintenance for wife and children, and seventy-three persons 
were convicted under the Contract Act, and ordered to carry out their 
engagements. 


249. In 1875, thirty-seven persons were ordered to find securit 
for keeping the peace, 812 to give recognizances, and 134 to furnish 
surety fur good behaviour, thirty-four persons were convicted under 
Section 536 of the Criminal Procedure Code and ordered to provide 
maintenance for wife and children, and 165 persons were convicted 
“under the Contract Act. 
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250. The terms of imprisonment awarded to prisoners sentenced 
2 eee of all classes during the period under report were as 
under :— 


1874, 1875. 


Simple 
Up to fifteen days .........cccccccscccscceccececees 34 36 
go> gy OEE MNONCHA coveiascncessccactancisssesecsessens 33 33 
9999 CWO FORTS ccccccccccccccccccccccceccsccosesens 2 
Rigorous 
Up to fifteen days ...... Scdisdenatws Geieecaeetes 599 . 755 
jg- qe BIRSTNONCDG. Seccesveecucscwecdeversudavacstes 2,055 1,916 
9999 CWO YCATS — aencccccccccccrccccscccecsecscecs 222 435 
17-97) SEVEN YOATB — sa secececvecccseccevcsccoes os 38 33 


251. The number and results of appeals from subordinate — 
Magistrates’ appellate jurisdic. Magistrates to the magistrate of the district 
coisa necbrred during the past two years under 

review are exhibited below :— 


1874, 1875. 

Number of appeals  ............cscece cocccceroeeees 1,073 517 

Appeals rejected .....scccceccoesscscscsccescecccsves 207 77 

Sentences confirmed ......cccsscscscssscscecccccees » 561 262 

‘j MOGIMCd scvcesccnavedcdenseveessscvesceces 105 82 

- FOVETHCK. ~ cvessdsesienccacsctecescensessede 146 58 
Cases referred for revision to High Court...... 1 

Proceedings quashed  ........csececcssseesccececees ree 2 

Further inquiry or evidence ordered ..........+. 37 9 

Appeals pending trial ............s.sssecsseccceces ; 16 27 


252. The decrease of appeals during 1875 occurs principally in 
the district of Sylhet. 


253. During 1874, 830 persons appeared before Honorary Magis- 

7 trates, forty-seven of whom were discharged 

onerer eae without trial, 238 acquitted, 535 convicted, five 

otherwise disposed of, and five remained pending trial at the close of 
the year. 


_ 254. Of the 535 persons convicted, sixty were sentenced to 
rigorous imprisonment, one to simple imprisonment, and 474 to fine only. 


255. In 1875, out of 962 persons who appeared before the unpaid 
magistrates, 100 were discharged without trial, 862 persons were 
actually tried, and out of this number 262 were acquitted, 597 convicted, 
one person was otherwise disposed of, and two were pending trial at the 
end of the year. Of the 597 persons convicted, thirty-seven were 
sentenced to rigorous imprisonment, and 560 to fine only. 
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256. The total amount of judicial fines imposed and_ realized 


Indicial fines. during the period under notice is shown below :— 
AMOUNT. 
Imposed. = Realized. 
1874. 
By Courts of Sessions ............sesceecseees Rs. 3,545 809 
By Courts of Magistrates ..........scecsssees » 96,936 48,299 
1875. , 
By Courts of Sessions ..........sesesccssseees » 1,820 529 
By Courts of Magistrates ..........cseceee- » 0,779 60,837 


257. The fines inflicted were mostly of moderate amount, as the 
following table will show :— 








1874. 1875 
Fines not exceeding Rs. 10 — .......cescssesceses 4,178 4,782 
‘ - OO sweaes we eaeseesesese 1,129 1,242 
3 exceeding igi)” . ~basesbiwceeatsenacens 97 144 
Total Rs. ......00 5,404 6,168 





258. During the period under report, Rs. 13,502 were paid away 
as compensation to injured parties in frivolous or vexatious cases, viz., 
Rs. 6,230 in 1874, and Rs. 7,272 in 1875. 


259. The total number of witnesses who attended the several 
sy (imsases: criminal courts of the Province (including 
courts of session) was 33,289 in 1874, and 


31,773 in 1875. 


260. In 1874, out of the total number of 3,063 convicted prisoners, 
152 were females, or a percentage of 4:92. 
The percentage of female prisoners was greatest 
in Cachar, being 10°79, and least in Kamrup, being 3°06. 


261. In 1875, the total number of convicted prisoners was 4,290, 
and of those 183, or 4°27 per cent., were females. Cachar, as in the 
oe year, shows the largest proportion, having a percentage of 8. 

is is apparently due to the number of female coolies employed in 
that district in the tea-gardens, many of whom are convicted of petty 
offences under the Labour Laws. 


Female crimes. 


262. The prevalence of crime in the Province, in relation to the 
various religions and ages of convicted prisoners is noticed in the 
succeeding section on “Prisons.” Special crimes are treated of in 
the Police section. 


SECTION 5.—PRISONS. 


263. Assam does not possess a central jail. There are nine district 
jails and ten lock-ups in the Province. Some 
of these jails consist mainly of bamboo huts 
enclosed by a fence of the same material. Only at Sylhet and Tezpur 


Jail buildings. 


PRISONS. 53 


ean it be said that there is anything like proper jail accommodation. 
The Chief Commissioner intends, when funds are available, to make the 
Tezpur Jail a central jail, and ultimately to reduce the small jails at 
Goalpara and Nowgong, and perhaps Sibsa gar, to the status of lock-ups. 


264. The total sum spent on the construction and repair of the jail 
buildings in Assam was, during— 


DBI coset stactecesea ete ete eae Re. 12,664 
NO G0 eens eras eee » 24,876. 


265. The funds at the disposal of the Chief Commissioner have not 
admitted of his carrying out any extensive improvements. 


266. During the two years under review, solitary cells and a new 

ipullticaa anereeainn: civil ward were added to the Tezpur Jail. In the 

Sylhet Jail, solitary cells and a temporary 

ward were built, and a new jailor’s house was provided ; and at Goalpara 

a new detention ward and a temporary ward were built. Other minor 

improvements and additions were effected, and the jail buildings were 
kept in fair repair. 


267. Considerable damage was done to the walls and buildings of 
the jails at Gauhati and Tezpur by the earthquake of the 9th September, 
1875. The buildings at Tezpur have been repaired, and the wall of the 
Gauhati Jail is being re-built. 


268. It has been contemplated to raise the walls of the Sibsagar 

te, Jail, which are at present very low; but the 

ee expense would be considerable, and the advis- 
ability of spending money on this jail is much doubted. 


269. A permanent jail at Cachar is much needed, but the Chief 
Commissioner 1s not at present in a position to undertake the work of its 
erection. The buildings of the present jail, which are mainly constructed 
of bamboo mats, have been put in good order, and edit onal afoaannat: 
tion has been provided for insanes under observation. The necessity for 
the erection of a proper jail at Shillong is also kept in view, but nothing 
can be done at present. 


270. The Sylhet Jail proved quite inadequate for the accommoda- 

Overcrowding in Bylhet Jai,  t1on of the jail population of that district, and its 

enlargement is now being undertaken. Some 

relief was afforded by the transfer of 150 prisoners to the Alipore and 

Dacca Jails, and by the release of some short-term prisoners before the 
expiration of their sentences. 


271. The lock-ups in the Province are not in a very satisfactory state 
as regards buildings. They are still in much the same condition 
as the Chief Commissioner found them in 1874. He has been unable 
to effect any permanent improvements; but the buildings have been kept 
in fair repair, and have been made as secure as it is possible to make 
bamboo and mat buildings. 
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272. The administration of the jails in the Province has undergone 
no change since the Chief Commissioner assumed 
charge. The jails at Goalpdra, Gauhat, 
Tezpur, Nowgong, Sibs4gar, Sylhet, and Cachar are under the direct 
management of the Civil Surgeons of these respective stations, subject 
to the general authority and supervision of the Deputy-Commissioner. 
The jails at Shillong and Dibrugarh are directly under the supervision 
of the District Officers. The J ndge of Sylhet and Cachar and the Judge 
of the Assam Valley Districts inspect at intervals the jails within their 
respective jurisdictions. 


Superintendence. 


273. The following is. a general summary 
of the jail population in Assam during the years 
1874 and 1875:— 


Jail population. 





1874. 1875. Increase. Decrease. 





Remained at the ( Convicts .....cee. 1,076 18 1,063 28 seve 10 13 
commencement { Under-trial...... 81 4 83 & 2 6 sees 
of the year. ae Moen ees edee c 38 ah fag eee or see 3 ae 
nvicts seeesecedse 44 4, 189 824 eene @esne 
ore ee during) Under-trial...... 2'561| 161 | 3,609] 142 a8)[Gc52-"T Seace 19 
eee: Civilcsccsuccscs 102 8 104 8 Fh ses ae Pee 
Convicts ....cece 4,920 219 6,231 217 811 eaters cone 2 
Total ....<{ Under-trial...... 2,642 165 2,682 152 50 or ee 13 
i s@eeaeuBeesee @ 110 jae 109 8 eeseoeen eeeea ] eese 
Convicts ........ 8,857 3,960 177 1038 Sais oes 14 
Pee from) Under-trial...... 9'559| 165 | 2574| 138 1B cee, Wes 17 
° Ce e@eeeoeoenevee8 vues Pe ae 8 @eeee eeose 3 eese 
Remained at the OnvictS ......06 063 271 40 208 12 een 
end of the year. oo eoeeeen a : ay | 14 = . 4 eee 
Daily average ( Convicts........ 1,067°36 | 29°95 /1,195°90 83°50 | 12804 | 3°55 wink 
nuinber of each Under-trial ennvece 94°29 793 91°00 6°31 eoce eevee 829 1°64 
class. Oly esas 709 4°38 8°33 "40 1°24 Sates Sele 
SSS ee Se eee 
Daily average of all classes .... 1,208 1,835 127 


274. From the above summary, it appears that the gross prison 
population, including all classes, was during the year 1874, 8,064, and 
during 1875, 8,509, and that the daily average number of persons in 
confinement during 1875 exceeded by 127 the daily average number in 
confinement in 1874. 


275. This increase is partly due toa real increase of crime in the 
Province, consequent on ihe scarcity which prevailed in some districts, 
principally in the district of Sylhet, during 1875, and partly to the 
opening of a new sub-division in a lawless portion of the same district. 


aia bar cease 276. The following table exhibits in detail 
occupation of convicts. the classes who were admitted into the jails of 
the Province during the period under notice :— 
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1875. 


Male. | Female. 


# < BUPOPOAN sisniesikeseiswcsteucsexiess Ssanevecdeveseuds 1 as 2 
Native Christians...........ssesscccssscecesccscssees 3 2 3 Sas 
Mahammadans -ccscescecscstivcweadesesesccvedews cams 1,143 17 1,506 43 
FG 6 525 cates Sea Soastnccncsuaescesiugvoawsveekace cs 1,486 112 2,206 116 
All other castes, including aboriginal tribes. . 256 13 480 26 
Total...... 2,889 144 4,257 185 


277. This statement, having regard to the statistics of population, 
- shows that the class “all other castes’’ stands first in criminality, while 


the Hindu population supplies the fewest criminals in comparison with 
its numbers. 


278. The ages of the convicts are shown thus:— 


1874. 1876. 
Male. Female. Male. Female. 
1 
Under 16 years of age ..........csscesecceeoevecs 39 13 15 7 
Between 16 and 40 years ........sscece escecees 2,528 118 3,532 155 
Between 40 and 60 years ........ssccssssceceeees 294 12 660 22 
Above 60 years........sesccssescosssscessesane secees 28 1 50 1 
Total 144 | 4,257 185 





279. The number of prisoners under sixteen years of age was 
fifty-two in 1874, and only twenty-two in 1875. 
These juvenile offenders were confined in the 
district jails. There are no reformatories in Assam. 


Prisoners under age. 


280. Tbe number of convicts belonging to each class of the popu- 
lation in Assam is shown below:— 


Of independent property 
Agriculturists 

Labourers 

Domestic servants 
Government servants tes 
No occupation es 


Total 


1874, 
34 
1,866 
709 
146 
108 
26 





2,889 





1875. 
94 
2,760 
971 
194 
158 
80 


4,957 
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281. The following shows the classification of terms of imprison- 


ment according to their length, and the number 
Length of terms of imprison- : 


ment. of convicts whose sentences fell under each 
class :-— 

Length of sentence. 1874, 1875, 
Not exceeding one Month ........cccsccssscsceeeees 1,075 1,097 
Above one month and not exceeding six months 1,488 1,887 
» 81x months ditto one year... 231 704 
» one year ditto three years 160 499 
», three years ditto five . 35 141 
» five a ditto ten s 24 72 
Exceeding ten years......... scsasedacSewsessaeeesseesen:  ~sasnes 9 
Transportation for a term ......ccccscsccossccecccces 2 18 
Ditto LO DEG sscdecesdcdisaes nates secnaweacane 17 11 
EXGCUlOG : «cscs scncasericiscenssnssteaeseccutvensneceances 2 4 
Total...... 3,033 4,442 








282. According to the returns for 1875, 303 re-convicted prisoners 

Bisa es were confined in the jails of Assam during that 

year. In 1874, the number of such prisoners 

was 160. But there is some question as to the accuracy of these 
statistics. 


283. The following table shows the nature of the sentences of 
imprisonment passed :-— 

















1874. 1875, 
Male. Female. Male. Fomale. 
Bimple imprisonment .....ceseccesccccocescsesesveccs 64 13 89 7 
Bigorous ...csccccsccssccse Sew iSd ee dsee Siew dlewnuen ee 2,825 132 4,168 178 
Total.... 2,889 144 4,257 185 





284. During the year 1874, ten convicts escaped from confinement. 
In 1875 there were thirty-two escapes; of these 
thirty-two escapes, twenty-five took place from 
the inside and seven from the outside of the different jails. Of 
escaped prisoners, twenty-one were re-captured and eleven remain still 
at large. At the close of the year 1875, eighty-one persons who had 
escaped from the different jails of the Province at various times during 


the previous ten years remained uncaptured. No escapes from lock-ups 
took place during 1875. 


Escapes and re-captures. 
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Sali paniaimaal 285, The number of persons punished for 
breaches of jail discipline was— 
1874, 1876, 
MG 1O6 iss sue ceasansieacesvesaseshnaneetatiessiessocteeeestes 847 122 
Wea) 06 osiccssvccsssasducawsetsswenveccsesscccdetueasconveess 13 18 
Total ‘wsswacsaasestes 860 740 


286. None of the offences were of a serious nature, and the 


following statement shows the punishments inflicted on the prisoners 
for these offences :— 


1874, 1875. 

By criminal courte oes sss 21 - 12 
Solitary confinemen se ive 46 12° 
Reduced diet as sis st 44 116 
Solitary confinement with reduced diet ... 1 19 
Corporal punishment bas se 262 210 
Other punishments eae su 486 371 
Total se 860 740 


287. The above table shows that, of the total convict population, 16 
per cent. in 1874, and 13 per cent. in 1875, were punished for offences 
against prison discipline. The percentage is high in both years, but the 
decrease during 1875, if the returns are correct, is satisfactory; and, as 
there seems no reason to presume any increased laxity of discipline in 
the jails, it may, it is hoped, be ascribed to a more thorough and 
discriminating supervision on the part of the jail officers. 


288. Paid warders are entertained at different rates of pay, varying 
from Rs. 10 to Rs. 6 per mensem. In Assam, 

this rate of pay is not high, the average monthly 
earnings of an able-bodied labourer being Rs. 7; and it has certainly not 
roved high enough to attract a really good class of men. The Chief 
mmissioner thinks that an increase in the number of convict warders, 
and a corresponding decrease in the number of paid warders,—the smaller 


number of men receiving higher pay,—would go far to remedy the evil. 
The subject is now under consideration. 


Paid warders. 


289. Fifty-six convict warders were employed in 1874, and only 

forty-two in 1875. The difficulty experienced in 
selecting convict warders arises from the fact 
that few prisoners are sentenced to more than three years’ imprisonment, 
and that out of the small number available, very few qualify for the 
appointment of convict warder. The Chief Commissioner is of opinion 
that a jonceue relaxation of the Bengal Rules, under which such men 


are selected, is necessary to meet the peculiar circumstances of this 
Province. 


290. In 1874, out of 2,889 male and 144 female prisoners, only 
oe could read and write well, 178 
could read and write a little, and the rest were 


Convict warders. 


Education. 
wholly illiterate. 
11.,B—8 
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291. In 1875, out of 3,232 male and 159 female prisoners, sixty-five 
could read and write well, and 160 could read and write a little; the 
rest were wholly illiterate. 


292. Of the total number of prisoners in the Assam jails during the 
two years under review, 4 per cent. on the daily average number of 
prisoners in the Province were under instruction. The teaching is 
necessarily of a desultory kind, and the Chief Commissioner is nota 
very strong believer in the value of education as imparted in our jails. 
He considers that it would be better to devote the time now spent in 
teaching prisoners to read and write to teaching them some useful 
handicraft. As it is, however, the prisoners in most of the jails are 
taught carpentry, weaving, and some other work. 


293. The statement below gives a summary of the receipts and 
Cont of guarding andmain. @Xpenditure of the jails and lock-ups in the 
taining prisoners, Province, under the different heads, during 


1874 and 1875:— 


1874. 1875, 

Re. Rs. 
Rations ......... ainseaseuse secuaeves seawebewonsswads 43,846 47,017 
Establish ment: sicecssccseccscscccseisasaadeseteses 25,447 26,962 
PONCE Guards »ccctcccsiccinccccsyiwndosensiasnones 22,517 25,042 
Hospital charges ..........ccecesesscesseeceeees ; 1,866 2,018 
CIOUNNE soustecisscssurcuistact ceoweseeseuens eet ; 3,566 5,052 
Contin ZONCIES - siccedestsacesusasscssecesss0-asieses 5,488 5,815 
Expenditure on jail -buildings by Jail 1,929 5,194 


Department. 
Expenditure on jail buildings by Public 16,735 19,682 
' Works Department, 
Cost of Jail Department office attached to 980 980 
Chief Commissioner’s office. 


Total ........ 1,22,374  1,87,762 

Cash expended on manufactures ... ........ 29,898 22,254 
Gross expenditure ...... 1,52,272  1,60,016 

Cash receipts from manufactures ............ 30,022 31,707 
Net cost to the State ...... 1,22,250  1,28,309 

Gross cost per head on average strength... 126 119 
Net ditto ditto es 101 96 


294. The increase in the total net cost is due to the increase in 
the jail population. The cost of feeding prisoners in the Assam jails is 
excessive; but arrangements are being made, which, it is hoped, will 
somewhat reduce the cost of rations. ‘The charges under most of the 
other heads of expenditure also show a large increase during the year 
1875 ; but the increase of prisoners, while it has raised the whole cost, 
has brought down the average cost Rs. 5 per head. 
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295. The working of the manufacturing department of the jails is 
shown below :— 


























1874. 1875. 
Desits— Rs. Rs. 
Value of manufactured goods in store on 1st January ... 4,691 8.932 
a raw material in store on Gitta: ss scsesee 2,430 2,749 
4s plant and machinery in store on ditto ......... 2,207 3,112 
(6) Cash expended on raw material, plant, &c., during 
CUG VOOR accicescecendess cossduts sevice adaeachtee ous venducasasden 29,898 22,254 
TOUS) cavccsvucesvenes 39,226 = 37,047 
Crepirs— 
Value of marufactured goods in store at the close 
Of the year .........sssccseee davicues Susrexescdevecmwes Weis Seueesene 8,656 7,284 
Ditto of raw material in store ditto GittO: acdcscocavenass 2,774 1,295 
Ditto of plant and machinery in store ditto .............+ 3,064 2,644 
(a) Cash received from labour or articles sold during the 
IOCOI” ag stshoe sSenen cas tasavanteteecscauas oeccetceusseaseceauneaacaness 30,022 31,707 
Value of manufactured goods supplied for Government 
purposes ee *eeeeste SOHSHSHSAEHOSHHSOHSHHVSSSOHSSHPEeReeHResEsHessessaeseseses 5,296 4,636 
Total ssssssasce cows 49,812 47,569 
Deduct debits .......cccccees 39,226 37,047 
Gross profit...........000. 10,586 10,522 
Actual cash profit [(a) and (0)] ...... 124 9,453 








296. The outturn of manufactures in the jails at Sylhet, Cachar, and 
Gauhati has been very satisfactory, and it is mainly to the results shown 
by these jails that the very marked improvement during 1875 is due. 


297. The intramural labour of the convicts in the Assam jails 

consists in weaving, baking, brick, and tile- 

eae making, oil-pressing, and husking rice. As 

a rule, short-term convicts are employed in oil-pressing, rice-husking, 

flour-crinding, surki-pounding, and wood-splitting. As far as possible, 

the Bengal Rules regarding penal and hard labour are acted up to, both 
in the jails and in the lock-nps. 


298. Anything like a perfect system of separation of classes is 
impossible in any of the Assam jails, owing to 
their structural defects. Generally speaking, 
all that it has been found possible to do is to keep the class of prisoners 
convicted of trifling offences separate from the rest. The Chief Com- 
missioner is a warm advocate of complete segregation, believing that, 
Where possible, the system cannot be carried too far. At the same 
time, he is quite aware of the uselessness of insisting on strict segre- 
gation, where, owing to the construction of a jail, it is impossible. 


299. The Chief Commissioner considers that the minimum of marks 

to be earned by a convict during any one year, 

yea has been fixed too high. Most of the Superin- 
tendents are of the same opinion, and hardly any of the prisoners in the 


Classification of prisoners. 
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Province have up to the present time benefited by the system. This 
fact speaks for itself. If the system brings no benefit to the prisoners 
in the shape of remission of sentence, it can hardly be appreciated by 
them. The subject requires careful attention. 


300. The Chief Commissioner thinks that, in the backward state 
of the Province, extramural labour should be 
largely permitted. He has accordingly con- 
siderably relaxed the rules framed by the Government of Bengal on the 
subject. All classes of prisoners, except bad characters and those who 
have relations living in the neighbourhood of the jail in which they are 
confined, are now permitted to be employed on extramural labour. 


Extramural labour. 


Cen iaenities: 301. The following table shows the sickness 
and mortality in the jails of the Province during 
the years 1874 and 1875 :— 














Daily whe icie number petcen ae? - average rater | Peeters | Deaths. 
of sic 
Jails, 

1874. | 1875. eis, | asa. | ters, | tere | tate 1874. tet fats tte | tet | tate | te 1876. | 1874 | 1878. 
GOI AFA 655.0 666 saiccicayeeaeeen reds 8-04 4°35 5°35 4:30 9 9 
Gani cise Mieuuscawes vase ewenens 4:70 4°09 4°03 8-02 6 8 
TCZWUE Seis cssedenceanuaseew xeaien 13°89 8:62 8°80 5°59 9 9 
NOWEONG idsccseviecnwseeseseveeses 1°67 63 2°55 1°16 2 1 
Sibsa vers ac34 sy knw acscwees socinecyes 4°37 3°40 4°60 2°95 és 1 
Dibrugarh <é ¢c0es0%s eas s divin diee one ‘ 6°95 4°83 10°22 710 12 5 
By INGG 23 ivivcew sedan ete esieee eae ewe 13°94 14°32 4°51 3°34 q 18 
COCha? ‘sicesidscancsmecesseaweeGous 3°84 8:32 417 8°94 4 1 
BONE 9.6056 6a Sassen eaves ce sine's 3°58 1°42 7°95 3°55 3 4 

57°98 poo pee eee ne Nee ee 49°98 5°49 420 | 52 66 





302. It will be seen from this table that the daily average of sick 
was during 1874 57:98, and during 1875 49-98. The percentage of 


average number of admissions into hospital was during 1874 5:49, and 
during 1875 4:20. 


303. With the exception of the Silchar Jail, there was a decrease 
in sickness in all the jails in the Province during 1875, as compared 
with 1874. 


304. There were fifty-two deaths among the convicts confined in 
the Assam jails during 1874, and during 1875 sixty-six deaths occurred. 
The percentage of deaths to average strength was— 


LBL! cadddahceastacdsascoe en euss ees eataticcueereucsae 5°55 
LSGA. <asactsissies teckensiacaencuauucisceatetewserssoneeess 4:92 
LB (O? 2h sseeciehecetsesecnsieng sce asreesndevavecevesnesse 5°55 


305. The death-rate is high, but is due probably more to the 
general climatic conditions of the Province than to exceptional causes 
of jail administration. The disease which caused the largest number 
of deaths is dysentery. 
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306. During 1874, the districts in the Surma Valley were free from 

Epidemics. epidemics, while cholera and dysentery prevailed 

in the districts of Kamrup and Nowgong, in the 

Brahmaputra Valley. In the town of Gauhati, seventy-one deaths by 

cholera were recorded during the year; but the disease did not appear 
in the jail. ; 


307. In Nowgong, although the inmates of the jail suffered from 
what might be termed an epidemic of dysentery, they were perfectly free 
from the epidemics of small-pox oat cholera, which prevailed in the 
district and in the sudder station. 


308. In Lakhimpur, there were no epidemics in the jail; but 
dysentery was prevalent at one period among the prisoners, and carried 
off five. Those who died were opium-eaters; and deaths of this nature 
are not uncommon among the opium-eaters of this district. 


309. In Godlpara, the high death rate (9:08) during 1874 was also 
a to dysentery, which was prevalent in this district throughout 
e year. 


310. The year 1875 was considered a very healthy year generally; 
but cholera of a very malignant type broke out in the Sibsagar Jail. 
Thirteen cases occurred in five days, eight of which proved fatal. The 
disease was supposed to have been introduced into the jail by some 
prisoners from Jorhat, at which place it had been prevalent about a 
month previously. No epidemics occurred in the other jails of the 
Province during the year 1875, and many of the prisoners who died 
during the year in the different jails are reported to ae been in a very 
weak state of health at the time of admission. 


311. The sanitary condition of the Assam jails is not altogether 

Gani unsatisfactory. Some of them are badly situa- 

epee ted, but the drainage in most of the jails is 
effective, and the dry-earth system is strictly carried out. 


812. The number of civil prisoners confined 


ro ee in the jails of the Province was, during— 
LSS covsstinsvsseasvesssecessesetseteacase 110 men, and 8 females. 
TS(D: dscassvecssiecescatscswcssesteccetentess 8 


” 9? 9 


313. The daily average population of civil prisoners was for 1874 
797, and for 1875 8°73. 


SECTION 6.—CIVIL JUSTICE. 


314. As has been already stated in Part II.a., Chapter IIL, 
Section 1, with the exception of the hill districts, which are under special 
rules of administration, and are subordinate only to the Chief Commis- 
sioner, the courts of civil justice in this Province are subject to the 
High Court of Judicature in Calcutta, and are organized on the same 
model, and follow the same rules and procedure, as similar courts 
throughout the Presidency. 
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815. There is also at Svlhet, besides the ordinary courts, a court 
of summary jurisdiction, called the court of small causes, whose 
decisions are final, the limit of jurisdiction being Rs. 50. There i is, how- 
ever, no special judge for this court, the office of the subordinate ‘judge 
being amaly: amated with that of the ‘small cause court. 


316. For the plains districts there are three chief civil courts,— 
two presided over by special district judges, one for Sylhet, and the 
other for the six Assam Valley districts, whose head-quarters are at 
Gauhati; while in the third, the Cachar court, the office of district 
judge is filled hy the Deputy Coninissioner. 


317. The powers of a subordinate judge are vested in the Assam 
Valley in all Deputy-Commissioners and in the officers in charge of four 


of the sub-divisions,—Dhubri, Mangaldai, Jorhat, and North Lakhimpur. 


318. The powers of a munsiff are exercised by Assistant and 
Hixtra-Axssistant-Commissioners, either when specially conferred, or 
ex-officio by officers in charge of sub-divisions and senior Assistants 
at hhead-quarters. 


3819. In the Reculation district of Sylhet there is, as before stated, 
a purely judicial branch of the service, separate from the executive. 


320. In none of the other plains districts of this Provinoe are 
there, at present, civil judicial officers, confined solely to judicial work. 
Prior to the year 1872, there was in the valley districts of Assam Proper 
also a purely Judicial branch of the service, besides the executive branch, 
consisting of the different grades of Deputy -Commissioners, Assistant- 
Commissioners, and Extra-Assistant-C ‘ommiussioners, Who had judicial 
ec also. But this purely judicial branch was abolished in March, 
1872, by the Bengal Government, and the amalgamation of the judicial 
and exceutive service in Assam Proper was sanctioned by the Govern- 
ment of India ; sucha measure being considered desirable in non-Regu- 
Jation tracts of large extent, but sparse population, in which there ,was 
scarcely sufficient work for both a munsiff and a magistrate. Certain 
executive officers in Cachar and the Assam Valley districts were there- 
upon personally vested, under the provisions of Section 10 of Act VI. of 
1871, with powers of civil courts under that Act. After the formation of 
the Chief Commissionership, a revised notification was issued in May, 
1875, by the Government of India, by which the present arrangement 
of judicial functions was laid down, as above described. Besides the 
above, a subsequent notification of the Government of India vested 
personally several officers in the commission with the powers of a 
munsiff, to be exercised in certain districts only. 


321. Tims, from the commencement of 1872 up to May, 1875, the 
number of civil courts in each of the valley districts must have varied 
considerably from time to time, and a consequent fluctuation in the 
number of ‘suits instituted in those districts has been perceptible. The 
Judge of the Assam Valley Districts remarks that “there are grounds, 
too, “for believing that this want of courts was apparent at intervals in 
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every district, more or less, during some portion of this period ; for, as 
the necessities of the Province required transfers to be made, courts had 
to be closed, in order to await the orders of the Government of India, 
re-investing with munsiffs’ powers, to be exercised in the districts to 
which they may have been transferred, officers who had already been 
invested with similar powers to be exercised in other districts. This 
closing of the courts from time to time must obviously have harassed 
suitors very considerably, and have checked to a great extent thicir 
litigious spirit. Now, however, that these difficulties have been removed, 
and the minimum number of our courts of each grade in each district 
has been fixed by the Government notification of May, 1875, it will be 
Interesting to watch what the course of litigation will be in future years.” 


322. No information as to the civil business disposed of by the 
High Court with respect to this Province can be given. The returns 
exhibit only administration of civil justice by the local tribunals. 


323. The following table shows the number and description of 
civil suits instituted in the several courts of this Province during the 
two years under report:— 


—_— 
ee —— —— oo eee 











Suite for money. moe ae Other suits. | Total. 
Class of Tribunal. =“ oa is 
1874, | 1875. | 1874. | 1875. | 1874. | 1875. | 1874. | 1875. 
Small Cause Court... .ccccocccrsscccs 830 847 eese e@eee ceeee e@eceese 830 847 
Munsiffs’ Courts ..... cosecceccceee | 13,764 | 14,623 | 1,021 967 | 3,794 | 8,936 | 18,579 | 19,526 
Subordinate Judges’ Courts ........ 64 7B | see 1 43 25 307 101 
District Judges’ Courts eeecvccsenes 8 & eece eee 1 2 9 7 
Bevenue Courts ...cccsccccccccccess e@eee eece 536 883 eese eeee 536 883 


oe | | | mee | eee | ees | sees | eee 


Total........] 14,666 | 15,50] 1,857 | 1,851 | 8,838 | 8,963 | 20,061 | 20,864 





324. During 1875, munsiffs’ cases appear to have largely increased, 
as compared witli the suits instituted during 1874. This increase occurs 
principally in the districts of Goalpara, Kamrup, Lakhimpur, and Cachar, 
and is said to be owing to the fact that the number of: cases instituted 
during 1874 was unusually small, in consequence of the scarcity which 
affected some of the Assam districts. : 


325. The subjoined statement shows the business of the several 
civil courts of original jurisdiction for the period under review :— 








Total number of 
enits for dis- | Transferred to |rotal disposed of.| Pending. 





Class of Tribunal. 














1874. 1875. 1874. 1875. 1874. | 1875. 1874, 1875. 
Small Canse Courts ..... cece voreks 924 964] .... eee R23 851 101 118 
Munsiffs’ Courts ........ sccecesees | 22,24 | 23,539 | 1,443 1,348 | 18,800 | 19,866 2,581 2,325 
Subordinate Judges'Courts ........ 155 202 9 8 135 166 21 28 
District Judges’ Courts ........e00. 19 TO|) aioe 1 12 25 7 8 
Reveuue Courta...... eareaues nus 599 492 27 68 531 403 41. a1 


2 

















Total ..ccccrccces 24,021 | 25,226 | 1,479 1,425 | 19,791 | 21,311 2,751 2,490 
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326. Of the total number of 19,791 suits disposed of in 1874, 
6,604 were contested ; and the average duration 
Durston ea of each of these cases was a little more than 


two months. 


327. In 1875, 21,311 cases were disposed of, and of these 7,850 
were contested. The average number of days during which each of 
these suits lasted was sixty-three; the duration of a case being 
reckoned from the date of institution to that of final disposal. 


328. The total value of suits disposed of in the civil and revenue 
courts of the Province was Rs. 14,10,142 in 
tere eer 1874, and Rs. 23,03,1389 in 1875. In 1874 
there were no suits ofa higher value than Rs. 1,00,000. In 1875, 
there were two such cases,—one in Sylhet and the other in KaAmrup. 
But the increase in the total value of suits in 1875, as compared with the 
previous year, is due mainly to suits instituted in the districts of Cachar 
and Kamrup. In Cachar, there was an increase in the value of the 
suits instituted of Rs. 26,995 in 1875; while in Kaémrup a suit valued 
at Rs. 2,83,600, for foreclosure of mortgage of some tea-estates, was 
instituted in that year. 


329. The following statement shows the proportion per cent. 
seated orne by the different kinds of suits to each 
: other in the Province of Assam during the 


period under notice :— 





Total number instituted in | Ratio per cent. 


Nature of suits. 


1874. | 1876. 1874. 1875. 











Suite for MONEY ...cccscecccssccsccces 14,666 15,550 73°10 74°58 

Rent suite c.cccccccccvcccssccccscncs 1,557 1,351 7°76 6°47 

Suits for immoveable property ....e.-- 2,378 3,362 16°34 1611 
» forspecific performance of contract 5 40 ‘28 “19 
» to declare and establish rights to 167 155 83 “14 
real property, including pre-emption 

Suits to declare and establish per- 23 49 il “28 
sonal righte. 

Suite for an acconnt ...cecssceescerecs 87 18 18 09 
» relating to religious endowmente 7 5 03 “02 
»  toset aside judgments .......... 15 25 “08 12 
» for dissolution of marriage .... 7 6 03 “03 
» for enforcement of matrimonial 238 300 1°18 1°43 
rights. 

Buits for partition... ceccescssecssees 1 ob Stewees 
» relating to religion and caste .... 8 2 08 01 

= ee ened 
Total...... 20,061 20,864 100 100 


330. The total number of applications for execution of decrees was 
13,332 in 1874, and 12,744 in 1875, showing 


decrease of 588 applications during 1875. 
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331. The subjoined statement exhibits the manner in which these 
applications were disposed of :— 




















Decrees 

Decrees com- |Decrees partially! executed by Pendin 

pletely executed.|/ executed. possession being 8: 
: given. 

BBTE. oo.cin eens dane scseciioesssccesaces 3,807 8,624 610 1,401 

LETS dvicvadcecicdececdseeseveccecses 8,002 8,007 684 1,735 

TMOTORSS cerccccccvvcevcccessccccsces | isanvens | nas binges | 74 | 834 
TROCTORSE wor ccccccccccccccccccccscces | 805 | 617 | ie Saewnne | whee wacete 


332. The nature and number of coercive processes put into 
operation during the period under report are shown below: — 








Imprisonment | Sale of immove- eee ay of move- 

of person. able property. property. able property. 
LBTE cccncvecccccrcccccvcesccsccccses 144 876 2,626 431 
BBTE wccccecccccccccccsvcsscvvesccecs 120 724 1,948 400 





333. A decrease is observable under all the heads. 


334. In 1874, there were 2,396 5 Hem in all for disposal, of which 
1,525 were disposed of. In 1875, the total 
pre number of appeals for disposal was 2,758, of 

which 1,461 were disposed of. 


335. Of the 1,525 appeals disposed of in 1874, 23 were dismissed 
for default, or under Sections 5 and 6 of Act_ XXIII. of 1861, 59 were 
heard ex parte, and 1,443 were contested. In 1875, out of 1,461 appeals 
disposed of, 31 were dismissed for default, 80 were heard ex parte, and 
1,350 were decided on contention. ; 


336. The subjoined statement shows, so far as returns are available: 
the manner in which contested appeals, both civil and revenue, were 
disposed of during the period under review :— 


Nature of Appeals. oat Modified. | Reversed. | Remanded. 








Civil appeals .cccccsccccccecacceces 848 72 883 73 
IBIS. .ccccccccee 

Revenue appeals ....ccccccvccovecs 42 7 13 5 

Civil appeals ....cccvcccccvvccccens 875 65 301 47 
BBTE... ccacccces 

Revenue appeals .......ccccecccene 36 8 16 7 
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SECTION 7.—REGISTRATION. 


337. The registration work of the Province is but light. During 
the two vears under review, and the year preceding, the number of 
ducuments registered has been, respectively,— 

iiGien f6- Mec 4% oth 2a 26, Sa 8490 

1874-75... a os so siti see ww. = 9,073 

1875-76... es fs sa se ne oP .-. 8,356 
In each year, more than half the work has been confined to the district 
of Sylhet. The explanation probably is that, in consequence of the land 
in the valley districts being almost wholly Government property, the 
people see little necessity for registration of transfers of land, since the 
transactions are recorded in the revenue registers ; ahd, moreover, the 
registration of such transfers is not compulsory. 


308, The receipts during these two years and the one preceding 
have been, respectively ,— 


Rg, 
1873-743: cag one ie ua wee 13,998, 
1874-75... one er ee ses wee 15048, 
1875-76 ... hae ee ve eae .. 14,440, 


and the corresponding expenditure Rs. 10,995, 10.791 and 13.239. 
The percentage of expenditure on receipts has been 78°5 in 1873-74, 
71:7 in 1874-75, and 91-6 in 1875-76. 

339. During the last year there has been a large falling off in the 
number of registrations in the district of Goalpdra, owing, probably, 
to a decrease in transactions caused by quarrels among the heirs of 
one of the largest landed proprietors who died in 1875, and by 
disputes regarding rent between the landlords and tenants in aD 
extensive pergunnah of the district. 

810. The statement below shows the number of compulsory and 
optional registrations cflected in the last throe years:— 














Optional repistrations, 





- Compulsory ——— —— —_——- + Wills and 
aeee registrations. A tfectiny | Affecting Bae " Total. 
immoveable moveable J 
property. property. 
1873-74 4,772 2,305 1,344 69 8,490 
1874-75 ee 5,082 2,004 1,399 88 9,073 
1875-76 — 4,795 2,163 1,317 81 8,356 








d41. There has thus been a general falling off of registrations in the 
case of each class of documents in the last vear; but this slight falling 
oft is to be attributed, not to the svstem having lost popularity, but 
rather to a general decrease of transactions, ascribed in Sylhet, where 


the operations of the department are most extensive, to agricultural 
scarcity. 
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342. The aggregate value of property transferred during the three 
years ending the 31st March, 1874, 1875, and 1876, was Rs. 31,49,695, 
33,09,546, and 29,91,482, respectively. 


343. There are three rural offices inthe Province. They are in the 
district of Sylhet, and they have worked, on the whole, satisfactorily. 
The sub-Registrars of these offices are allowed 75 per cent. of the 
registration-fees which they collect. 


344. Inspection.—The officer in charge of the department inspected 
in 1874-75 fifteen offices out of a total of nineteen. He inspected the 
same number of offices in 1875-76. In addition, the rural offices were 
each inspected once in 1874-75 by the special sub-Registrar of Sylhet; 
and in 1875-76, the Registrar of that district inspected two of them twice, 
and the remaining one once. The Registrar of Lakhimpur inspected 
the North Lakhimpur office once in 1875-76. Asa rule, the Registrars 
of Assam do not pay sufficient attention to the duty of inspection. 


SECTION 8.—MUNICIPALITIES. 


345. Municipal institutions in Assam are only in their infancy, 
and the Chief Commissioner cannot look forward to their early extension. 
Still, some progress has been made during the two years under review. 


346. During the year 1874-75, there was one municipality under 
Act III. (B.C.) of 1864—that of Gauhati; one township under 
Act VI. (B.C.) of 1868—that of Sylhet; and one chowkidari union 
under Act XX. of 1856—that of Silchar. In May, 1875, Act VI. (B.C.) 
of 1868, was extended to the town of Goalpdra; but the assessment did 
not take effect till the 1st of October following. 


347. The total income of the Gauhati municipality during the years 
1874-75 and 1875-76 was Rs. 25,061, and Rs. 27,269, respectively. 
The expenditure during 1874-75 amounted to Rs. 23,764, and during 
1875-76 to Rs. 27,006. 


348. The income of the Sylhet township for the year 1874-75 
amounted to Rs. 14,514-2-1; but, as there was a balance in hand at the 
commencement of the year of Rs. 3,760-6-6, the total amount available 
for expenditure was Rs. 18,274-8-7,—of this sum Rs. 7,989-5-10 were 
expended. In 1875-76, the receipts of the township amounted only 
to Rs. 6,179-6-9. Adding to this the balance in hand at the commence- 
ment of the year, the total amount at the disposal of the committee 
was Rs. 16,464-9-6. The expenditure during the year amounted to 
Rs. 8,969-14-6. This falling off in the receipts for 1875-76 is only 
apparent. It is the custom in Sylhet to put up for sale, before the 
expiration of the year, the lease of the town ferries for the ensuing year, 
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and to realize in advance the amounts bid, and to credit them accord- 
ingly. But when, in March, 1876, the lease of the ferries for 1876-77 
was put up for sale, no fair bids were made. The Deputy-Commissioner 
then determined to manage the ferries “khas.’’ Consequently, the receipts 
from ferries could not be shown in the accounts for 1875-76, and hence 
the apparent falling off. 


349. In the chowkidari union of Silchar, the total demand for 
1874-75 was Rs. 5,288-12-0, and at the commencement of the year there 
was a balance in hand of Rs. 11,899-13-10. The total expenditure 
amounted to Rs. 3,694-5-10, leaving a balance of Rs. 13,494-4-0. The 
total demand for 1875-76 was Rs. 5,792-12-0, and the total expenditure 
amounted to Rs. 3,165-14-0, the year closing with a balance in hand of 
Rs. 16,121-2-10. 


350. The total income of the Goalpdra township for the period 
between the Ist October, 1875, and the 3lst March, 1876, was 
Rs. 1,818-9-9, and the total expenditure during the same period was 
Rs. 1,237-11-2. 


351. The above mentioned are the only municipal institutions in the 
Province. To the other towns in Assam Pips an assignment of the 
revenue derived from the land within the town limits was made during 
both years for the purposes of local improvement. But these towns are 
in no sense municipalities. 


352. It is in contemplation to extend the provisions of Act VI. of 
1808 (B.C.) to the town of Dibrugarh. 


353. The following table shows the amounts assigned to each 
station during the two years under report :— 


1874-75. 1875-76, 
Rs. Rea. As. P. 
Dibrugarh set ie ae . 3,701 4,744 8 0 
Tezpur sid a Sis .. 890 
Mangaldai 20sec 026 | 1,000 0 0 
Sibs4gar . 7,066 
Golaghat -- 781 8,776 9,751 0 0 
Jorhat -. 929 
Nowgong as abe 2,258 2,084 0 0 


SECTION 9.—MILITARY. 


354. The military force stationed in the Province of Assam during 
1874-75 and 1875-76 consisted of four regiments of Native Infantry ,— 
one of ordinary Native Infantry (the ard , and three local regiments 
(the 42nd, 43rd, and 44th Assam Light Infantry). The total number 
of men of all ranks on the 21st December, 1875, was 3,300. 


395. The distribution of the regiments during 1875 was as 
follows :— 
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STATIONS. STRENGTH. 
Regiment. 
Head-quarters. Outposta. ota haath 
\ 
3rd Native Infantry ............... Cachar ......... |  seescevee 7 525 
Monierkhél ...| ...... 31 
Noarbund ...00 | essere 30 
Manipur seco] ceeeee 41 
42nd Assam Light Infantry ... | Gauhati .........]  cseeece x 6 494 
Tezpur ......... 1 157 
Nowgong ...00. | ceeeee 82 
43rd Ditto ditto _......... Shillong ...... |]  —— eveceveee 6 597 
JAWAL ~ siceescce: |... véeses 53 
Chargola ...... |  ...06 46 
. Alinagar ...... | esse. 46 
44th Ditto ditto ........ Dibrugarh ... | ——..ssseeee 5 491 
Sadiyé ......... 1 122 
Golaghat ......|  ...00- 57 
Pubamukh ., | ......- 46 
PAIDUT acivcdsen |) weecvs 4l 
Total...... 26 2,959 





¥.B.—Officers and men on furlough, deputation, or leave are not included in this statement. 


_356. The force was engaged in two military expeditions during the 
period under review. The first was against the Duffla tribes in the 
sub-Himalayan ranges north of Darrang, undertaken in 1874-75, with 


the object of restoring certain captives taken by the Dufflas in raids on 
British villages. The force employed was of the following strength :— 


250 MER vesirsesnscisedtcocsdevcaus ciGiewsucesene 42nd Native Infantry. 
ZOO: 2455, sever edebccamoeviesetetatas oesoemtataseesde 44th s,, - 
ZOO: gis isieadaeti Seasewiderosiaseseeacesivienees’s 16th =, : 
ZOO: ig: waacedsouwsdeesiaslenchcccendaneuassuhecnss 43rd_—S,, 3 
ZO, Gy -tadicarous sdasvededsiieiscansteeosesawences Frontier Police. 


A detachment of sappers and two mountain guns accompanied the 
orce. 


357. For the transport service of this expedition thero were 1,200 
coolies, fifty-nine elephants, and eighty-eight boats employed. 


358. The other expedition was sent into the Naga Hills, south of 
Jaipur, to punish the villages concerned in the massacre of Lieutenant 
Holcombe and the survey party accompanying him on the 2nd February, 
1875. The force for this expedition was composed of detachments of the 
42nd and 44th Regiments, Assam Light Infantry, and some frontier police 
from the Naga Hills district. It consisted of 308 men of all ranks. 
On both occasions, the object of the expedition was attained with complete 
success, and without loss to the forces engaged. 


359. The total cost of the Military Department in the Province 
during the last year, 1875, was Rs. 7,68,678. 
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CHAPTER IV. 


PRODUCTION AND DISTRIBUTION. 





SECTION 1—WEATHER ann CROPS. 


360. The weather during the two years under review was, on the 
whole, taking the entire Province, fairly 
favourable to agricultural. operations. The crops, 
were, generally speaking, good. Rice—both of the “Aus” (the spring) 
and “ Sali’ (the autumn) harvests—mustard, jute, tea, and other principal 
staples, yielded in some cases an abundant, in nearly all an average, 
outturn. 


General resulta. 


361. The “Aus” crop of rice failed to a certain extent in some 
districts during the year 1874-75 ; but the abundant “Sali” harvest that 
succeeded it amply made up for the deficiency. The “Sali” crop, 
in its turn, was deficient in the following year in some parts of Kamrup; 
but, on the other hand, the “Aus”’ crop gave fully an average yield, 
and no distress consequently ensued. 


362. Although the outturn of the principal crops was satisfactory, 
yet the high prices which had raled during 1873-74 did not fall again to 


their former Jevel. 


363. The rainfall in the Surméa Valley, and in the Khasi Hills, was 
unusually heavy in 1875, and the crops suffered somewhat in those 
districts in consequence. In the Brahmaputra Valley, and in the Garo 
Hills, the converse occurred. The rains of 1874 were heavier than in 
the succeeding year; the difference of average fall in the two valleys 
almost exactly compensating in the two years. The average fall in 18795 
in the Surma Valley exceeded the fall of 1874 by 13 inches; the average 
deficiency in the other valley being 12 inches, 


364. The cyclone which visited the Burdwan Division of Bengal so 
destructively on 19th October, 1874, was felt with considerable severity 
in the Garo Hills. With these exceptions there was nothing unusual in 
the seasons. 
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SECTION 2.—AGRICULTURE anp HORTICULTURE. 


365. The Shillong farm is a only model farm in this Province, and 
a the only place where experiments in agriculture 
pee and Horuicultare have been made. The estab- 
lishment of this farm was proposed in July, 1872, by the Government 
of Bengal; but the farm was not finally established until towards the 
close of 1873, when Mr. Freeman, Superintendent of the Horticultural 
Gardens, Lahore, was appointed Superintendent of the Shillong farm, on 
a salary of Rs. 300 per mensem. Mr. Freeman reached Shillong in 
the beginning of 1874. Previous to his arrival, a tree-nursery had Bean 
established, and a plot of ground covering two acres had been planted as 
an orchard. 


366. Shortly after, on the formation of the present Administra- 
tion, the farm was made over to the Chief Commissioner, together with 
anannual sum of Rs. 3,000 from the Imperial grant at the disposal of 
the Bengal Government. It was found, however, that the place where 
the farm had been established was unsuitable for farming operations. 
There was no ground for grazing cattle ; the land of the orchard was 
poor, and unsuited to frui:-trees ; the land taken up for a tree-nursery 
was far too small in extent, and none of the adjoining lands could be 
obtained from the Khasias. Under these circumstances, the Chief 
Commissioner determined to remove the farm to Upper Shillong, and 
certain proposals of the Deputy-Conservator of Forests for extending 
the farming operations were approved of by him. 


867. Farming operations in Upper Shillong were commenced in 
October, 1874, by breaking up about sixteen acres of land. This land, 
im consequence of previous exhaustive cultivation by the Khasias, was 
very poor, and possessed no vegetable mould on the surface; and, 
owing to a dense overgrowth of grass and ferns, much manual labour 
had to be expended before even ploughs could be used. All this 
rendered the initial operations unusually expensive. Yet, during the 
first year, all this labour was barely repaid, owing to the slow decom- 
position of the soil. 


368. An experiment was made in 1873-74, of sowing wheat, barley, 
and oats, on the old forest plantation lands, as a 
rabi crop, without irrigation, but it turned outa 
complete failure, in consequence of the extreme dryness of the months 
of January and February. In 1874-75, the autumn sowings were 
hardly more successful. In 1875-76, the sowings were made in land 
favourably situated for irrigation. Water was brought on to the land 
by a watercourse half a mile in length. The experiment proved so far 
successful that in places where the soil was exceptionally good the 
grain ripened well. These places were, it is true, mere patches lew and 
there. Still the result showed thag failure was owing to the poverty of 


Grain crops. 
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the soil, and not to climatic influences. The sowings succeeded much 
better in land where lime had been used as manure than in land where 
no lime had been put in. 


369. It has been found by experience that, owing to the early rains 
in this part of India, only very early varieties are suited for cultivation 
in these hills. The varieties of wheat obtained from Sealkote were in 
every respect superior to those obtained from Bengal. 


370. Altogether, the result of these experiments shows that there 
is some hope of succeeding in growing a cold-weather crop in these 
hills,—the most important outcome, in the Chief Commissioner’s opinion, 
of all the farming experiments. 


871. The following table shows the description of grain sown, 
and the dates of sowing and reaping :— 





Name. Date of sowing. Date of reaping. 


Wheat-sowings. 


1. Goalpdra wheat... .. | Ist October, 1875  ... | 21st May, 1876. 
2. Ditto rs . | 10th ‘ vas - s 
3. Sealkote wheat (Vadunak- | 1st Ss te - . 
chota.) 
4. Ditto a ... | 10th ‘3 we 5 ss 
5. Ditto se .. | 20th ms ...| 5th June, 1876. 
6. Ditto 55% .. | @th November, 1875 ... | 12th gs 
7. Ditto (large) si * a .. | 16th eo 


Barley-sowings. 
Assain barley ... bie ..! Ist October, 1875 ... | 19th May, 1876. 


Oat-sowings. 


White oats... age -» | Ist October, 1875  ...| 5th May, 1876. 
Ditto Ae bee .. | 10th = (15th ,, 


372. A quantity of Carolina paddy was sown in 1874-75, but the 
experiment was not a success. The Superintendent considered that 
bad seed was the cause of failure. 


373. In March, 1875, 2tb of Cuzco maize-seed were received from 
the Superintendent of the Royal Botanical Gardens, Calcutta. One pound 
consisted entirely of white, and the other of red seed, and each pound 
contained 408 grains. The sced germinated freely, but many of the 
young plants were eaten off close to the ground by grubs soon after 
the seed had germinated. These grubs also attack the ordinary Indian- 
corn grown in these hills. About 30 per cent. of the young plants 
were thus attacked, and very few of those attacked survived. Those 
plants that were not injured by the grubs grew up well, but they yielded 
very little grain. The white variety did better than the red. 
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374. The ordinary Indian-corn cultivated in these hills, and of 
which several acres were sown, suffered in a similar manner from grubs. 
These grubs bred in the stable-manure at first used. It has now been 
found that an admixture of lime kills these grubs. 


375. As it was generally believed that the potato introduced into 
these hills had deteriorated, new varieties were 


introduced in 1873, to which two more varieties 
were added in 1874. These varieties were— 


Root crops. 


(1) Red roughs. (3) White kidney. 
(2) Pheasant’s eye. (4) Early rose. 

376. The two first varieties did well. The white kidney gave a 
large yield; but the potatoes were small. The early rose did well at first, 
but was afterwards attacked by white-ants. The Khasias, however, do 
not look upon these new varieties favourably, as they only give one crop 
in the year, whereas the ordinary variety gives two crops. 


377. By the orders of the Chief Commissioner, a “ Manual of 
Potato Cultivation” was compiled by the Superintendent of the farm. This 
manual has been translated into Assamese, and copies of the translation 
have been directed to be distributed among the Nagas, Mikirs, and other 
hill tribes in Upper Assam. 


378. The experiments in growing other root crops, such as turnips 
and mangold-wurzel, in 1874-75, were failures; but in 1875-76 the 
experiments proved more successful. 


378a. Anexperimentin growing ground-nuts 
proved a failure, the climate being too cold 
for this root. 


379. A vegetable-garden was started ; but the insects peculiar 
to these hills proved very destructive to the 
plants, and the experiment turned out, to a 


Ground-nute. 


Vegetable-garden. 
great extent, a failure. 


380. The first fruit-trees were purchased standing in the old orchard, 

eee, where the soil was altogether unsuited to them, 

and it was necessary to transplant them to Upper 

Shillong. This transplanting has somewhat retarded their growth ; but, 
in spite of this fact, the following trees are alive and doing well :— 


Fourteen apple. Thirteen apricot. 

Fight pear. Ten raspberry. 

Four medlar. : Sixteen black-currant. 

Twelve cherry. Forty-three white and red-currant. 
Sixteen plum. Four black and white mulberry. 
Ten peach. One olive. 


Five nectarine. 


381. A large number of seedlings of the indigenous crab-apple 
have been reared, and will make hardy saplings, upon which to graft 
or bud the superior English kinds. ‘a 

11.B— 
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382. A quantity of Spanish-chestnut seed received in 1874 
germinated very well, but the plants were attacked by white-ants, so that 
out of 150 only 23 are now alive. These plants have done better since 
their removal to a higher elevation. 


383. The Spanish-chestnut seed received in 1875 was very bad, 
and out of 58Ib of seed only 35 seeds germinated. 


384. The China-chestnut seed received in the spring of 1876 was 
altogether bad, and not a single seed germinated. 
Live Stock. 


38%. The wundermentioned live stock were purchased daring 
1874-75 and 1875-76 for the Shillong Farm, ata cost of Rs. 1,743-14:— 


English Cattle. 


Bull-calf a aide ee eer. od 
Khasi Cattle 

Bullocks wan ae See ... 16 

Cows ae is ee deg: eo 
Jhansi Cattle. 

Bull 1 

Bull-calves 3 

Heifer-calf = 1 

Cross-bred Cattle. 

Bull... 1 

Cows ... 2 

Calf oes ] 
Bhutdn Cattle. 

Bull 1 

Cows ... 5 

Calves... : sei 2 
English Sheep. 

Ram ... nee es = on | 
Nepaulese Sheep. 

Rams ... ies as or ww. 4 

Ewes ... ee ss Sas .. 40 
English Pigs. 

Boar ... aie 1 

Sows ... we 2 
Khasi Pigs. 

Sow... ee | 


386. Cattle in these hills, at the clevation of Shillong, fall off very 
much in January and February, for want of proper forage, and the Khasias 
during these months generally move their cattle to lower elevations. 
But, as one of the chief objects in keeping cattle at the farm was to 
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obtain manure, matikaléi (Phaseolus radiatus) was grown for them, 
cut green, and stocked for winter food. On this, the cattle did very 
well. 


387. In addition to the above-mentioned cattle, two “mithan”’ 
bulls were received from the Naga Hills; but they died of cattle-disease 
about four months after their arrival at Shillong. 


388. The Bhutan cattle did not thrive well at the farm. They prefer 
browsing on the leaves of trees and shrubs to grazing, and, as forest 
growth 1s scanty at the elevation of the farm, they were eventually sold. 


389. In 1875-76,'the cattle-disease broke out very badly among the 
farm cattle,—and nine bullocks, nine cows, eleven calves, and two English 
cows and one English bull-calf that had just arrived, died from the disease. 
The number wlich recovered out of those taken sick was three bullocks, 
three cows, and one calf, or only 18 per cent. Of the sheep at the farm, 
seventeen died of this disease, and, in addition, there were thirteen other 
casualties among them. The English pigs did well, but one of the sows 
was killed by lightning, and three young pigs born on the farm dicd 
suddenly, it is supposed, from eating some poisonous plant. 


390. Three sheds for the cattle, and one stye for the pigs have been 
erected. Among the tools purchased, the most 
important were two iron ploughs, one set of iron 
harrows, and one maize-sheller. 


Baildings and tools. 


391. The financial results show a heavy 


Seen balance against the farm, as will appear from the 
following statement :— 
1874-78. 1875-76. 
Receipts .. Rs. 309 -2-6 Rs. 1,036-15-0 
Expenditure ... ,, 13,297-0-5 »  11,445- 8-6 


392. In view of these results, the Chief Commissioner has deter- 
mined to restrict farming operations to small experiments in irrigated rabi 
crops, and, as a measure of economy, to dispense with the services of the 
Superintendent, Mr. Freeman, from December, 1876. The future 
expenditure on the farm will be insignificant. 


SECTION 3.—FORESTS. 


393. This department has only been constituted of late years 
as a separate agency for maintaining and developing the forest wealth 
of the Province. 


394. The first attempt made at forest conservancy in Assam Proper 
was in 1850, when, owing to certain representations of the Collector of 
Kamrip, the Government of Bengal imposed a tax for felling timber, 
and approved of certain proposals for checking the felling of young 
trees. - 
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305. In 1852, this system was abolished by the Board of Revenue, 
who directed the farming of certain tracts of forest to the highest bidder. 


This system was extended to the districts of Darrang and Nowgong in 
1861. 


396. In 1863, the Commissioner issued orders for the levying of 
certain fees in the districts of Nowgong, Darrang, and Lakhimpur; and 
subordinate fiscal officers were instructed to protect the forests from 
spoliation, and to prevent the felling of certain kinds of small trees. 
As these fiscal officers were farmers of the revenue of certain tracts, it is 
not a matter for surprise that they did little to preserve the forests. 


397. In 1868, the present revenue system of Assam Proper was 
introduced, and the duty of protecting the forests devolved on the mou- 
vahdars. In this year, an Assistant-Conservator was deputed to inspect 
and report on the Assam forests. 


398. The Assistant-Conservator found a deplorable state of affairs. 
The Bengal woodcutters, who only paid a nominal tax, were fast working 
out the valuable sal forests of the Eastern Duars. In the Kamrup 
district the greater part of the most valuable sil forests had been made 
over to the Lower Assam Tea Company as waste land. A wholesale 
destruction of rubber-trees by felling and overtapping was being carried 
onin the Darrang district. In Nowgong and Sibsigar some of the 
best forests had been sold as waste land; and little forest was left 
anywhere. In Lakhimpur, the Dehing and Dibrugarh saw-mills 


were working away without any attempt being made to control their 
indiscriminate fellings. 


399. In 1869-70, the general inspection of the forests of Assam 
Proper was completed, and a special examination, with a view to 
selecting reserves, was commenced. 


400. In 1870-71, experimental timber and plantation works were 
started. 


401. In the following year, the early selection and demarcation 
of the better forests as resorves were ordered, and the remaining forests 
were placed under the direct management of the District Officers. Since 
then the work of selection, demarcation, and protection of reserves in 
Assam Proper has steadily progressed. 


402. With regard to Sylhet and Cachar, the history of forest 
conservancy was, previous to the year 1874-75, a blank. The only 
attempt that had ever been made to realise any revenue from the forests 
in these two districts was the levying of duty at the Sealtek Ghat on 
forest produce passing down the river from Cachar. 


403. The inspection of the Cachar and Sylhet forests had been 

Inspection of forests. several times attempted; but, owing to the want 

of forest establishments, and to other causes,— 

the chief of which were the Lushai raids and the subsequent Lushai 
expedition,—it was not carried out till the year 1874-75. 
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404. The forests of the Garo Hills were inspected in the spring of 
1876. They were found to have but a small proportion of sal and other 
valuable timber-trees. Besides, jhuming is practised toa great extent b 
the Garos, and it is not considered at present advisable to interfere wit 
the practice. Under these circumstances, the Chief Commissioner did 
not consider it desirable to form any forest “ reserves” in these hills, 
and to put such “reserves” directly under the Forest Department, but 
has for the present left the entire management of the forests in the 
hands of the Deputy-Commissioner. © : 


405. The formation of forest “reserves,” or State forests, in Assam 
had been in progress during the years 1872-73 
and 1873-74, but the areas selected were very 
small, compare with the area of valuable forest in the Province. During 
the two years under review, the area of these “reserves” has been con- 
siderably enlarged, as the following statement will show:— 


Forest reserves. 


Area of forest reserves at the commencement 


of 1874-75 wit eee ‘es sis ... 269°58 square miles. 
Area added in 1874-75 ... sa Ais w. 9333°33 ‘s 
Ditto 1875-76 ... ist see «.  428°89 


Total .... 1,031-8 square miles. 





406. The reserves added during 1874-75 were— 


(1).—NAca HILLs. 
An addition to the Nambor reserve sia 326°63 square miles. 


This reserve is mixed lower-hill forest, containing ajhar, néhar, and sam ; 
and it is on the growing ‘stock in the Nambor forest reserve that the 
Sibsagar and Nowgong districts depend for their future timber-supply. 
As the Naga Hills are only a political charge, the Forest Act does not 
apply to these reserves ; but, as these forests were formerly situated 
in the Sibsagar and Nowgong districts, Government still retains alt its 
rights in them. 
(2).—KAmrep. 

An addition tc the Borduar reserve oo «= 2 

The Jar 841 forest wee ave ad ae 16 

The Milmillia s4l forest eoe we = De 


5 square miles. 


” 
” 


(3).—Nowaone. 
An addition to the Kholahat reserve ies 0:75 square niles. 


The reserves in the last two districts are all sAl forests. In the 
Kamrup reserves there is still mature timber left ; but in the Nowgong 
reserves all mature timber was worked out long before their formation. 


407. Out of the total area added in 1875-76, 347°97 square miles 
were added in the Eastern Duars of the Goalpara district. This latter 
reserve had formerly been gazetted as “open forest.” A large propor- 
tion of itis sAl forest. It is the most valuable forest in the Province; 
but, owing to proximity to the great timber-markets of Bengal, these 
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forests have been overworked to a great extent, and will, for the 
present, require chiefly protection,—protection which could not be given 
with certainty as long as they remained “open forests.”” In the Sidli 
Duar are very valuable forests, but, as there are villages and cultivated 
lands scattered throughout them, they have as yet remained “ open forests.”’ 
The forests were, however, surveyed in the cold season of 1875-76, with 
a view to forming them into a “reserve.’’ The question of declaring 
them reserved forests is at present under consideration. 


408. In the same year, the Garumari s4l forest, in the Darrang 
district, consisting of 205°18 acres, was declared a forest reserve. 


409. During this year also the Char Duar rubber plantation reserve 
was sanctioned. Of this reserve, an area of 344 square miles is under the 
direct control of the Forest Department, and the remainder (454 square 
miles) is under the management of the Deputy-Commissioner, subject to 
inspection by the Forest officers. 


410. The Bhamaraguri Hill forest in Darrang, consisting of 386°7 
acres, and which had heen purchased some years ago, witha view to 
supplying firewood for the Government steamers, was declared a forest 
reserve in 1875-76. 


411. The question of the formation of forest reserves in Sylhet and 
Cachar is still under the Chief Commissioner’s consideration. 


412, Valuation surveys have been made in the Kholahat, Deboka, 
Balipara, and Sidli forests, with a view to ascertain the growing material. 


413. During the year 1874-75, the sil forests were verv effectually 

. protected from fires; but in 1875-76, owing to 

Peerage ease the exceptional drought and very high winds 

which prevailed, it proved impossible to protect successfully these forests 
from the jungle fires. 


414. Early in 1874-75, measures were taken to put a stop to the 
indiscriminate burning of forests in the Khasi and Jaintia Hills, and 
the Scims and village officers were made responsible for the conservancy 
of the sacred groves. These endeavours have met with some success; 
but it is a very difficult thing to change the habits of a population, or 
to induce them to incur even a very small temporary inconvenience for 
a future benefit. 


415. At the commencement of 1874-75 the plantations of the 
Forest Department in Assam were as 


Plantations. follows :— 
Timber plantations ... siti sei -. 47 acres. 
Caoutchouc __,, 6 ds sid i LO 


Total we. 262 acres. 


a 
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416. During 1874-75 and 1875-76 the following additions were 
made :-— 
Timber plantations ... a se «. S344 acres. 
es ze5 gale . 180 


Caoutchouc __e,, ” 


Total «» 214% acres. 


417, There is a plantation of exotic trees at Shillong, but it has not 
been very successful. Only the following trees can be said to have 
done well :— 


Inglans Regia. 
Eucalyptus rostrata. 
Pinus maritima. 


418. A number of small cinchona plantations, measuring in the 
aggregate 1% of an acre, were started in 1867 by the Superintendent of 
the Botanical Gardens, Calcutta, near Nongklao and Jirang, in the Khasi 
Hills. These plantations were taken charge of by the Forest Depart- 
ment in 1874-75, and reported upon, and the cinchona bark was 
submitted for analysis to the Government Quinologist in Darjeeling, 
who reported unfavourably on it. These small plantations have since 
been made over to the Seim of Nongklao, who is responsible for their 
being kept clear of weeds and protected against fire. 


419. The only forests which remain gazetted as open forests, under 
peste Act VII. of 1865, are those in the Sidli Duar, 
which have been surveyed with the view of 
having them declared reserves. But the large forests outside the 
reserves which are undefined, although not gazetted as open forests 
under the Act, are in every way watched over as strictly as if they had 
been so tted. These forests are directly under the charge of the 
District Officer, who is aided by a forest-ranger and some peons. But 
the mouzahdar is the person immediately responsible for the conservancy 
of these forests. Rules have been made by the Chief Commissioner, 
which will in a great measure check jhuming operations. 


420. The sfl forests are the most valuable forests in the Province ; 
isi cd ha poesia but they have been worked to such an extent in 
former years that felling operations have now to 

be carried on very cautiously, and to a limited extent. 


421. Mules for the felling of tax-paying timber have been drawn 
up, and the general principles on which applications for timber-bearing 
lands are to be treated have been laid down by the Chief Commissioner. 


422. A proposal to revise the rates of taxes levied on forest 
produce has been made by the Forest Department, but has not yet been 
disposed of ; and a draft Regulation for regulating the rubber trade has 
been submitted by the Administration to the Government of India, but 
has been rejected as contrary to general policy. 


80 ASSAM ADMINISTRATION REPORT. 


423. The quantity of timber removed from the forests during 
1874-75 and 1875-76 was as follows :— 


Logs and pieces. 
(1) Timber brought to depét by departmental agency es 2,753 
(2) Timber removed by purchasers... ies Seg 40,869 


424, The cubic contents of the timber worked out by the department 
were 41,239 cubic feet. The cubic contents of the timber removed by 
purchasers are unascertainable. 


425. The receipts and expenditure during 
































ogee the two years under review were as follow :— 
1874-75. 1875-76. 
RECEIPTS. Collections | Collections Collections | Collections 
by Forest | by Civil Total. by Forest | by Civil Total. 
Officers. Officers. ficers. Officers. 
I.—Revenue from wood.... 16,731 29,365 46,096 10,675 21 992 32,667 
Il.— Ditto from minor 61 2,390 2,451 12 12,789 12,801 
produce. 
IlIL—Duty on produce of seme 15,000 15,000 15,064 15,064 
foreign or private : 
forests imported into 
British territory. 
IV.—Miscellaneous......ee0 . 182 1,020 1,202 227 1,112 1,339 
Total....| 16,974 41,775 64,749 10,914 | 60,957 61,871 
1874-75. | 1875-76, 
EXPENDITURE. 
By Forest | By Civil By Forest | By Civil Total 
Officers. Officers. Total. Officers. Officers. 
Ra. Ra. Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs, 
A.—Conservancy and Works 22,669 8,469 $1,138 24,154 9,082 33,187 
B.—Establishmenta ........ 28 336 49 28,385 28,697 cone 28,697 
Total aii 51,005 8,518 59,523 52,851 9,032 61,884 


426. In considering the financial results of the working of the 
Forest Department in Assam, it must be taken into account that little 
revenue can at present be derived from the sl forests, which were 
compietey worked out before any measures for their conservancy were 
taken. 
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427. The Forest Department in this Province is still in its infancy ; 
but, in reviewing its operations for the last two 
years, the Chief Commissioner is able to say 
that much has been accomplished. : 


428. Previous to the year 1874 it may be said that there was no 
forest conservancy of any kind in Assam. Now, anorganized system has 
been introduced. Great progress has been made during the two years in 
the all-important work of selecting, demarcating, and mapping the 
forest reserves. It is true that a very small portion of the large area 
covered by the forests of Assam is under the direct management of 
the Forest Department. The forest establishments at Colonel Keatinge’s 
command are too small for the management of extensive tracts. But 
the reserves under the direct control of the forest officers are schools 
where much can be taught and learned. The plantations have been 
considerably extended, and much experience has been gained, especially in 
the cultivation of the caoutchouc-tree. The Chief Commissioner aims at 
something more that the conservancy of a few forest reserves. He aims 
at the protection from fire and jhiming of some 15,000 square miles 
of forest,—forest that, from its geographical position, should in days to 
come supply the timber for nearly all Eastern Bengal, and yield a large 
revenue to this Province. And this object he knows can only be effected 
by the agency of his district officers and their fiscal subordinates. On 
the district officers, Colonel Keatinge has unceasingly impressed the 
importance of their duties in this respect, and he trusts not without good 
result. Deep-rooted convictions, though erroneous, are not eradicated in a 
day. But the Chief Commissioner feels that a beginning has now been 
made. The mouzahdar is learning that the protection of the forests in 
his mouzah is an important portion of his duty, and that persistent 
neglect of it will entail dismissal. 

429. The attention of the Department has recently been specially 
directed to the subject of rubber-producing 
trees. 


General. 


Rubber. 


430. The attention of the Chief Commissioner was early attracted to 
question of the rubber trade in this Province; but it was not until he 
had the opportunity of fully discussing the question with his district 
officers that he addressed the Government of India on the matter. 
Formerly, the five districts of Assam Proper were divided into rubber 
mehals, and these mehals were let annually to the highest bidder at 
public auction. Jaintid was also divided into rubber mehals, which 
were let annually in the same way. 


431. The average annual income derived from the rubber mehals of 
the Assam Proper from 1869 to 1872 was Rs. 28,000. In 1872 the right 
of Government to foreign rubber was contested in Upper Assam,—for the 
rubber leases tacitly acknowledged the right of the lessee to rubber 
imported from beyond British limits. Government was not prepared 
to enforce its rights, and it was considered useless to sell the mehals in 
Assam Proper without the right to foreign rubber. Accordingly, the 
collection of rubber within British limits was prohibited in Assam. 

11.B—11 
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432. The Chief Commissioner, being decidedly of opinion that the 
Government may fairly claim a share in rubber, whether it is produced 
within British limits or imported from beyond them, and regretting the 
loss of a not unimportant item of revenue, submitted to the Goverament 
of India, in August, 1875, a draft Regulation, declaring the right of 
Government to all rubber, home-grown or imported, and imposing a 
ade on the collection or purchase of rubber without a license, on sale 
ry a licensed collector to any person other than the person mentioned 
in his license, and on possession of rubber except under cover of a license 
or pass,—thus creating a strict Government monopoly. The Governor- 
General in Council, however, declined to accord his sanction to the 
proposed measure, or to impose any special restrictions, on the rubber 
trade. The Chief Commissioner, in accordance with the wishes of the 
Government of India, has taken steps towards organizing a system of 
conservation and reproduction of the tree in certain reserved areas by 
the Forest Department. 


SECTION 4.—MINES anp MINERALS. 


433. Recognizing the paramount importance of the question of the 
indigenous coal-resources of this Province, the Chief Commissioner 
obtained the services of Mr. F. R. Mallet, F.a.s., Geological Survey of 
India, to make a complete and thorough examination of the coal-deposits 
of Upper Assam. This survey was effected in the cold weather of 
1874-75 and 1875-76. 


434. Mr. Mallct’s investigations have established now, as a matter 
of certainty, that immense deposits of coal exist at the foot of the Naga 
Hills, in the Lakhimpur and Sibsagar districts, at an average distance in 
a straight line from the river bank of about twenty-five to thirty-five 
miles, and with water-carriage in most cases from the coal-bed to the 
river of from forty to a hundred and fifty miles. The qualities of the coal, 
the amount available, and the conditions under which it can be worked 
and transported, have all been ascertained with as much certainty as 
is at present practicable. 


435. The most northerly of these deposits, called the Makum coal- 
beds, appears on the whole to present the greatest number of favourable 
conditions. These beds are situated behind the TipAm Hills to the east- 
ward, on the other side of which is the town of Jaipur. The outcrop is 
within two to four miles of the bank of the Dehing, from which point 
water-carriage for about 100 miles is available down that river to the 
Brahmaputra. The quality of the coal is good. The outcrop lies high, 
and presents facilities for open working. A road to the Dehing is 
easily practicable. The deposits have been traced to be thirteen miles 
long, and may extend further, and the estimated marketable outturn 
of the beds is calculated at about 9,000,000 tons. 


436. The Jaipur beds, which lie along the foot of the Tipam Hills 


on their western face close to Jaipur, are also very extensive. As far as 
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they have been traced, they extend for fifteen miles, and the estimated 
marketable outturn is 10,000,000 tons. But the quality of the coal is 
not so uniformly good as in the Makum beds. That nearest the Dehing 
river is of the soft description, and, as it all lies below the general level, it 
would be somewhat more expensive to work. The part of the beds 
nearest the Dehing River is of excellent quality; but the rapids in that 
river present formidable obstacles to navigation. 


437. Further south, are found the two beds of the Saffrai Valley 
and the Dikhu, immediately to the south of Nazird, which is some twelve 
miles distant. The coal in the Saffrai Valley lies below the level, and 
would require mining. River-carriage by the nearest stream is much 
impeded by shallows and rapids, and coal would have to. be transported 
by land over the adjacent low range of hills to reach the river. 


438. The field is 44 miles in oi ha and the estimated marketable 
outturn is 10,000,000 tons. The quality of coal is excellent. In the 
Dikhu beds, which are practically a continuation of those of the Saffrai 
Valley, the outcrop lies conveniently high for open workings. The river 
is not favourable for navigation. Rapids render it unnavigable for the first 
eight miles, and thence it is only practicable for large boats in the rain 
season. The distance by land, bewaiee is only thirty miles to the pane 
of the Brahmaputra, and, consequently, were any artificial means of 
communication, such as a rail or tramway, established, this would be 
the) most accessible of all the coal-beds. The estimated marketable 
outturn of this deposit is 750,000 tons. 


439. The two most southern of the coal-beds on the Jangi and 
Disai Rivers are both of smallarea. They are situated about twenty-five 
miles south-east of Jorhat, in the Sibs4gar district. The coal is of a poor, 
soft quality, and the rivers leading to the Brahmaputra are almost 
unnavigable. The latter field has, however, not n completely 
explored. 


440. Some small operations for coal-working have been conducted 
on late years by Mr. Hailey in the Makum field, and in the Dikhu Valley 
by the Assam Tea Company; but they are on a very small scale, and 
amount to little more than surface scratchings. 


441. Mr. Mallet sar ctorae the coal as of ane a a 7 
e soft description. e best coal is o 

Goan ofthe pper seam 8. homogeneous rachis with little or no cleat and 
without apparent lamination pineal It withstands the ravages of the 
weather well. Seams of: this coal are sometimes found which have 
been exposed for ages without any apparent injury. There is no appa- 
rent difference between a piece taken from the surface, and one taken 
from the interior of a quarry. It can be quarried in large, firm, hard 
blocks, which may be stored aiiy length of time. 


442. The soft coalsare very crumbly and sodden where exposed 
to the outer air. It is probable that in most cases these coals would be 
found to be of better quality lower down, and quite hard; but it is to 
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be feared that they would deteriorate by keeping. Their characteristic 
brittleness is due probably to the presence of ae and to excessive 
lamination, and sometimes to the crushing of the coal under pressure. 


443. The results of the assays of several descriptions of these 
coals, made by Mr. Mallet, are as follows :— 
Pyrites was found to exist in almost all, in 
varying quantities. Some appeared to possess it in objectionable propor- 
tion, but the best coals are almost completely free from it. Nearly all the 
hard coals were found to cake stronaly in the crucible, yielding a firm 
but sometimes tumid coke. The soft coals caked slightly, or not at all. 
Owing to the caking character of the Assam coals, the slack could be 
utilized by being converted into coke. For steam purposes, a mixture of 
coal and coke might be better than coal alone. 


Assays. 


444. The Assam coal compares favourably with the Raniganj coal, 
as shown by the following results of assays made by Mr. Mallet:— 


Fixed carbon. Volatile matter. Ash. 


Average composition of 27 Assam coals ... 60:0 36-2 3°8 
3 of 17 Raniganj coals 51:1 32°6 16:3 


445, The Assam coals, therefore, appear on an average to contain 
9 per cent. more carbon than the Raniganj coals, and less than one-fourth 
the amount of ash. The following may be taken as samples of the best 
class of coal from each of these fields respectively :— 


Fixed carbon, Volatile matter. <Asb. 


Telpung, four-foot seam, Dikhu Valley _... 66 32 2 
Sanktora seam, Raniganj ae ans 63°3 27°5 9-2 


446. Mr. Mallet also reported on the petroleum springs, many of 
which exist in and adjoining these coal-measures. He appears to be of 
opinion that, with improved facilities of communication with the Brahma- 
putra, these oil-springs may be worked successfully, in spite of antecedent 
failures. . 


447. The iron ore available in the neighbourhood appears to be not 
very extensive in amount, nor of good quality, while the scarcity of 
limestone would, Mr. Mallet says, render smelting operations on a large 
scale a matter of much difficulty. 


448. The pyritous shales found among these coal-measures might 
be used, in Mr. Mallet’s opinion, for the production of green vitriol and 
alum, and, if sufficiently large quantities were raised in working out the 
coal, the manufacture might be profitable. 


449. The results of these investigations are, the Chief Commissioner 
thinks, most satisfactory and encouraging, and his thanks are due to 
Mr. Mallet for his careful and scientific researches. 
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SECTION 5.—MANUFACTURES. 


459. Tea.—As many planters submitted no returns either for the 
year 1874 or the year 1875, the information contained herein is necessarily 
incomplete. This is mach to be regretted. ‘The returns asked for are 
simple and easily prepared, and the information to be gathered from 
them is of the greatest value, especially to persons engaged in the tea 
industry. The Chief Commissioner can quite understand the, perhaps 
natural, reluctance of many of the planters to give statistics concerning 
their gardens. But Colonel Keatinge has assured the planters that 
statistics of individual gardens a ould not be published,—that only the 
total outturn for each district would be entered in the Provincial state- 
ment. He is glad to say that this assurance has had some effect, as many 
. more gardens have submitted returns for 1875 than for 1874. 


451. The total area of waste land now held under different 
tenures, as returned by those planters who submitted statistics for 1875, 
is 966,303 acres, against 473,507 acres in 1874. Allowing for the 
inaccuracy of many of the returns, and making a fair addition for those 
gardens from whom no returns have been received, to the total area as 
obtained from the returns furnished, the area of the land taken up for 
tea in this Province may, with a certain approximation to correctness, 
be shown as below :-— 


== ROY toe a) Bee pee Pa a i a a a a —_ 


Area in acres. 





1874. | 1875. 
(1) Under Old Assam Rules of 1854 ... ...| 177,981 | 108,694 
(2) ,, ordinary leases ... ous eee ies 45,384 75,144 
(3) Purchased in fee-simple oe aus sek 172,828 192,961 
(4) Under old Assam Rules, but since redeemed to 229,802 239,994 
fee-simple. 

(5) On zemindari land aus ioe see ae 610 1,207 

Total...... 626,605 617,000 





452. Returns for 1875 were received from gardens comprising an 
area of 566,303 acres, out of a total area of 617,000 acres taken up; while 
in 1874 the total area of the gardens from which returns were received 
was 473,507 acres, out of a total area of 626,605 acres taken up. 


453. No fair comparison can, however, be made between the figures 
of the two years 1874 and 1875, because, as already stated, many planters 
who did not submit returns for 1874 submitted returns for 1875. 


454. Assuming that the statistics collected are correct for the 
a to which they relate, the following results are obtained. 
ut of an area of 566,303 acres returned in 1875, 257,735 acres, or 
45'5 per cent., are said to be fit for tea cultivation. No information on 
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this point was given for the year 1874. The proportion of land reported fit 
for cultivation in the different districts to the total area taken up is shown 
below :— 


Total area 


Fit for culti- 








taken up. vation. Percentage. 

Cachar 208,488 82,759 39-6 
Sylhet 28,412 11,177 39°3 
oflpara 1,207 907 751 
Kaémrup 17,815 5,374 30°1 
Darrang 67,020 40,629 60°6 
Nowgong 19,380 9,748 502 
Sibsagar 134,592 66,970 49-7 
Lakhimpur ... 89,389 40,171 449 
566,303 257,735 45°5 








455. The total area under cultivation at the close of 1874 was stated 
to be 79,272 acres, while the total area under cultivation at the close of 
1875 was returned as 95,249 acres, or 16°5 and 16°8 per cent. respectively 
of the total area of the gardens submitting returns. The percentage of 
clearance in both the years is, according to these figures, nearly the same; 
but there is reason to believe that the proportion in 1875 had considerably 
increased. 


456. According to the returns received, 13,616 acres were brought 
under cultivation in 1875, as compared with 9,632 acres brought under 
cultivation in 1874. 


457. The total outturn of tea during 1874 and 1875 was 15,106,779 
and 18,659,029Ib respectively ; and, as the area under cultivation 
was 79,272 acres and 95,249 acres respectively, the resulting average yield 
per acre comes out almost exactly the same for each year,—being 191fb 
in 1874, and 195tb in 1875. The close correspondence of the result 
would indicate that the average may probably be a reliable one. 


458. There were, at the close of 1875, 70,218 acres under mature 
plant out of the total area of 96,303 acres under cultivation, or 73°5 per 
cent.; but there are no data to show what area there was under mature 
plant at the close of 1874. 


459. According to the returns, there were 140 steam-engines at 
work in 1874, and 141L at work in 1875. The Deputy-Commissioner of 
Cachar is of opinion that some of the steam-engines in his district were 
left unworked during the year, as it does not pay to work an engine 
unless there is sufficient supply of leaf both at the beginning and at the 
end of the season. This was probably the case in the other districts also. 


460. Other leat ce a regard to the other manufactures 
of Assam, which have been described in Chapter I., Part IL.a., as of a 
very insignificant nature, there is nothing to record concerning either 
their progress or decline during this period. No returns are received 
concerning them. 


‘ 
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SECTION 6.—TRADE. 


461. See Part II.a., Chapter I., Section 7.—There is nothing of 
importance to record in this portion of the report from the information 
available, either with regard to the advance or diminution of trading 
operations in the Province. 


SECTION 7.—PUBLIC WORKS. 


462.. The actual expenditure of the Public Works Department on 
Provincial Services during the years 1874-75 and 1875-76, compared 
with the budget estimates, is given in the following table :— 


es 








1874-75. | 1875-76. 





Outlay. 





Ontlay. | Grant. 

















Civil Buildings............... 1,53,905 | 1,42,405 | 1,64,056 | 1,68,765 
Communications .........0.. 3,54,500 368,522 3,05,382 3,45,055 
Miscellaneous Public Im- 2,025 869 894 1,01 
provements. 
Total ...... §,10,430 5,11,796 4,70,332 §,14,830 
Establishment .cccc.sesseeees 214,938 2,00,554 2,65,305 2,60,351 
Tools and Plant ....cc.esee 18,250 29,104 27,000 26,401 
Profit and Loss .........cescee | eevee AZ )ecaeteee 1,032 
Increase of Stock .....cscesee | seveee 26,864 |  — ceeoee 20,448 
Suspense Balances ......... | ssecee | eneeee | wnt 23,769 
Total...... 7,43,618 7,68,330 | 762,637 8,46,831 


463. In addition to the expenditure incurred on roads from the 

Provincial assignments shown in the above table, grants-in-aid were made 
by the Chief Commissioner from Local Funds, amounting to Rs. 1,57,264 
in 1875-76. The expenditure has, however, notwithstanding this assistance, 
exceeded the grant in both years. This excess, so far as it has resulted 
from expenditure on works, is due to the vigorous prosecution of the 
trunk road connecting Assam to Bengal, and the cart-road from the 
Assam plains to Shillong. The early completion of these roads was 
deemed by the Chief Commissioner to be of the utmost importance, and 
the same limitation of expenditure was not so strictly applied in the 
rosecution of them that is usually necessary in order to keep within 
udget grants. An effort was made to collect all available labour for 
these roads; and it was believed that the whole of the labour that it 
would be possible to collect in the Province would not be in. excess of 
what the budget grants could provide for. The result has been, however, 
that the grants were exceeded, to the extent shown in the above table. 
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464. Of the buildings classed as Imperial, those required for the 
military are the authorized accommodation 


Military buillings and warks— allowed for four regiments of Native Infantry, 
Geveral condition of buildings ° ° eee . “. 
aid roads: which is the force stationed in Assam ; and this 


was in a great measure complete before the sepa- 
ration of the Provinee. The head-quarters of the regiments are at 
Gauhati, Dibrugarh, Shillong, and Silchar ; and there are detachments 
at Nowgong, ‘Teqpur, Goldghit, Sadiva, Jowai, and Dikrang ; and out- 

rosts, temporarily stockaded, at P abamukh, Alinagar, and Jirimukh, 

The buildings are mostly ‘of a permanent character. The hospital at 
Silchar is a temporary building, and the rifle-range at that station is 
still incomplete. A range was in course of construction in 1874, but was 
stopped at the instance of the military authorities. It was being made 
600 yards long, in common with all the other ranges in Assam, when 
it was decided to increase the length to 800 vards. This was "found 
practicable at all other stations, though with difficulty in two instances. 
But at Silchar it was considered necessary to take up a fresh site, and a 
suitable one could not be found, and it has lately been decided to 
complete the range first commenced. 


465. The expenditure on military works is chiefly confined to 
minor works of improvement, such as metalling cantonment roads, 
sinking wells, and other sanitary requirements. 


466. Amongst buildings required for the other Imperial services, 
Post-offices are fairly provided for. Permanent 
buildings exist at Dhubri, Goalpara, Gauhati, 
Nowgong, Sibsagar, Dibrugarh, and Shillong. Those at Sibsagar 
and Dibrugarh have thatched roofs, which should be renewed with 
uninflammable material when funds are available. At Tezpur, Svlhet, 
and Silchar, the present accommodation is temporary, and all inter- 
mediate roadside oftces are also temporary. The Telegraph Depart- 
ment has as yet no permanent otlices in Assam. 
Provision was made for beginning a perma- 
nent building at Gauhati; but, in view of the extension of the telerraph 
to Dibrugarh, rendering alarcer office necessary at Gauhati, and for 
other reasons, the w ork was postponed. 


Post-offices. 


Telegraph-offices. 


467. The buildings classed as Provincial are in a far less sat!s- 
factory condition. The jails at Cachar, Shillong, 
and Goalpara are merely enclosures of bamboo 
palisading, surrounding buildings of the most temporary character. The 
Svlhet Jail, which is the largest : and most important one in the Province, 
has permanent buildings and a brick sur rounding-wall, but is altogether 
deficient in accommodation, now that prisoners are no longer transferred 
to the Bengal Jails as a matter of routine. The Gauhati Jail has had a 
great part of its surrounding-wall destroyed by an earthquake, and the 
buildin gs in it are of very inferior construction. Those at Tezpur, 
Nowgong, Sibsigar, and Dibrugarh are enclosed with brick walls, and 
the buildings are tolerably good; ‘but in all the ground-plans are defec- 
tive, and the prisoners’ wards are thatched buildings. All the lock-ups 


Provineial buildings.—Jails. 
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in the Province are quite temporary structures, usually of mat and 
bamboo. Although much of the Chief Commissioner’s attention has 
been given to the subject of improving the jails, and many projects 
have been under consideration, the want of funds prevented anything 
beng done during the years under report, except small works of an 
urgent nature. 


468. The court-houses at Cachar, Sylhet, and Shillong are perma- 
nent buildings, with uninflammable roofs. But 
increased accommodation is urgently wanted at 
Sylhet. At Dibrugarh, a fine new permanent court-house, which was 
commenced as long ago as 1866, was completed and occupied in 
September, 1875. The old thatched cutcherry at that station was burnt 
down in April, 1872, and the one at Sibsagar was similarly burnt 
down in October, 1875. The latter is now being re-built. The courts 
are temporarily housed in one of the jail buildings. The court-houses 
at Goalpéra, Gauhati, Tezpur, and Nowgong are all thatched, and 
experience has proved that there is much risk of their being burnt. 
They must have new roofs as soon as funds 
can be provided. The treasury and record- 
rooms at all these stations are, however, in separate permanent build- 
ings, placed near the cutcherries. A new semi-permanent court-house 
has been completed at Tura. The Judge’s 
court at Sylhet is an old permanent building, 
which affords but indifferent accommodation. Complaints have been 
received of the state of the record-rooms, and it will be necessary to 
make the improvements that have been asked for as soon as funds can 
be found. At Gauhati, the Judge’s court is conveniently accommodated, 
but in a thatched building. 


Court-houses. 


Yreasury and Record-rooms. 


Judges’ Courts. 


469. At Shillong the following buildings 


aio ot have been completed from the eee grant of 


one lakh of rupees given by the Viceroy :— 
Residence for Chief Commissioner .. Rs. 26,180 
Printing-office Ses Seiad «+» 5, 15,880 
Post-office “aie sis sis 6,417 


The new court-house for the Deputy-Commissioner and the church is 
Well advanced, and the ofhces for the Public Works Department have 
n commenced. 


470. At Sylhet, a building belonging to the Welsh Mission was 
purchased for use as a circuit-house, but it has 
not yet been paid for. At Gauhati, the portion 
of the building formerly occupied by the office of the Commissioner of 
Assam has been converted into a circuit-house. At Cachar, Dibrugarh, 
Sibsdgar, Nowgong, Tezpur, and Cherra Poonjee, circuit-houses exist, 
but there is none at Goalpara. 


471, The usual complement of sub-divisicnal buildings is provided 

at all the existing sub-divisional stations in the 

J Assam Valley, vz., Dhubri, Barpetaé, Mangaldai, 

orhét, Golaghat, North Lakhimpnr, and Jaipur, but the buildings are all 
11.B—12 


Circnit-houses. 


Sab-divisional Civil Buildings. 
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thatched, and residences are wanting at Golaghat and Barpeté. Most 
of these buildings have been either built or considerably improved in the 
last four years. In the Surma Valley a bungalow for the sub-divisional 
officer has just been completed at Hailakandi, in the Cachar district; but 
nothing was done during the period under review towards opening the 
new sub-divisions so urgently required in the Sylhet district. The 
erection of temporary sub-divisional buildings at Sunamganj has since 
been commenced. 


472. The police buildings are, with a few exceptions, all of a 
temporary description throughout the Province. 
A new thannah and magazine were built at 
Gauhati during the period under report. 


Police Buildings. 


473. The only building used as a charitable dispensary, that is 
maintained by the Public Works Department, is 
the one at Gauhati. At Tezpur, an experimental 
Lunatic Asylum was built by the Public Works Department in 1873. 
The roofs are all of thatch, and the only permanent buildings in it are a 
small hospital, two padded cells, and some wells, the remainder being 
temporary. The Asylum is now in use, and there have been more claims 
for admission to it than was at first anticipated. The institution will, 
therefore, in course of time have to be re-built in a more substantial 
manner. 


Medical. 


474. During the last ten years the improvement effected in the 
communications in Assam, both by land and 
water, has been very great. In 1866, the project 
of making a connected trunk road through the Province had just been 
started. The circumstances of that time were such that the project was 
conceived on a much larger scale than it has since been possible to carry 
out. The tea industry had just taken root, and had been forced into a 
too early and exuberant growth, which caused it for a time to collapse. 
But, while its early growth lasted, the Assam Trunk Road was begun, 
with the design of making it a first-class metalled and embanked 
highway, twenty-four fect wide, and aligned in a manner that should 
render it possible to convert it at any time into a railway. The first 
result of this conception was that more attention was paid to altering 
and trimming the existing roads to suit a railway alignment than to 
extending communications on their old bases. Many old roads which, 
if they had been maintained and improved, would have answered all 
practical purposes to the present day, were abandoned, and new roads 
were started on the model of railways. When the cost of the 
project came to be counted up, and stock taken of the means existing 
in the Province for carrying it into execution, the idea of a railway 
formation for the trunk road was given up, and orders were issued 
to continue work on the smaller scale of a sixteen-foot top width. 
This was in 1868, and towards the close of the following year the 
financial crisis occurred, when a summary restriction was placed upon 
all expenditure. The total average expenditure on Public Works in 
Assam of the four years, 1870-71 to 1873-74, on all heads, was reduced 
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to about half that of the previous four years, 1866-67 to 1869-70, while 
the sum spent on roads in the same period was reduced to one quarter. 
The roads have continued, however, to be improved, but the improvement 
has of necessity been built on the old routes, without attempting to go on 
with all the more ambitious projects of former years. Sines the 
restriction placed on expenditure in 1870, the policy adopted has been to 
connect the fragmentary portions of made road that fell on the through 
route into a continuous trunk road, and to extend it towards the Bengal 
frontier. All such extensions of road over new ground were placed on 
a permanent alignment, but made of the smallest section that would suit 
the traffic. Till lately, there was no wheel-traffic in Assam; people 
travelled on foot or on horseback, and the mails were carried by runners. 
It sufficed, therefore, to open the roads as bridle-roads eight feet wide in 
the first stance, and they have been subsequently gradually widened 
and bridged, and raised above flood-level. Now there is a considerable 
amount of cart-traffic over many parts of the Trunk Road, and in another 
year or two it will be possible to anne a cart from Bengal to the extreme 
end of Assam. Temporary accommodation for travellers has been 
provided along the road at all halting-places, and shops opened for the 
sale of food. Steps have been taken to move the police-posts to the 
road, and patrols have been established. During the dry weather of the 
two years under report, a steam ferry was sind over the Brahmaputra 
at Dhubri, where the traffic from Northern Bengal crosses the great 
river into Assam. The traffic at this ferry is shown in the following 
lable. The increase, it will be observed, is very satisfactory :— 

















1874-75. | 1875-76. 
Persons | Cattle. | Persons Cattle. 
Up sh gia: eae A? lease 27,279 17,444 
Down vie fll epee. 1 ewes 26,044 71 
Total... 34,634 10256. 53,508 ‘eis. 





But the road is only used as yet by cattle-dealers, elephant-catchers, 
coolies for tea-gardens, pilgrims, &c. The goods traffic of Assam is all 
carried by the trading steamers on the Brahmaputra. 


475. During the two years under report, the hill cart-road from 
Gauhati to Shillong, pe al miles long, was 


ee almost completed. The lower part of the road 

had been previously opened as a bridle-road on cart-road gradients, and 

had only to be widened and bridged. The upper half of the road has 

n almost entirely re-aligned in these two years. When complete, this 

toad will, it is believed, bear favourable comparison, as regards gradients 

anda minimum of loss in distance and ascents and descents, with any 
road in India. 
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476. In November, 1875, a tonga service twice a week and a daily 
cart service were started on the road from Gauhiati to the half-way house 
at Nungpo, where a new staging-bungalow has been built. The cart 
service has since been, and the tonga service shortly will be, extended 
through to Shillong. 


477. Inthe Surma Valley, the Provincial road from Sylhet to 
Cachar has not been gone on with as a work of 
original construction. Itruns along the bank of 
the Surma River, which is alwavs navigable for large boats, and, during 
the rainy season, for commercial steamers also. Owing to its proximity to 
the river, and the total absence of any means of land-carriage, there is 
but little traffic on the road. Itisa disconnected line, serving no through 
trafhe, and not passing through tea-gardens. There is no cart-traffic at 
all in either the Sylhet or Cachar district, and it has occurred to the 
Chief Commissioner that this road may not be of sufficient importance 
to warrant the appropriation of much money to it. In the present 
condition of our finances, it may be accepted as in a sufficiently complete 
stale for present requirements; and that all that is necessary is to main- 
tain it in good practicable order as a riding-road, and effect such im- 
yrovements as can be gradually done in the course of annual repairs. 
I'he course to be pursued in future can be fully considered, when there 
is some prospect of being able to devote money for the completion of the 
work, according to the original sanctioned design. 


478. There are about 2,000 miles of local roads in Assam, which are 
pions maintained by District Road Committees from 
" the fund mentioned in Section 7, Chapter IIT, 
Part IT.a. of the report. These are for the most part merely fair-weather 
roads, and the work done on them is only that of maintenance. Except in 
Kkamrup and Cachar, there is practically no executive establishment 
miaintained for road work. The money is usually distributed to planters, 
who are willing to undertake the repair of the roads in their own neighbour- 
hvod, in which they are interested. Asa rule, up to the present time, the 
Road Committees have not evinced much self-reliance or independency of 
action in directing the expenditure entrusted to them, or in suggesting 
means for raising money for local wants. But there are some excep- 
tions, notably the Cachar Committee. The system is, however, in its 
infancy, and there is every reason to hope that in course of time, District 
Committees will take a proper interest in managing local roads. 


Bylhet and Cachar Trunk Road. 


479. In the early part of 1874, asa result of much previous corres- 
pondence, a Committee was appointed at Calcutta 
by the Government of India to consider the best 
means of improving the steamer communications on the Brahmaputra. 
Under the instructions issued for its guidance, the Committee called for 
and received tenders for a subsidized service, and submitted its recom- 
mendations; but, ultimately, the Government of India decided, on financial 
considerations, to take no action to further the project. The public 
discussion of the subject, consequent on the proceedings of the Commit- 
tec has, however, becn productive of some good, in causing the steamers 


River steamers. 
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to ran with punctuality. Steps have also been taken to improve the 
means of communication between the steamer anchoring-stations and 
the mainland, and to provide temporary shelter for travellers waiting 
the arrival and departure of steamers. An accelerated passenger service 
from Calcutta to es Assam is, however, as great a desideratum as 
ever for the development of the Province. The Chief Commissioner 
recorded the following memorandum on this subject on the 7th Novem- 
ber, 1874, and the further experience he has gained up to the present 
time has confirmed the views therein expressed :— 


Memorandum by Covone. R. H. Keatinag, 0.8.1, V.C., Chief Commissioner of 
Assam, on the Steamer Service required to improve communication between Assam 
and Calcutta,—dated Shillong, the 7th November, 1874. 

THERE is a very considerable goods traffic between the places named, and a 
very large number of cvolies go and come; but the passengers of a superior class 
are very few, because the loss of time in transit is now so great that no man of 
business, and but very few pleasure-seekers, can afford to make the journey. Tea- 
planters and officials who are forced to travel, go in company with the heavy goods, 
and wait for days whilst these are embarked and landed. ; besides which, travellers 
who reach Upper Assam, are liable to be detained ten days or a fortnight, waiting 
for a steamer to take them home. 


I have now considered this subject for several months, and have come to the 
conclusion that it is better for Government not to interfere in the matter of goods 
traffic ; it is developing rapidly, and the less it is interfered with, or forced on to 
the railway, the better. Most tea-planters prefer that their tea, once put upon the 
deck of the steamer in Upper Assam, should go round by water to Calcutta 
without movement; and generally for the staple articles of Assam trade,—tea, 
tea-lead, tea-boxes, salt, and rice,—great expedition is not required. I do not 
believe that a single person is deterred from opening a tea-garden in Assam from 
the difficulty of getting his stores up or his tea down-stream; but I have reason 
to think that numbers of rich men refuse to invest their money in Assam, because 
they cannot possibly afford the time necessary for even an occasional visit of 
inspection. hilst the same time is occupied in a journey to Dibrugarh as to 
London, Calcutta merchants will not visit Upper Assam. I have no fear for the 
development of the goods traftic: commercial steamers only began to ply ten years 
ago; at first they worked at a loss, now they get good profits; and as the earnings 
increase, we may count on rival boats starting. 


2. There is, however, as yet no prospect of any person putting on a service 
of boats that would represent the express passenger train on a railway line. 


To secure this should be the object of Government expenditure. Without 
sid it will not be attempted by individuals, as it will be unprofitable in the 
commencement; and until there is a regular express service, the passenger traffic 
cannot develop. 

3. We must not lose sight of the fact that the Assamese do not trade on a 
large scale. All the traders and merchants in the country are foreigners—men 
who come and go to their own homes as frequently as their means permit. Tea is 
grown and exported by Europeans; whilst the grain, opium, and salt trade is in 
the hands of Marwaries, locally called Kayeas. 


The European comes from London to Calcutta in twenty-five days, and it 
frequently takes him the same time to reach Dibrugarh from the latter city. The 
Marwarie may now come from his home to Calcutta in four days with ease, whilst 
he can seldom make the journey between Calcutta and Dibrugarh in less than 
twenty days. The accelerated journeys west of Calcutta have been made possible 
by Government aid, and without it Assam cannot possibly enjoy the same 
advantages as the rest of India. 

I am confident that the trade and prosperity of the country will augment in 
proportion as we give the foreign capitalist facility for visiting the Province and 
seeing personally to his own interests. 
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4. All that is done now should be done with a view to the eventual 
establishment of a daily express service, running on during the early part of 
the night, when the atmosphere is comparatively clear. 


To secure the commencement of such a service, all arrangements should tend 
to discourage the conveyance of heavy merchandise by the new line of steamers; 
such goods must cause delay at stations, and will make it impossible to run at 
night. 

Whether running through the night is or is not practicable, remains to be 
tested : certainly, the lighter and smaller the boats, the more likely they are to 
succeed in so dvuing. A very light boat, carrying little else than passengers, could 
be easily got off in case of running aground at night, whilst a larger boat would 
remain fixed for many hours, probably until daylight. 


5. Iam therefore of opinion that Government should endeavour to secure a 
service, which should give the following accommodation :— 


Four first-class passengers. 

Eight second-class passengers. 

One hundred third-class passengers. 

Four horses. 

Two two-wheeled carriages. 

‘Ten tons (270 maunds) of parcels or valuable merchandise, besides 
the personal luggage of the passengers, and the bazaar goods 
carried by the local third-class travellers. 


The draft should never exceed three feet; two-and-a-half feet would be 
preferable. 


The speed should be fifteen miles through the water, which, I have reason to 
believe, can be easily obtained. 


I have prepared an approximate time-table of the journey up and down, which 
I have calculated at eleven miles an hour up-stream and fifteen down-stream over 
the ground ; the time occupied is five days from Goalundo to Dibrugarh, and three 
and-a-half days on the return journey. 


At each station there should be a mooring, to obviate the delay of getting in 
the anchor; and where there is not a permanent bank, and a bungalow and a serai 
could not be erected, a comfortable decked-flat should be provided, with waiting 
accommodation, for passengers. The vessels should be coaled every night from 
coal distributed at the stations by vessels of another clags. 


No attempt should be made to carry the letter mails until a daily service was 
established, and the possibility of running at night placed beyond doubt. 


6. Large weekly fairs are held all through Assam. The line now proposed 
would connect most of the stations, and would act as a ferry between them. Our 
experience of the development of third-class passenger traffic in the rest of India 
warrants the conclusion that, with regularity and moderate fares, the people would 
use the line extensively. 

7. Upto the present point of this discussion—as long as it was proposed 
that the aided service should also carry merchandise—I have strongly urged that 
we should look to private enterprise to organize and carrying it out. With more 
matured views I doubt the soundness of that conclusion. I am now of opinion 
that a mere passenger service could be better and more cheaply originated by 
Government than through the agency of any private Company. 


The service should be worked as a trunk line. The district roads should be 
projected to feed and assist it. Temporary roads should each season be made to 
connect the landing stations with the permanent bank, and the whole Civil 
Adininistration of the Province should be educated to regard it as a leading feature 
of our executive administration, and to work as one body for its development and 
extension. 


It is probable that, when the Northern Bengal State Railway is opened to 
Rangpur, it may be desirable to change the river terminus of the passenger boats 


. 
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from Goalundo to some place much ya up the stream,—to make the service, 
in fact, a continuation of the Northern Bengal State Railway, aut as it would be 
in the commencement a continuation of the Eastern Bengal Guaranteed Railway. 
Such changes will be very difficult to negotiate, if we once place the matter beyond 
the limits of direct Government control. 


8. I have not attempted to arrive at the cost of such a service, as I have no 
reliable data, and lack the special knowledge necessary. I desire only to bring 
forward my strong conviction that we shall serve the Province best by providing 
express passenger boats, leaving the goods traffic to be carried independently. 

480. The project of improving the Surmé River so as to admit of 
steamers going up to Sylhet in the dry weather, 
as well as in the rains, was re-opened and dis- 
cussed, and a further examination made of the shoals. But no definite 
conclusion was arrived at as to the acct of carrying out the 
work, An application was received from the Secretary to the India 
General Steam Navigation Company to clear some of the smaller rivers 
in Upper Assam of snags, so as to render them navigable by small 
steamers; and similar applications have been made by tea-planters both 
in Upper Assam and Cachar. Grants from Local Funds have in one 
instance been made for this purpose. The question will become of 
pressing importance in time. The Chief Commissioner has issued 
orders for the improvement of the towing-paths on the Surma. 


481. Surveys were commenced, under the direction of the Engineer- 
in-Chief of the Northern Bengal State Railway, 
for an extension-line from that line into Assam, 
which it is proposed to carry from Rangpur, by the north bank of the 
Brahmaputra, to Goalpara. This line, if constructed, would connect to 
the densely-populated districts of Upper Bengal many thousands of 
miles of almost uninhabited land in Assam, where the rains never fail, 
and famine has never been known. 


482. During the cold weather of 1875-76, the Chief Commissioner 
personally examined the coal-fields on the Dikhu River, which had been 
reported on by Mr. Mallet, of the Geological Department. Colonel 
Keatinge submitted proposals to Government for a short line of railway 
from the coal-field to the bank of the Bramaputra, at the mouth of the 
Disang River. The Government of Iudia has since sanctioned a pro- 
fessional survey of the line. 


River Improvements. 


Railways. 


Post-oOFFICE. 


_ 483. The Postal Department of Assam was formed into a separate 
circle at the beginning of 1874. 


484. The number of post-offices and other establishments for the 
delivery of letters shows a considerable increase, 


roe ere as exhibited in the following statement :— 
Existing on the 1st April, 1874. 

Post-offices. Letter- boxes. Rural messengers. Total. 
38 5 11 54 
Existing on the 31st March, 1876. 

Post-offices. Letter-boxes, Rural messengers. Total. 
7 13 57 140 


485. It will be seen that in the space of two years, thirty-two new 
post-offices were opened, and forty-six additional rural messengers 
employed. 
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486. Rural messengers are a better class of peons employed to 
deliver letters, &c., beyond the limits of the usual beat of the ey 
peon. They not orly deliver covers, but also collect covers for despatch, 
and sell postage-labels. In Assam, they have proved most usefal to 
tea-gardens and villages situated at long distances from the nearest 
post-offices. 


487. Runners are employed throughout Assam for the conveyance 

of the mails ; but, during the rainy season, owing 

Mail-carrying establishment’ == to the want of roads and the inundated state 

of the country, boats are required throughout the Sylhet district, and 
on many branch lines in Assam. 


isting’ ea te 488. The statement given on the margin 
31st April, 1874 .. 1,265 miles. gree the mileage over which mails are carried. 
Existing on the : ‘ 

Slst March, 1876 1,401 _,, is does not include the lines served by 


Increase .. 186 ,  Zemindari runners. 


a 489. The country along the north bank of 
the Brahmaputra, including a great portion of the Goalpara, Kamrip, 
and Lakhimpur districts, and the whole of the Darrang district, is very 
deficient in postal arrangements. At the close of last year, there were 
only six post-offices in a tract over 400 miles in length, and about 
50 miles in width. The reason for this is thesmall and scattered 
population, the ignorance of the people, the absence of roads, and the 
extent of dangerous jungle. 


490. Steps have, however, recently been taken to open, experi- 
mentally, though at considerable cost, a few small post-offices at some of 
the populous villages in the north of Kamrup. Should the experiment 
prove successful, not only will these post-offices, which are now in 
charge of petty schoolmasters, be permanently retained on a_ better 
working footing, but new ones will be opened at every place where 
there is a prospect of their ultimately becoming self-supporting. 


491. Parcel mails are also carried by runners; but the very great 
increase in weight, and the difficulty of carrying 
bulky articles, many of which are insecurely 
packed, over hundreds of miles of bad roads, with innumerable 
unbridged rivers to cross, and other risks, have recently necessitated 
the conveyance of the heavy portion of the banghy mail between 
Goalundo and Gauhati by commercial steamers. By this arrangement, 
108 miles of mail-cart and 266 miles of runners’ lines, with the con- 
sequent exposure attendant on such a rough mode of carriage, are 
avoided. e scheme was first tried as an experiment at the beginning 
of last year, and, as it proved successful it has been adopted more 
extensively during the rains. The only drawback is, that the river 
route takes a little longer time than the land route ; but, as it secures 
the safety of the parcels, which no amount of precaution can ensure 
by the land journey, its introduction is a decided improvement. 


492. The number of covers delivered through the post-office shows 
a very slight increase, in spite of the large extension of postal facilities. 
The number of letters delivered amounted to 1,700,265 in 1874-75, 
whilst in 1875-76 it amounted to 1,723,738, an increase of a little over 
one per cent., as will be seen froin the foliowing comparative statement: — 


Parcel-mails. 
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493. The revenue from unpaid correspondence for the same period 
has risen from Rs. 31,945 to Rs. 35,920, a little over 10 per cent. 


494. The sale of postage-labels (not including service labels), which 
represents the export correspondence of the Province, is more satisfac- 
tory. In 1873-74 the proceeds amounted to Rs. 43,715, in 1874-75 
they rose to Rs. 51,276, and in 1875-76 they came up to Rs. 58,348, 
representing an increase of over 17 and 13 per cent., respectively. 


495. Tho sale of service postage-labels is also increasing. From 
Rs. 12,857 in 1873-74, the proceeds rose to Rs. 14,797 in 1874-75, and to 
Rs. 15,816 in the following year. 


496. Three publications, including the Assam Gazette, were 

Publications registered in Tegistered in 1874-75 in the office of the Chief 

Agsam, Inspector. In 1875-76, six new vernacular 
publications were added to the list. 


497. In 1874-75, twenty-one persons were prosecuted for various 

Tistentahe. Jee cotineer OFENCCE: be these, fifteen were post-office 
aguinst the Pust-oflice Act. servants, and five were senders of letters, found 
guilty and punished for affixing service labels or defaced private labels 
on letters posted by them. 


498. In 1875-76, cighteen persons were prosecuted,—twelve 
were post-office employ és, two were senders of letters punished for affixing 
defaced labels, and one person was sentenced to five years’ imprison- 
ment for fraudulently getting possession of a Saale letter. 


499. In Sylhet and Godlpara, which are Regulation districts, the 
Zemindari Dik Act (VIII. (B.C.) of 1862) has 
been brought into operation, and a suitable sum 
has been set apart for the entertainment of a local postal establishment, 
the main object of which is the conveyance of police and revenue 
despatches. 


District post. 


500. In Sylhet, this local post is under the management of the 
General Post-oftice. In 1874-75, it consisted of ten district post-offices, in 
charge of pound-keepers, and of twenty-two mail lines, extending over 
436 miles of road. In 1875-76, two of the largest district post-offices 
were converted into Imperial ones, and two new district post-offices 
were opened ; so that at the close of the year the number of district 
offices was the same as at the beginning. Owing to the steady extension 
of the General Post-office at every place of importance, where it is likely 
to be self-supporting, it is probable that before long the district d&k of 
Sylhet, except in very remote and insignificant places, will be 
represented entirely by the road establishment, and that the money now 
expended in keeping up district post-offices will be used in improving 
the mail lines, which at present, for want of funds, are very inefbcient. 


501. A great drawback to the improvement of the rural post in 
Sylhet is the necessity for employing boats for the five or six months in 
the year, during which the whole country is much under water. The 
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only means of keeping up communication between villages is by boats, 
and this adds considerably to the expense. 


502. In Godlpara, the Deputy-Commissioner has still the manage- 
ment of the district dak. The working arrangements are similar to those 
which obtained under the administration of the Bengal Government. 
As the system works unsatisfactorily, a proposition fas recently been 
made by the Chief Inspector of Post-offices, pointing out the present 
defective arrangements, and recommending the transfer of the manage- 
ment to the Postal Department. This transfer has since been partially 
carried out. 


503. In Kamrup, and other districts of Assam Proper, the Zemindari 
Dak Act is not in force, and no money is available for dak purposes. 
Where the Imperial post does not exist, police despatches are carried by 
constables specially deputed for the purpose. In some districts, the 
police, as a favour, receive private letters from the post-office at the 
sudder station, and carry them to the several thannahs ; but, as they do 
not profess to deliver them to the owners, the letters are allowed to lie 
at the thannahs till the addressees choose to call for them ; and, if not 
delivered within a certain number of days, the letters are returned to the 
post-office unclaimed. 


504. In Darrang, the police receive a few letters for distribution in 
the north of the district ; but, as this system works unsatisfactorily, rural 
messengers are now employed at Tezpur and Bisnath for the delivery 
and sollachion of covers within a radius of twenty miles. It is intended 
shortly to open a small branch post-office north of Tezpur, and a similar 
office at the Nalbdri thannah, in the Mangaldai sub-division. 


505. In Nowgong and Sibsdégar the police render no assistance what- 
ever to the Postal Denartment n these districts, small Imperial post- 
offices are established at the chief centres of trade, and rural messengers are 
employed, who visit the adjoining villages and tea-gardens on fixed 
days. This arrangement is being gradually extended. In Nowgon 
there are now six mofussil post-offices, of which four are new offices, an 
within the last two years six rural messengers have been employed. In 
Sibsagar, there are ten mofussil post-offices, of which three are new 
offices, and six rural messengers are employed. 


506. In Lakhimpur, the police deliver letters at the large village of 
Dhaku& Khana, and clear the village letter-box. Beyond this, they 
render no assistance to the Postal Department, under whose management 
is the entire rural post of the district. Two new _ post-offices were 
established at important places in the district in October, 1874, and 
October, 1875, respectively, and three rural messengers are employed. 
Previous to the establishment of these new post-offices, there were only 
four post-offices in the district. 


TELEGRAPHS. 


507. In the year 1874-75 there were 356°63 miles of telegraph line, 
extending from Cooch Behar to Silchar. Within these limits were one 


. 
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second-class and five third-class offices. In consequence of the breaking 
down of the Brahmaputra cable, a temporary office was opened on the east 
bank of that river, opposite Dhubri, as it was necessary to cross messages 
by boat, pending the laying down of a fresh cable. No new offices 
were opened or closed during the year. The total amount realized in 
that year on messages sent from Assam was Rs. 20,353-10. 


508. In the year 1875-76, the survey for a new line, 255 miles 
in length, extending from Gauhati to Dibrugarh, along the valley of 
the Brahmaputra, and connecting several tea-gardens and other places 
of importance, was completed. The work of laying down the line is to be 
carried out during the cold season of 1876-77. But no actual extension 
of the telegraph lines took place during the year, nor was there any 
change made in the number or classification of the permanent offices. 


509. In January, 1876, the laying of the cable across the 
Brahmaputra at Dhubri was accomplished, and direct communication 
re-established. 


510. The total amount realized on messages despatched from Assam 
during 1875-76 was Rs. 18,625-6, showing a falling off of Rs. 1,728-4, 
as compared with 1874-75. 


511. Several cases of theft of straining-screws on the Sylhet-Cachar 
section occurred during thislastyear. If these continue, it will probably 
be necessary to put in force the provisions of Section 16 of the Indian 
Telegraph Act,—lI. of 1876. 
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CHAPTER V. 


REVENUE AND FINANCE. 


A.—IMPERIAL REVENUE anp FINANCE. 


512. The following is an abstract of the accounts of the Province 
for the two years, 1874-75 and 1875-76 :— 


1874-75. 






































Head of Account. 
Receipta, Expenditure. Net receipts. [Net expenditure. 
1 2 | | 4 | & 
Rs, Be. Rs. 
Imperial Civil revenue and expenditure 55,18,480 85,338,050 19,85,430 whee 
Supplies to P. W. Department ........ 9,76,070 9,48,350 27,720 wees 
» to Telegraph Department .... 21,480 45,650 24,220 
» to Military Department..... ° 1,28,460 11 70 ,490 . 10,52,080 
Total * Imperial”... ....0. 66,44,440 56,987,540 9,46,900 
Provincial Services cccccccocccccecces 18,48,770 18,13,860 $4,910 ae 
Local and Municipal Funds .......+.. 6,564,540 2,96,060 8,658,480 nee 
Bills drawn and paid @e@eeeene eee eeene eeee eeee °e e 
Remittance transfer receipts.....ssee. 8,94,000 1,83,000 2,11,000 eke 
Supply-bills COREA Geveoneseoneovezeor 26,000 46,58,000 eooe 46,32, 
Cash remittances to and from other 86,05,000 3,68,000 $2,37,000 oe 
Governments,—coin and notes ...... 
Other debts and remittance accounts.. 44,09,600 41,67,700 2,41,800 
Total ..... eoooe | 1,75,82,250 1,71,84,160 see 
Cash Balance .......... 24,47, 800 28,45,890 aoee 
Grand Total ....... eee 2,00,30,050 2,00,80,050 
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1875-76. 
Head of Account. 
Receipta. Expenditure. Net receipts. |Net expenditure. 
6 | 7 | 8 9 
Rs. Ra. Rs. Ra. 
Imperial Civil revenue and expenditure 56,09,920 35,10,120 20,99,800 
Bupplies to P. W. Department ........ 12,48,050 11,982,770 55,280 ee 
» to Telegraph Department .... 21,090 42,230 21,140 
» to Military Department...... 1,42,140 9,94,050 851,910 
Total “Imperial’’....cseee 70,21,200 57,39,170 12,82,030 
Provincial Services ..csscccsccesceces 17,83,380 19,837,850 1,83,970 
Local and Municipal Funds ......e.s. 8,66,250 4,273,160 56,910 
Bills drawn and paid ....cccscccccees aes eee 
Remittance transfer receipts .....0.- 8,75,110 2,73,290 1,01,820 soaks 
Bupply-dills ..ccccccscccccsccsasccces 7,712,040 55,72,980 48,00,940 
Cash remittances to and from other . 
Governments,—coin and notes ...... 41,18,300 120 41,18,180 
Other debt and remittance accounts .. $2,33,300 80,59,280 1,74,020 
| 
Total ssccessess 1,76,69,580 1,70,05,860 
Cash Balance .......00. 28,45 ,890 85,10,120 
Grand Total .......... 2,05,15,470 2,05,15,470 


513. It will be observed that, although the net surplus revenue of 
the Province, after paying all charges of every description, was in 1874-75 
Rs. 9,46,000, and in 1875-76 Is. 12,82,000, large remittances were 
required to be sent into the Province to meet the requirements of the 
mercantile community, owing to the absence of any banking establish- 
ments. 


514. In 1874-75, a net remittance of Rs. 32,37,000 was received 
into the Province, while a sum of Rs. 46,58,000 was paid away by supply- 
bills. In 1875-76, the demand for drafts exceeded both the Assam and 
Bengal surplus, and certain treasuries were allowed to draw upon Calcutta 
at par in order to increase the funds for these bill operations. This 
plan was introduced late in the year, and Rs. 7,72,000 were thus 
raised. Cash remittances were received to the extent of Rs. 41,18,000, 
and supply bills paid to the extent of Rs. 55,72,000. 
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IMPERIAL Crviu REVENUE. 


515. In the following statement the Imperial Civil revenue of 
1875-76 is compared with that of 1874-75 :— 








Head of Revenue. 1874-75. 1875-76. Increase. | Decrease. 
Rs. Bs. Re. Rs. 

L.. Taand Revenn®. osiseeiceescccscas sesecescuececs 83,35,630 83,28,144 |  cecooe 6,886 
TID, PORCHES oes cece ce dnins wcaees eas eee koe eee ewe ae 65,950 1,07,302 41,352 |  ccccce 
IV. Excise on spirits and drugs ....cccesccceesces 18,78,690 14,14,561 BE8T1 | — cecces 

VY. A COXON Scie cucsyieacissvessesonusesee |. ~ 30 \-l-Seeseeee. |) Swemes 10 
DX SUOMI sss chnG ik aicidee eilwne cess ueeteccuesees 4,84,380 5,185,716 80,836 | wccoee 
Al, POS-OMCO:  eisicssgseeee cwiseweas bes dae waeeseces 98,610 1,09,435 10,825 | ceecee 
XT. Law and Justice .....cccccsccccccccccccccece 74,410 85,143 10,7338 | wceeee 
xV. LOTR: 6 i yd ae be See bebbes te dewseewneeseece-s 86,610 12,616 | § cecoee 22,994 
XVI. Receipts in ald of superannuations, &c. ...00- 5 8 B63 | neces 
XVII OUR Sain uivae'd va dneeeeete ces seeusece 44,770 86,120 |  .eseee 8,650 
Total ...cceccsece 55,18,480 | 656,09,920 90,440 | ...... 





The year 1875-76 thus contrasts favourably with the preceding year 
under almost every head, and shows a net increase of Rs. 90,000. 


916. Land Revenue-—Under “Land Revenue,” there is a falling off 
of Rs. 6,800, but this is apparent, not real. It is owing to an alteration 
in the mode of crediting the revenue of elephant mehals and royalty on 
captures, which has, however, since been countermanded. In 1875-76, 
a sum of Rs. 45,000 received on this account was treated as revenue of 
the Forest Department; while in the previous year this item was credited 
as “Land Revenue.” In 1874-75, a sum of Rs. 90,000 was received 
on account of sale of waste land, in excess of the revenue realized in 
1875-76. But for this exceptional receipt and transfer in account 
already referred to, there would have been an increase of Rs. 1,35,000 
in the ordinary land revenue of the Province. 


517. Forest.—Forest revenue showsan increase of Rs. 41,300; but, 
allowing for the transfer referred to under “Land Revenue,” there was 
really a trifling decrease under this head. 


518. Excise-—The excise revenue of Assam is a most important item 
ofreceipt. It roughly represents one-quarter of the total Imperial revenues 
of the Province, and, compared with other Provinces, produces an income 
largely out of proportion to the area and population of the tract. It is 
Principally derived from opium, as the following statement, showing the 
excise revenue for 1874-75 in other Provinces, will show:— 


£ 
Britioh: Barmah: ccsocss cvacesscsesveesecs cnccsnnes 140,655 
PSOAUL, isis dsedocdsncsaceusveesecesiaagsoucessstewans 137,869 
Central Provinces: 4cclivasssioncssanseccessedcxtee’ 128,629 
Pani ya De 2h6cc wenigeakondeawensuucvessatweauucaseecevers 97,685 


Oudh........ eis eas aa ates ae ate ; 73,047 
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The increase in this branch of the revenue during the period under 


review has amounted to 2} per cent., exhibiting an excess over last year’s 
receipts of Rs. 36,000. 


519. Stamps.—The revenue from the sale of stamps in 1875-76 
exceeded the same revenue by Rs. 31,000 in the previous year. The sale of 
court-fee stamps accounts for the greater part of the increase. 


520. Post-office.—The local revenue of this department .is on the 
increase, being Ks. 11,000 more in 1875-76 than in 1874-75. 


521. Law and Justice-—The increase of Rs. 11,000 in the income 
credited to “Law and Justice” is chiefly under magisterial fines. 


522. Interest.—The receipts under the head of “Interest” are solely 
on account of interest accruing on arrear payments of purchase-money 
for waste land grants. Heavy arrears were paid up in 1874-75, which 
accounts for the decrease of Rs. 23,000 in the receipt of interest on this 
account shown in the following year. 


523. Aiscellaneous.—The decrease of Rs. 9,000 in miscellaneous 
revenue is under the head of fees paid for survey expenses of waste lands, 
and is to be attributed to the temporary suspension of applications for 
grants, pending the introduction of new rules. 


524. The following table exhibits comprehensively the several items 
of Imperial revenue realized in 187 a and in 1875-76, and the charges 
debited against each head of income : 


1874-75. 





Charges against Income. 



































Gross Net Net 
Sources of Incume, oe | Allowances Charges 
Receipts. Refunds, (Charees of] and axsign- Total. Receipts. ; 
* Icollection./ments under 9 
treatics. 

Rs. Rs, Rs. Ras, Rs. Bs. Re. 
ate Revenue .. -» | 33,35,030 16,860 | 6,85,230 54,200 | 7,56,290 25 ,78,740 wercee 
Tribate ee ee oe | eweoeenes | eonsee ff eveves weeose | ev00 eeouvasve eoecoe 
Forests... 65.950 480 59,530 ai verte 60,010 940 ecceve 
Excise on spirits and 13,738,690 50 11,280 ecceee 11,330 13,67,360 ceccce 

drugs. 
Assessed taxes (income- 10 e@sveneoe eeeoeoee @eeeeoe eeoveee 10 2eeeee 
tax). 
Stamps ee oe ee 4,84 ,880 1,300 7,1 60 eecves 8,460 4,76,420 ecosee 
Post-office ee oe 98,610 seccee 1,25,100 evoces 1,25,100 e@eeoue 26,490 
Law and Justice a 74,710 11,9605 be ace | Aas 11,960 62,750 eccese 
Interest oe 85,610 eecece | cvenve e eo5eeee 8 | evsene 35,610 ecoese 
Receipts in aid of gnper- 520 | ..eeee eoecee eevee eecece ecccee 
annuation allowances, 
&c. 
Gainbyexchangeintran-| ....0. 0 | wee aaucee ene coves ececce 
sactions with London. 
Miscellaneous... “A 44,770 7,630 Saidies a ae ‘ 37,160 
Total of 1874-75 ..; 55,18,780 88 280 8,88,300 54,200 | 9,80,780 26,490 
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1875-76. 





ra | & 
3 Receipts. | § 
di Total. 2 
Fs 2 
@ 
Z 6” 
Land Ravenne ....0. socce 33,28,140 | 18,180 7,37,500 | 57,490 8,138,170 25,14,970 | ween 
OTEStS ....ceeelaes coeceee 1,07, 1,150 61,880 | .... 68,030 44,270 | woe 
Bxcise on spirite and drugs. . 14,14,560 960 11,190 wee 12,150 14,02,410 oece 
IDB ive eeeiea'es éveeeeeen §,15,720 1,460 9,080 cous 10,540 5,05,180 eves 
Post-offlce ....c.scsccecece 1,09,430 | .... 1,298,740 | .... 1,28,740 ae 19,810 
Law and Justice ..cccesee: 85,140 | 12,160 sees esos 12,160 72,980 aks 
Interest exeseeceorte 8 BO eweeanne 12,620 eeee eea2oe eeee @eee 12,620 eeee 
Receipts in aid of superannua- 
tions, &c. eeoeeeeeoreeesee eoce @eee eeoee @eea0e 880 eeee0e 
Miscellaneous ....2..scceese 86,120 9,220 sees wae 9,220 26,900 eeee 














43,130 9,48,390 | 67,490 | 10,49,010 | 45,80,210 | 19,310 
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525. Jn the subjoined statement the Imperial expenditure in 1875-76 
is compared with that in 1874-75 :— 








Head of Charge. 1874-75, 1875-76, Increase. | Decrease. 
Ra. Rs. Re. Rs. 
3. Interest on Service Funds and other obligations .. 2,060 2,660 600 eee 
% Refunds and drawbacks ...c.... eersese eerccccens 88,280 43,189 4,859 eececcce 
4 Land Revenne e@aeeeaoereosee vee stoeeeoeeeGeaeeeeuvueegenegn 6. 30 7,387,604 62,274 ee ee 
6. Forests eeeeeoereneanseeneeesesnene @eeeeGenteeoneenesns 59,530 61, 4 054 @ee ee 
6. Excise sicecaeseedeesd ecb eeele juweeeseeeaeer étewes 11,280 11,187 errr 93 
Thy “BROMO. caseee bade wvawiasassGaeanan evawen's abies 7,160 9,081 1,921 cece 
13. Post-office ... Covveveeceesccsce COeeerscccne 1,25,100 1,28,742 8,642 @ococe 
15. Administration ...cccccsccsccescccece Sucaaeete 1,60,870 1,66,342 5,472 |  cocese 
16. Minor De ONS wc cares oe OC ec eedesseccers 28,850 22,494 eecece 6,856 
17 Law and Justice @eneocone @oensvesever SGeeee@eeSerecode e 4,68 ,660 4,83,220 14,560 @eevenes 
19. Eccles eeecoasse @eeoccosveessee @avsve eecene 14,880 12,189 e@eooe 2,761 
20. Medical ......... se eeend cose cnheadaee suwes coe ee 52,780 57,418 4,638 | = ..ooee 
21. Political Agencies ......ccccccccscces iid wees wcns 80,870 19,803 eovexe 11,067 
72, Allowances and assignments ..........cccssccess 54,200 57,496 8,296 neweas 
4. Superannnations ........-. ieixae a aie cioeaes ree 80,000 83,178 8.178 | acces ; 
%. Miscellaneous .....0..sccceeees sion See UGhe eee sa 7,910 13,142 5,232 | wt cece 
31. Allotment for Provincial Services .....c.csesecees 17,55,120 16,60,711 eeaney 1,04,409 
Total ssccectcneces 85,382,780 85,10,180 | ...... 22,650 





526. Interest.—The charges for interest are solely for interest on 
“Saving Bank deposits.” These deposits are on the increase, and the 
charges for interest is an annually increasing one. The accounts of these 
deposits now stand as follows:— 

Re. rs 


Receipts in 1874-75, including balances transferred from 
Bengal books on the 1st April, 1874 ......sccccccsecseee 90,468 
Withdrawals in 1874-75 SCOKHHSESSHSESHHEHSHHHHOSOH SSeS eTeSEEEEESE 24,054 


66,414 





Balance on let April, 1875 COOOL OE SE EO OHEDEOE COORESHE ESO SERSERS 





u.B—14 


- 
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Re. 
Balance on Ist April, 1875........ dis Gaugnicawacsaewsaneeaswagehes 66,414 
Receipts in 1875-76 ..... sieldiginad oe eslossleNsisacesaeueseeedaeecesnes 49,075 

1,15,489 
Withdrawals in 1875-76 .......cccsscccssccssssccsccccsccscecesecs 37,520 
Balance on 31st March, 1876 ...... sieaheessabecdsuveuelseuatne os 77,969 





527. There were nine savings banks in the Province in 1874-75, 
and ten in 1875-76. There were 283 depositors (226 Natives and 57 
Europeans) in the former year, and 880 depositors (314 Natives and 60 
Europeans) in the latter year. 


528. Refunds.—The increase of refunds in 1875-76 is about 
ae divided between ‘“ Miscellaneous” and “ Revenue” refunds, and 
calls for little remark. The head is a fluctuating one. 


529. Land Revenue——The increase in the charges under “ Land 
Revenue” is attributable to the following causes:—-In 1875-76, con- 
siderable arrear payments were made on account of commission to 
mouzahdars. There were more officers employed in this year than 
in 1874-75, when the commission was in a transition state of formation. 
There were also new charges in 1875-76, on account of the re-settle- 
ment of the Jaintid pergunnahs, in the district of Sylhet, which was 
then commenced. It should be noted that the head of “‘ Land Revenue”’ 
is debited with a moiety of the salaries of the Deputy-Commissioners 
and their subordinates. This fact should be taken into consideration in 
comparing the charges of collection with the revenue realized, as the 
percentage of cost is thereby considerably enhanced, 


530. Forests.—The increased charge of Rs. 3,000 in 1875-76 is 
under, “ Conservancy and Works,” and is accounted for by “ purchases of 
rubber’ in the Garo Hills. The rubber has been sold, and the proceeds 
appear as “ Revenue.” 


531. Lacise-—The charges under “ Excise’ were about the same 
in both years, although there was an increase of revenue in 1875-76. 


532. Stamps.—During the year 1875-76 there was a change made 
in the mode of vending court-fee stamps, and the old plan of selling them 
through licensed vendors was reverted to. The discount allowed to 
these vendors, and the increased revenue, will account for the increased 
chargo of Rs. 1,921. 


533. Post-ofice.—The increased revenue of the Postal Department 
necessitated the inereased expenditure. In 1874-75, the Post-office in 
Assam absorbed all the revenue collected in the Province, and Rs. 26,490 
in addition. In 1875-76 the net charge was somewhat less, Rs. 19,310 
only, showing an improvement of Rs. 7,000. 
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934. Administration.—The increase in the charges of administration 
is due to additions to the establishments of the Chief Commissioner and 
Deputy-Accountant-General, which were not at their full strength in 
1874-75. 


535. Minor Establishment.—The decrease of Rs. 6,000 under the 
head of “ Minor, Departments” is chiefly under “Coal explorations,”’ the 
charges or which in 1874-75 exceeded those of 1875-76. 


536. Law and Justice.—The increase of Rs. 15,000 in the expendi- 
tare under the head of “ Law and Justice” is chiefly connected with 
“Criminal Courts.” There were more officers aainlbyed in 1875-76 than 
m 1874-75 ; the charge for travelling allowance was heavier; and so also 
was that for criminal process-servers. The administration of Law and 
Justice involved a net expenditure-in each year, as shown below :— 








1874-75. 1875-76. 
Rs. Rs. 
Gross Charge —....sssscecscsscccceccees 4,68,660 4,83,220 
Less Law and Justice— 
RECOI PIS eisscesesncsiccdeetanseseenacwe T4410 oe 85,140 __...... 
Court-fee stamps ............se008- 3,35,800 4,10,210 3,61,350 4,46,490 
NOt ChALQO i ieccscssssesscctesadsecsecies . “Weaite 58,450... 36,730 








The comparison is thus in favour of 1875-76. 


537. Lcclesiastical and Medical_—The decrease and increase in the 
charges of the Ecclesiatical and Medical Departments are accounted 
for by alterations in the gradation, rank, and pay of the officers on duty 
during the two years. ‘ 


538. Political Agencies.—Tho decrease under the head of “Political 
Agencies” is explained in a great measure by charges in 1874-75 on 
account of the Duffla blockade. These charges in the year named were 
adjusted as political expenditure. In the following year, when a military 
expedition was sent into the Duffla Hills, under the command of the 
Brigadier-General of the North-East Frontier, the charge was debited to 
the Military Department. 


539. Superannuation.—The increase of Rs. 3,000, under “Superan- 
nuation pension charges’’ is accounted for by new pensions and transfers 
from other Provinces. 


540. Miscellaneous.—The increase of Rs. 5,000 under “ Miscel- 
laneous” is chiefly due to enhanced cash remittance charges, more specie 
having been imported in 1875-76 than in 1874-75. 


IL—LAND REVENUE. 


541. Ordinary Land Revenue-—The number of revenue-paying 
estates in the Province on 31st March, 1875, and 31st March, 1876, was 
486,536 and 486,501, respoctively. Of the latter number, eighteen 
estates in Goalpara and 50,873 estates in Sylhet were permanently 
settled, and the rest were temporarily settled. : 
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542. The current demand of land revenue for the two years 
under report was Its. 28,90,248 and Rs. 29,17,083, respectively, against 
Rs. 28,556,498 in 1873-74, in which year Assam was formed into a Uhief 
Commissionership. The increase is due to the re-settlement of old 
holdings at enhanced jamas in Sylhet and Cachar, and to extended 
cultivation in the Assam Valley districts. Adding Rs. 1,78,684, due 
on account of previous years, to the current demand of the two years 
shown above, we have a total demand of Rs. 59,86,015. Out of this 
amount, Rs. 58,03.431 were realized, and Rs. 2,199 remitted,—leaving 
on 31st March, 1876, a balance of Rs. 1,80,385. 


543. If from the above a sum of Rs. 1,16,544, which was not 
realizable by law until 18th April, 1876, be deducted, the real balance is 
reduced to Rs. 63,841, more than one-half (Rs. 33,568) of which apper- 
pines to the district of Sylhet, and the rest to the districts named 

elow:— 


Rea. 
Cachar “is eee rn sae §,273 
Goalp4ra eee eee eee ese 8,813 
Kaimrup ive ave as we 3,385 
Darrang side ges 06 ses 2 
Lakbimpur ies be 25 wae 12,709 
Khasi Hills aes 73 


544. Of the balance outstanding in Kamrup, Rs. 3,335 were due 
from a mouzah called Uttar Sarubangsar. The mouzahdar realized the 
amount from the ryots, but did not pay it into the treasury. On proceed- 
ings being taken to recover this amount, the security furnished by the 
mouzahdar proved to be insufficient. The amount has since been 
remitted. Owing to the partial failure of the crops during the two years 
under review, caused at one time by the excessive, and at another time 
by the deficient, rainfall, the revenue in Sylhet and Cachar, the two 
districts in the Surma Valley, was not realized as promptly as is 
desirable. 

545. In Goalpara, nearly the whole of the unrealized balance is on 
account of the revenue of the Sidli estate, an estate managed by the 
Court of Wards. The balance of Rs. 12,709 in Lakhimpur was owin 
to the mismanagenient and carelessness of certain mouzahdars, some 0 
whom have been dismissed, and the others warned. Out of this sum, 
Kis 10,175 have since been paid in. 


546. <Aliscellaneous Land Revenue.—The sources of “ Miscellaneous 
land revenue”’ in this Province are as follows :-— 


©(1) Elephant mehals. (6) Lime-quarries. 
(2) Fisheries. (7) Stone-quarries. 
(3) Poll-tax. (8) Coal-mines. 
(4) Uouse-tax. (9) Salt-wells. 
(5) Hoe-tax. (10) Gold-washings. 


547. Fees under Regulations XV. of 1797 and XI. of 1859, fines 
under Act XX. of 1848, and fines imposed on fiscal officers in Assam 
Proper, are also credited to ‘‘ Miscellaneous land revenue.” 


* NvtE.—The first six items are important. From the rest a very trifling revenue is obtained, 
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548. The current total revenue demand for the two years under 
review was Rs. 2,63,702 and Rs. 2,88,796, respectively, against Rs. 1,96,361 
in 1873-74. Adding Rs. 30,703, the outstanding balance on 31st March, 
1874, to the current demand of the two years as shown above, we have 
a total demand of Rs. 5,83,201, of which Rs. 5,22,587 were realized and 
Rs. 2,243 remitted, leaving on 31st March, 1876, a balance of Rs. 58,371. 
A sum of Rs. 550 was aid in advance during the year 1875-76. 

549. Of the remissions, Rs. 2,012 were on account of fisheries, and 
the remainder on account of a certain elephant mehal in the Naga Hills. 
These remissions were necessary, owing to the defaulters having no 
property from the sale of which the amounts due could be realized. 

550. The balance may be distributed over the several heads as_ 
follows :— 





Re. 
(1) Elephant mehals ... ove aa 19,285 
(2) Fisheries ass et aoe 14,894 
(3) Poll-tax ois sis re 1,960 
(4) House-tax see wis aoe 1,982 
(5) Fines under Act XX. of 1848 20,250 
Total...... 58,371 





551. Nearly the whole of the balance on account of revenue from 
elephant mehals, and Rs. 5,540 on account of fisheries, were not realizable 
by law during the year. The remainder, mainly due from Sylhet and 
Cachar, could not be realized within the year, owing to the partial failure 
of the crops. 


552. The balance on account of poll-tax is due from the district of 
Lakhimpur. The Deputy-Commissioner is unable to give any satisfac- 
tory explanation regarding the balance, which he says may be only a 
nominal balance. The matter is under inquiry. 


Re. 553. The balance of house-tax is due from the 
aon sso «districts named in the margin. It is under 
Naga Hills.......... 689 realization. 


554. The fines under Act XX. of 1848 were imposed towards the 
close of the year 1875-76 on certain Jaintia ryots for omitting to point 
out their lands to the Settlement Officer. Measures are being taken for 
their realization. 


I1.— SOURCES OF IMPERIAL REVENUE OTHER THAN LAND. 


SECTION 1.—OPIUM. 


555. Opium sold in this Province is supplied by the Board of 
Revenue, Lower Provinces, on the indents of the District Officers. A 
very large quantity of opium is consumed in the Province, se peel in 
Assam Proper. The consumption per head of the population in Lakhimpur 
is as high as ten tolahs per annum, and in Sibsagar, the adjoining 
district, the consumption is five tolahs per head. These two districts, in 
fact, show a consumption of one-and-a-half times as much opium as the 
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whole of the Central Provinces. And, even in Datrang alone, where 
there is less opium consumed than in any other district in Assam Proper, 
the consumption is more than twice as much as in the whole Province 
of Oudh. Still, it is generally believed, though the fact is not borne 
out by the figures, that the rising generation do not mdulge so much 
in this drug as their ancestors did. The following table shows the 
consumption of opium in 1874-75 and 1875-76, as compared with the 


average of the previous five years. 





1874-75, | 1875-76. 











District. Average of five years. 

Mds. S. C. Mds. 8. C. C. 

Cachar™ ssrsssvecerensviecseveses 49 17 13 51 23 0 0 
DY Ob cis rescesvosssensnsemnnsens 46 25 13 52 36 0 0 
Goalpara: Aussksssesaceweriees 84 15 10 76 11 O 0 
INGMTUP:  sssnnacsparerccseuses 288 26 13 274 38 0 0 
Darran’ avacssoseeewesrwaass 227 16 8 239 12 0 0 
NOWZON  duuisieaneeoveavedere 276 38 9 258 39 0 0 
SISAL Al. dies veceesavedueesas' 478 11 10 489 17 0 0 
Laklim purses ccsvesedesteccess 354 20 13 390 37 0 0 
Hill Districts...........sceeees 1 12 12 238 0 0 
Total 1,807 26 § 1,837 11 0 1,874 38 0 

556. Of the quantity consumed in 1874-75, 28 maunds 33 seers (in 


the district of Godlpara) were suld at Rs. 22 per seer, and 1,808 maunds 
20 seers at Ns. 23 per seer. In 1875-76, 49 maunds 39 seers (in the 
Surma Valley) were sold at Rs. 24 per seer, and the remainder, 1,824 
maunds 38 seers, at Its. 23 per seer. 


557. Of the total amount of excise revenue, which in round numbers 
may be stated at 14 lakhs, opium and preparations therefrom (Jfadat 
and Chandu) yield more than 124 lakhs, or above 89 per cent. 


908. 


The revenue derived from opium in each district was— 

















District. Average of five years. 1874-75. 
Rs. Rs. 

CaCnat -uitevielisisnariwas 30,339 33,848 
DY INCL icciecccswseveussnces aioe 29,254 35,406 
God Pari vcsccaseudasesacsteees 50,606 49,080 
IR AMEUP cussssiowstwscos cavusadus 1,76,824 1,80,841 
Darran ge sdevesssswsesens eo eccens 1,39,511 1,56,842 
NOWGONE sissvicasecesceseses 1,69,114 1,69,098 
Sibsdgar ...cccccssoees iivouieds 2,92,839 3,18,335 
Lakhimpur  ...sccsscsscsseens 2,16,534 2,49,952 
Hill Districts..........sssecees 246 430 

Total 11,05,267 11,93,832 


1875-76, 


Re. 
33,670 


39,794 ° 


48,801 
1,81,480 
1,66,913 
1,71,494 
324.397 
252,647 

435 


12,19,631 
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559. The above revenue is composed of license-fees and the net price 
of opium. The former amounted to Rs. 37,470 in 1874-75, and to 
Rs. 36,428 in 1875-76. The remainder—viz., Rs. 11,56,362 and Rs. 
11,83,203, respectively, represents the net price of the drug sold during 
the two years. 


560. The number of licenses in force in 1875-76 was 3,151, against 
3,977 in 1874-75, and 4,628, the annual average for the preceding five 
years. The decrease is due to the imposition of license-fees. Notwith- 


standing this, however, the total consumption is, as has been seen, on 
the increase, 


561. The most marked increase in consumption occurred in 
Darrang and Sibsdgar, and is thus accounted for by the Deputy- 


Commissioners. 


_ 962. The Deputy-Commissioner of te writes :— This 
mecrease is partly owing to the people being better off, and thus better 
able to afford ¢ the luxury of eating opium to a larger extent than formerly, 
and partly, I believe, to the vendors living in the frontier miggealie 

rdering on the hills bartering opium in exchange for rubber brought 
down by the hillmen from the interior of the hills.” The latter practice 
is not warranted by the license. The Deputy-Commissioner has been 
directed to make full inquiries, and to submit a special report in this 
matter, and to cancel the license of any vendor found violating the 
conditions of his license, 


563. The Deputy-Commissioner of Sibsaigar states that the imported 
pees which increases every year with the extension of the tea 
Industry, consume opium. All the Nagas in the lower ranges consume 
large quantities of opium, most of which they get from the plains. 


564. As regards the increase in Sylhet, the Deputy-Commissioner 
makes the following observations :—“ The demand for opium is clearly 
Increasing steadily. I have not yet ascertained any special reason for 
ae Possibly, the extension of tea-planting may ieee something to do 
Wit it.” 


565. The Deputy-Commissioner of Lakhimpur has brought to the 
notice of the Chief Commissioner that in some tea-gardens labour is paid 
for in opium instead of in cash. The Deputy-Commissioner has been 
directed to cause a careful inquiry to be made on the subject. 


SECTION 2.—8ALT. 


566. The trifling revenue derived under this head, consisting of 
Rs. 37, realized in 1875-76 in the district of Cachar by letting some 
salt-wells, is credited to Miscellaneous land revenue. 
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SECTION 3.—EXCISE. 


567. The system of excise administration which obtained in Assam 
at the time the Province was separated from Bengal was chiefly based 
on Chapter V. of the Rules of the Board of Revenue, Lower Provinces. 
Ganja and opium throughout the Province, and country-spirits in 
Cachar and in the greater portion of Sylhet, were taxed on what is 
called the fixed duty system, whilst other articles were taxed on what 
is called the monthly tax system. A short sketch of this system was 
given in the Report on the Administration of Excise Revenue for the year 
1874-75, submitted separately to the Government of India in the 
Financial Department, with letter No. 3,281, dated 6th November, 1875. 


568. The imposition of fees on opium sale licenses, which were 
formerly granted free of charge, was the only important change 
introduced in 1874-75. This change has not affected the consumption, 
except to a small extent in Goalpara, Kamrup, and Nowgong. The 
price of opium in Goalpara was also raised to Rs. 23 per seer (the 
prevailing rate in the Province), with effect from Ist August, 1874. 


569. The changes that came into operation in 1875-76 were— 


(1) The price of opium in the Surmaé Valley was raised to 
Rs. 24 per seer, the rate in the adjoining Bengal districts. 


(2) ‘The fees on opium sale licenses in Sylhet were raised to the 
rate prevailing in the other districts in the Province. 


(3) The system of farming the monopoly of sale of country spirits 
was introduced into the portion of Kamrup lying on the 
north bank of the Brahmaputra. 


(4) The revival of the out-still system in Jaintid, in Sylhet, owing 
to the unsuitability of the sudder distillery system to so 
thinly a peopled tract, far from the control of superior officers. 


(5) The sale of licenses for retail vend of ganja by auction in 
Sylhet. 


570. None of the above changes came into operation till after the 
expiration of the first six months of the year. It is therefore too early to 
pronounce an opinion on their working. A few other changes, as regards 
country spirits, ganja, country rum, and imported spirits, were ordered 
during the year 1875-76; but, as these did not take effect within the year, 
tliey will be more appropriately noticed in the report for 1876-77. 


571. The receipts and charges on account of the Excise Department 
of this Province for the past three years are given below :— 
1873-74, 1874-76. 1878-76. 
Rea. Rs. Rs. 
Gross receipts (exclusive 13,45,144 13,78,654 14,14,421 


of the cost price of 
opium at Rs, 7} per seer.) 


Charges... 16,135 19,323 24,013 


Net receipts ... 13,29,009 13,59,331 13,90,408 
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The figures show that the revenue has increased at the rate of 2°5 per 
cent. per annum. The gross revenue of 1875-76 exceeds the average 
income of the preceding five years by Rs. 1,55,551, and the revenue of 
1873-74, the year in which the Province was formed, by about Rs. 69,000. 
This increase, as will be seen from the subjoined statement, is attributable 
to a considerable improvement under the heads of ‘Country spirits,” 
“Ganja,” and “Opium,” the three excisable articles most in demand in the 
Province. Compared with the previous years, there has also been a 
at rise in the revenue from chandu, a preparation from opium. Of 
is increase, above Rs. 700, or nearly two-thirds, occurred in Sylhet, 
and a little above one-third, or Rs. 400, in six other districts. The 
fluctuations under the remaining heads are unimportant, and call for no 
particular notice. | 








Revenue, 
Articles, 
Average sh five 1874-75. 1875-76, 
Re. Rs. | Rs. 

1. Country spirits .........c.c0. cesseeee, 55,182 70,178 | 74,644 
2. Rum ........ seoteenceesssceeccseaaseeees 1,905 1,846 1,703 
3. Imported spirits and liquors ........ 2,023 2,512 2,876 
B. Tari .......esssesecceccrrcecsescesercreeees 59 84 34 
5. Pachwai  ...cececssssesesssssceecessresees 615 733 756 
©. “GODS es secisssccisetevverkscexsiescveese 88,985 1,04,581 1,09,257 

Me? COUBTES : Seveccvccssdesecsésideceesedessivosss TO a: seeeese...' i . seen 
8. MUTA [cbc sv essiescecosdecsceys weeds seneeais 11,05,267 11 93,832 12,19,631 
Oy. Made ssi cecsscsiscctseeiz reins causes: 3,364 2,926 2.954 
VO), (Chand isesssccsuncs- chassis: 1,450 1,925 2.556 
11. Miiscellameous ..........cscccceecossesees 10 87 10 
Total ......... 12,58,870 13,78,654 14,14,421 


572. Out of the charges noted in the preceding paragraph, the 
conveyance of opium cost Rs. 7,792 in 1874-75, and Rs. 13,764 in 
1875-76. The other charges incurred were (1) salary of establishments, 
and (2) contingencies, and amounted to the very small sum of 
Rs. 11,531 in the former year, and of Rs. 10,249 in the latter year. 
The reason for the great increase in the charges on account of convey- 
ance of opium is that the rate of steamer freight from Calcutta to 
Assam in 1875-76 was raised to Rs. 10 per chest, from Rs. 4-8-0 in 
the previous year. Colonel Keatinge has now under consideration 
measures to again reduce, if possible, the cost of transit. 


_ 573. The incidence of excise taxation per head of the population 
is nearly 6 annas, as compared with 1 anna 5 pie in Bengal, 1 anna in 
the North-Western Provinces, 9 pie in the Punjab, 2 annas 6 pie in the 
Central Provinces, 11 pie in Oudh, and 7 annas 5 pie in British Burma. 


11.B—15 
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Proportionally to its population, Assam yields a very large excise 
revenue ; the reason being that the consumption is principally of opiam, 
the most expensive of excisable articles. 


574. It must be observed, however, that considerable quantities of 
opium are consumed by the wild tribes on our borders, whose numbers 
would not be included in the population in estimating the consumption per 
head. The constantly increasing numbers of imported coolies, who are 
large consumers, have also probably not been taken fully into account. 


575. The total amount of revenue (Rs. 14,14,000) raised is larger 
than is raised in the Punjab, or in any one of the Chief Commissionerships 
immediately under the Government of India. Besides this, a very large 
revenue is realized in Bengal on rum manufactured for the Assam 
market. There is no rum distillery in Assam, though the liquor is 
largely consumed. 


Country SPIRITs. 


576. The manufacture and sale of country spirits in this Province, 
with the exception of North Kamrip, which, as explained above, has 
been under a modified farming system since February, 1876, are 
carried on partly under the fixed duty system, and partly under the 
monthly tax, or outstill system. 


577. Fixed duty system.—The fixed duty system wasin force in the 
entire district of Cachar and in a portion of Sylhet. 

578. The following statement shows the number of shops, the 
quantity of spirits sold, and the amount of revenue derived under this 


system during the two years under report, as compared with the average 
of the previous five years :— 





Number of shops. Quantity consumed. Revenue realised. 








Districts. Average Average Average 
of five | 1874-75./1875-76.| of five |1874-75.|1875-76.| of five |1874-75.| 1876-76. 
years. years. years. 
Gallons. |Gallons.'Gallons.| Bs. Rs. Rs. 
Cachar .eccccccsese 188 189 159 28,891 | 22,864 | 22,178 | 82,187 | 389,983 | 37,568 
Bylhet .......cce0e0. 44 28 43 4947 | 5,089 | 4,655] 6,674 | 7,180 | 8,321 
Total ...0. 282 Q17 202 88,888 | 27,908 | 26,828 | 388,861 | 47,168 | 45874 





079. It is only under the fixed duty system that we can ascertain 
the consumption. In Cachar, there was a 
decreuse of 6,027 gallons in the consumption 
in 1874-75, and of 6,718 gallons in 1875-76, as compared with the 


Consumption. 
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average of the previous five years. The Deputy-Commissioner attributes 
this decrease to the high price of rice during the greater part of the year 
1874-75, and to the reduction inthe number of shops, owing to the 
managers of tea-gardens not allowing license-holders to sell spirits on 
their gardens. In Sylhet, the quantity consumed in 1874-75 was 
5,039 gallons, and in 1875-76, 4,655 gallons, against 4,947 gallons, the 
average consumption of the previous five years. Thus, the consumption 
in 1874-75 did not materially differ from the consumption during the 
previous years; but the year 1875-76 shows a falling off of 384 gallons, 
as compared with 1874-75, and of 292 gallons, as compared with the 
previous years. This apparent decrease may be attributed partly 
to a preference for country rum and imported wines, and to the 
rise in the price of country spirits in consequence of the enhancement 
of the license-fees, as well as to the closure of three shops, on objections 
a by planters, and to the introduction of the out-still system in 
aintia. 


580. The revenue in Sylhet in 1875-76 showed an increase of 
Rs. 1,141, as compared with 1874-75, which 
year showed an increase of Rs. 506, as compared 
with the average revenue of the previous five years. In Cachar, the 
collections in 1874-75 were Rs. 2,430 more than the amount realized 
in 1875-76, and Rs. 7,796 more than the average of the previous 
five years. The bulk of the increase is under the head of “License-fees,”’ 
and is due to a greater competition for licenses. The remainder of the 
increase is owing to the improvement in the quality of the spirits 
manufactured, according to the strength of which the duty is leviable. 


Revenue. 


@ 

581. Monthly tax or Outstill system.—This system was in force in all 
the Assam Valley districts, except North Kamrup, fora portion of the 
year 1875-76, and in the Sunamganj and Jaintia divisions, in the district 
of Sylhet. The number of shops and the revenue realized were as 
follows :— 


———————eESEeEaeEaeaeaEeaoaeaESEaEa=aEeaEaaE==aEaEeaEaeSaE=aae=EaeaaaESaasS=anaouumuuqqweeeaeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee——owee 


Average of five 

















years. 1874-75. | 1875-76. 
Districts. 
Shops. | Revenne. | Shops. | Revenne. | Shops. | Revenue 
Rs Rs. Rea 

By het siissessmoleseiceneeiciat 5 392 | 12 907 | 18 | 1,436 
Gob] PStG -cssissesssexccisesianssteseess 3 150] 11 632 | 29 1,764 
Ramrup | sicsecsccicsccccvesvcesenesees 8 2,322 | 12 4,133 | 13 4,776 
Darrang  cessccccsessccswciicasceceeees 10 1,111 13 2,207 14 3,778 
NOW GONG sicssaistccincsiccsssesstacnes | 7 1,842 7 3,078 | 10 3,084 
Sibedgar ......ccccesscsssccascesseeees 9 9369| 8 | 11,854| 9 | 12,508 
Naga Hilla ....cccccscccccvscoscensoes 2 213 2 204 2 204 


Gidro Hills ccssccssecscossssssoseseese son 4), aie: eit eta 1 | 1,200 
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582. The revenue under the monthly tax svstem is derived only from 
license-fees. ‘he number of licenses for the sale of country spirits under 
this system during the two years was sixty-five and ninety-six, 
respectively, against forty-four, the average number for the previous five 
years; and the revenue realized was Rs. 23,015 and 28,750, respectively, 
against Rs. 15,309, the average receipts of the previous five years. Thus, 
it is clear that the revenue under this system is steadily increasing. All 
the districts show an increase. The general cause of the increase is 
that country spirits are apparently taking the place of pachwai and 
other fermented liquors used by the hill tribes and aboriginal races. 
lt is also much due to the increase in the number of “tea-garden 
coolies, who in their own country are accustomed to the use of country 
spirits. The increase in Sylhet is partly due to the extension of the 
outstill system to Jaintid, where the sudder distillery system formerly 
obtained: ‘The Chief Commissioner will not permit any large increase 
in the number of retail shops. In Lakhimpur, ram, which is said to be 
available, cheap, and in large quantities, is reported to have entirely 
displaced country spirits. But the fact that in 1870-71 country spirits 
yielded a revenue of Rs. 2,258, while there were no shops during the 
years under report, leads to the belief that illicit distillation is carried on 
to a great extent in this district. The Deputy-Commissioner’s attention 
has been drawn to the matter, and arrangements have been made for the 
establishment of a farm for the sale of | country liquors within certain 
defined areas, 


983. Furming system.—As already stated above, the farming system 
was introduced into the portion of the Kamrup district lying on the north 
bank of the Brahmaputra in lebruary, 1876. There were only four 
farms sold. The sult of the change i in the system will be carefully 
watehed, The main’ principle of this system is to allow the lessee a 
monopoly of the sale of spirits within a certain specified area. The Chief 
Commissioner's object is not so much to increase the revenue as to puta 
stop to illicit distillation, which there is reason to believe is very common 
in the Assam Valley districts. The people ostensibly are supposed to 
profer pachwai (locally called madh) prepared at their homes ; but large 
quantities of untaxed spirits are, it is believed, consumed. No systematic 
attempt bad hitherto been made to bring the manufacture of country 
spirits under the excise law, and Colonel Ke ‘atinge is convinced that the 
only way to accomplish the task is by bringing into play the farmer’s 
feeling of self-interest. The farming system is no doubt objectionable 
in some respects; but it is the only system which, according to the Chief 
Commissioner's experience, has been found to succeed in thinly-peopled 
countries, In_ the Assam Valley districts it is, in the Chief Com- 
missioner’s opinion, the best system to adopt on first attempting to raise 
un excise revenue. 


584, The total collections under the head of “ Country spirits” 
amounted to Rs, 70,178 in 1874-75, and to Rs. 74,644 in 1875-76, against 
ix, 00.182, the average of the previous five years. Thus, the receipts i in 
1875-76 were Rs. 4,466 in excess of the receipts in 1874-75, and 
Rs. 19,462 in excess of the av erage receipts of the previous five years. 
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585. Rum.—Rum consumed in the Province is obtained from Cal- 
cutta, where duty is realized and credited to the Bengal Government. The 
receipts from the fees on licenses to sell rum amounted to Rs. 1,846 and 
1,703, respectively, during the years 1874-75 and 1875-76. The decrease 
in the revenue of 1875-76, as compared with the preceding year, is owing 
to the withdrawal by the Chief Commissioner of the restriction formerly 
imposed on planters in Sibsagar, of taking out licenses for the purpose 
of distributing rum to their coolies. The whole question of the terms on 
which planters are allowed to issue rum to their coolies occupies the Chief 
Commissioner’s attention. _ 


586. Imported Spirits.—Supplies of imported spirits for consump- 
tion in this Province are obtained from Calcutta, where an import duty is 
levied. The revenue realized from fees on licenses to sell imported spirits 
and liquors amounted to Rs. 2,512 and 2,876, respectively, during the two 
years under review. In no district except Lakhimpur did the fluctuations 
amount to Rs. 100. In Lakhimpur, there was an increase of Rs. 136. 


587. Tari and Pachwai.—The revenue derived from these two 
articles is so small that it hardly deserves to be separately mentioned. 
The tari used in Assam is the juice of the date-palm tree. It is used in 
Kamrup and Lakhimpur. Pachwai, or rice-beer, under various names, is 
largely consumed by the lower classes of the people in the Province ; but, 
as there is no restriction on the manufacture of it for home consumption, 
the consequence is that, with the exception of a small amount in Sylhet 
and Cachar, no revenue is derived from this source. 


588. Ganja.—The ganja used in this Province is the hemp-plant, 
dried as grown in its natural shape, and called “flat ganja.” It is 
obtained from Rajshahye, and sometimes from Maimansingh, in Bengal. 
The subjoined statement shows the consumption of ganja in the several 
districts during the two years under report, as contrasted with the 
average of the previous five years:— 


mc a a eee ee eee 





District. ee i" 1874-75. 1875-76. 

M. § C.; M & C.| M. 8S C., 

Cachan dcsecvessi avesaieeiawiois ds eantevents scans 202 29 3| 182 32 14! 197 715 
SYNC tecccseisticnsnns: wiactdarsp weaenstaneesbicedcs 494 2110] 496 36 15 | 41913 7 
Godlpéra_.. 10' 100 25 4 9118 8 
K4mrup 3 5411 0 60 16 0 
Darrang 2 14 37 0 16 29 12 
owgong 6 133 0 3 0 0 
Lakhimpur 8 12 33 0 20 36 9 
Khasi Hills 6 4 0 0 5 20 0 











Totals ciccwenass | 793 30 10] 868 9 1 | 814 22 13 


589, Very little ganja is apparently consumed in Assam Proper 
(where opium is very largely used), while the two districts in the Surma 
Valley and Goalpara show a large consumption. Considering, however, 
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that the intoxicating power of opium is much greater, weight for weight, 
than that of ganja, the population of the Surma Valley may be said to 
be less addicted to intoxicating drugs than the people in the Brahma- 
putra Valley. 

590. Taking separately the ficures for each district in the preceding 
table, it is seen that in 1875-76, except in Sylhet and Goalpara, where 
the consumption declined, there was a larger quantity of ganja sold in 
every district than in 1874-75. 


591. The Deputy-Commissioner of Sylhet attributes the decrease to 
the enhancement of the price by vendors, and tothe reduction in the number 
of shops owing to the sale of licenses by auction, and in some measure 
to distress among cultivators (the chief consumers of ganja), owing to 
failure of crops in some parts of the district. 


592. The Deputy-Commissioner of Godlpara ascribes the decrease 
to the outbreak of cholera in his district. 


993. The consumption in Cachar increased by more that 14 maunds 
in 1875-76. The Deputy-Commissioner explains that the increase is due 
to competition among the golahdars, in consequence of which they 
lowered the price, and more golahs were opened in 1875-76. 


O94. The increase in the consumption in the Khasi Hills district is 
attributable to the increased population of Shillong. 


595. In Kamrtp and Lakhimpur the increase is probably due 
to the yreater number of foreigners addicted to the drug who now inhabit 
these districts. 

596. The revenue from ganja consists of (1) duty on the drug at the 
rate of Is. 2-8-0 per seer, and (2) license-fees for the retail vend, as it 
passes into the hands of the retailers. The license-fees, except in Sylhet, 
from Ist October, 1875, where the licenses were sold by auction, were 
Ris. 4 per mensem_ per license. 


597. The amount of revenue realized was Rs. 1,04,581 in 1874-75 
and Rs. 1,00,.257 in 1875-76, against Rs. 88,985, the annual average of 
the preceding five years, as shown below :— 











District. Averame Ave | 1874-76. 1875-76. 
Rs. | Rs. Re. 

CACHOY~ Aissicuaccition eiveieurcaccseeees 22,642 21,850 23,256 
VINCE. ..atisdevvetevecsecdevencersees Gereieeva: 47,405 59,561 61,488 
GOMIPRED.  adssncek cesscwucsscadousls snes asweses 10,515 12,315 11,529 
FR AMITUPD accu aca taneaiecas crcceuanaeuselete: Sacas 5.770 6,682 7.479 
TINEPAII OC 2da eas pvosebavecenaelaussaiietetersmueoiens 1,100 1,998 2,154 
INCW COIR cua esuendadaiatseueenaseteawsee tows 91 64 96 
LARIUMOIE: soeas seein p05 Sareea rweneentaws 753 1,615 2,553 
Wliasy Lalls: sce vasseede hs dest wsecceceseveewecs 409 496 702 





Totalessssnieies | 88,985 1,04,581 1,09,257 
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598. Theincrease of revenue in 1875-76 over 1874-75 is satisfactory 
when it is considered that the consumption has diminished by more than 
54 maunds. The explanation is, that the license-fees in Sylhet alone rose, 
from competition at auction, by Rs. 9,676, whilst the duty on 54 maunds 
amounts to Rs. 5,400. But, as ganja can be so easily grown anywhere, 
it would perhaps not be quite safe to conclude that there has actually 
been a reduction in the consumption. 


599. There are no ganjashops in the district of Sibsagar. Consider- 
ing the great number of forel ers in the district, the Chief Commissioner 
has been led to believe that the drug is sold surreptitiously, to the loss of 
Government revenue. The Deputy-Commissioner has been ordered to 
make a careful inquiry into the matter, and, if consumption is detected, 


to arrange for the introduction of the licensing system. 


609. Opium.—Particulars relating to the excise opium sold in this 
Province have been given in a preceding section. 


601. The fees levied on licenses to sell madat and chandu, both 
1874-75, 1875-76. preparations from opium, are shown in the 
Madat those: Zeon margin. The revenue from the former has 
Chanda = «s_-'1,925 2556 remained almost stationary during the two years. 
With reference to the increase of Rs. 631 under the latter head, the 
Deputy-Commissioner of Sylhet, in which district alone there was an 
increase of Rs. 468, attributes it to some of the shops selling at higher 
rates this year than last. The fluctuations in the other districts call 
for no notice. Iblicit manufacture and sale of these articles is believed 
to be carried on to a large extent, but is difficult of detection. The law 
allows unlicensed possession of opium up to five tolahs, and the 
manufacture is simple and easily concealed. Some cases, however, were 
sent up during the year, both by the police and excise officers, in all 
of which convictions were obtained. The improvement in the revenae 
is no doubt partly owing to the institution of these cases. 


602. The following table shows the prosecutions under the excise 
laws during the years under review. Eighty-five persons were arrested 
(seventy-six by the police and nine by the excise officers) during the 
year 1874-75. All the persons arrested by the excise officers, and sixty- 
six of those arrested by the police were convicted, of whom two were 
sentenced to imprisonment, and the rest were fined in the total sum of 
Rs. 1,503. Of this sum, Rs. 1,439 were realized. Out of the realizations, 
Rs. 1,123 were distributed to informers and apprehenders, and the 
balance was credited to Government. In 1875-76, 147 persons were 
arrested, viz., forty-eight by the excise officersand ninety-nine by the 
police. Of these, 135 were convicted, of whom twenty-six were sentenced 
to imprisonment, and the rest to fines amounting to the total sum of 
Rs. 3,107. The amount of fines credited to Government was Rs. 989, 
and the amount distributed Rs. 1,763. The remainder was not realized. 
The largest number of prosecutions has been in the district of Sylhet, 
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where seventy-one persons were arrested. In the previous year, only 
twelve persons were arrested and convicted in this district. 


Number convicted. Amount realized. 
Number Amount Amount 
Year. of persons a a eee 
arres posed. . 
Fined. | pelea Greatted te | Dutatoated 
Re. Rs. Ra. Ra. 
1874-75 ... 85 73 2 | 1,503 316 1,123 64 
1875-76 ...| 147 109 2% | 3107 989 1 ,763 355 


603. The whole of both the years’ excise revenue was realized before 
31st March. 1876, with the exception of a small sum of Rs. 514, 
viz., Rs. 415 on account of opium license-fees in Sibsagar, Rs. 4 on 
account of a country spirit farm in Kamrup, Rs. 94 on account of ganja 
license-fees in Lakhimpur, and Re. 1 on account of chandu in the same 
district, The balance of Rs. 4 in Kamrup has since been realized. 
The balance due in Sibsagar is irrecoverable, and will have to be 
remitted. The balance of Rs. 95in Lakhimpur is under realization. 


604. The Chief Commissioner trusts that, if the measures he has 
adopted are successful, still better results may be obtained next year in 
the administration of the excise revenue of this Province. On the whole, 
the results of the two years included in this report have not been 
unfavourable. 


SECTION 4.—STAMPS. 


605. Excluding postage, service, and telegraph stamps, which will 
be noticed further on, the financial results of the two years under report, 
as compared with those of 1873-74, were as follows :— 














1878-74, 1874-78. 1875-76, 
Rs. Rs. Rs. 
Gross income under the General 1,29,426 1,38,795 1,44,950 
Stamp Act. 

Ditto Court-fees’ Act 3,13,576 3,35,827 3,61,165 
Total 4,43,002 4,74,622 506,115 

Charges ... ite 9,184 8,118 979 
Net income 4,33,818 4,66,504 4,96,136 











606. In 1859-60, the sales just exceeded Rs. 1,00,000, so that the 
gross revenue from this source has increased fivefold within the last fifteen 
years ; while the results of 1875-76, as compared with those of 1873-74, 
in which year the Chief Commissionership was established, show 3 
gross increase of Rs. 63,000. More than two-thirds of this increase 
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is due to realizations under the Court-fees’ Act, and consists merely 
of process-fee stamps, which in previous years would have appeared as 
cash transactions. 


607. The following table shows the incidence of stamp taxation in 
Assam, as compared whith the several other Provinces supplied by the 
Caleutta Stamp Office :— 











peas iabes: | Population. Revenue, re eaoe of 

Rs. As. P. 
1, Bengal ... ... «| 62,724,840 87,88,026 2 8 
2. Punjab... se | «17,596,752 23,86,345 2 2 
3. North-Western Provinces... 30,781,204 35,15,382 1 2 
4. Oudh vee ase wee | 11,220,232 925,670 1 38 
5. British Burmab _... aa 2,747,148 5,05,489 2 7 
6. Assam ies aaa aed 4,132,019 4,74,622 1 9 


608. The receipts under the General Stamp Act were distributed 
as follows :— 


re ee rp ft fe Pe A SR PS TS 


1874-75, comparcd 


1875-76, compared 
with 1873-74. 


with 1874-76. 





Denomination of Stampe. 1878-74, | 1874-75. | 1875-76. 


Non-jodicial or document | 1,21,011 | 1,831,762 | 1,86,799 10,741 cece 5,047 
stamps. 
Adhesive receipt stamps Se 3,375 3,541 8,951 166 ‘ens 410 ee 
Hoondees or Bills of Exchange 1,598 1,469 1,467 eas 129 eeee 2 
Miscellaneous Receipts. 
Daty realized under Section 20, 826 189 140 eve 187 coes 49 
Act XVIIL of 1869 by Civil 
Courte. 
Duty realized under Section 24, 8,116 1,844 2,538 wees 1,292 749 
ered XVUIL of 1862 by Collec- 


609. Non-judicial or Document Stamps.—tThe receipts in 1874-75 
from this source show an increase of Rs. 10,741, or 8°8 per cent. over those 
of previous year, 1873-74. The revenue in 1875-76 has increased by 
Rs. 5,047. Of the total amount of revenue under this head, the two 
districts of Cachar and Sylhet, in the Surm& Valley, yielded about 
Rs. 1,00,000, and the remaining six plains districts about Rs. 36,000. 

e remainder was contributed by the hill districts. 


610. The following are the causes of the increase :— 


(1) The extension of the registration system. ‘ 
11.B— 
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(2) The execution of local agreements between tea-planters 
and time-expired coolies. The tea industry is rapidly 
increasing, and more labourers are imported every year, 
and fresh agreements are largely entered into by 
time-expired coolics. 

(3) Sale of stamps of higher value in 1875-76 than in the 
previous year for the execution of deeds of conveyance. 

(4) The increase in| money-lending transactions in Cachar in 
1874-75, owing toa rise in the money-market, and in 
Kamrup in 1875-76. 


G11. Adhesive Receipt and Revenue Stamps.—The small revenue 
under this head is almost oy distributed over the several districts. 
Only in two districts, vtz., Sylhet and Goalpara, do the fluctuations exceed 
Rs. 100. The Deputy-Commissioner of Sylhet attributes the increase 
in his district to the extension of trade, and the Deputy-Commissioner 
of Goalpara to the establishment of coolie-depots at Dhubri. 


612. Sloondee Stamps.—Of the income from hoondee stamps, very 
nearly Rs. 1,000 were realized in Sylhet and Goalpara; Rs. 190 
were realized in Lakhimpur ; and Rs. 150 in Kamrup ; and the balance, 
Rs. 127, belongs to the remaining four districts. 

613. Miscellaneous Receipts.—The miscellaneous receipts during the 
two years under report show but slight variation. The large falling off in 
the duty under Section 24, as compared with 1873-74, occurred in Cachar 
and Sibsigar, the two principal tea-producing districts in the Province, 
and is accounted for by the fact that in 1873-74 a large amount of 
duty was paid by lanters on their title-deeds for waste lands (which 
had been originally issued on plain paper), in conformity with the 
instructions contained in letter No. 122C., dated 13th February, 1873, 
from the Board of Revenue, Lower Provinces. The receipts for that 
year were thus abnormally increased. 


614. Court-fee Stamps.—The sale-proceeds of court-fee stamps in 
1874-75 amounted to Ls. 3,35,827, against Rs. 3,13,576 in the 
preceding year, giving an increase of “Rs. 22,251. The value of 
the court-fee stamps sold in 1875-76 was Rs. 3,61,165, or Rs. 25,338 
more than the amount realized in 1874-75. As in the case of general 
stamps, so under this head the bulk of the revenue, viz., Rs. 2,09,000, 
was contributed by Sylhet and Cachar, the two districts in the Surma 
Valley. Of the remainder (Rs. 1,52,000), Kamrup and Goalpara 
contributed about one-half, and the remaining districts the rest. 

615. In 1874-75, there was a large decrease of Rs. 4,683 in 
Kamrup. The Deputy-Commissioner attributed it to a falling off in 
litigation. In 1875-76, all the plains districts show an increase. 


616. The following are, briefly, the causes of the increase during 
the two years :— 
(1) Increase in litigation. 


(2) The realization of process-fees in the civil and criminal 
courts by court-fee stamps. 
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(3) The institution of a heavy suit, valued at Rs. 3,00,000, in 
Goalpara in 1875-76 against Government by the Rajah 
of Bini. 

(4) The revival of the old system of sale of court-fee stamps by 
licensed vendors. 


617. Charges.—The increase in the charges is mainly on account 
of discount on the sales of stamps. The details are— 


1878-74. 1874-75, 1875-76, 


I. Refunds bes er ... 1,488 1,205 1,204 
II. Discount allowed si ... 7,551 6,763 8,520 
III. Miscellaneous charges... ~» 145 150 255 


618. The fluctuations under heads I. and II. are small. The rise 
in the amount of discount is due partly to increased sales and partly to the 
revival, in July, 1875, of the old system of selling court-fee stamps by 
licensed vendors. 


619. Postage, Service, and Telegraph Stamps.—The realizations 
from the sale of postage, service, and telegraph stamps during the past 
three years were as follows :— 
















1874-75, compared 


1875-76, compared 
with 1873-74. 


with 1874-75. 


Description of Stamp. 1878-74. | 1874-75. | 1875-76. 


Increase. | Decrease. | Increase. { Decrease. 








Ra, Rs, Rs. Rs. Res. 
Postage stamps .. ee ois 43 097 50,729 58,837 7,632 9 ees 7,608 
Service ditto .. ee ae 12,694 14,646 15,846 1.953 eaies 1,200 occa 
Telegraph ditto...  .. ..| 15,470 19,360 18,770 4,390 a 1,090 











71,261 | 85,285 | 92,958 | 18,974 ies 7,718 





620. The gradual increase in the sale of postage stamps is satis- 
factory. It is due to the development of private correspondence, owing 
partly to the opening of rural post-offices. The increase in the sale of 
service labels in 1874-75 was due to the increased correspondence in con- 
nection with the late survey in the Goalpara district, and to the extraordi- 
nary official correspondence which occurred during the Duffla and the 
Naga expeditions. The increase in the sale of telegraph stamps may also 
be attributed to the same cause. The bulk of the increase in 1875-76 
under the head of service stamps occurred in Godlpdra and the Khasi 
Hills. The Deputy-Commissioner of Godlpdra attributes the increase to 
the location of the office of the Executive-Engineer, Lower Assam 
division, at Godlpara, and to his (Deputy-Commissioner) having to carry 
on the duties of both the sudder and sub-divisional offices for about six 
months, which necessitated the transmission of records for references 
from the sudder to the sub-divisional office, and vice versé. The increase 
in the Khasi Hills district is to be attributed to the fact of Shillong 
being made the seat of the Local Administration. 
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G21. Offences against the Stump Laws.—There were no prosecutions 
for breaches of the Stamp Laws in 1874-75. In 1875-76, there were three 
prosecutions in Sylhet under Act XVIII. of 1869, viz.,two under Section 24 
and one under Section48. In the former case, three out of sixteen persons 
were tined Rs. 20 each, and in the latter case the accused were discharged. 
In the district of Cachar, there were two prosecutions at the instance of 
the Civil Courts for executing documents on plain paper, with intent 
to evade stamp duty. In one case the defendant was fined Rs. 5 under 
Section 29 of the General Stamp Act, and the other case was pending 
at the close of the year. 


622. Miscelluneous.—The svstem of selling court-fee stamps by 
licensed vendors was re-introduced by the Chief Commissioner from July, 
1875, discount being allowed at the rate of Re. 1-8 per cent. 


623. Generally, the Deputy-Commissioners report that no stamp 
papers were used for any purpose other than those for which they are 
intended. 


624. Aninquiry was instituted in 1874-75 regarding the observance 
of the rules regarding the punching and re-punching of stamps in each 
district, and the irregularities and omissions found to exist in a few 
instances have been rectified. These rules appear now to be duly carried 
out in the several courts at head-quarters and at sub-divisions through 
the Province. 


625. Certain discrepancies in the stamp accounts of the Lakhimpur 
treasury were brought to the notice of the Chief Commissioner by the 
Superintendent of Stamps in 1874-75. But, on investigation, these 
discrepancies proved to be due to a want of care and accuracy in keeping 
the stock and issue register, and not to actual defalcation. 


SECTION 5.—ELEPHANTS. 


626. There are altogether fifty-nine elephant-hunting mehals in the 
Province of Assam, exclusive of those in the Khasi and Jaintia Hills. 


Each State in the Khasi Hills and each Dolloiship in the Jaintia Hills 
constitutes a separate hunting circle. 
627. The district of Sylhet contains six mehals, riz.:— 
(1) Singla. (4) Bhdnugdach. 
(2) Laugai. (5) Mulagul. 
(3) Pattani. (6) Tardpur. 


The district of Cachar four, riz.:— 


(1) Panisd4gar. ~ | (3) Narsingpur. 
(2) Halganga. (4) The tract beyond Natwaupur. 


And the district of the Garo Hills five, viz.:— 


(1) Tract lying between Bogai and Maheshkhal Rivers. 

(2) Ditto ditto Bogai and Kalu Rivers. 

(3) Ditto ditto Kalu and Jingiram River. 

(4) Ditto Jingirdm and the eastern boundary of the Garo Hills. 
(5) Inner Hills lying without the above boundaries. 
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628. During the years 1874-75 and 1875-76, all the mehals in the 
above three districts were reserved for the Commissariat kheddah 
operations. 


629. In Goalpara, there are two mehals in the Eastern Duars. In 
1874-75 the whole of the Eastern Duadrs formed a single mehal ; but in 
1875-76 they were divided into two mehals, the eastern and the western, 
separated by the River Champamati. The leases of these mehals were 
Ee up to auction, both in 1874-75 and 1875-76; but no fair bids 

ving been made, the mehals remained unleased during both years. 


630. There are thirty-nine mehals in the districts of Assam Proper, 


bane csc ncensieen! ; a8 shown on the margin, and in the Naga Hills 
parene: sistas eeesen es u there are three such mehals. The leases of these 
Gibsigar................ 4 mehals are sold at intervals of two years to the 
pen mPAE riicens eee? as highest bidders at public auction. 


631. Twenty-one® of these mehals were leased in 1874-75,— nineteen 
for the two seasons of 1874-75 and 1875-76, and 
Darrang....+..4-+eeeees 4 two for the one season of 1874-75. In 1875-76, 
Geese pices: 4 the leases of three out of the nineteen mehals 
leased were cancelled for breaches of conditions of the licenses by the 
lessees, and were re-sold for the season of 1475-76. The two mehals which 
had been let for one season in 1874-75 were also leased for the season of 
1875-76. The remaining mehals were allowed rest for two seasons. 


632. In 1875-76, the form of license to catch elephants was 
amended. The former conditions were to some extent modified, and 
fresh conditions were introduced. The modifications and additions were 
as follows :— 


(1) The Government right of pre-emption was restricted to all 
elephants measuring 6 feet or above in height, up to 74 feet, 
instead of extending to all animals above 7} feet, according 
to the conditions in the old form. 


(2) The royalty of Rs. 100 is to be paid on every elephant gi 
but not purchased by Government, within one month of its 
capture, instead of simultaneously with the instalments of 
revenue, as was formerly the case. 

(3) Government is to pay Rs. 600 for every elephant of the 
standard height which it purchases. Formerly, the price of 
such elephants ranged from Rs. 300 to Rs. 500 only. 

(4) Government is to exercise its right of pre-emption before 
the 30th April, after which date its claim lapses. 

(5) Sub-letting of mehals, catching elephants by means of pitfalls, 
and separation of the sucking-calves from their mothers are 
prohibited. 

(6) Females heavy with calf, if caught by accident, are to be 
released at once. 
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(7) No stockades or traps are to be built in any sal-forest, and no 
valuable trees in any forests are to be felled for the purpose 
of constructing stockades or traps. 


633. Inthe Khasi and Jaintia Hills, wild elephants are found in 
the lower ranges, and in the gorges bordering on the plains of Sylhet and 
of the Assam Valley. 


634. In 1874-75, the Chief Commissioncr framed certain rules 
suitable to the conditions of the Khasi Hills. These rules provided (1) 
that Government would make no claim to royalty on account of elephants 
caught in the Khasi Hills, (2) that half the sale-proceeds of each mehal 
should be paid to the chief whose State constitutes the mehal, the other 
half being retained by Government, (3) that if a chief wishes to hunt 
elephants on his own account, the mehal which consists of his State should 
be reserved from sale, and a special arrangement made with him, on the 
basis that half the proceeds of the hunting shall accrue to Government. 
On these rules being approved of by the Government of India, the Chief 
Commissioner prescribed a form of license in conformity with them. 
To the Jaintia Hills, which are British territory, the Assam Proper Rules 
apply. 

635. As a special indulgence, the Chief Commissioner permitted 
the chief of the Khasi State of Nongstein to continue to hunt elephants 
in his State up to the end of March, 1876, on condition of his executing 
a written agreement to the effect that he would catch elephants solelv on 
his own account, and would not enter into partnership with any other 
person. Lis State is now subject to the same rules as the other States. 


636. In 1875-76, Rs. 40,904 were realized on account of revenue 
and rovalty for the mehals leased in Assam Proper, against Rs. 35,775 
in 1874-70. In addition to the revenue realized in 1874-75, a sum of 
Its. 516 was realized in the Garo Hills by the sale of elephant-tusks 
found in the jungle. 


657, The revenue realized by sale of leases of elephant mehals, 
and from royalty on captures, is credited under heading “ Miscellaneous 
Revenue,” subordinate to “1V.—Land Revenue.” 


SECTION 6.—LAC. 


638. The question of raising a revenue from indigenous lac in this 
Province early attracted the attention of the Chief Commissioner. In 
August, 1875, the Deputy-Commissioner of re forwarded an 
application for a license to cut and take indigenous lac from the Govern- 
ment open forests in mehal Charduar, and made certain proposals. 
In reply, he was told that he might lease the right to collect lac at any 
sum he might think fair. All the other District Officers were then 
requested to report whether they thought a revenue could be raised 
from lac in their respective districts ; and it was pointed out that the 
chief difficulty in the way of raising such revenue would, probably, be 
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the fact that in many districts lac is produced artificially, and is not 
merely forest produce. Answers to this circular were received from the 
several districts, and special orders were communicated to the Deputy- 
Commissioners of the Garo Hills, Lakhimpur, and Goalpara. The other 
District Officers were requested to try the experiment of offering for sale 
leases of the right to collect indigenous lac within certain defined limits. 
The experiment has not been very successful. In only four districts, 
Darrang, Kamruip, Nowgong, and Sibsagar, have lac mehals been 
leased out,—and the revenue obtained from these mehals is insignificant. 
A form of lease has been prescribed for adoption in all the districts. 


639. Of the mehals leased out, only one (Darrang) was leased in 
1875-76, and all the rest were leased subsequently to the close of the 
period under report. The revenue derived from the mehal in Darrarg 
amounted to Rs. 200. This revenue is credited to heading “ Forests.” 


SECTION 7.—RUBBER. 


640. Revenue was derived from caoutchouc (rubber) during the 
ear 1874-75 only inthe Garo and Jaintia 


al ills, as shown in the margin. The Jaintia 
Jaintié Hills oo I p30. -Hills were divided into caoutchouc mehals, 


the right to collect rubber in which was 
sold to the highest bidders at public auction. The Deputy-Commissioner 
of the Garo Hills is allowed to purchase rubber from collectors, which 
rubber he sells to the best advantage. In 1875-76, Rs. 2,363 were 
realized in the Garo Hills. No revenue was derived from this source 
in any other district in the Province during this year. The rubber 
revenue is credited to the head of “ Forests.’ 


B.—REVENUE anv FINANCE OTHER THAN 
IMPERIAL. 


SECTION 1.—PROVINCIAL REVENUE. 


641. The separate accounts for 1875-76 have not yet been 
completed. No detailed comparison can therefore be instituted between 
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the two years. Tle receipts and charges of 1874-75, with net results, 
are shown below :— 










Net results. 
Head of Service. Receipts. Charges. 
Receipts. Charges. 
Rs. Rs. Rs. Re. 
Imperial allotment for Provincial 

SORViCOS a ieedadiasecsicdeastecsiesiiocnes 17,55,126 | —...... 17,55,126 | ...... 

Refunds......... Wtdesdecepsvetineaeeeesse th “eacnes 3,135 | w.co0e 3,135 
J Ai 1B. Sisco fecseses Siadeaesvawessocdssstus 28,15y¥ | 1,12,766 | ..cece | eee 
Regictration ....00.siscessetseessscvsseees 17,290 RLTO28) |  gepere 1) See 
PONEGG: - sevexhedepecsecesseschedecadaseedene 3,841 | 580,342 | 0. | cee 
Bd UCAt ton scecessienseccicesescctivecavass 21,590 | 1,75,705 | ccccee | wee . 
MeGi Cal nia cansescvevessiatcunasvscts ceases 1,647 25:00. Gasewes lt axes 
Pritine soescscsecweissaves dsateswosannse 1,208 31,530 | a... e- ill aaaeeteeie 
Model Farin wisessesscseondssiescdeces sve 582 14,002 sities. | —weetes 
COMECLETIOS. -cosscviencdsstevisescecceuseds | Cossnes B86) gecces | ~Secees 
Sub-divisional establishment ...... | sseeee D120). wens | Seasess 
Miscellaneous establishment ...... | — seseee D958) 6 eee. ly, eceees 
Office rent, rates, and taxes ......... | — aeeoee Dee h.. coeetae ). -jeeeees 
Miscellaneous ......cccccccccsccccssccces 886 2t1435|| .ceeeee. UN -neeeaes 
Contributions .....ccccccscscccscccsscecs dese ZOC10 | Seams. | weaees 
Public’ WOrkS: ccsiersiscessectsyan every 7,570 | 7,738,734 | occ. | wee 
Total ......... 18,37 ,894 | 17,95,389 | ...... | ene 
Debt Accounts ...... 10,879 TG 4AUL ceases: if (atdees 





Grand Total ......... 18,48,773 | 18,13,860 


@eaoees 


642. The Government of India originally fixed the Provincial 
Service allotment at Rs. 13,30,000. This was stated to “be the actual 
average expenditure within Assam limits upon Provincial Services, 
during the last three years of its connection with Bengal ;” and, in order 
to give the Chief Commissioner a margin for Public Works, of which the 
Province is in so much need, an additional allotment of Rs. 1,70,000 
was granted, which brought the amount up to Rs. 15,00,000. A special 
assignment of Rs. 1,00,000 was also made, for one year only, for the 
buildings required in connection with the new seat of Government at 
Shillong, and another assignment of Rs. 3,000 was made for four years 
on account of the model farm. It was, however, found impossible 
under the exigencies of the new Administration, in spite of all 
endeavours to observe a strict economy, to keep the expenses within the 
limit, and the result was a deficit at the close of 1874-75 of 
Rs. 1,52,125-15-2, which the Government of India covered by a special 

ant. In 1875-76, two further separate allotments, aggregating 
. 1,47,711 were made, but the assignments proved insufficient, even 
with this addition, to meet the requirements of the Province, and the 
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expenditure was again in excess. The following figures show thie 
financial results of the year :— 


Rs, As. P. Ra. As. P. 
Revel Dt: 2. des iseiuescesecvasssbs: wetonsdes ecaseenonve yes 17,83,382 6 9 
Allotments .........csccscceeees 16,50,711 0 0 
Other iteins.....ccccccccsssccess 132,671 6 9 
Charges— 
Public Works .......ccsceees 8,46,831 0 0 
Other charges ...c.ece sseee 10,90,506 10 2 
19,37,347 10 2 
Less deficit ..........sceceees 1,53,965 3 5 
Balance of the Shillong 
grant, brought over 
from 1874-75. 34,913 0 0 
Actual deficit... 1,19,052 3 5 


643. This deficit also the Government of India has agreed to meet as 
a special case by an additional assignment. It is, however, confidently 
expected that the current year will exhibit an equilibrium in the 
Provincial finances. 


SECTION 2.—LOCAL FUNDS. 


644. The nature of the Local Funds in this Province has been fully 
described in Section 7, Chapter III., Part IJ.a. of this Report. In this 
portion of the report it will only be necessary to show in detail the 
receipts and expenditure of these funds during the two years under 
review. A‘full account of the receipts and expenditure of the Town 
Fund and Chowkidari Fund during the above period having been given 
In Section 8, Chapter III. of this portion of the Report, the following 
funds alone remain for notice here, wiz. :— 


(1) Assam Local Fund. 

(2) District Improvement Fund. 
(3) District Post Fund. 

(4) Cantonment Fund. 

(5) Bazaar Fund. 

(6) Town Improvement Fund. 
(7) Williamson Education Fund. 


645. The subjoined statements explain the nature of the receipts and 
expenditure of these funds, during the years 1874-75 and 1875-76 :— 
11.B—17 
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Abstract of Local Funds.—(Continued.) 





RECEIPTS, 


Miscellaneous Receipts-- Renta— 
Rent of town land ..... 
Other rents 


eeoveeeoveanseeeeeeanseenseanne 


eeooeeoe@eoeseeeeaeseeeoeweeveaeeser- ese eese evan ene 


Sundry Receipts— 
Miscellancous 
Cash recoveries of previous year’s payments 
Balances recovered frum Bengal as on Ist April, 1874 
Suspense accvunt . 


@eeeeeoe @eeevcoseeteosvnevnes Cees eeeteeane 


TOTAL 


e@seeeeeetovoeee 





BAZAAR FUND. TOWN IMPROVEMENT 


FUND. 

Account, Account, Account, Account, 
1874-75. 1875-76. 1874-75. 1875-76, 
Re Re Re Re 
eoee eceose 23,973 24,929 
2,130 1,938 ems 207 
eeeos enone 2,291 ase 
Dace 15,459 mes 23,14 

ee@ee 165 e#ese eeses 
2,130 17,562 26,264 49,624 

















Ld 
s TOWN IMPROVEMENT 
BAZAAR FUND. FUND. 
EXPeNDITURE. 
Account, Account, Account, Account, 
1874-75. 1875-76. 7 1874-75. 1575-76. 
| 
Re Re Re Re 
Refunds eeesveesveeeseevenes ee eoeeteeseesteoteeneon ee een eene eeee eaeeo 500 
Minor Establishment— 
General management eoeepoeov eee naeteeoev Gees vetseavteoene eeos eoeoe #eoas 21 
Collection of Tolls, Rates, and Rents— 
Ferry-toll establishment, office expenses, and mis- 3 dees 285 847 
cellaneous, i 
MisceUlaneous Establishment— 
Lighting and Conservancy ...ccccccccescecccsececs 83 14 1,653 783 
Miscellaneous— 
Miscellaneous Charges ...ccccccccccscccccessesecce eeene eeee 
Public Works— 
Repairs eeeee esvovevoecosuervpesgpaeeeeceaeovespee Cece eancaesebeaese 1,427 1,366 
Suspense Account— 
Debit suspended e@eeeeee sons eeenee ees seenoeoeeneeeons eeeoe eeeae 
TOTAL eves 1,463 1,380 
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646. The total receipts of the Assam Local Fund were nearly the 
same in both years; though the receipts under 
certain headings differ considerably. Though the 
receipts in 1875-76 were somewhat larger than in 1874-75, yet the 
expenditure in the latter year exceeded the expenditure in the former 
year. This wasentirely owing to the very large expenditure upon public 
works in 1874-75. It will be seen fromthe preceding statements that a sum 
of Rs. 3,995 was credited to this fund under the head of “ Registration” 
in 1874-75. This sum represents the proceeds of the Copying-fee Fund, 
which proceeds were transferred to Provincial Services under heading 
“‘ Registration” in 1875-76. No amount has been shown in the state- 
ment of expenditure for 1874-75, under heading “ Police.” Expen-. 
diture was incurred under this head in that year ; but, owing to non- 
receipt within the year of information, called for by the Account Depart- 
ment, the amount was held in “suspense.” The figures for 1875-76 
represent the expenditure during both years. 


Assam Local Fand. 


647. The receipts of this fund were much larger in 1874-75 than in 
see 1875-76, owing toa transfer of nearly three 
ee erga a lakhs of rupees (cont the books of the Aceoantant 
General, Bengal, to those of the Deputy-Accountant-General, Assam,— 
a sum representing the balances on Ist April, 1874, of the late Road 
Account and Government Estates Improvement Fund which have merged 
into this Fund. The excess expenditure in the latter year was almost 
entirely under the heads “Education” and “ Public Works.” But the 
excess expenditure under the former head is merely apparent. A sum 
was granted from the District Improvement Fund late in 1874-75 for the 
purposes of education; but, as no part of the grant was expended 
within the year, the entire grant lapsed to “ balance.” 


648. There is not much difference between the total receipts of this 

eee fund in both years. The larger receipts in 

pee 1875-76 were due to a book-transfer of the 

balance of the fund from the Bengal accounts. The figures on the 
expenditure side call for no remark. 


649. Neither the receipts nor expenditure of this fund were very 
Cinauteane: large in either year. The excess receipts in 


1875-76 were owing to a book-transfer, as in 
the case of the District Post Fund. 


650. A transfer of Rs. 15,459 on account of balance from the books 
of the Accountant-General, Bengal, to those of 
the Deputy-Accountant-General, Assam, was 
the cause of the receipts in 1875-76 being so much inexcess of the receipts 
for 1874-75. The expenditure was nearly the same in both years. 


651. The receipts of this fund were Rs. 26,264 in 1874-75, and 
Rs. 49,624 in 1875-76. The increased receipts 
in the latter year were, as in the case of the 
Bazaar Fund, owing to a book-transfer on account of balance from the 


Bazaar Fund. 


Town Improvement Fund. 
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Bengal accounts. The total expenditure during both years was pretty 
nearly the same. 


652. The sum of Rs. 5,717, under the heading “Sundry receipts,” 
Williamson Education Funa,  ePresents the balance transferred from the 
Bengal to the Assam accounts. 


SECTION 3.—MUNICIPAL REVENUES. 


653. A detailed account of the receipts and expenditure of the 
several municipalities in the Province has been given in Chapter III, 
Section 8, of this part of the Report. 
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CHAPTER VI. 


a 


VITAL STATISTICS AND MEDICAL SERVICES, 


SECTION 1.—BIRTHS anp DEATHS. 


654. The general vital statistics are collected in Assam Proper by 
Serine the mouzahdars, and in the districts of Sylhet 
and Goalpara through the agency of the police 
and the village chaukidars. In the district of Cadhar these statistics 
are collected by the tehsildars, from information furnished by the village 
chaukidars. In the hill districts, they are collected by the police. In 
each of the selected areas, however, a special agency is employed for the 
collection of vital statistics, the nature of which agency varies in each 
district. 
655. That the general vital statistics are utterly untrustworthy is 
a result only to be expected, considering the nature of the agency 
employed in their collection,—an agency removed at a distance from any 
scrutinising control. According to the general returns, the death-rate for 
the entire Province in 1874 and 1875 was 11°1 and 7-2 per 1,000 of the 
population, respectively. In London, the most healthy city m Europe, 
the average death-rate is about 28 per mille per annum. When it is 
considered that the Assam Valley is notoriously unhealthy, and that 
cholera is endemic in almost every district, it is unnecessary to demon- 
strate the absurdity of such statistics. Morcover, the jail returns, as noticed 
in Chapter III., show the death-rate among the prison population to 
have been 49:2 and 55:5 per thousand during these same two years. 


656. There are seventeen selected areas for the registration of vital 
statistics in the Province,—nine rural and eight urban. The registration 
of births has been confined to these selected areas. The results of the 
registration of vital statistics in these selected areas cannot be said to 
be very satisfactory. According to the returns in 1874, the death-rate 
in these areas was 37°1 per 1,000, and the birth-rate 22°3 per 1,000. In 
1875, the death-rate fell to 18-9 per 1,000, and the birth-rate to 13°8 per 
1,000. These figures, especially the figures for 1875, can scarcely be 
accurate. It will be seen that in both years the death-rate exceeded 
the birth-rate. If it be really the case that the death-rate in the Province 


1.B-—18 
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ordinarily exceeds the birth-rate, it would follow that the extinction of the 
population is merely a question of time. But general observation would 
certainly not warrant so distressing an inference. In all probability, 
somo caste prejudice or superstition interferes with the reporting of 
births. Any detailed criticism of the figures afforded by the returns 
would be worthless. It is to be hoped that in time more accurate 
statistics will be attainable. But, considering how very recently 
reliable vital statistics have become procurable in European countries, 
it cannot well be a matter of surprise that the system of registration 
of such statistics in a backward province like Assam is defective. 


697. In 1874, cholera was very prevalent throughout the Province, 
and caused more deaths than any other single 
dixcase,——16,478 fatal cases, accounting for 58-6 
per cent. of the total mortality, having been registered. This number is 
far in exeess of the average of tho two previous years. Fever comes 
next, with 15.910 fatal cases,— accounting for 37°5 per cent. of the total 
mortality. 5,276 and 1,370 persons died from bowel-complaints and 
smmall-pox, respectively. Other diseases claimed comparatively few 
victims. 


Diseases, 


658. The vear 1875 appears to have been remarkable for its 
healthiness. Cholera did not appear in any district as a genoral epidemic. 
The few cases which occurred were, for the most part, isolated and 
sporadic. The total deaths from this disease recorded during the year 
were only 6,618, a small number in a province where cholera is endemic. 


659, Small-pox was in several districts almost unknown, and, when 
it appeared, it was generally confined in area, and by no means of a fatal 
type. ‘There were 8 882 deaths only recorded from this disease. 


660, Fever, according to the returns, appears to have been the most 
fatal disease during 1875,—13,449 persons having succumbed to fevers 
of different kinds, 

661. 3,740 persons are reported as having died during the year 
from bowel-complaints. 


SECTION 2.—IMMIGRATION ann LABOUR INSPECTION. 


662. In Section 4, Chapter ITT, Part IT. a. of this report, the 
system of immigration and labour inspection 
has been described in detail, and it has been 
shown how the Act under which that svstem is carried out works with 
respect to both the employer and employed. In this section, a short 
account will be given of the immigration into this Province during the 
two years 1874 and 1875, and some of the more important questions 
which have come before the Chief Commissioner during that period for 
decision will be briefly noticed. 

663. The fact that separate detailed reports on immigration have 
been submitted for these two years renders it unnecessary to go at 
length into the subject in this Administration Report. 


General remarks, 
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664. A most serious difficulty, however, presents itself in com- 
; menting on the statistics of these two years. 
conmriion ‘between the two The returns for 1874 were submitted in forms 
an which, having been pronounced defective, have 
been superseded by others, which were directed to be brought into uso 
in compiling the returns for 1875 ; but these two sets of forms differ so 
materially from each other that any comparison between the figures for 
1874 and those for 1875 is impossible. It will be necessary, therefore, 
to give statistics for both years separately, according to the forms in 
which they were submitted. 


665. At the oa of 1874 pee oe in the whole 
rovince 58,697 imported labourers; of these, 
Peer eee 29,818 were serving out the period of their 
original contracts, and 28,879 were serving under ordinary civil con- 
tracts, or under no contracts at all. The number of labourers imported 
during the year was 22,288, of whom 19,394, including dependents, 
were on contract under Act VII. of 1873 (B.C.). The number imported 
otherwise than on contract under the Act was 2,894. The number of 
imported labourers engaged in the Province was 24,739. 739 contract 
labourers were received from other estates. 298 labourers were received 
back from imprisonment; of these, 211 were labourers on contract, and 
87 were not on contract. 8,652 imported labourers worked out their 
original contracts, and 20,008 worked out other contracts. The total 
number who completed their contracts was thus 28,660. The total number 
of deaths during the year was 2,540, or at the rate of 3°65 per cent. 
Of these, 1,843 were among contract labourers, and 697 among free 
labourers, or at the rate of 5°17 per cent. and 2:05 per cent., respectively. 
The number of desertions was 2,955, of which 1,878 were among 
labourers under the Act, and 1,077 among free labourers. At the end 
of the year there remained 70,992 imported labourers altogether, of 
whom 36,902 were labourers on contract under the Act, and 34,090 
were free labourers. Thus, there were in the Province 12,295 more 
imported labourers on the books of the various gardens at the end than 
at the commencement of the year. The number of labourers released 
for permanent unfitness under Section 112 of the Act during the year 
was 182. The percentage of desertions among imported labourers was 
4°25. At the beginning of the year, there were 5,658 coolic infants 
in the whole Province: 3,022 were received during the year, 1,469 were 
born, and 1,106 died; at the end of the year there were 7,795 such 
infants,—2,137 more than at its commencement; that is, 1,248 cither 
left with their parents or were transferred to the category of children. 
6,940 was the average number of infants during the year, and the 
deaths, calculated on this average, give a percentage of 15°93. This 
mortality among infants is distressingly high. The birth-rate was a 
little over 2 per cent. 


666. Statistics cannot be given for the year 1875, as a whole, owing 
tetia ee: to the fact that the Inspector of Labourers, 

_ Upper Assam, instead of submitting his returns 

for the whole year in the revised forms, as ho was directed to do, 
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submitted returns for the first half of the year in the old and defective 
forms, and for the second half of the year in the revised forms, so that 
the figures for Upper Assam (Sibsagar and Lakhimpur) are utterly 
valueless. They are, however, given separately from the figures for 
the other labour districts. 


667. At the commencement of the year, there were in Lower 
Labour statistics for Lower Assam 53,700 imported labourers; of these, 
ea eee vine ey =«L7,999 were labourers imported under the 
Cachan ene Sieh #8 Srovisions of Act VII. of 1873 (B.C.). 17,707 
labourers were imported during the year, 11,375 of whom were 
labourers as defined by Section 3 of the Act. Of these 11,375 labourers, 
6,082 were recruited by contractors, and 5,293 by garden-sirdars. 
20,212 labourers were added otherwise than by importation. Thus, the 
total number of labourers employed during the year was 91,619. The 
total number of deaths during the year was 2,371; of these deaths 1,302 
occurred among Act VII. labourers. There were 5,014 desertions, of 
which 1,962 were among labourers under the Act. Deducting also 17,999 
labourers removed from the roll otherwise than by death or desertion, 
we find that the total number of coolies remaining on the books at the 
end of the year. was 66,235. From the above figures, it will be seen 
that, taking labourers imported otherwise than under the provisions of 
the Act, as well as Act VIL. labourers, the death and desertion-rates 
were 3°95 per cent. and 8°36 per cent., respectively. Among Act VII. 
labourers, the deathi-rate was 6°49 per cent. and the desertion-rate 9°78 
per cent. Among free labourers, the death-rate and desertion-rate were, 
respectively, 1°98 and 9°06 per cent. The death-rate among boys and 
girls was 2°67, while the death-rate among male and female infants, 
respectively, was 9°58 per cent. and 9°34 per cent. 


668. Owing to the fact, already noted, that the Inspector of 

Labour statistics for Upper 2mmigrants, Upper Assam, sent in two dis- 

peste (thor aint eta‘ of alteegar similar half-yearly returns,—one in the obsolete 

oe and the other in the revised form,—instead of 

one revised form for the whole year, statistics for the year as a whole 
cannot be given. 


669. At the commencement of 1875 there were 17,540 contract 
labourers in Upper Assam; 7,565 were added. and on the 30th June there 
were 21,240 remaining on the books. The death-rate and desertion-rate 
were 2°23 per cent. and 1:11 per cent., respectively. On the 1st January, 
1875, there were in the districts of Sibsagar and Lakhimpur 12,872 free 
labourers; 5,898 were added; and at the end of the half-year there were 
15,266 free labourers remaining on the books. The death-rate among 
the free labourers during this period was 0°90 per cent., and the desertion- 
rate 0°63 per cent. 


670. At the commencement of the second half of 1875 there were 
19,368 labourers imported under the provisions of Act VII. of 1873 
(B.C.) in Upper Assam. Up to the 31st December, 4,104 Act labourers, 
of whom 3,835 had been recruited by contractors and 1,269 by garden- 
sirdars, were imported ; 631 were otherwise added; and on the 3lst 
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December there were 20,646 such labourers remaining on the books. 
The death-rate and desertion-rate among Act VII. labourers was 3°41 
per cent. and 1°54 per cent., respectively. 


671. At the commencement of the same period there were in 
Upper Assam 21,508 labourers imported otherwise than under Act VIL; 
1,287 such labourers were GH and 4,449 otherwise added, during 
the half year, and at the close of the year there were 22,995 remaining 
on the books. The death-rate among non-Act labourers was 1:90 per 
cent., and the desertion-rate 1:25 per cent. 


672. The death-rate and desertion-rate among labourers of all 
classes in Upper Assam during the first half of 1875, was 1°67 per cent. 
and 0°91 per cent., and during the second half 2°60 and 1°38, respectively. 


672. Any detailed comment on the above figures is, as has been 
Remarks on the statistics for Stated, impracticable; but they would seem to 
the two years. show that the death-rate among labourers who 
have contracted to labour under the provisions of Act VIL. of 1873 (B.C.) 
is much higher than among the so-called free Jabourers. This, however, 
would naturally be the case, as the first class would include all the 
newly-imported labourers, while in the latter class would be comprised 
the acclimatized coolies who renew their engagements. 


674. The percentage of desertions was high in both years. As 
long as the bonus system obtains, the desertion-rate will always be high. 
In many cases coolies desert from mere caprice. The Chief Commis- 
sioner does not think that ill-treatment can be assigned as a cause of 
desertion. 


675. The history of the immigrants previous to their arrival in 
Incidents of the journey to the labour districts is given by the Supcrinten- 
ene dete dent of Emigration, Calcutta. The reports of 
this officer are for the financial, and not for the calendar, year, and the 
figures given therein cannot be re-produced nor compared in a report for 
the calendar year. Moreover, this Administration is only indirectly 
concerned with the labourers previous to their arrival in the Province. 
It may, however, be here stated that, from the reports submitted by the 
Superintendent of Emigration, it appears that emigration operations were 
More active in 1874-75 than in 1875-76, and that the death-rate in tho 
latter year contrasts favourably with the death-rate in the former year. 


676. The inspection agency in this Province has been described 
in Section 4, Chapter III, Part IL.a. The 
duty of inspection was performed fairly well by 
this agency during the two years under report. In 1874, there wero 

04 tea-gardens in Assam, and 159 gardens were added in 1875. In 
1874, 270 gardens were inspected once, and 69 gardens were inspected 
twice, In 1875, the number of gardens inspected once was 347, and 
the number inspected twice 94. It is true that during both years nearly 
48 many gardens were left unvisited as there were gardens visited; but 
very many of the gardens left unvisited employ no Act VII. labourers 
at all, and the Inspectors are not bound to visit such gardens. 


Inspection. 
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677. The opening of the overland route to Assam Proper, rid 
Rajmchal and Dhubri, was decidedly by far the 
most important measure connected with immi- 
gration into this Province undertaken during the two years under review. 
The object in opening this new route was to obviate the necessity for the 
detention of the coolies at Calcutta, and to avoid the river journey from 
Goalundo to Dhubri, as it was believed that the seeds of cholera were 
often sown during the detention of the immigrants at Calcutta, and 
the more virulent outbreaks of cholera occurred, as a rule, after the 
departure of the coolies from Goalundo. 


The Dhnabri and Rajmehal route. 


678. Though Dhubri was constituted an emigration depét in 
January, 1875, yet operations were not commenced until March of the 
same year. As the period for which emigration operations at Dhubri 
have been reported on extends from March, 1875, to the end of June, 
1876, it will be necessary, in order to determine whether the experiment 
has been a success or not, to adopt this period here. 


679. During the above period, 3,610 persons were despatched 
from the recruiting districts to Dhubri, twenty-one absconded on the 
way, 119 died in transit, and 3,470 actually arrived at Dhubri. During 
the stay of these persons at Dhubri in the embarkation depoét, two 
absconded, seventeen died, and six were detained for medical treatment ; 
and tho total number that embarked at Dhubri for the tea districts was 
3,445. One infant was born during the voyage; and out of the total 
number of persons who embarked at Dhubri thirty-three deaths occurred; 
the actual number of labourers who reached their destination being 
3,413. Thus, the death-rate among the coolies in transit between the 
recruiting districts and Dhubri, and between Dhubri and the debarkation 
stations, was 3°28 per cent. and ‘95 per cent., respectively. The former 
death-rate was owing chiefly to an outbreak of cholera near Maldah 
and Dinajpur. It is conjectured, however, that many who absconded 
were returned as having died. The health of the emigrants while at the 
depot at Dhubri was good, and the death-rate among the coolies while 
in transit between Dhubri and the several places of debarkation was 
very low. 


680. In addition to the emigrants shipped at Dhubri, batches of 
sirdari coolies, consisting in all of 225 emigrants, passed Dhubri on their 
way to Upper Assam by land. These coolies were imported by the 
Jovhing ‘Tea Company. This experiment of marching labourers the 
whole way from the recruiting districts to the tea districts, appears to 
have been a decided success. 


681. In order to ensure the strictest medical supervision of the 
depots at Dhubri, the Chief Commissioner has directed the Civil Surgeon 
of Goalpara, to make the former place his head-quarters during the 
height of the emigration season. 


682. With a view to facilitate emigration from Bengal to Assam 
vid Dhubri, the head-quarters of the Executive-Engineer, ‘Lower Assam 
division, have been removed from Gauhati to Dhubri, and he has been 
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ordered to thoroughly repair the Dhubri-Cooch Behar road up to the 
boundary of the Province. When the Northern Bengal Railway will 
have been completed as far as Rangpur, the road from that? place to 
Dhubri, rné Karigaon, will be of paramount importance to this Province, 
as recards free emigration vid Dhubri. 


683. A good steam-ferry has been established at Dhubri. 


684. The Chief Commissioner is very confident that the stream 
of emigration vié Dhubri will increase year by year, and that the 
number will soon be sufficient to make it worth while to employ a 
special steamer between Dhubri and Dibrugarh, exclusively for the 
conveyance of emigrants. The experiment, as far as it has gone, he 
considers to be a decided success. | 


685. The Chief Commissioner’s attention “ eciriie ver ey 
a in 1874 tothe question of providing additiona 
and shelter to immigrants ‘during clothing and shelter darng: the inter months 
the voyage in the winter month® to labourers on their voyage up the Brahma- 
ce ; the attacks of cholera to which the coolies were liable on transit 
ing, in the Chief Commissioner’s opinion, attributable in a great 
measure to the sudden and unaccustomed chills experienced on the river. 
The matter was, after some correspondence, referred to the Government 
of Bengal, and that Government sanctioned, in November, 1874, certain 
proposals of the Superintendent of Emigration calculated to effect the 
end in view. The diminution in the death-rate from cholera which 
is shown by the returns since the new measure was introduced may be 
ascribed partly, no doubt, to its beneficial operation. 


686. The question of restricting the importation into Assam of 
Unhealthiness of up-country Up-country coolies, on the ground that they are 
Cae, seston tor  aination t less able to resist the effects of the climate than 
Assam. the Dhangur coolies, and the question of fixing a 
close time during which emigration into the Province should be stopped, 
were for some time under the consideration of the Bengal Government. 
On the formation of Assam into a separate Administration, both these 
questions were referred to the Chief Commissioner for his opinion. On 
the first question, Colonel Keatinge gave as his opinion that, in the 
interest of the overpopulated districts from which up-country emigrants 
come, it would be unwise to discourage their immigration. He was not 
satisfied of the evidence of comparative liability to disease among up- 
country immigrants, as the races which the term “up-country”’ is used to 
denote have never been exactly defined. The Chief Commissioner 
thinks, however, that there should be a clause inserted in the Act 
empowering the local Administration to close a garden to any particular 
class of imported labourers, instead of closing it wholly to imported 
labourers of all classes. On the second question, Colonel Keatinge was of 
opinion that, before resorting to a measure so stringent as that of prohibit- 
ing immigration during certain months of the year, he would obsorve tho 
eflects of the cfforts being made to improve communication between 
Bengal and Assam Proper. Generally, he is averse to imposing any 
further legislative restrictions on immigration than may be absolutely 
and imperatively necessary. 
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687. The excessive duration of the time occupied by steamers in 

the voyage to Assam Proper early attracted 

thevoyage, the attention of the Chief © muniseOnee The 

detentions were sometimes due to the action of magisterial officers on 

whom the duties of inspection devolved, and sometimes to the weak 

steaming-power of the vessels. It has been proved by years of experience 
that these detentions nearly always result in outbreaks of cholera. 


688. With a view to obviating all undue detention of steamers, 
Colonel Keatinge issued certain instructions for the guidance of those 
magisterial officers upon whom the duty of inspection devolved, and, in 
communication with the Government of Bengal, turned his attention 
to certain proposals calculated to exclude from the emigration service 
all vessels unsuited, by reason of inferior power, for the conveyance of 
coolies to Assam. Complaints of undue detention of steamers were not 
nearly so frequent during 1875 as during 1874. 


689. During the year 1875, some correspondence passed between 

Detention of sirdari coottes at ‘his Administration and the Government of 

Goalundo for medical inspection Bengal, respecting the rule by which coolies are 

" kept four days at Goalundo for medical 

observation, a rule which the Chief Commissioner considered open to 

many objections. The question has been referred to the Government of 
India, under whose consideration it now is. 


SECTION 3.—MEDICAL RELIEF. 


690. In the year 1874 there were fifteen dispensaries open in this 
Province, and in 1875 another was added to their number. The total 
number of patients treated in 1874 was 19,046, of whom 2,252 were 
indoor patients. In 1875, the total number of patients treated was 26,623, 
of whom 2,356 were indoor patients. The floating balance at the 
beginning of 1874 was Rs. 4,731-10. The receipts during the vear 
amounted to Rs. 20,482-11-10, of which sum Government contributed, 
exclusive of European medicines, Rs. 7,803-15-2; Rs. 8,755-5 were 
subscribed by Iuropeans and Natives; and Rs. 3,923-7-8 consisted of 
sums received from the Labour Transport Fund, and diet-money received 
from the tea-planters. ‘The expenditure amounted to Rs. 19,392-14-6, 
and the year closed with a balance in hand of Rs. 5,821-7-4. During 
the year 1875, the receipts amounted to Its. 21,856-3-9. Of this sum 
Government contributed, exclusive of the cost of European medicines, 
Rs. 8,089-6-3; Rs. 8,301-7-8 were contributed by Europeans and Natives; 
and Rs. 5,465-5-10 consisted of sums received from the Labour 
Transport Fund, of diet-money, and of miscellaneous receipts. The 
expenditure during the year amounted to Is. 24,283-14-0, and the year 
closed with a balance in hand of Rs. 3,393-]3-1. Malarious diseases, 
and the organic diseases resulting from them, such as spleen, disease of 
the kidneys, dysentery and diarrhoea, and cutaneous diseases, formed 
most of the cases treated during both years. During 1874, 45 major and 
602 minor operations were performed. During 1875, the number of 
major and minor operations performed was 66 and 420, respectively. 
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SECTION 4.—SANITATION. 


691. There is no special Sanitary Commissioner for Assam ; but the 
Deputy-Surgeon-General, Dacca Circle, nominally supervises the depart- 
ment of sanitation. But little progress has been made in this Province 
in the matter of sanitation. The marked absence throughout Assam of an 
indigenous caste of professed scavengers, or ro 1s a serious obstacle 
in the way of conservancy arrangements. Still, something has been 
done. The low, malaria-breeding undergrowth has been much cleared 
away in the neighbourhood of all sudder stations ; a system of conservancy 
has been introduced into the principal towns; and tanks used for 
drinking purposes have been cleaned. In some of the towns, public 
latrines have been erected. The question of sanitation is one that 
presents peculiar difficulties in Assam ; in nearly all instances it involves 
complications of impeded drainage, owing to the low natural level of the 
country, and its liability to periodic cundaHonn: but the Chief Commis- 
sioner hopes that in time some substantial progress may be made. 


SECTION 5.—VACCINATION. 


692. Vaccination is carried on in this Province by vaccinators 
specially maintained by grants from Provincial Funds, by vaccinators 
entertained by municipalities, and by inoculators, who are permitted, 
under the supervision of the medical authorities, to practise vaccination. 
These inoculators are paid by those on whom they operate. 


693. The total number of vaccinators employed during the season 
of 1874-75 was seventy-three. Of these seventy-three vaccinators, fifty- 
four were inoculators employed in Kamrup. The total cost amounted 
to Rs. 1,683, of which Government contributed Rs. 1,523, the munici- 
pality of Gauhati Rs. 120, and the township of Sylhet Rs. 40. The 
cost per successful case was 1 anna 6°4 pie. The total amount of work 
done during 1874-75 was not much, being only at the rate of 4°16 
vaccinated per 1,000 of the population. The percentage of successful 
cases was somewhat higher than in 1873-74. There was a slight increase 
in the proportion of females vaccinated to males, the proportion being 
42°05, against 41°15 for the preceding year. 


694, The total number of vaccinatorsemployed during the season of 
1875-76 was 68, of whom 51 were inoculators, paid in the manner already 
mentioned. The total cost amounted to Rs. 1,515, of which Rs. 1,310 
was paid by Government, Rs. 120 by the municipality of Gauhati, and 
Rs. 85 by the township of Sylhet. The total amount of work done 
was at the rate of 5°90 vaccinated per 1,000 of the population. The per- 
centage of successful cases was 92°80. The proportion of females 
vaccinated to males was 69°60. — 

11.B.—19 
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695. The results obtained during both years are, perhaps, not very 
encouraging. In most districts, the work is chiefly confined to the 
sudder station and neighbouring villages, and the feeling of the 
people is, on the whole, unfavourable to vaccination. But the Chief 
Commissioner thinks that the apathy and dislike of the people will be 
gradually overcome. The fact that the Garos, who formerly entertained 
a violent prejudice against vaccination, are now beginning to thoroughly 
appreciate it, is a most encouraging sign. 
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CHAPTER VII. 


io 


INSTRUCTION. 


SECTION 1.—GENERAL SYSTEM or PUBLIC INSTRUCTION. 
(See Chapter III., Section 3 of Part II.a.) 


SECTION 2.—EDUCATION. 


696. To show the progress that has been made in education from 
the 31st March, 1874, to the 31st March, 1876, it is necessary to take 


into consideration the state in which it was found at the close of the 
year 1873-74. 


697. The following comparative statement shows the number of 
schools, and pupils attending them, during the last three years:— 


1878-74.¢ | 1874-75. 1875-76. 


Pupils. | Schools. 





1,039 28,563 1,119 29,925 1,293 31,462 


® Though Sylhet did not form part of the Province of Assam in the year 1873-74, still, to make the 
comparison truthful, its figures for that year are introduced into the aggregate shown in this report. 


and shows an increase during the two years under review of 254 schools 
and 2,899 pupils. 
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698. The total expenditure during the three years was as shown 
below :— 





Year. | 1873-74. | 1874-75. 1875-76. 


Rs. Rs. Rs. 
Subscribed by the public. ...... veiwaledaese 57,298 62,052 
From Provincial Funds ..........ccecseceses 1,33,970 1,54,596 
From Local Funds 





Total. cits sags 1,91,268 2,16,648 





699, The number of schools and pupils in the year 1872-73 had 
been 798 and 21,560, respectively ; thus, in three years there has been 
an increase of 495 in schools and 9,902 in pupils, or 62 and 46 per cent., 
respectively. 


700. The expenditure from Government funds in the cause of educa- 
tion has been largely increased during the last two vears, owing to one- 
fourth of the allotment of one-seventeenth ofthe land revenue in the districts 
of Cachar, Kamrup, Darrang, Nowgong, Sibsagar, and Lakhimpur, and 
the Eastern Duars of Goidlpara, having been, under orders of the 
Government of India, made over for the extension of primary education 
in those parts of the Province. It has further been found necessary, 
owing to the increased number of schools, to increase the subordinate 
Inspecting agency. There are now nine Deputy-Inspectors, on salaries 
ranging trom Ks. 200 to Rs. 75, entertained, and twelve sub-Inspectors 
(pay ranging from Rs. 50 to Rs. 20),—or in all twenty-one officers, 
giving an average of one inspecting officer to every sixty schools. 
The number of primary schools and pupils, which in 1873-74 amounted 
to 910 and 22,695, were in 1875-76 so many as 1,159 and 24,296 on the 
rolls,on 31st March, respectively. Before the close of the latter year, 
however, manv of these primary schools (upwards of 130) were 
closed, in consequence of its having been found necessary to curtail 
expenditure as far as possible; and thus, from such pathshalas as had 
proved unsuccessful the grants were withdrawn, excepting from those 
which were situated in localities more than ordinarily backward. 


701. A limited number of primary scholarships, allotted among the 
districts in proportion to their several requirements, and as far as the 
funds at the disposal of the Chief Commissioner would permit, are awarded 
to the most successful boys reading in primary schools in each year. 
Their object is to afford to children of the poorer classes who show 
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marked ability a means of prosecuting their studics in schools of a 
higher order. 


702. The Prize Assamese Primer consisting of three parts, has been 
rescribed as the text-book for this examination; and a simple work on 
azaar and zemindari accounts, written by an Assamese sub-Inspector, 

has also been introduced into the course. The Inspector proposed to 
make the course somewhat more difficult, as has been done in Bengal; 
but, considering the backwardness of the Province, Colonel Keatinge 
thought it better to give the present one a longer trial before sanctioning 
any changes. In addition to the 23,211 pupils receiving instruction in 
the primary schools, there were 5,€38 scholars reading in middle and 
higher schools, who were in what is departmentally called the primary 
stage of instruction, t.e., who were not advanced beyond the standard of 
the primary scholarship course. Thus, out of 31,462 pupils in the schools 
at the close of the year 1875-76, 28,849 were receiving a primary 
education, against 27,661, out of 29,925 on the 31st March, 1875,—being 
respectively 91:7 and 92°5 per cent. of the total number of pupils in each 
year. 


703. At the close of the year 1875-76 there were 60 middle ver- 
nacular schools, with 3,322 pps against 59* schools, and 3,028 pupils 
in the preceding year, and 51 and 2,628 respectively in the year 


1873-74. 
704. The schools were maintained at a total cost of— 
In 1874-75 eee ste bes iis PP .- Ra. 22,158 


In 1875-76 eee see ose eee eee eee ” 26,512 


the Government contribution having been Rs. 11,052, Rs. 12,968, or 
49-9 and 48°9 per cent., respectively, of the total cost. The middle 
English schools, and the number of pupils attending them, during the 
years 1873-74, 1874-75, and 1875-76, were as follows :— 





1873-74, | 1874-75. | 1875-76, 


Schools. 





Pupils. | Schools. | Pupils. | Schools. 





25 1,396 26 1,443 32 1,971 


705. The cost of these schools during the last two years, respec- 
tively, was HRs. 19,619 and Rs. 23,163, and the cost to Government 
Rs. 6,690 and Rs. 8,172, or 34°1 and 35:2 per cent. of the total cost. 





® The Williamson Schoclr, which the Inspector had classified as “Middle Vernacular Schools" in hia 
report for 1874-75, are omitted. They are treated of under the head “ Technical Schools.” 
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706. There has been no increase in the number of High Schools. 
Their number, and the pupils attending them, were as follows :— 


1874-75. 1875-76. 
Schools. Pupils. Schools. Pupils. 
9 1,435 9 1,452 


Their total cost was Rs. 36,382 and Rs. 36,866, of which Government 
gave Rs. 18,918 and Rs. 18,789, respectively, or 52 and 51 per cent. 


707. We have already seen that these secondary schools impart 
only a primary education to the majority of their pupils. The number of 
students in the middle stage of instruction (1.e., reading from the primary 
stage up to the minor and vernacular scholarship standards) and in 
the higher stage (7.e., reading beyond that standard) were, respectively, 
2,336 and 277* in 1875-76, against 1,995 and 269* in 1874-75. 


708. At the University Entrance Examination in 1875, the High 
Schools of the Province succeeded in passing twelve out of forty-seven 
candidates sent up. In each of the two preceding years, twenty-nine 
candidates were sent up, and eight and thirteen were passed. Altogether, 
210 candidates have competed at the last seven examinations, and seventy- 
one have been passed,—an average of ten per annum. 


709. Superior instruction, t.e., instruction to candidates who have 
matriculated at the University, was only imparted at the Gauhati school, 
which taught up to the First Arts examination. Four candidates appeared, 
and one was passed. It had been found during the last three or four 
years that these college classes were not very successful; and, accordingly, 
Colonel Keatinge, finding it necessary to lessen the provincial assignment 
for educational purposes, reduced the school from 1st March, 1876, to the 
status of a school teaching as far as the entrance standard only: By 
way of compensation for the loss of the college classes, a greater number of 
junior scholarships than otherwise could have been afforded are allotted 
each year. These scholarships are tenable in colleges in Bengal. They 
not only enable the poorer class of students to carry on their studies, but 
also act as a stimulus to the students of all classes, since it is known that 
they are awarded according to the position which the candidates gain at 
the entrance examination. 


710. Female education is, as might have been expected in so 
backward a Province, almost wholly disregarded by the people; 
there are, however, generally signs of progress, as will appear from the 
following statement :— 


* These figures include normal schools and their pupils. 
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NUMBER OF FEMALE SCHOOLS AND PUPILS. COMPARISON BBTWEBN 
1874-75 AND 1875-76, 
1873-74, | 1874-75. | 1875-76. Increase. | Decrease. 
DISTRICTS. ARE —— — — —= Sa = 
o | o se ee Py So S ¢ ie 3° 
wi . mn ° a . he ; et, Ae 
HE | 84 | £3 | #4 | $3 | ga | ES | F4| BE | BS 
aa as Ee Bs GS | 8s E 5 ia | AS 
S % Be S$ | Fa 2s BB. S BE | Bg BS. 
Zi Zi Zi | & Zi | Zi Zz, | 7, 
| | 2 
en. © ctacucee 13 154 18 132 5 59 aa | 13 io 
Byihet ....s.sceces es 3 | ° 6 | 2 20 14 . : 
Khasi Hills ...... 5 242 10 844 12 890 46 . Ls 
Godlpara ....s... 3 38 5 96 2 31 at 3 65 
Garo Hills ........ 2 19 ] 13 10 ai l $ 
KAmrup .....s-es. 1 125 8 45 6 109 8 64 : 
Darrang .......0.. 5 62 3 | 87 4 70 1 33 i: 
Nowgong ........ 2 47 5 | 69 6 76 l | : 
GE wobe ve occ 2 21 3 | 98 | 8 133 35 ‘ 
Lakhimpur ...-«.. ‘ | Os 12 | ‘ 8 ] | 4 
Net increase.* 
Total.... 83 711 49| 852 40 906 54 








| 
® But decrease in the number of schools. 


711. The falling off in the Cachar district is attributed to scarcity. 
The death of the zemindar of Mechpéra, who did a good deal to help 
to advance the cause of female education, accounts for the failure in 
the Goalpara district. 


712. The figures indicate that much of the progress made is 
owing to the exertions of influential individuals, and that the necessity 
of the measure has not yet been accepted by any large section of the 
community. It is owing to the labours of missionaries and their wives 
that, comparatively speaking, some considerable advance in this direction 
has been made in the Khasi Hills. The people of the hills have not 
the same prejudice against the education of their wives and daughters 
as is felt by the inhabitants of the plains districts. 


713. In addition to the girls actually attending, it would appear 
that a number of girls must get some education at their own homes, 
for more than 50 per cent. of the girls coming to read in the schools 
of the Sibsd4gar district were found to have already acquired some 
knowledge of reading and writing before entering the school. 


714. Muhammadan Education.—It is found that in the districts of 
Darrang, Nowgong, Sibsagar, and Lakhimpur a larger proportion of 
Mussalmans than of Hindus attend our schools. In Kamrup, the 
proportion of Mussalmans to Hindus (making allowance for their respective 
numbers) is six to seven, in Cachar it is seven to eight, in Goalpéra eight 
to nine, while in Sylhet it is only one to three. 





715. The Inspector is of opinion that there is a great deal of 
so-called education amongst the Muhammadans, of which the department 
has no cognizance. It consists in what is supposed to be the teaching of 
Arabic, but is in reality the learning by heart of certain portions of the 
Koran, and the amount of real education is almost nil. 
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SrEcIAL INSTRUCTION, 


716. (a.) Normal Schools.—Of all the teachers in the schools of 
Assam, 543 have had a normal school training; and during the last three 
vears the normal schools have turned out 351, who are now employed in 
teaching. The annual examination of the normal schools is thrown 
open to teachers of pathsalas and other vernacular schools, as well as 
to the pupils of the normal schools, to enable them also to gain teacher- 
ship certificates. This is with a view to encourage study among the 
teachers in schools, who, though not attending the normal school classes, 
are still permitted to appear at the annual examination, and to gain 
che same certificates as are awarded to the actual pupils of the school. 
The certificates are of four kinds, viz., first and second-grade primary 
schoolmastership certificates, and first and second-grade vernacular 
schoolmastership certificates. Primary certificate-holders teach in 
primary schools, and holders of vernacular certificates teach in middle 
class schools. 


717. (b.) Technical Schools —The schools established from the 
Williamson Endowment lund come under this head. The one at Jorhat 
is an artizan school, in which carpentry, boat-building, blacksmiths’ and 
wheelwrichts’ handicrafts are taught. The school at Golaghat is 
devoted to the teaching of surveying. 


718. The artizan’s school was not regularly working till February, 
1876, as the teachers had to be imported from Bengal, and great 
difficulty was experienced in procuring any artificers willing to go to so 
great a distance from home. The school is now doing well, though 
much trouble was experienced in getting boys to come and work at all. 
The great object to be gained by going to school, is, in the eyes of the 
Assamese youth, to learn reading and writing, and ultimately to become 
mohurrirs attached to the courts. On the 2nd Jane, seven pairs of 
wheels had been made, and boat-building had been begun. The wheels 
aro reported to be of good quality, and will, when provided with iron 
axles, fetch from Rs. 60 to Rs. 70 the pair. The teaching of farniture- 
making is soon to commence, and it is thought that it will prove 
attractive, as it is a trade which the pupils can afterwards carry on by 
themselves with profit. It is expected that in a short time the school will 
prove a burden to the fund only so far as the wages of the teachers are 
concerned, which are at present necessarily heavy. In time, when 
teachers can be procured locally, it may become self-supporting, and 
another school of the kind may be started elsewhere. 


719. The idea of teaching surveying in the Golaghat school 
originated with the Bengal Government. It does not seem to be 
particularly popular, as the art is not attractive in a money point of 
view,—the scale of fees given to ameens for surveying grants and 
mouzahs being not sufficiently remunerative. The course prescribed 
is that used in the first-year class of the Roorkee College, and the 
Inspector proposes to give certificates to pupils who pass an examina- 
tion towards the end of the year. Ifthey can then succeed in obtaining 


LITERATURE AND THE PRESS. 153 


employment, it is confidently expected that the school will prove a 
success. In the meantime, its development will be carefully watched. 


720. On the whole, it is scen that the department is making quiet 
progress year by year, and that the demand for education is on the 
increase. 


SECTION 3.—LITERATURE anp tHe PRESS. 


721. During the year 1874, only five books were registered as 
published in the Province. They were all written in the Assamese lan- 
guage. Three of these books were primers and easy stories for school 
children; one was an elementary book on mathematics; and the fifth was 
an easy book on natural science in familiar dialogues. In the year 1875, 
nine books were registered. Of these, four were edaratoaell and five 
non-educational works ; three were original works; three were transla- 
tions; and three were re-publications. Of these nine books, one was a 
brief history of Assam; one was a drama; one was a treatise on medicine; 
three were religious books; and three were primers. All these books were 
written in Assamese. The expenditure incurred under Section 10 of 
Act XXYV. of 1867 in the purchase of these books was very trifling, 
amounting to Rs. 8-10 in the year 1875, and to Rs. 9-9-9 in the 
preceding year. No fees were levied under Section 18, and no necessity 
arose for prosecutions under Section 16 of the Act. 


722. During the two years 1874-75 and 1875-76, there were five 

age in the Province. One of these presses, maintained by the Baptist 

ission, had been some time in operation; but the registration of it 
required by law had, through ignorance, never been compiled with. 


723. Only three native papers were published in the Province 
during the two years under review, viz., the Arunodot, at Sibsagar; 
the Assam Bilasini, at Majoli; and the Hitasadhini, at Goalpara. Besides 
the above, a monthly newspaper called Sylhet Prakhds was started in 
January, 1876, but this paper is printed in Calcutta, and sent for dis- 
tribution to Sylhet. During the year 1874-75, an Assamese resident of 
the district of Darrang edited a paper entitled Assam Durpan. This 
paper was also published in Calcutta, but it has now ceased to exist. 

wo papers, one treating of science and literature, and the other of 
religion, published likewise at Calcutta, are edited by natives of 
Nowgong. 

724. The circulation of all these papers is limited, as a rule, to 
the ministerial officers attached to the Gorenaen offices, and to the 
vakils who practise in the courts. The influence of the native press on 
the general public is not perceptible. 


SECTION 4.—LITERARY SOCIETIES. 
Nil. 


SECTION 5.—ARTS anp SCIENCES. 


Nil. 
11.B—20 
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CHAPTER VIII. 


ARCH AOLOGY. 


725. There are no archeological objects in the Province of 
sufficient interest or importance to be noted here. 


CHAPTER IX. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


SECTION 1—ECCLESIASTICAL JURISDICTION. 


726. Ecclesiastical affairs in the Province are under the supervi- 


sion of the Bishop of Calcutta. 


SECTION 2.— ECCLESIASTICAL. 


727. There is only one chaplain on the establishment, who officiates 
part of the year at Gauhati and part of the year in Shillong. Four 
other clergymen receive allowances as officiating ministers. ere are 
six churches in the Province,—at Shillong, Gauhati, Sylhet, Silchar, 
Tezpur, and Dibrugarh. At stations where no other clergyman is 
appointed, missionaries are licensed to solemnize marriages under 
Act XV. of 1872, and all Deputy-Commissioners are Marriage Registrars 
under that Act. 


SECTION 3.—STATIONERY. 


728. The supplies of stationery for the Province are furnished by 
the Superintendent of Stationery, Calcutta, on indents submitted from 
head-quarters. The actual amount or cost of the stationery supplied in 
these years cannot be stated, as no returns are received from the 
Superintendent’s Office. 
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3.— Vurieties of Tenure held direct from Government. 
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(Held by indivi- 

duals under law 

Great zemin- | of primoygeniture 
daries, paying 
more than Rs.) Weld) by indivi- 
60,000 revenue. duals and fami- 
lies under ordi- 


nary law. 


Under law of pri- 


Large zemin- ( mogeuiture. 


daries, paying, 
more than Rs, Pale ordinary 


6,000 revenue, law: 


Small zemindarics other than those 
of cultivating communitics. 


LTroprietary cultivating communities 
paying in common, 


Proprictary cultivators paring se- 
porately, including all small estates 
paying less than Ks. luv, 


Holders of ( In perpetuity .... 338 62 358 62.278 
revenue-free ; 
tenures. For life. ...ccsees 625 1,522 8,544 26,398 


50 eeeoeee aeeee@e 


Landholders who have redeemed the 
revenue, 


1,441 161 1,477 232,073 161 | scone eeecee 


i Ree eee enn 
J 
e 


Rs, A. P.| Rs. A. P. 
eeeevve eeone eoeee see eee eaete eeeees eeeave \ 
. 1 375,265 | 53,609 860 0 0] 0 0 3 
652 f 1,010} 3,161 | 1,631,650 | 2,579 |701 0 Oo] 0 4 4|I- 
92,209 328 | 170,539 628,993 6; 5 0 0; 01311 
393,668 6,988 | 733,305 | 3,352,608 9/ 415 8| 0 9 4 

185 eeevee eovoee 


————_—_— oO ee OOo. ee eee SS 
Not known 


Purchasers of wastelands ....... 4 806 95 189 175,890 574 








Tutal....-.ceseeeee | 489,146 | 10,166 | 912,574 | 6,425,161 13 





[11] E.—FIscat. 
4.— Varieties of Tenure not held direct from Government (1874-75). 
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5.—Register of Transfers. 





NATURE OF TENURE TRANSFERRED. REMARKS. 
a Saas 
Great semindaries, complete ......cccccecees 
Seares in ditto. ....sececccccccccssccccsesees 
Large semindaries .....cscesseccceces becceee 
Ghares in dillO. .cccccccccccvevccnvccvesecces 
Small semindaries........006 oa vcececcccence 
Ghares in dittO...cccccccvccccccccccssvovcece 





Intermediate holdings of a transferable 
character. 


Holdings of ryote at fixed rates .........0.. 1,000 6 vee 
Holdings of ryote with right of oocupancy .. 121 . . 
Revenne-free tenures .ccccccese sawioenieres 10 : ee 
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2. 


ASSAM ADMINISTRATION REPORT. 


B.—JupicraL STATEMENT. 


(Crominal).— Statement of offences reported, and of persons tried, convicted, 
and acquitted, for each offence in the Province of Assam in the year 1874. 
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STATISTICAL RETURNS. 


B.—JupiciaL STATEMENT. 


XV 


2. ( Criminal).—Statement of offences reported, and of persons tried, convicted, 
and acquitted, for each offence in the Province of Assam in the year 1874. 
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2. (Criminal).—Statement of offences reported, and of persons tried, convicted, 
and acquitted, for each offence in the Province of Assam in the year 1874. 
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[22 | B.—JupIciaAL STATEMENT. 
7. (Civil).—Statement showing value of Suits disposed of in the Civil and 


Revenue Courts for the Province of Assam in the year 1874. 


NUMBER OF SUITS DISPOSED OF 
IN DIFFERENT COURTS. 








VALUE OF SUITS. ¢ 38 s as g E ~ 
ae a a a 
In Civil Courts. Rs, 
Not exceeding Rs. D. se se]! es 56 1,623 ye 5,466 
Ditto ‘ 20 846) 6.248 | ces, fs 67,513 
Ditto : 100 421 | 8658| 12]... | 4,388,466 
Ditto ‘ BO es meal See eae 2616 | 12]... | 4,59,988 
Ditto Re ROU sce «sae Sw) pave 136 20]... | 1,14,435 
Ditto > BOO)! aie PIS ats 2 89 |... | 1,79,698 
Ditto MORO ca gee WE SW access 10 65,073 
Ditto —eSOOOM ce. «eh tee leds}! See 5 58,901 
Exceeding ye GOOD nts, eet | eee | vaccine! | bb eaee!  foweeneeg | ben) |, eeekadane 
Total in Civil Courts 823° PBA sss 13,89,540° 
In Revenue Courts. Ce ales 
Not exceeding Rs. 5 646 
Ditto “ 20 2,180 
Ditto z 100 5,659 
Ditto S 500 3,823 
Ditto o 1,000 1,000 
Ditto a DOU sete Enh Aub Uaewnee DY daadaes Pi batese- il eel) paaheetoas 
Ditto » 10,000 7,294 
Ditto sf EARGO Sbckg 8 ake caved “denee’ | | aushasla Pl Senteed ll seu] .deeakenes 
Exceeding », 1,00,000 
‘Total in Revenue Courts 20,602 
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6. (Civl).—Statement showing the number and description of Civil Suits instituted in the Civil Courts of the Province 
of Assum tn the year 1874, 
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D.—Potice. 


[41] 1. General Statement of Crime, showing the result of Police operations in the 
detection and prosecution of crime and recovery of stolen property during the 
year 1874. 

Part I.—Cognizable Crime. 
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D.—Pot 


General Statement of Crime, shoring the result of Polwe operations wm the 





Law under which | 
punishable. 


Description of Crime. 


2 3 
FEISS susaeee eeu Abetment of offence not com- 
| mitted, &c, 
MEER Sereshatsoee A betting commission of offence 
by public, &e. 
C118, 110. ccc. -»- | Concealing design to commit 


offence, &c, 
Total .... 


CLASS I.—Offences against the State, public tranquillity, 


| 





| 


safety, and justice, 


131 to 136,138 .. | Offences relating to Army and 


Navy. 
231 to 263, 467,and| Offences relating to coin, 
471. stamps, and Government 
notes, 
217.216. Rivacees Harbouring an offender ...... 
224 to 226) «eee. Other offences against public 


justice, 
143 to 153, 157, 158 | Rioting or unlawful assembly... 
140, 170, 171 Personating public servant or 
soldier, 


Total eeee 
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2. Comparative Statement of Cognizable 








Law under which punishable. Description of Crime. 





1878. 


1874. | 1873. 1874. 











~ | Serial Number. 


DB ood ose oho ei 0b Wie 0 nivi0 60 0S wEe-0 Abetment of offence not committed, &c. eeouve eeeoe eeee 
1 TT iieeesecwees cccccccccccsscccsees | AbDetting commission of offence by public, &c. seer aware 
118, 119...... ce cccccccccccccccces | CONCORliNg design to commit offence ........ waiete anaes 
Total.ccecees eeee [sees 
Cuiass 1.—Offences against the State, public tranquillity, safety, and justice. 
2 | 181 t0 136,138 ......ccccceeeee Offences relating to Army and Navy ...... gout eeek 
3 | 281 to 259, 260 to 263, 467 and 471.. | Offences relating to coin, stamps, and Govern- ieee ere 
ment Notes. 
4 212, DG ie icd ek dioia ee bow ts bee ewe Harbouring an offender Ceovenceeeoeeveeoeen eeee eeoee 
B | 22h to 226... .cceeccccecccececece | Other offences against public justice ........ sees wens 
6 148 to 153, 157, 158 eeoeoeeseeeeoeaene Rioting or unlawful assembly eovanee eeeeene eeoeo eaeaeo 
T | 140,170, 171... ccceccecscsccceceee | Personating public servant or soldier ...... wees coos 


Total...cceeve 63°39 


CLA8S II.—Serious offences against the person. 













; FSi eee eter aeiee: eeee 
ts eeceeoeote eos eoeeveoveevoeeoeoneon eeeoed 
10 302, 303, 396 eeeaeeeveeenvn eee eoeeseo Murder robbers eePeeeoeweGeevneeveaeeeeveeseosveeoee ] eeoee 
ll IRON 2. ccccccecs eeeereoeeoeseoann 1 eeo0e 
12 \ Other murders eevee eee eaee ee aneeeeaeeneenannne 30 eoee 
18 BOT aikae ood 6 ae 00 bee 8006 ete ee wees Attempte at murder.......cscccccncccsccces 1 eeoe 
14 804, BOB wc cvoncccccccccceseccccces Culpable homicide. COCKE CoH eS He PT OH HOE HSH HERES 28 eeoe 
15 BIG + seseecsseseevessecsrerseeees Rape eeeeoaeceoeovenn @eeeeteaeeoveeee eeeopeeeneseue 89 eease 
1G) BUT wi ccadect Cesereceseswes exes ses Unnatural offences ..........0cc eee cee eee 16 eee 
LU} S17 SIGs isiiaivevegsvecawacuveueds Exposure of infants or concealment of birth... 9 | wees | ones | 
18 | 305, 806, 809.......,cccsccececoess | Attempt at, and abetment of, suicide........ 23 re eo 
19 | 399, B81, BBB.....ccsseeseeceseeees | Grievons hurt for the purpose of extorting ae Gee, er 
property or confession. 
20 825, 826, BBB .esesessreerereserees: Grievous hurt... euveeanoe eoHR Reeves eneeeeves 87 econ eooe 
BD BIB oss swev bes ocknwaecas Psraateas Administering stupefying drugs to cause hurt 1 Sate geet 
22 827, 830, 482 . Coveeeeaseeceneeecevese Hurt for purpose of extorting property or 2 eoce oe s:2 
confession. 
28 | 894 ..... 2000 co ccccccccesccescees | Hurt by dangerous weapon .........ecceees 96 | coco | cone 
24 868 to 369......66 @eeeseenecoe Kidnapping or abduction Boerner eneseeeecesneon 43 evoe See:9 
25 | B46 tO BAB. cc cc eccccsececcceees Wrongful confinement and restraint in secret 29 cians eae 
or for purposes of extortion. 
26 | 872, 878........06% son Selling, letting, or unlawfully obtaining a Q | sees | coe 
woman for prostitution. 
27 8 eoneseseeceecneesoeeeeeenenaes Habitually dealing in slaves seeeeneaseneeane eeon eecos ae s'¢ 
2B | 853, 854, 356, 357...... enone ---..- | Criminal force to public servant or woman, or eee core 
in attempt to commit theft or wrongfully 
confine. 
29 | 304A, 888...............ceseeeee. | Rash or negligent act causing death or cove | cece 
| grievous hurt, 
Total..cccece [ares | sree | 
CLARS II1.—Serious offences against person and property, or against property only. 
30 395, 3897, 398 eoeeseeeaneoeseeeeeoeeeeesn DAOOIEY oc cicccscsccceecavecacecrcnecteencece e@eee eee? 
31 899, 402 Seeoertocesteeeeseaereoeeere Preparation and assembly for dacoity eeeense eone @ane 
82 | 894, 897, 898 .....0eeseeeseeereeeee | Robbery a poisonous or stupefying 
burt. Sy oiier nica Spvaes eines bees eeee 


eee youre eaeneacen eeeen 3 ms @eee eee 
83 892, 398 eeeeeseseeeoserseceoseseses Robbery a ne en wey between sunset and 2 oer | 


shat Poet ie her tasciistens dee 69 46 @eeeo ooet I 


eenece 142 eeee eh 
84 | 270, 281, 282, 480 to 483, 485 to 440.. | { Stircniet atmanie nnn oenate omtences verve | TOT TM | | oe 


——————— 
i —————D 


STATISTICAL RETURNS. lxi 


LICE. 


Crime, with result of Police operations for the year 1874. 








Namber and percentage uf persons arrested and brought to trial. Amount ee ee of property 





Amount of 
* Percentage of Percentage of Percentage of 
Number of N sae perzons con victed| persons convicted| Property stolen. Amount, {Property recovered 
persons arrested. bro trial to pereons ar- to persons to propert 
ught to : rested. brought to trial. stolen. , 


1874. | 1873. | 1874. 




















187%. | 1874. | 1873. | 1874, 1878. 1873, | 1874, | 18738. | 1874, 


1 | on | iw | x | w | ae | a | we | wo | wo | 























Re. Rs. 

“xo | ao | es | 30 Face Wetecioes Sh eee al eo 
li 3 il 2 eevee ecee eove éee 
75 71 73 71 cove eooe ecne ee 

1,074 38 1,048 930 vee axeces 28-8 cove 
$ 3 8 2 eee oven cove osee 

1,195 1,063 1,165 1,035 67°53 61°90 69°27 eeee oove eves ewe 

Seid AL wee ht od eee epee eee. le ee 
49 $4 48 $4 eoee eoee oove sees 

3 9 3 eeoe econ eeoe ees 
38 37 36 31 eeee Sees cece ae 
7 27 19 20 eecee eoeoe eevee - 
19 7 17 q eoee eeee @ees ee 
4 $ 3 & eoee ecee eece See 

23 19 25 19 wae he narteee Air segs I) “ates 
eS 84 87 82 eene 2 ee eoee eeoe 
1 evoe 1 eres eoce e088 9:0. 0.¢. eens 
@oee 4 eoece 4 ooee ie is Se e:6 ae 
81 109 7 108 eeee ee 8. o0 0.8 even 
432 47 42 48 wooe 8.9: 0.6: eee 2 eooe 
37 335 27 $1 eece eoee eeos eevee 
1 4 1 4 eaee eeoe sees eevee 
13 | “112 | “134 | “106 Gerd: Geiaed amen. dit ag: 
6 yt] 6 16 eave eoon eeee eovee eees eoee eevee 

5% $68 497 5B : 48°85 47-17 51°50 eane oo ee ny enee 
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. 2. Comparative Statement of Cognizable 








Total number of| Percentage of 
cases investigated! cases in which 
during the year, conviction 
Columns 6, 7 and| was obtained to 
Law under which punishable. Description of Crime. 8 of Statement A.| cases decided. 


1873. 


Serial Number, 





1874. | 1873. | Wit 
we 


| + | 


CLAss ITI.—Serious offences against person and property, or against 
property only.—(Continued.) 


| ms 
au 
w 


B65 | 454, 455, 457 to 460 .....eeceeee0- | Lurking house-trespass or house-breaking with 661 600 
intent to commit an offence, or having made 
preparation for hurt. 


eeee eeeoe 


36 | 449 to 452... cccccccccsvcccecccces | HouSe-trespnass with a view to commit an $4 26 ee eee 
offence, or having made preparation for hurt 
87 2 ALS ciier.vveteveedaw eee wena’ Receiving stolen property by dacoity or eove 3 eeoe ooee 
habitually. -— —— 
Total.... 878 850 17°46 | 21°66 
CLass IV.— Minor offences against the person. | 
oon eeee Hart CCHOHSEHC SETHE HERES EHEHO HEHEHE HEHHESOH OHH OE @svec 167 eooen eoeee 
38 O34 ois see eee dao MesWaeaeeeehewes Hurt on grave or sudden provocation eeoovecvcn 5 7 ove wave 
39 BAY (0 S4h ie keve-Cisee awh ee ae eee Wrongful restraint and confinement eenceceoe 516 513 eeoe eeeor 
40 SSA, BRT ac eiiee oie wwe ee eeea cauie ees Rash act, causing hurt or endangering life ee 6 38 acoe ooee 
4l BUM io ovuie ies 0''0bie 0:6:0:0'0-0 0 0.010 4.656 000% Compulsory labour @eeeeeenvneseeeeoereaneeeoned 4 6 e@eosve oe 


Total ..cccecs 8380 696 28°72 3903 
OLA8S V.— Minor offences against property. 


42 | 453, 456... ccccccccccccccscceseee | Lurking house-trespass or house-breaking .. 75 


Of Cattle ..cccccccvcccccccccccscces 249 
43 B79 tO BB2....eerecerseneecceeeens Theft.. OPTOMA. oois c-sic eves de redewsceeceece< 2,658 
44 406 to 488... ccc cccccccccccccccees Criminal breach of trust ....cccccccccccccecs 144 
45 | 411, 414... ccc cu ncccrccccccceee | Receiving stolen property ...csccscccccccecs 155 
46 | 447, 448. ccc ccccccecccccccccece | Criminal house-trespass ..cccccseccscccsccce 391 
47 461], G2 vec dvcccicces cee decdececnes Breaking closed receptacle eeeeevneaevneneere @eaenn 1 


Total. ccccacs 3,668 
CLA88 VI1.—Other offences not specified above. 


48 | 811, 400, 401.....ccccccccccceeeess | Belonging to gangs of thugs, dacoits, robbers, 1 
and thieves. 





; 49 Chapter XLX., C. P. C0, .ccccccceens Vagrancy and bad characters ..cccceccseces 108 
50 295 to 29 visa ioiaie-e 06-650 be 6 elde ee 0ieteiece Offences against religion @eeteeeooneeeaaeeeenen eos 2 
61 ) Cognizable offences under the Gambling Act.. 1 
5: —————- Excise Laws .......ce00: ieeeteae 78 
53 | Cognizable offences under the) |———————Railway Laws .......... SibaSrSt8% wees 
64 ? Acts in force in the Province Salt and Customs Laws.......... er 
55 ————_——_Stage Carriage Act ....... wire aerate 
56 ——_————- Stamp Act......... ia, Ws bo se-e lees aeee 
67 | 269, 270, 277, 279, 280, 281, 282, 283, | Public and local nnisances .......cceseeesese 209 





285 to 287, 289,291 to 294, section 
84 of Act V. of 1861, and any 


other Municipal or local laws ., Total .... 
oeia’s ere Other special and local laws cognizable by Police 
Grand Total .... 





STATISTICAL RETURNS. |xiil 


LICE. 


Crime, with result of Police operations for the year 1874.—( Continued). 











Member and percentage of persons arrested and brought to trial. Amount ee of property 





Amount of 
Number of Percentage of persons Percentage of 
Mamber of persons tage of persons) .onvicted to persons | Property stolen. property recovered 
ea. brought to convicted any brought to Amount. to property 
trial. Pereone :akrce trial. stolen. 











1973 | 7. | 1873. | 1874. 


1873, | 1874. 


18738. | 1874, 1878. 1874. 1873. 1874, 

















1873. | 1874. 


ae wakes sees sees = | 28,402 [24,482 | 5,249 | 4,701 


63 40 eoee eeoe eonvee ee0ae 96 eeeo 95 eoee eeooe eevee 
eo 4 eeee ence eevee eece esee 25 eoee 25 eeee eoee 





43°18 44°09 60°18 52°11 | 25,688 =| 26,388 5,611 6,043 21°41 15°58 


eed Geel 
Soe 





eo 233 eevee eevee cove eoee ence eoee eene eeee e@ees evne 
6 8 eoee eoee eoee eons eoeve acee eevee eoee eeoe evoco5e 
878 488 eeee eoas eeee e@ev5e eeoce eecve eees eevee eove eevee 
3 1 eevee eene eece eoee eevee eevee eves eooee eve eae 
‘2 8 eevee eoee eevee eece eese eoee e eevee eeae eee 
684 683 41°73 64°11 43°64 66°80 one eene eeee ee ence eee 


mame | eons | ee, | ES | eS | ES | ee | a | eR | 


eeee eeeos eeee eeee 77 2 20 2 





258 341 ease eses econo eeee 4,871 7,756 8.445 6,642 eooe eee 
1,870 | 1,800 esee eeee eee eee 65,402 | 45,407 | 19.978 | 16,727 oes eee 
145 | 139 cece cone eoee eoee 2,757 8,276 484 894 ones Sew 
258 307 eece eaoe eocoe eccee 4,472 4,497 227 2,587 eeee eevee 
683 607 eene econo @aee eevee eeoe eeee eeee eosne eoee eoee 


SS |S YS | ES | ES | | | ES | SD 


BA8B | 8542 | 3.274 | 3,288 13°92 53°89 82°04 58°06 |67,586 | 60,988 | 24,354 | 26,852 | 38°99 | 46°58 


V—_—_—————— | ee ee, ee eee? OC 


























ee 























ieee 
OS00 171216 |6,606 |6,775 | 6729 568i 10°38 | 59°19 | 98,274 | 93,047 | 29,960 iad @e'i2 | S410 
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4. Statement of Additional Police collected for the protection of persons and property, or quartered as a punitive measure, 
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E.—MILIrary. 


[48] 


Statement showing the strength, cost, and other particulars of the Army attached to the Province of Assam in the year 1874. 
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[50] E..—Mitary. 


3.—Statement showing Religion, Races, and Classes of the Native Oficera and 
Men of the Army attached to the Province of Assam on the last day of the 
year 1874, 











S353 
Pas 
Classification according to religion, raccs, &c. . oer 
5 Breed 
g Eisai 
zi 07° 
Christians ......cccccescecccece 5 34 4'9"(?) 
3rd N. I. Muhammadans .......c..e00. 212 30°49 57" 
TEINUB: sediwevenisticseseceeses. |490 29:12 58” 
Christians: sescednesvcasesseaces 9 
loth N. I. |< Muhammadans ............... 108 28°10 5’83° 
Hindus Z 590 
GI has soceeesisnsavhccieasseus 299 | 18 to 50 [5’ to 510° 
OUEW OLS: oscssarucaiscesdconctec 103 | 20to 40 [5’ to 510° 
42nd N. I. 
IRB! scisesyitns ooesedecowenoees 250 | 20 to 50 5'7’ to 6’ a 
B 
Hindustanis  .............008. 233 | 18to 50 | 56’ to 6’ & 
o 
(Gurkhas ......ccseccsseseeeees 368 27 55° | a 
SUPWANIG Siveacsdieiecasccseestas 281 26 5/7" 
Tlindustanis .........ccc00. vee | 207 32 58° 
43rd N. I. 
Manipuris .......ccccccesecsece 6 30 5'5° 
POWIADIS. ssccciciccqutsis 4 35 5’8” 
CADOIIB J iceceseievectansecee 2 35 5'6° 
Gurkhas .......cccecescsccsccecs 607 27°32 5'4° 
JUrWAhS ....cceccccccceccecccess 79 29°16 55° 
44th N. I. 
Christians .........ccccceeccess 7 26°85 5'4 4° 
Hindustanis ................ -- | 168 33°83 5'6” 
a 
[51] F.—Manine. 1.—[Blank.] 


[52] F.-~Manring. 2.—[Blank.] 
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PART III. 
STATISTICS OF PRODUCTION AND DISTRIBUTION. 
[53] A.—FINANCE. 


1.—Account of the gross and net Revenue of the Province of Assam 
Jor the year 1874-75. 





Charges against Income. 

















a us 
8 fos 
entree ; zE8 Z 
3 EGS 4 3 
=eqs ° 3 S 
o <j = Z a 
Imperial Services Bs. Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. 
lend Meese cewees Se vertecees 83,35,080 54,200 | 7,566,290 | 25,78,740 | .... 
‘Triates, &c. ...... paeeoeeeds Pos saces ae oats ne secaes 
Wevests ...... eOeeaneeeeraseeveeae wees 9 60,010 5,940 | .... 
Wastes on spirits and drugs .......... 13,78,690 11,330 | 13,67,860 | .... 
Asseaped taxes (income-tax) .......... 1 deere 10 | .... 
SOHOHOSCH OEE EO LOCH OREHREORAEE EES Ee 4,84,880 8,460 4,76,420 eosee 
sasnae eae wedie cousotwceowas 98,610 1,25,100 cues 26,490 
Kamer amd Justice ...cccceccccccccnees 74,710 11,960 62,750 | .... 
eS beabwveececas ceaeencsais 85,610 pis 35,610 
_— of superannuation al- 520 620 
Gain exchange in transactions oe aa seen as 
with don. 
eeeee @eeeeessseooseseeose 44,770 7,630 87,140 eee 
Total Imperial ...... 55,18,780 54,200 | 9,80,780 | 45,88,000 | 26,490 
Mantcipalitics.......+s secimaesstipes 79,060 
Provincial Services and Local Funds. 
Provincial Servicee— 
Allotment from Imperial] revenue 17,55,126 , 
Jails SPweeeeeecvancetSStevessnanegereet 28,159 ae 
oeeewa's Oe vetevdeeses 17,290 . 
Se CHKeRE EH ESeeeesEetESe @ee 8,841 ® 
Bédaucation eoeoene @eeenens @e@veee@eaeoe 21590 se0e 
Medicai OGCeeseerseeaseeeeOuvuseeeevense 1308 e 
Mae. oe 
CCOCRESH CHEE TERT EEF 1,463 
Public Works ........ccsccucceces 7,570 


ee | eee | ee ED | ES | RS | 


Total Provincial ...... | 18,837,894 18,834,759 


eee ewe | eee | eee | ee | eee eee 


Local Fonds, including Assam William-|  5,69,090 
son Educational Endowment Fund. 
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} 54 | A. FINANCE. 


2.—Account of Expenditure from the net income of the Province for 
the year 1874-75. 


[See the Iteturn sor the year 1875-76. | 


[55] A. FINance. 
3.—Account of Cush Receipts and Dishursements of the Treasurves 
of the Province in the year 1874-75.—[ Blank. ] 


[56] B.—Pusiic Works. 


1, Statement showing the Frpenditure incurred on Imperial, Provinctal, and 
Local Services in the Public Works Department during the year 1874-79. 





eee | Repairs. Total. | Grand Total 
























ImrertAL SeERVICES—ORrDINARY— Rs. Rs. Rs. 
Military” .axicceniabveueseasesacees’ ine 29,021 50,299 | esse e 
Civil Buildings ss scicccsessexssvewesss 14,383 64,682 
Establishiment ........cccccssssssssccs | eecees 15,440 15,440 
Total, Imperial Services... | — ...... | seeeee | ewe . 80,122 
PROVINCIAL SERVICES—ORDINARY— 
Civil Buildings......cccccceeeeees oe 142,405 |. 
Communications ......cc.cceseeeeenes 3,468,522 |... . 
Miscellaneous Public Lmprove- 869 | 5,11,796 
ments, 
Establishanent-2ccsscccsssddaeveneesdse:) -~<estans 2,00,554 | 2,00,554 
Podls:and phil’ sawawestemacc!, sekig 29,104 29,104 
Prot and LOGS ccavocdsseesstiviestiace| GWasecs 12 12 
Tnerease Of stock ...cccscccecccseccces | cvcces 26,864 26,864 
Total, Provincial Services... | «2.2... | eeeeee | eee 7,68,330 
LocaAL SERVICES— 
Provincial Reserve— 
Works and repairs ......ccsecesecees 20,688 |... 
Establishment .....cccscssccsscesccecs | covees 4,744: 25,432 
Williamson Education Fund— 
Works and repairs ...ccccccecssceeee | teens 440 | ceeees 
Establishment .....ccccccssccsccesccee | ceecce 110 550 
District Improvement Fund oad 
Account— 
Works and repairs .........eeecceees 151,932 | essen 
Establishment ......ccccccecccccccccee | cveces 10,847 | cseeee 
Tools-and: plant: scccccasddecseseeeiee:| 04008 1,838 | asso 
RG LUNGS iii scakse said outeasteseiteacesws 1,545 1,066,162 
Total, Local Services... | ...... weviee if :ieateiewe 
GRAND TUPAL tesclassvoss.|| ketess “I eee OW deere 10,40,59 
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[57] B.—Pusuic Works. 


2. Statement showing the Income and Expenditure on reproductive works in 
the Province of Assam for the year 1874-75.—[ Blank. | 


[58] C.—RaILways. 


[ Blank, there being no Railway in the Province. ] 





[59] D.—MarineE. 


1. Statement showing the various Government Ships and Vessels employed in the 
Province of Assam in the year 1874-75. 


| 








gs. S 
ES gi : & 
eke 3 a 2 G 
g88 [a] | 8 5 
DETAIL OF VESSELS. a ted S Fi 2 a: REMARKS. 
SES aS = = ¢ 
f= e a1 a] 3 $3 
*hyteg m1 & g ha 
Rts. | Rs 
Tons.) H.-P. | 
SEA-GOING VESSELS. | 
None. 
RIVER-GOING VESSELS. 

Steamer Jaboona say tee | uo 5 | 55 9,714 19,800 Employed under the orders of the 
Chief Commissioner of Assam 
from ist April to 30th June, 
1874,for his tour and conveyance 
of troops, &c., &c. 

= Koladyne coe farvo 90 5 | 42 18,070 13,500 Proceeded with the yacht Suna- 
mukhi in tow on the lst Decem- 


ber, 1874, for service in Assam, 
for conveyance of the Chief 
Commissioner and his suite up 
to 3lst March, 1875. 


Flat Ganges we. | 400 0 1 | 25 | 8,446) 14,200] Employed in Assam in conveying 


troops and stores up to October 
1874; the rest of the year in 
Duffla expedition. 


Yacht Sunamuki | 44) Of} 1] 15 | 21,82) Not [Placed at the disposal of the Chief 
known Commissioner of Assam for his 
vy tour from lst December. 


Aut ornerCrart, Boats,&c. 


None. 
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[60] D.— Maris. 


2. Statement showing number of Officers and Men employed otherwise than ta 
Government Vessels in the Province of Assam in the 
| year 1874-75.—[ Blank. ] 
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F.—Pxricers oF PRODUCE AND LABOUR AT THE END OF THE YEAR 1874-75. 
2. Labour. 


[65] 





Wages per diem. 


Donke 
DISTRICTS. Cart per cane (Per! per score Boat per day. 
Je per day. 


Skilled. | Unskilled. 




















Sylhet sisssecsesies seas 0 seweear |. Satwtes 0 0 ‘ 
Cachar sascsssscssoeese 210 8 0 4 Oo we foc | OE 1 8 o} (Bengali 
Godlpara ...cscxce 04003 31 0 © ..... sce | 2 0 OF boats.) 
ae euseataveoes - +} 0 : 0; i ; : Ol? cwsseee: ese - 4 0 
MITANG: saccdevevsyeses 0 O} «sices 0 0|0 4 0 
Nowgong....-ssssscsece 080030100 .... | wu. 0 8 o |} (Dug-out 
Sibedgar .....c.ceccc-c. 0120040 .... | oe i. 0 6 o| cances.) 
Lakhimpur ............ 012 00 5 B66.) sicauee il Sevees 0 8 0 
Géro Hills .........00- 8 0 42 OF 1 O OF .rreee | ceccee | covece 
Khasi Hills........:... 012 0}0 6 Of ...... |... é devas. Uh. aeeees 
Naga Hills ............ eases ©: Be 20). sedece. | Saved f caslens 0 4 0 
[66] G.—MinEs AND QuaRRIES (1874-75) 
Number 
DISTRICTS. | Where situated. | Mineral produced. - REMARKS, 
mines 

Sylhet ...... Pergunnah Jaflang in Jainti4| Limestone 1 
Cachar ...... orth Cachar .........+6. Coal. 

Katta Khal ........ secivos Limestone. 
Godlpdra Pergunnah Kariabari Coal 1° | °Mine belongs 
Kémrup..... | Mouzah Mataikhar 1 to a zemindar 

snepepan ccovecer- | LAMESONE cecccccesers 1 of Godlpéra. 
Darrang...... 
Nowgong ... | Hills near Panimur 

Ditto 
Sibedgar...... Dikhu and Disang Coal. 

ne gold-dust, and 
petrol leum.) 
Lakhimpur.. |Makum,Terap, and Namdang | Coal 2 
Géro Hills... Géro Hills Coal. 
Ditto Limestone. 
Khési and| KhAsi and Jaintié Hills... | Lime.. éssvee | OO 
Jaintid Hills. Ditto Con] csstextuccvasecaaas 16 
(Tron and slate). 

Naga Hills... | Rangemah Coal. 





of the Nambar and | Lime. 


Ban 
Jamuna rivers. 

Banks of the Jamuna river | Chalk. 

Barail Mountain. 
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Return of Scientific and Literary Societies. 


Members or 
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Income, wisitore 
: : 
Name. Objects. . ‘ é 4s When 
E L S 5 established. 
> oe a Total. £ ~ 
S|e] & lflalo| 8 
S ¥i2isgidal x 
5 | 3 S | = & > 3 “Eo 
& s Ss A oe - Ss ~ S 
| me A. P| Rs. A. P, | | | 
Hita Sadbini . | To promote public; .. [1,900 |  .... 1,900 0 0 24|..|.. | 24) Not August, 1874, 
| welfare. hs | | | 
Subha Sadhini .. | To do public good.. |167 0 0 167 0 0 25 | .. | .. | 25 | Not | February, 1872 
| 
The _ Eloquent /To improve the| .. 2/ 44 6 0) 4660) 12 12 | Not | September, 1872 
Society. speaking of the 
English language, | 
Gyana Pradayini |General improve- 4 8 0 48 0} 10 10 | Not |June, 1874. 
| ment. 
| 
[77] C. 2. The Press, 1874-75. 
————SSSooooOooaSeeeeeee eee SE" 
1 | 2 8 4 
PUBLICATIONS THEREAT. 
District. Name of Press. Name of Proprietor. 
Newspapers. Periodicals. 
(1) American Baptist | Mission Union at Boston .. | Arunodot.....ssseeee Nil. 
Sibeigar ........ 4| Mission Press. 
(2) Dharmaprakash Press | Aun{atti Gosvami, Jorhét.. | Assam Belasini...... Nil. 
Godl péra @eeeevoee ts Hitasadhini eaeeneeceeovoeenners Hitasadhini Society........ Hitasadhini eeeeesqgen Nil. 
Kdmrip .......+.. | Chidananda Press ........ | Chidananda Choudri ...... NG ivitueseses Nii. 
Khasi Hills........ | Assam Secretariat Press ..| Her Majesty's Government | Assam Garette........ eee 
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e e e ° = ° 
[ 80. ] C. Statement showing particulars of Vaccination® tn the 
1 | 2 | 3 | 4 | 5 | 6, | | 8 | 9 | 
‘ J = by . 
a 
5 3 S |Totalnum-| §254 E 
Ke Sagat berof per-| 23 = 
3 Seis sons vac Sz 3 
: 2 sil. cinated. me 2 be is 
S o es | 8 S3a Q 
= 3 94/4 S52 - 
- cS con 3 oa 
S 9 s=- 18 ces & 
© & = 3 2.4 z 
~~ c 52 —& 0 = 
- &, o> zg 2 “A a 
s a eSi 3 : OSE 3 
a - Sele | & 12 | Bax 5 b 
= ° 2 = oO =~ Bo 3 
“a ee oO ™ = - > a Nn 
8 a4 33/138 oD =" 2= 2 a g 
oon = S a ; . ~ 4D. « 
= e. Zeal pl a Ased S B 
“ 7.2 oa | cC§ o mh o -ks Ss a . 
~~ 25 so 8 - a oS 2 _ fo} 
S ea Bs | Es ” S ES &09 3 3 J 3 
© ef £°«¢ fa 5 2 = 2 - 3 © “a + z 
S B 2 = Eo > = %&s s 
£ i Be |] 5A 5 2 e453 > 8 2 = s 
© Zi A A ea a A a “ = = 5 = 





\ Sylhet ........ 751; 492 6 bm 
geon-Major, Civil Sur- 
geon. 
J. J. Monteath, M.D., Cachar........ 875, 512 2 


1. | 1,416, 1,431| Cachar ..| 205,027 
Civil Surgeon. | 


Mr. J. Slane, Civil Medi- 1 147 302) Goalpdra .. | 407,714 


cal Officer, 


Goalpara...... 7l| 76 es rf 


T. Mathew, M.D., Sur-| .. 1 1,245] 1,877] Sylhet... {1,717,889 
| 


Total.%:'|' -<s 73 er 21,225 3,793,479 


E. G. Russell, M.A., M.D., 55 © /10,001| 11,474) Kamrip .. | 561,681) Gauhati ...... | 6,056)3,945 | .. 
Civil Surgeon. 
A. Imthurn, Esq., Civil] .. 1 303; 104) Darrang .. | 236,009, Tezpur ...... 160; 143] .. .* 
Medical Officer. | 
2 eg 
2 | Mr. J. W. Hughes, Civil] .. 2t 265| 348] Nowgong .. | 256,390] Nowgong .... |; 140) 125 
o Medical Officer. 
g 
= | Babn M. C. Mookerjee,| .. 1 | 1,391] 2,277) Sibsagar ..| 64,539) Sibsagar ...... 728) 663 
A |” Civil Medical Officer. pears 7 
f 1,908) 2,123) Lakhimpnr..| 94,318 Dibrugarh ....| 1,060) 848 
J. White, Esq., Surgeon- Se 5< 
MAF, EE UE EPOn (| 36} 77] Ditto ..| 26,424] Branch Bispen-| 20) 16 
sary, North 
| Lakhimpur. 
J. O. Brien, M.D., Civil | .. 2 1,438; 928) Khasi and| 141,888) Shillong ...... 727; 70 
Surgeon. Jaintia Hills 
Mr. A. D. Cooper, Civil Niga Hills| .... | Samaguting ..| .. és 
Medical Officer. | 
J. E. C. Ferris, Esq.,| .. 4 1,738] 784| Giro Hills..| 80,000) Garo Hills .... 906, 827 
Civil Surgeon. | | 
a | | | | ——— 
11,504) 8,348 











* This term includes every specics of local vaccination performed under the supervisior. of a Civil Surgeon 
¢ That is to say vaccination of persons who have been either previously vaccinated with success, or have 
t One for the whole year, and one from Ist April to 15th June, 1874. 
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Dispensaries of Assam during the year 1874-75. 
































10 | 11 | 12 | 13 | 14 
| 
Db 
Primary vaccination. | Re-vaccination.t a 
Percentage of 3 
| Successful cases, 2 Total cost of 
B. C. D A.| B.| C. | D, | excluding those; § vaccination for 
| unknown from 8 the year. 
mes | £6 total Vac S 
| Caste Age. Results & cinated. = 
[ § S 
f +0 ‘Oo 3 ' z 3 
1 5 & 8 q &, » 3 
! 5 3 Boe See 
: . = “J a 8 - § ei 
| a: = : 23 g 
=o 3 > Pp Ba Ps 
g > a 3 E a e 5 Pb a = 3 5 zg . 
i] 3 - IS : 2 ~ 
; 3/2/28] 3/85! § eltzle Dome eee te oe 
| : b 5 Pe Z 2 3 _ 2 SB! 2/7; & 5 2 = 2 3 
! § 2/3|8/82| 8/3 |sl28}4/3] & | °8 | s3 | 3 | 38 
- Ss 3 q 
: Si6.1418 (5715 |e leSslieal s | st] 3 a | é 
Rs. 
84 | 1,159; 876) 3867) .. UO ae 1 OB es 2} 70°47 oye 6434 120) Rs. 40 
paid by 
Municipa- 
lity. 
20°8 | 1,179) 1,091) 283 13} 1,887; 24) 5] .. 29) 78°65 82°75 | 1,416 120 Nil. 
36 lll} 127 16 Gi ¢XOT as Nall weit ioe SE) swan 147 120 cies 


1,274 | 8,727) 9,831) 565; 105/10,001}../..]..].. 93°33 eees 110°01 |None. | Rs. 10 paid 


by muni- 
cipality. 
14 289 298 5 ** 803 ** ee * “* 98°4 eee 303 90 eee 
19 246 194 55 16 265 ef ** **f *-« 73°20 seee 265 143 *eee 
452 939} 1,891 ai) 4% yp ea eo ee iy 96°63 eooe | 1,891 120 esse 


$05 | 1,603) 1,493) 186) 116 1,795) 113) .. | .. : 93°53 | 100 5816 280 eee. 


100 100 36 


162 | 1,276) 1,150) 268) .. | 1,488]..]..]..|..| 790 | ... | 719 288 


** ** ** ** ** ** ** ** ** ** **#ee eee ete ** None. 


656 | 1,078| 1,443, 290) .. | 1,738] ..|..]..|..] 83°6/ .... | 2... | 240 Sens 


ee ee | C—O SN ees eee e—e eee -—™ 





5,962 | 1,717 | 1,324 | 3,212 | 16,640) 17,407) 2,123) 254) 19,784 189) 7] .. | 146, 8,913 95°2 272 oe 


—— 





whether the vaccinators are attached to a dispensary or not. 
been inoculated, or have had small-pox. 
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cxll ASSAM ADMINISTRATION REPORT. 
[8] E.— Fisca (1875-76.) 


1. Survey and Settlement. 





















































SURVEY. 
Area previously surveyed in miles. | Cost per mile. Surveyed during the year, with 
cost per mile. 
—_ — a ae i a 7 3 
: tevenue. | _ i 
jg th a. ~ sia] 
Trigonometrically. = g | 3 = . 2 = Revenue. 
= 3 i 5 = J Big 
| & = = a So = E | & 
= a |e x | & | «@ | a |e | 
{ 
| Rs. As. P. | Rs. As. P. | Rs. As. P. 
6,528 4,042 | 23,192 | .. 142 0 56 10 10 5138 65 8 
| 
SETTLEMENT. 
Annual 
Nature of Settlement. Area in revenue Date of expiry of Remarks. 
miles. asdensod Settlement. 
ec 
Bs. 
Settled in perpetuity @eensnnsneoeeecaseasn eoeteesenvneo 8 @ 5,499 4,46,401 @eeeeonesveaevenn 
» for thirty years or upwards ...-s.eee. 264 18,347 1895 to 1961 
“ » ten years and under thirty ........ 1,615 1,70,988 1877 to 1895 
» Under ten Years ...ccccseccccccccvcees 8,972 22,66,323 81st March, 1876, 
1877, and 1879. 
99 in progress eeeeeeewveeeoanseeeaeeeoeseeean 872 16,024 eeaeeeaeoovesn eee 
Total. ..cece- 11,722 29,17, 083¢ @eeeveeseaneaeeoen 
Settlements previously made, including full 4,802 §,09,182 revere rr cr 
record of rights. 
Settlements without such record ....ceeseees 4,483 1,74,183 sOee Sarees iso 
Settlements during Detailed  ....eceeeeee 43 ; bnew ueewee oe 
the ycar SuMMary cescccsecece 2,022 22,11,862 or svenecccce 


pe et eS ee 


* Arena here should apparently tally with column 9 of Return No. 2, but it does not. 
t Includes hill districts. 
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CXx1V ASSAM ADMINISTRATION REPORT. 


[10] H.—-Fiscan (1875-76). 


3.— Varieties of Tenure held direct from Government. 



























1 | 2 8 4 5 6 7 8 | 9 
& & 
r/ eli : 
NATURE OF TSNURE. ; 3 . E : 
ae: i 
3 re ; 
ee | ds z 


Held by indivi- 
duals under law 
Great gzemin- of primogeniture 


daries, paying 
more than Rs. \ Held by indivi- 








60,000 revenue. duals and fami- -— MPiade seer wets 
lies under ordi- 
nary law. 
Under law of pri- eee eee 
Large _semin- 
daries, paying mogeniture., 
more than 
Under ordinary OT sess 1 | 875,265 | 53,609 860 0 0/ 0 0 8 
5,000 waa | law. 7 ’ 
zemindaries other than those 708 | 1,010] 3,232 | 1,712,460 | 2,419 691 0 0] 0 4 6/j/ ; 
of cultivating communities, 5 
9 
| 
Proprietary cultivating communities 91,757 831 | 168,397 | 542,828 6]; &6 8 O] O14 O1/8 
paying in common. a 
Proprietary cultivators paying se-! 894,039 | 6,155 | 712,959 | 3,379,245 9/ 4165 0| 0 9 32 
parately, including ail small estates 
paying less than Rs. 100. 
" Holders a 838 62 358 52,278 IBS | wcccce | cvece . 
revenne-free 
tenures. For life..... ecece 618 | 1,450 | 2,841 24,931 48 | wcccee vevece 
| 
Landholders who have redeemed the| 1,566 | 167| 1,728] 241,406] 164] ...... | cesoee : 
revenue, 
Purchasers of waste lands .......0. 835 97 243 ; 192,961 B76 | cece 
Total...cccccccocee | 489,258 | 9,272 | 889,259 | 6,521,868 18 | weccce 
[11] E.—FIscat. 


4.—Varieties of Tenure not held direct from Government (1875-76). 
[No data. ] 


STATISTICAL RETURNS. CXxvil 
[12] -E.—Fiscau (1875-76.) 
5.—Register of T: ransfers. 











Number of transfers on 
recorded. holding transferred. 
NaTURE OF TENURE TRANSFERRED. B E i RENARKS. 
188] gy 
om he 
esi ga| § 
© 
mile | 3 
1 2 | gp | «4 | 6 | 6 | 7 8 
Great semindaries, complete ......sesecccees 
Shares in ditto PeeeaeeeeeeeeeeneaF®Oteoeeeee eee eave @ove ervee 
Large semindaries .....ccccccccccecccccccces ; 
Shares in ditto.....cscccccsecces eaeae tenes 
mal] semindaries....... iceesevenwasuwe eed 1,790 21 ar 43 
Bhares in ditto... ..cccccccccccsccccccccecces 668 | 504 28 15 
Villages owned by cultivating communities .. 
Shares fn ditto... ..cccscccccssccecscccccseece 
Holdings of proprietary cultivators.......... 1,810 165 ate 7 6 
Intermediate holdings of a transferable e3 are 
: : 4 : 5 
Holdings of ryots at fixed rates ............ 628 9 vane 4 
Holdings of ryote with right of occupancy .. 71 71 3 
Revenne-free tenures ...csscccsessccscccess 54 46 23 18 18 16 
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ASSAM ADMINISTRATION REPORT. 


B.—JupIciaL STATEMENT. 


2. (Criminal).—Statement of offences reported, and of persons tried, convicted, 
and acquitted, for each offence in the Province of Assam in the year 1875. 
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STATISTICAL RETURNS. CXXIX 
[22 | B.—JupiciaL STATEMENT. 
7. (Civil).—Statement showing value of Suits disposed of in the Civil and 
Revenue Courts of the Province of Assam in the year 1875. 


NUMBER OF SUITS DISPOSED OF 
IN DIFFERENT COURTS, 


VALUE OF SuITs. : 8 g a3 £ 5 3 

5 Z es 8 5 r = 

2, © 38.3 2 3 > 

S| 4 |sse8| 8 | 2 2 

mt eh ee re. er 1S B 

In Civil Courts. Rs. 

Not exceeding Rs. a” Gel sdaill Peak 50 1,751 ay sis 6,286 
Ditto ‘s «sag! sel iaaeel’ DOR 5,510 TG: | ces 77,447 
Ditto , 100... | | 440] 9874] 93]... | 4,94,522 
Ditto 500... a Nacea hie 2.534| 92]... | 4,47,4¥2 
Ditto , 1,000 ... Me Ness aeeaes 192) 8]... | 1,39,371 
Ditto - 5,000... card aton) PEARSE saeeeae 89]... | 1,78,365 
Ditto » 10,000 ... Seo ll deas Nsaceael) “wenn he Bee 90,115 
Ditto » 1,00,000_ ... atacRimee D-Sbaaacel’ xteewee 4]... | 1,28,042 
Exceeding oe ODO i ass soe) veve) Piataaiel Setna 2 | we | 738,687 


cm ee | 


Total in Civil Courts aad || see}, “SOLW) FVS6L | 791]. «..., 1 2296, 167 


In Revenue Courts. 


Not exceeding Rs. Side) eta cae aa 132 1 429 
Ditto ‘ PU * see el sat: f aaees AGG | aeons aap 1,935 
Ditto is 100... sds aes, Weaeedon 85 Zl aes 3,402 
Ditto . 500... he ene Pico 10h cases ae 1,636 
Ditto - 1,000... (5 Saw A, -wepees BP stcete ie 570 
Ditto * BO cme: ge dob W aaves,  vopeend, fo anacan’ gaa) Japame eens 
Ditto bb, -O.QOU: sca Seal edis Ttawsaaeh “dabsaas | bchedepd aad mepsetebs ° 
Ditto » 1,00,000_... poe tase” cackae.||, Seemiaet Npacusee'| kemdh swhdabwaes 

Exceeding 55 1,00,000... alEL Gaelt codeece Nmcdnkaow> (LGemenede ll Sendelfs Gacetanebor 

Total in Revenue Courts on i.) tate  40T me Vid 1972 


Grand Total ...|...| 851 | 20,262 | 193] ... | 23,083,139 
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[41] 1. General Statement of Crime, showing the result of Police operations in the 
detection and prosecution of crime and recovery of stolen property during the 
year 1874. 

Part I.—Cognizable Crime. 
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Police. 


6 to 8 in which 


Law under which 
punishable. 


Description of Crime. 


order of the Magistrate after 
columns 


“bo 
lice has refused to inquire. 
Number of cases in 


and brought under inquiry during the year. 


of the Criminal Procedure Code. 
Reported to have been committed in previous years, 


Average number reported during five preceding 


Reported to have been committed during the year. 
Number of cases not inquired into under Section 117 


Number of cases declared by Magistrate to be false 


and never to have occurred. 
Pending at end of Inst year. 


By Police, swo mot. 

By order of the Magistrate on complaint, 

or of his own motion in which no previous 

information was given to the Police. 
conviction was obtained. 
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(115 ccvcccssvecs Abetment of offence notcom-| .... sat fon 
mitted, &c, 
1 i< S27 a cdenasamh ein Abetting commission of offence | .... ; Bis 
by public, &c. 
(118, 119 w.ccccnn Concealing design to commit awe ew a Wise P . x 
offence, &c. ecegieiasiiE dl peaigoueed Ycalingneiaidatg lt ciimetliesictil coetiaeeteaed 


Total .... bes 


CLASS L—Offences against the State, public tranquillity, 
sufety, and justice. 


2 | 131 to 136,138 .. | Offences relating to Army and ee 


Navy. 
3 231 to 263, 467, and| Offences relating to coin, 24°80 at ban 
471, stamps, and Government 
notes, 
4 FES AUG: casing mete Harbouring an offender ...... 4°40 
5 924 160226) acsecs Other offences against public 58°10 
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t 62 
justice. 

6 148 to 158, 157, 158 | Rioting or unlawful assembly... | 315°30 | 3820 | 14 

7 | 140, 170, 171 Personating public servant or 2°66 3 
soldier. (rel eel apc encanta 

Total .... | 40576 | 413] 14 


CLASS II.—Serious offences against the person. 
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9 by dacoits ..o.| «see . 
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14 | B04, BOB......000- Culpable homicide......ssee4. 25°20 me) ee 
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ment of birth, 
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of extorting property or con- 
fession or deterring public 
servant, 
20 | 3825, 826, 825...... Grievous hurt ...sescessee ee 74°60 97 | 8 
21 | B28 ..ececeeeeeee. | Administering stupefyingdrugs “44 1 


to cause hurt. 
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CLASS II.—Serious offences against the person.—(Continued.) 


827, 330, 882......000. 
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Hurt for purpose of extorting 
property or confession or de- 
terring public servant ...... 

Hurt by dangerous weapon .. 

Kidnapping or abduction .... 

Wrongful confinement and re- 
straint in secret or for purpose 
of extortion. 

Selling, letting, or unlawfully 
obtaining a minor for prosti- 
tution. 

Habitually dealing in slaves .. 

Criminal force to public servant 
or woman, or in attempt to 
commit theft or wrongfully 
confine, 

Rash or negligent act causing 
death or grievous hurt. 
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CLASS II1.—Serious offences against person and property, 
or against property only. 
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Preparation and assembly for 
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by poisonous 

Robbery with or stupefy- 
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by other means 
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Robbery d tween sunset and 
| sunrise 
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Serions mischief and cognate 
offences. 
Mischief (simple) 
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FLEE 3 |3 
z = Investigated = = 
g = 3 Police. +P & 
= 13 8 ies i 
> ae Ee ss |e x 3 
* = = == $2 .|* 3 
to 3 | ioe 258 ° |? 
E z 22/25 BESS 2 
Law under which Description of Crime. 5 = = ‘es ae 3 > 
punishable. a -- Ep 845 sf 5 a3] 
2 | 8 feeles| |sesige Sy | E519 
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CLASS ITI.—Serions offences against person ana 
property, or against property only,—(Continued.) 


| “Lurking honse-trespass, or} 530°10 | 670 | 57 
| house-breaking with intent 
35 | 454, 455, 457 to 460 /< to commit an offence, or 


| having made preparation 
for hurt. 
House-trespass with view to 81°80 38] 1 ée 5 15 | .. | 
86 | 449 to 452.......4. commit an offence or having 
} made preparation for hurt. 
37 = s« 412, 413..... ee-+- | Receiving stolen property by 62°00 l4 ee l4 ee 2) 


dacoity or habitually. 





Total .... | 813°80 | 1,095 | 79 


ULASS IV.—Minor offences against the person. 


38 | 334..... Bee 6k ae Hurt on grave or sudden pro- 740 6 
vocation. 

BBG) ae eee Hurt (simple) vc5:0ssceweceess 99°60 346 | 49 

39 | 341 to 344........ Wrongful restraint and con-| 730°00 | 860 | 25 
finement. 

40 | 336, 337..... eoees | Rash act, causing hurt or 2°42 1 1 
endangering life. 

41 S74 weccees seesees | Compulsory labour .....+.... 744 16] .. 





Total ....| 846°86 | 1,229 | 75 | 34 
CLASS V.—Minor offences against property. 


42 | 453, 456.......... | Lurking house-trespass or| 8400 75) 2 
house-breaking. 


aa of cattle....... os. | 20340 | 361 | 23 
43 | 379 to 882........|) Theft .. ordinary ..... wes |2,937°60 | 8,981 [360 
44 406 to 408..... --. | Criminal breach of trust...... 25980 | 458 | 16 
45 | 411, 414.......... | Receiving stolen property .... | 15250 | 265) 1 
46 | 447, 448........ .. | Criminal or house-trespass ..| 645°55 | 842 | 36 
47 | 461, 462..........| Breaking closed receptacle .. “40 2] os 





Total .... /4,288-25 | 5,984 \438 3650 | 557 | 5 | 1,198 | 1583 | @& 
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appeared after appear- eco to ais ed pending at 
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daring year. Magistrate security for 
*_ |good conduct.) & 
Before 
being put 


on trial. 


f trial. 


nS 


ransferred before trial. 
Released withont being bronght before a Magistrate. 


In custody of Police. 








Committed to Sessions. 


tal. 
Died, escaped, or ¢ 
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Number who actually appeared before a Magistrate. 
Number of cases in which property was recovered. 


Number of cases in which property was stolen. 


By Sessions or High Court. 

By Sessions or High Court. 

Otherwise disposed of, e.g., died, trans rred, ¢ 
Under trial before Magistrate. 
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CLASS VI.—Other offences not specified above. 


48 | 811, 400, 401 Belonging to gangs of thugs, 20 Wed 1 
, ’ sear 


dacoits, robbers, and thieves. 


49 en XIX., C. | Vagrancy and bad character.. | 140°40 | 241 8 19 ee 
. Cc. 
60 | 295 to 297 ...... | Offences against religion...... 5°62 10|.. 1 . 
51 | Gambling Act ..-eeeseeeeees sees 2 ee oe “ 
52 Excise Laws ..cccccccccecces 10880 | 129; 1] 1 80 ** 
53 | (Cogn ee ee Railway Laws ....cccccecees cess a bel ae * 
4 Sie EG sis d Salt and Custom Laws ...... sees . . - 
55 pee Stage Carriage Act ......+..- ease ae Pe ee “ 
56 Stamp Act ...ccrccccscccccees ‘ ° ‘ ° 


269, 277, 279, 280, 

283, 285 to 26, 

289, 291 to 294, 

Section 34 of ; f 

57 Act V. of 1861, cae and local nuisances.. | 388°80 | 351 
and any other 
Municipal or 

local laws. J 








Total.... 638'82 | 734 








58 | Other special and ( Arms Act cscccvcvsecccses 20°60 6 
local laws cog- Yoolie Act sscesecscvcerens 60°60 69 
nizable by Police. ) Poppy Cultivation .........- 110 1 





Total .... 82°30 76 








Grand Total .... |7,579°07 | 10,312 649 398 | 6,549 | 1,018 | 10 
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2. Comparative Statement of Cognizable 


















i 
= Law under which punishable. Description of Crime. 
= 
@ 
l 2 3 
( Va tes ao-pnke eSee aa PAS whee Reed Abetment of offence not committed, Kc. .... cose oes 
YQ iLy digsisge duvccpenkes ace Pret ee Abetting commission of offence by public, &c. esse scee 
/ BG, LID cis deco sabaveeuss we Concealing design to commit offence ........ cece aces 
| Total nee nvree ** ree fee. 
| CLASS L—Offences against the State, public tranquillity, safety, and justice. 
2 BOL! TOG TSS a sais csidos tone sean Offences relating to Army and Navy ...... coee cove 
3 231 to 259, 260 to 263, 467 and 471.. | Offences relating to coin, stamps, and Govern- sees cece 
ment notes, 
4 BI, SO rabGaseamaeeistenias aaenes | Harbouring an offender’ .......cse0e atid ae eau’ onde 
6 2° 24 to 226 se eee eee ee wm eee eer en eeene Other offences against public justice “ee ee eee ***. “ee 
6 143: tO 158, 167) 188) ccaSa cusses cas | Rioting or unlawful assembly ...........00. aece anon 
7 | 140, 179, 1 Ditasseadoseaavas obenels Personating public servant or soldier ...... sees cede 
} PENSE ie. or a a we 1-30 ares 
| CLass I1.—Serious offences against the person, 
a ) (by thugs ee eee eee meee eee eee wees se eeee 
9 j dacoits ececeebeccssocssanesseoce eee ee “s** 
iD 102, $03, 396 eeebroeseseeeee eesece < Murder ) robbers esesecseoue SCecereceesesasese 1 “te. see 
11 | \ poison eeoreeoesteeteceeceseseeeese . 1 “ee aeee 
1 \ Other murders ........ bias Cote ae tne meme 37 ééuc ves 
Ls NOD cictean oe wh wa a eaaeee se abcket aed Attenivts at Marder. £.6isisivcsacheatstuacs 7 awhe oune 
14 04, BOBS ciewwisicniei rns cbeeeveaeearn Culpable homicide. ...... dap cbe ae snneeeen soars 22 pece eee 
14 376 eee eee ere eee eee eee eee ee ee Rape eee eee ee ee ree eer ee *eeeee e+ee ee 63 “see wer 
1h BEG: Cvintaitee- 32s Der ERR A EC hws Baba ee DRM LUSAL ORCS. s.6.45553 sedde Pacdiebesieee y 24 cose — 
li DN, Leb iteatvin owe be siete od A Exposure of infants or concealment of birth.. 9 ease cone 
1s 305, § 506, OTe s.sie cles Seb apices seules Attempt at, and abetment of, suicide........ 32 auae aces 
ly B29. 43) AIS se ciss ve sso ucevetd ssa | Grievous hurt for the purpose of extorting 2 seus sees 
| | property or confession. 
20) |) B26 ROR BIS 22 sa wit aidcenaaeess Grievous BUTE cc clans-woncctes cuskodads csbdere 60 92 eves wees 
Bh ah + Bae ote ee cake ae TE tm carers sa hee Administering stupefying drugs to cause hurt 1 1 eves anes 
22 | S27, 830, $32) 2. eds ccceestewecne es Hurt for purpose of extorting property or 2 3 ees seer 
confession. 
23 $24 ae Ca OC wed HU aS eae eee ee 0s 24.88 Hurt by dangerous weapon eesses eessevcves 96 152 eee eee 
24 Des CE BOS ehisnaie he clab sac al kceselees ae Kidnapping OF BbGUGHOR: 65:0654006 eae sane 43 45 evece ones 
20 DAG GO B4B is cc arectis Caceazenaed Sale Wrongful confinement and restraint in secret 29 21 Sead wees 
or for purposes of extortion. 
26 Bide Abs tie 2e40 pH ECAR ERA ad Oboes Selling, letting, or unlawfully obtaining a 2 cnew on ie aves 
woman for prostitution. 
27 I EO ET ETE LONE) Pere Habitually dealing in slaves ..... éueceeecens eves eee 
23 B69, 804, DOG B06 ik ciaa is da onceces Criminal foree to public servant or woman, or esas aeee 
in attempt to commit theft or wrongfully 
confine, 
29 HOGA. Chae nwt Pot Ge dete beer KS SSSA Rash or negligent act causing death or oeee sees 
| grievous hurt, 
Total. ef ee @ © 630 52-31 
CLASS III.—Serious offences against person and property, or against property only. 
30 5, 397, 398 eseseeneseetveseeaneagecena Dacoity ee eeee eC meee eee eee eee eee eeteee “e*. were 
31 99) AOS oacead 5 ip OGYa5 0.4 6s Gdn Besae Preparation and assembly for dacoity sau bare éuce eee 
82 | 394, 397, 398... ee ee Robbery with by, Dokeanote Of: Spe WE eee 
hurt. by other MeCANB «ccccavecvecs ee. aoe 
ob dwelling- house wee ete eee we eeeeee “se. were 
BE ROP BOR oc ot bebe a das p20 sabe bE TS Robbery < Es MBO Way between sunset and ae 4 
sunrise, 
lather robberies eeoeeees eee eee ere ewe seer aone 
ee we { Serious mischief and cognate offences ...... asses onee 
BA 270, 281,282; £8040. 480, 485 to 440s. | ( Mischief siinple ..........cce0s oesseccencs sees woes 


\ 
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_ LICE. 


Crime, with result of Police operations for the year 1875. 








' Wamber and percentage of persons arrested and brought to trial. Amount ane Deer of property 








Amount of 
Number of Percentage of Percentage of property stolen. Percentage of 


m 

3 of persons convicted|persons convicted property recovered 
eee aa pectight tot trial. | t© Persons ar- to persons Amount. to property 

» rested. brought to trial. stolen. 





1874. 1875. | 1874. | 1875. 


























1874. | 1875. 1875. | 1874. 





























eee aa |e ee ew, et een eae a Sa Bee ol a ee ee @ene 

2 eeco eene eeee eoon eeee eeee ae ele 

$3 eeese eonne eeee eone esaee eese oi ae 

1,080 eoo0uane enone eeee eeese eevee fees wees 

4 eeen etee eve ese eves eenen eee 

1,203 64°71 eee oe eee eee ° ee ‘aerece 

ae anne See, BOOP gee Ile eta si aee a ee 

1 eeece eoaene eeee eovee enen @eoee eaeee eeee eee 

o4 46 54 43 oeee eoee 60 eeee eevee eeee cies 

8 q § 7 eeee eeee e@een esee e@eeen eeue Caa® 

37 96 81 25 eevee eeee eeee seen eone sense eevee 

27 33 20 29 eevee eevee eoee eeone es ee eee erates. 

7 17 q 11 eeee ee face’ eooe eves ee eeec8 

& 7 5 i 6 eeece eave 2 eee ee e eee 

19 23 19 21 eaoen . ° * ° eee eee econ oie. ote 

91 117 89 108 eevee ee ee ee esae eeee eeee cies 

@ee 1 @ene 1 oven * oe e.8 ‘ee ene eees een se-6c0 

2 4 2 eves ovee were @ dace ees eee eee 

169 176 103 167 eece eons beh de eses eeee ene eee 

47 43 43 39 eeee eee © 0 a8 eeoe eres seer ese. 

30 43 31 40 eeee eeee 2200s 6.86 eens eevee ec elere 

4 § 4 5 @eace eeeosn seer eonve pene eeoe eve 

@enae 4 eeeoe 4 aeee eevee o-e\e-e eeee evee seen ‘ee ece 

118 128 106 126 ecee evee ee ie.-#: eees eves aeece eee 

20 9 16 9 eeeon eeene eeee seee eone eevee eens 
578 690 538 647 51°86 wees 860 | .... siete ses 


277 1,966 79 118 eeen 





oe 43 84 43 eeee eene 
§ eeoee & eevee eeeoe eoeece eoee eons eeene eoeese aenve 
6 eeee 5 oes eeee 10 eene eeee eene eee evar 
ree mre m8 "a ee "986 "hs ee Ti as as 
38 42 24 42 bales 608 758 238 83 sees we 
127 102 114 04 eene @eeos eoeg eeee seesne eeee eeeoe ° 
22 43 v9 3 42 envee eens eevee esen eese eeee eooe oeoe 
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2. Comparative Statement of Cognizable 












Total number of| Percentage of 







Law under which punishable. Description of Crime. 8 of Statement A.| cases decided. 


Serial Number. 


1874. | 1875. 











CLass Il.—Serious offences against person and 
property only.—(Continued.) 


85 | 454, 455, 457 to 460 ...cceeeeeceee | Lurking house-trespass or house-breaking with 
intent to commit an offence, or having made 
preparation for hurt. 

86 FAD tO 452... cccccccccccccccacscces House-trespass with a view to commit an 

offence, or having made preparation for hurt 

37 ; 412, WB ovidiciwoe ded 0cebee se eoswe.es Receiving stolen property by dacoity or 

habitually. 
Total.... 


, or against 


CLass IV.— Minor offences against the person. 


BR | BBA. cccccccccccccvccccssccccsees | Hurt On grave or sudden provocation ......e. 
3x. ee én a Hurt (simple) ....cccccccccccccccsccccccccs 
BY | 341 to 844... cece cccccccccccees | Wrongful restraint and confinement ........ 
40 | 336, B87... .ceccccccccccccccsccece | Rash act, causing hurt or endangering life .. 
4) BIG sieved eécdiee eee ede ee seeeee es Compulsory labour Seeeeeoeeseseovanvevneesneoees 
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CLASS V.—Minor offences against property. | 
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an ‘ Cf COTEIG .aeccticovcscdwedeenounden’s i 3803 299 «eee 
43 | 319 (0 BBD. creecercerereesevccoes Theft. . eaters sosn ava as SOR ON Ce we kaos 3,039 | 2,888 ee 
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47 AG], AGB cccccccccccccsscescsoesce Breaking closed receptacle ........sssseeeses aves 2 woes 
Ne) See 
Total. occcccs 4,159 | 4212 | 5433 | 318 
_ 4 ee = 
CLASS V1.—Other offences not specified above. 
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and thieves. 
49 Onaprar 214... 0. 2. Ge cccscseccess | Vagrancy and bad characters .ccsccessseess 163 239 “oe 
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611) (| Cognizable offences under the Gambling Act.. 1 2 ie 
62 |; | | ——___—__—_-_—_—__Bixcise LAWS ..cccccccccvecsscdsne 107 82 ener 
53 Cognizable offences undcr the) |}—————Railway Laws .........cecceeees jue 2. ewe seen — 
64 Acts in force in the Province \ |—-—————Salt and Customs Laws.........- mage ones coos | see 
55 ——_—Stage Carriage Act .....eceeeeees vere 
86 \ | ————--Stamp Act... cccccsccccscsecceces eee cose “ee 
87 269, 270, 277, 279, 280, 281, 282, 283, | Public and local nuisances ......++eeeseseees 293 317 oree | 
285 to 287, 289,201 to 204, section _ } Se 
$4 of Act V. of 1861, and any} . 
other Municipal or local laws .. | Total .... 566 645 78°25 | 7089 
| 
| 2 = eet 
Other special and local laws cognizable by Polic« | 48 | 539i Tits 
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A PUNITIVE MEASURE. 


STATI 


STICAL RETURNS. 


“poysTiqejse stm 


sojfod TeUOFITPpPS E4] YoY Uy sould 10 aBulyya 
8 0} poovl] 10 Uy pez}TUIMIOO S2:OUNTIO Jo Jaq@mnN 


TeUO} PPS Jo Quang 


*aorod 





“perajivab qoyqA 10; poyiog 
*sajOUaZUI{UOO 


Te Zuypayouy ‘eoyjod euopypps jo ysoo 1470], 


"ua 
*s21Q34SU0)-ptaH 
*e10z0edsuy-qug 





*s10pedsu] - 


‘soso JO 19qQmIM N 

















*paias00e7] 
*£yxedo1g | — 

"021095 

e *£]quress “pamol 
qous gan fqied -JO} WOFPUATOO YORCA UT 
-oid 10 wosled 4ysuyeB¥ = |-gor rod f easel 
seousgo jo sequUN aojfod am Aq poywopsaauy 
“spuny oqwayid JO [¥00] OL 


"OT pus ¢ suman 








qopua = 9800 qUSTIUIGANH OL 
"as yt 
9M. 9 *80[QB39U0D- pee H 
suUmMyoo 04% woNTpps F 
uy pedordur ATtwpedg | = *820300dsuT-qug 
Oo 
*810300d sul 
‘ue 
*83[qQB7SU0 
“e0g0y zeTRSer TQBysU0-)-pBe 
“B10q00d su] 
‘ua 
‘aovid on “s9[qQB7800)-P¥IH 
qe =pawo, «(fT ensn 


















“pelq mosses suosied Jo Joquinu poyewyi sy 





*£1[QUIESsFe IO ITVJ JO UOTVING 





“rea 


om) Saymp pa7oe[]0O weeq easy eofjod peaolypps 
eleym Alquiseve eZ1¥[ Jo svoud 10 sissy jo owsN 














fe 
é "e10j;0ed suy-qug 
Orly “o> eee eae 








22 


18 


we 
Pm 
& 
3 
2 


Cachar 


i) 
© 


S 
123 
4 {123 





elxxili 





Total 06s dscisecce 


ASSAM ADMINISTRATION REPORT. 


clxxiv 





0 & 
9 0 
0 8 
9 0 
o 0 
o 8 
9 OL 
0 0 
0 0 
0 8 
0 0 
0 0 
“d°V° 
61 





eeee 
8 wear 
6 ever 
6 eee 
6 eee 
8 eee 
g eee 
L were 
L eee 
L eee 
L seer 
L . 
R seer 
su 
| at 
| 


“S2|QLISUOH 19IT AA PUL 400g 


"S3[QEISHOD payUNo]y 


yo sed asuvay 


es 





**#¥e 
srr 
lel 
seer 
eee 
over 
eer 
seer 
veee 
ene 
eeee 
“vee 


‘TL "S[09 Ul popnyouy tou ‘estTazeq30 
‘SOOUUMO[[E Aul[~svsy pus sso, 


“FI pre “eT 


IO yUusUvULIad 


‘(g puw‘) ‘g) SassB[d [Te Jo sajquysuog jo Led [roy 


*s]uapuajuLedng 


-OLISI -IUVISIssSY puY 4odLI3 
“Si JO soOUVMO][Y SuTypaury, 


*2] UOMIYST]G BIS9 Taq} JO 
SsuULMOT]e Buypeses pues Avg 


| 
| 
| 
| 


*¢ ‘TOD jo 


"(¢ puv F ‘S[09) SLBdWO oyeUTpIOQng jo Led [ez0, 


‘aNd $9 1809 





sasudd xa 49410 











= a 


"CIST unah ay) 4of 





wyog fo quauhopdury puo ‘uorngrps1(y ‘780) 


‘aOITOJ —’d 


— 


KASS oe 


AZ 7% 
ge B§ = 
5 Sze 
a5 | Fa | Fee 
eS a To 
Em go 2 wo 
we | Be BY 
eS | as c= 
. 3 eZ oct 
ss | 395 | of 
Ss ZB LoS 
S 2° Se 
o| *O| EE 
B = T 
g & Sb 
2 a | &® 





"saNUdADI [VIIedmMy] wor] 4avd 
ut ao Ssyjoqm 10y pred ‘aorog aajvyay puy judto 


a v & ° Zz Zz Zz 

= =e + gi 
eB. Fes B as of ee 

aS B= = S = 
23 to Ou ‘ no BR a 
— 
=o S ¢ 

ae | BES ge | ga] °* 
Soles re 
ef | 288 e ) mel eg 
& E & & g = 

E a 3 

~ | ge Sh og 

& —_ _— 

Bei. = 5 5 

=e Ro o © @ 

a | ES 

z 5a 

= RS 

vis 5 *santuoaalr 

So BS | peuodaly ueq3 

= © = | say10 mor AT[OYM 

=. 25 | pred ‘aorpod 107 Aq 

> 5 = site ‘yediorungy «| “PUDJT JO UMOL -“QuemiuozUY) “Yo14451q JO YWwuxzs 

eS é 3/10 uMoy “quoul 

< @ | -uojquuy jo yywuars 

. QA 


| ‘QUO Bd1]0q JO yWuoIZs pouoljOUVYG 


‘ypbuadyg buoys 





*[er1ouar 


-1ojdedsuy-junystissy pus Ayndaq ‘rersuen-10p~edsuy 





a 





errere moL 
sett eeeeee “ orn) 


ee eeeenane ct 

et eeerereer eI 

00 Gesnensen 4th Cree 

eee ee eee eee eee anqoug 
1s 
N 


see eeeeee and 


erereeree tee a 


eccovoccoss see Rew 





*SLOIULSIG 





[er 


Digitized by Google 


celxxv 








STATISTICAL RETURNS. 




































































oe ee RE ee a ee ese 6L0'F| Se8°Ch “* |oh | 9 |[ees’e | 688 | s9% Ly oF | 1% 0LL'6 |ees'zo'9 (e9e’cr'9 | ooO'co | ***"** —— vane 
“STUIMIOLZ) " yoru 
oe. sees seen ee e* eee . * * ee * ee o« sees e@eee ee ee oe oo0¢'s 00's tee ‘uoungsudeaq aod 
sla To MEL a ** 168-31" [l6FP'6TOF so8'oF ch |9 ({us% | 688 | S93 | LP che | 12 j0LL'6 |g60'66'o \e9s*80'9 | O00'C9 | **°** *TeIOL 
eee eee 19% . 1 ee “* 06-LT “ I 000'06 000'F ec -“* RZ ts F I gl I OFFERS oFe’ee 991'¢ eee eee = oer) 
eeee eee OcP K I ee * 19.6% “ I S16'R9 006'F . Cet OL e z OL I FFG ES PFE FR O1o's eeewee weer wsUN 
ee eee 1GSe oe ** l6p-9T “ 11610°0% 091 : LL I 8% g 7: it "* leoe'te j696'hs | Tes'e | “°°°’e'” SIH SVU 
969OVT] “""" jo9L'S” 116 OFT} °° leL8 “ Tess'6IL' Tors - los |S |e | 68 ra z re} gs lsez'a |For‘so'L |ecs'oo'L | #ee'et | “"*t* TT geqidgs 
FIPOFT) “*** ISIK FT Tig OFT) ** [20-01 1]zz0's0s |o00‘9 - 16 ise |e | te i |se |e  lese Isecss |tes'6s | gzo‘or | otter 7* ABaINO 
ios Ce OO BN Cee 60-6 “T/L9T ISL |SFl's 96 | 2 68 g 9 | ‘+ |eos'ee jcos’eo | 199'h | cret**** andunqyey 
nF * 1ePOE Gc 90-01 “ 1\629°963 |9FS'S *- |16T | 08 ¥% g % |3 IGT 2) |16TLh | GRe'e | °°"*"* recess sEaURIS 
aS aa ik 69.26 “ 1lo6e'9G% |sto'e Lor | 91 LT z ) a cre'ls crete | ooc'g | ct" tte’ Suosmon 
0% 0 04 it 186 99 —‘t OL-8t “ Tleo0'9es |sI¥'s WI 1g la ¢ a z -* lpe'pp lipe'ee | Llotp | corte tts saeLred 
S-L80F1) “°° 919 I“1 11.0 Ue ** [20-01 “ 1ITg9° 19g [8L8's 9¢ b joIs «| Fe 91 y 8 1% jore's jzec‘ed lzer'ce | gor'g | s*ce* esse sss dormey 
a te 08-8107 1000'KFH [eeh'¥ cot =| OF tb ! 91 1% Gt |sev'9o |zes'9o | spu‘g |*"°"° teeee papd[ por) 
SY | ‘SU ‘su 
we | oe | os c | a | | we | oe fal] | |e] oe] «| wo fa] mf] «| w | oe | 
g g S|. eh ee Be y ee tee ape oa ae en ae e | s§ 
2 ~4 s & far "3 8 3 ° 3 g § a 5 g . . - 5 
s a ° eB S E 5 Sg , ° c co ~ Se 
: me a | 4 = & | ¢ Z 7 a g 3 
= Lape) 
SES Wee eee on e) 2 | F | Be 
g . g > a yr is : of 
2, o = & ° = ~* 
g F Sl ee ef a? EF] 2s SE 
4 3 4 g _ 5. ve he 
° . 5 g "—E 
~ ~~ 7 5 EB 4 ° 
s ¢ A g 2 
: : : E 
2 j | F | E f ‘SLOIULSIC 
E “In svat} ‘see &. 
a paw suuosyd | ¢rurpsqus a 
*synp seyynp 0 310089) = 8B | a4 ‘HeIQUaD 
mmoqivyy 40 49q70 UD | 20 ©) «| ‘‘seLInsvary, 40119810 
uopemndod oy, pelt OF, “wd jOrUn puv = sdn-4901 | ay “ spruny 
‘umoy, UO 4940 spavny 5 
staat E 
(UoFT PUY KOO) GOFJOg Jo Uoypodorg “IT JO UOHNGIYSIT *20F10d JO 3809 


————— ee ae ee = - —— — — — = 7 —_ 


(‘panurjuo) )—"¢ [er] 


Digitized by Google 


ASSAM ADMINISTRATION REPORT. 


elxxvi 






see? pediopun yy “ 
‘““|eo}t |& | ** | sey 68] Be] T} ee) e@ | ©] ** | e99t] 66 | cerz| pees! opel on ‘eee summBoqy [e720], 


om 
TOR eee eee « viun 
Pe eee eee eee eee eee ee SITTH eqy 





wo 
‘ooo 

2 

= 
“anc 


Vv 
Tt ** +. ee * ** + * * ** og . eee eee ee eee ee eee pedyorun — 
9 I ** * * I “* 7 or L I * 08 1% 9 6 I oo * + Log &Z Lv% ERF e setsessenseosenoeseresones Qe ie oO 
“* ** ** * ** “* ** o 3 es 6 oe e 9 = 6 * “* 6 ** eee eee eee eee Tedporun yy © 
9 ee * ** * * * Il . 69 6 L I O0T ZL re [ZF e¢ 6 g Pee eee Ieyorp CO 
t I * * “* ** “* or * ** “* ** al ¥ b “* 6 I “* ** SPI ol LSI Log re & t CR eee eee indumryywy 
T ee * ** “* “* ** ** z ** * ee I g 9 I lL ee * * Glz 6 LUZ CFE gz L Z cerecesceeagnteev ea nein. eee CJ) 
ee ee * e+ ee e* ee * t * ** ee cl g e* ** y *. ** ** Zl 9 ZF OFL PI g L eee eee eee eee eee Suos Mon S 
£ e* * ** * ee * “* Il * “* ** 0g ar I ‘* x * “* “* GF * OLL Oz 8% 8 t Pe eee eee SuvLreg 2a 
** “* *. ** I “* ** ** ‘* “* “* * £ z * “* g “* * "* 62 T “* og g I “* RR eee wee pedrorun pr S 
** +. “* * ** zZ ** * ¢ ** “* * Cl 6 e “* L “* I “* 122% OL f° rcs RE or t Pee eee eee dnimyy N 
8 I ee se ee sé ee * 4 ** I ** eg gL g ** 6 I o* ** 608 Il PEI C9% tF 6 z eee eee eee eee viydpos > 
a 















<= 
- 
ie] 
— 
~~ 
— 
es 
-_ 
os 
— 
-_ 
~~ 
oS 
_ 
oa 
o 
t= 
alle 
= 
© 
ww 
oD 
nN 
= 














"a10Ood SUT 





“usTT 
"s10joadsuy 


“Uo 


"UdTT 


ee 
—— 


*sloyoodsuy-qug 


"ual 





*s10q00dsuyT 


“s10padsu] 
*suojqoadsuy 
*suoqoadsuy 


*s10qoodsuyT 


*s10j00dsuy-qus 


"sty oad suy-qusg 


*sLojyoadsay-qus 
*suoqoodsuy-qng 


91qQRqSU0D-pVaH 


*slojoadsuy-qng 


*s10qoedsuy-qng 


"89[QB1SN0D-play 


*B9]/QUISU0D-pBayy] 
*‘salquysuoy-pvay 
“SC l WISTIO;S pre 


*S9[qQUISUO|D: pBIyT 


"89/4 U]SU0D-pRay 








“BLOIULSIT 





apo) [eur 
| 


‘apop yeuag jk . ‘ P = 
I 2B00, Te gpug| {8h ‘tee ‘ors |3°V cod pu! -amoyo jw | 
: J “| SUCTION JoOpu/) | | uamqndap uo | 


= eye ‘dtoy) 4y papusdsnus 
‘aqvrystsuyy vw fq A pepoypal peysjung 10 *pepuisop*pauryz 





*s20UNO 10410 








"passTuIsi( 


*qywuarys 
PIuoTyoUuVSs [VIO 


SPMOMS YIM pepraoid Jeaquiny 


|-g,u0 $107 vq LM poplaoid Joquiny 
"SUOPUq, Prt SPAO.M8 ao * \yuO 
"SUIVIIY IITA pepraoid Jaqumm 





“~ - T y T 
SyuomMYysuNns WUSUABALLY 


*PQI0T AY | 


oe 
= 








CIQT unoh ay) sof cunssyr fo 
JIUN0L T 9y2 fo JILLISIP Yova Us ator ay) fo JuatsvLUDIE JuwI RA JuLaUED pun SQUQdosip Quaudinba burnoys utnjory —*9 


‘AITIOJ—'d Lyrl 


elxxvii 


STATISTICAL RETURNS. 














GO10} OY} 7J9] GavYy OYA QUINN 





























$3-T 6 co I 99 aI ZL 1 eeee eee 6 , I eeoe caret @eoe cooocess red orn pr “ 
8lZ 6L €9l | 8ST 699 | 293% | 168 | Gre] ST T ¢ cee | Zé6r! 08 Ir cl gg jo ecceccaensay [HO] 
UZ seen aI , 96% ge ° eee ee 98 Il 9 L eoee & g eeoesesroe Peereecseos ° « omen 
89-2 zg SI SI IZL 62 18 ° a ose 9% ewe g Z eve I ¥ eeeceeeneaceece evcoce a asen 
eevee : ! - fe % : eee aeee eee . a 2 Zz eeee een0 ence eoeeeereeseanren <aoee 
cL 3 I aes’ oe eevee @ese eevee eeweseesseeveceor Jo! K 
8F-2 L or ett; ces | se | 28} bo} tt mL | Se | Lt | @ z 9 Ge cere teense aa Beat - seqiig 
esc5e eeee ease Z L eoen eoee enee eeee esene eoee eece e eons eeoe eeoe eave necccaeecse ypoyun 
LYS 8 Zl Per EE 62 eee eevee eevee econ OF 1g 9 z eee I SOOO RA OReEHO HOE E ORR EOE ® TVqoug 
PLT Ot 9L Z6 SIZ ee eee seee evee eevee OL cL g Z oo ee Coe eneeeveese econe adunyqyey 
1 L | st 69 | zet | 92 [oes foes [coef cces | ot | or | 2 | 2 tt | 9g | ceeceeceeetereeeeeeeee aesppa Tg 
GT y orl 98 90T SI 4 g I oe Cl 9 y I eos eves | cecvccoes eneoeesecce *°** SuoBmogy 
19-L : a 99 09 i SI ° e oe ~ = : z eooce Ff evan | seeesevresevvecee sae 
eeeoeo eee 8 ee ° ee e eee eee fF, eee ees *eeeeese 
ef 8 eg g 82 09 e eoee eave eee0 Gt St OL z e eevee eeen | ceeoeecnsen Ceneeeaevenecs dwayy 
Sl ol “ OL O61 LP . ° eee wg 1g 8 t 6 t I COoe ere renneveces eocoe slrydyos) 
"BOD | *Aau0y 
98 | ve | 88 | &8 | 18 | 08 | & | 9% | &% | ¥% | 8% | w | T% | 0z | 6I | 
wo 
a) Peels lore el 2/2 (E/F/EVEIGIFIElElg) & OE 
é ‘ 9 
a | se lees el? s(2| 8 : : e 1% 
a@ | 89 |" |e ea] | Ae i} 8] B E : a |: 
ea | Bs Fe eo 8 : E B | 3 q 3 
ALS : 
E | 88 JE | 4 ae le 
oe & Bl EB | a “BLOIBLSIC 
2s g i ~ oO Qe & poe eee | 
‘ gle | & e|a|& 
5] 4 3 % a 4 
: = e £ *reof 
E : = é a a ave “LLM pus peor TED 
o & 2 0Q} BSupMp uoponsysuy 0g? Supinp peprem 
F s 8 e 5 qapun sorjog jo squng | CU PHlod J049QMMN | 5) gong yo aaquiny 
; 3 g E 
: g eek Oty SUPP uoP wou Pp “sprenoy 





(‘panuajuo) )—'g [oF] 


ASSAM ADMINISTRATION REPORT. 


XXVIII 


cl 


co 
os 
———— 


oa 
nN 


. ao Oe Oe 
wf. 
oe 

ors: 6.2 


ert Nee OD 
. * . * * * * * . . 


ne 
ee . 


= 


= 
“ 
8 
| 








"94SUH 10 UOLTT[IIY | 





oo. © ¢6: ats.’ 79a 2 


e ¢ 
610) eo. e'°? O'R. S ef * 


Ns 








| te 
; b | C i 
a eS = 4 S. & fy = iB Ee 2 2 2 4 = g S e 4 ne ? sae S 2 o 415 
e|s|$|8] 2 SE IEIBIBIEIS/slbelFla| | SF |S (Sb elel Fi sBlelg| & | se 
-les |e |u| # Pre lglelele|t/gle/8|2] &] 2 |e] esl) 2) 3) 8s) 8)a) 2 | es 
BIE | 3 e Te lals Sl ele EEL S|] a lal ee|elale| BF/ElE] 8 | Fa 
g ° pa 5 a E . = z Ss > u fa  s g n te = ry 2 = = 
: . o - lo | my ; Filip) ® a = : om | : ‘ sails = ae 
= =e z S$ |s| a> e\s| a: Sa thee 
2 S| = - |S) ee f\| S| ee Oo} £2 / ee 
E >| 5 ce | j- = Ses 
~ e|: 2 ce “¢ 6 
° 8 5 5 2 | ‘sjuapuay 
2 te "S990 ts "S1901O Y -uyadng 
or 9 a}vu = ayeulp = “JOLT 
a é i = 138] 
-}pioqus : -loqug ¢ -JUBISISSY 
2 S Jo yoLlysiqd 
i ° 
"SUOLAI[91 TAO “sn pulyy | 
*SOATIUNT *SUVISBINT *suvadoing 
*s199UO 
*aovy 








tresses sre OTUN ae , 
eeeeenre avjnSey yeqoy, 


IveieensiahonhsWehaieste aaa 
eee eee eee ree eee eee eee A isvuy 


eeteoeerere err eeeer eee eee Ppyung 
ewe eer eee eee etter eee ree eee TeyoUup 


Ce eoccosevosoocesossoss MOU 

eee eee eee qoyrsg 
erento wenn eeeereseeee qaAwyT 
eee ee eer eee ee were eee ee ere is 
sercccscccccsvcccsssessers BORMON 
eee eee Savieg 
eee eee Pee eee eee eee) Tediorun py 

Cee! duime y 
Ree eee eee wivd| vor 


— 





“SLONLLSIG 








"d10g ay}, ur pahojdua uayy pup aLfiC) fo ‘asp 40 ‘uorbiayy pun avy ay? buimoyy *2 


O11I0G—'G 


[27] 


Digitized by Google 


c)xxix 


STATISTICAL RETURNS. 











Ts ** **e “eee eo eee eeee ef 98 I eee. . wre T *eee Zz ZL . 
686s 61 re z 129 o6 o¢ g 918 9P sis &6 91 cog Lal 89 86T 
POT . . . 0Or or **. . Lg ** . . ** ve. T 1 I 
988 Fi ; . hp - 0? v : Ort = tI , T ¥6 ee é l 
Ist 7 . $e eee 1% ~ £6.06 ee®ee . L P se. ewe “ne $ &% GC | 
6 . . “ee. “* “* eee eee ** L “Ff **. ee. **,f I s*ee * I 
SSP i : IT Pe 1g ~e o¢ ¢ £9 0% ot _ z OLT It 8 Ly 
23 . . “‘eaee seen . eee “eee ** 61 T *ee **. ** eee *** I 6 ** 
el¢ e ** eee eee ** I ee ee c0% 0% OOL eeree a cs 0% 62 cg 
SFE : 9 ; I éLt ae s 43 Tg ao os & Il el or ¥ ie F 
ERS . “* . ** * ** ° ** 99 eeee eee eee “ee z 1¢ 9 61 
ISL . L «e eeee oF eee ** 89 Z eee OL ** I 9 “* I 
83 . ** cg ¢ ee@ee ee 9 "*e Ig 0Z . £ ¥ ee 9 
OF ees 8% “* or “* eae "s*e “eee “eee I z 
C6 9 T oot 91 ** Lg . eee “eee see eee ¢ 9 
rls rae - eT 9T ta. 90T 09 —- 68 é v 61 
6F 8h LY | oF bt | vP | &P | cP | Ir oF | 62 | 88 | Lg | 98 | cs | vs | £8 ze | T@ 
& . Q by ° 
STEIEIELTIEIEIETEIELEIEIFIEIEl PEEL: 
ell Fle] 8 ibe? | a ae ie a P| e |g | 8 
zZ g : § 2 * . : : 3 = 
E . S. 5 
& ° E + - 
° = © Pe 
5 & 
2 4 
E F E 
E 
P ————e 
*SUOLAITOI 19790 “supuTH 
“UsT 
‘a48w9 10 WOPTT[OY 











(‘panurjuoy )—) 











«ee Tedoranyg it 
avpnZay 1830], 


ee ee eee eee eee ee “ 


eBUN 
o1B4) 
eeeees eeeseereee SIItH Isvqy 
sureintts ed ory 


et eres eeneeee eee mmdmryywy 


“SLOIULSIC 





[2+] 


Digitized by Google 


celxxx 


E.— MIuirary. 


[48] 


of Assam in the year 1875. 
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1. Statement showing the strength, cost, and other particulars of the Army attached to the Prov 
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[50] E.—Mrirary. 


3. Statement showing Religion, Races, and Classes of the Native Officers and 
Men of the Army attached to the Province of Assam on the last day of the 


year 1875. 








Classification according to religion, races, &0. 





and 
tics 


Gencral phyaslog- 
y 





Christians ......ccsccces assed 5 34:70 4:80 (?) 
8rd N. I. rhe eeeusee wauueees 219 30°85 5°64 

Hindus ...ccccceeee vebsesscesue | AIO 29-90 5°72 
Gurkhas: iciscasssicucvecesiisens 270 | 18 to 50 [5’ to 5’10’ 
JUrWADE ......ccccccccccccccsces 104 | 20to 40 [5’ to 510° 

42nd N.I. 
BiG oisisevsccdvsesececesvectes 236 | 20to50 | 5'7’ to 6’ 
Hindustanis  ........ccccesees 213 |18to50 | 56’ to 6’ 

5 

Gurkhas .........cseesessseoeees 379 27 55” g 
Tarwab .......ccccscsssscceeees 308 26 57’ 2 
Hindustanis ....ccosssescees es | 200 33 5/8” 

43rd N. I. 
Ponjabis .....00. peaeeemaeecs ‘ 4 35 58° 
Cebus: wicca ticacuevssics : 1 35 5'6” 
Manipuris: siccssscsisessectess' 6 31 5'5” 
Gurkhas sciccsscecccssecetecsecs 605 27°30 5/4” 
DULY ALIA saieserccccsaeesceedenes 91 28°25 5/5" 

4Ath N. I. 
Christians .....coccsccccsescees 7 26°85 5/43 
Hindustania .......ccscccceese 156 86°35 5'6” 


[52] F.—Maring. 2.—[Blank.| 
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PART III. 


STATISTICS OF PRODUCTION AND DISTRIBUTION. 
[53] A.— FINANCE. 


1.— Account of the gross and net Revenue of the Province af Assam for 
the year 1875-76. 











Allowances and 
assignments 
under treaties, 


Net charges. 


Res. Res. Re. Rs. Rs. 


Land revenue..... ice ee MESCieeteseeses 83,238,140 18,180 | 7,87,500 57,490 | 8,18,170 | 25,14,970 | .... 
vdieo aie cis Skis wa Sew Sis cane weeae 1,07,300 1,150 61,880 Shere 63,030 44,270 | .... 
Excise on spirits and drugs ......... ° 14,1 11,190 esas 12,150 | 14,02,410 | .... 
DB ois cece Nee eie eee vedew tee enses 5,153,720 1,460 9,080 10 6,065,180 | .... 
POSt-OMIOe cree cecccccscecscccccacs 1,09,430 1,28,740 1,28,740 whee 19,310 
Law and Justice ....cccccccccccscces 85,140 12,160 ies 12,160 72,980) .... 
Untevent: <iii.5 ctiececes cescnaweeentcs 12,620 na ae 12,620 | .... 
Receipts in aid of superannuation 880 . rr 880 
atiowances, &c. 
Miscellaneous eeees Coe gocereecscasovesece 86,120 9,220 eeee eeee 9,320 26,900 @oue 


Total for 1875-76 .... 56,09,910 43,180 | 9,48,890 57,490 | 10,49,010 | 45,80,210 | 19,310 





A | ED | eS | TS |S SKIES 


Municipalities. .ccccccccscccsccccccces 1,10,991 522 1,10,469 


PEE EE 


Provincial Services and Local Funds. 







Provincial Services— 

Allotment from Imperial revenue 17,61,960 oe 
SNS io. ce Siecie'e e065 00 Ksheeens ees 82,953 see 

HOT voice cues sie baie cies ase 
POHCe ..ccccccccccnescccesscsses 4,731 ‘ 
EBducation ..ccccccsccescccsacecs 25,658 * 
Medical siiiccssscesecceccaesurs 2 ‘ 
Printing .....c.cscceecceeesecees 1,242 
Miscellaneous..........c..sscceee 5,042 
Public Works ....... ccc ce es cones 8,712 

Total Provincial ...... 18,58,505 1,836 


Local Funds, including Assam William-| 2,67,705 bee 
son Educational Endowment Fund. 


ee au | oS 


Total ...... 2,67,705 3,563 


Groas Receipts ...... 22,87,201 6,471 
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}54 | A.— FINANCE. 


2. Account of Expenditure from the net income of the Administration of Assam 
for the years 1874-75 and 1875-76. 








Amount. 


Subject of Expenditure. 
1874-75. 1875-76. 


ba i a SS SS 













Rs. Rs. 
Interest on Service Funds and other Accounts ...... alatasacesveeusios 2,059 2,660 
Civil and Political salaries, establishment, and contingencies ...... 2,88,249 | 2,78,191 
874-75, 1875-76. 
DETAILS. 1 Uh o 
Administration COO CR COE EEO EO HLE EH EEE eEEEES 1,60,868 1,66,342 
Minor Department ....cccccccseeccccees 28,855 22,494 
Beclesiastical.. ccccctsccscssitie swcessons 14,876 12,139 
Political Agencies .....cseccceccceecens 30,867 19,803 
BLGUICAL vvisvev.xseiesecetsdeemteseeceaeseent 52,783 57,413 
Total wccevexe 2,88,249  2,78,191 
Judicial charges (courts)...........cee0s guseanreenisasweoennueee siceuesan sas 4,68,662 | 4,83,220 
NI ATING: CHALCOS 2.cictcbsceeecictanbawecastea wees dele veiedeses teerseieeanieseses | eersert.. ee gine : 
Superannuation, retired, and compassionate allowances  ......sse+6 29,994 33,173 
Ti688: bY CX CUAD LC 6: cscsencswasesvicces eoiveatsrieeasenewnayes ccueececlebecictec |: -“epuete’ i -aeeas 
Miscellaneous .........eccccecceccess sessees gaan eo eseuacuuratiak setekoasedss 7,914 13,142 
Allotment for Provincial Services ......c0.cscses sccccccscccsesececveccs ces 17,55,125 | 17,69,763 
Total, Imperial Services......... | 25,52,003 | 25,80,14 
Municipalities ......... Pesereseiabaultcadomseuletiees Suvaeceeteeeen ivetansse secees 51,630 7,954 
PROVINCIAL BERVICES AND LOCAL FUNDS. 
Provincial Services. 
JUS essisesereeinssene svewseekeccases sees sauwhasweus oaeeuee serleeneedeaceeaentous 1,12,766 | 1,23,345 
Recistration: sissssisscsecasecssecs siavobe epnabbabaeeecasvieG ania sees sisubvies 11,102 21 622 
POLICE ais udesewsdascwctedicnicodes anew eienasisaieiccumersasers spevareiiacin wees | 5,80,342 | 5,76,608 
EGUCAUION: ciciaseucssutiaccusecdehassenadacsbdesueeastcas secdaveobecwouctoceaseceues 1,75,705 | 1,83,481 
Medical ...... Sei iissaeee esc siehhlealonuicseeds sidan laren awedeSactmoneeisiteo venues 25,337 24,661 
Printio S dicdussocexsturexcsascassescceucasstswsossee baie ececseuwauscueawe ee Senacos 31,530 23,319 
DIATING .. asbrdecaretaueucevanceue Vereuutelseeve codes cues eu ces Seatwed ssSenieenees Seal, agvede. "ll ° ewes 
Minor Establishment ...........ccececccececcscseacsesees seuaskss waueaceuesss 25.306 26,560 
Office rent, rates, and taxeB ......4. seccccsecescecesccecs gochiciwenecetuen’s 5,572 §,500 
MiscellaneouS .......cccceseees: seghuees Seaicwencwseedudlcdutus usenet aweues 143 34.835 
COntriBNtiGNe: oscecdcovecs wees ddecesseeawan cca eee baanon wens teresseetanterseiess 23,717 26.658 
Public W OCB: scssrceuswiscesasnas aewees vereeeassseskalsaiectpeucavadeagivesees,|| 1,00104) “O.49008 


Total......0.. | 17,92,254 | 18,96,093 
Local Fund, including Williamson Educational Endowment Fund ..| 2,35,559 | 3,81,393 






Grand Total......... 20,79,443 | 23,35,440 
Surplus.....«.. | 4,02,683 





[55] A. Fixaxce.—[ Blank. ] 
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[56] B.—Pusiic Works. 


clxxxv 


1. Statement showing the Expenditure incurred on Imperial, Provincial, and 
Local Services in the Public Works Department during the year 1875-76. 












Original | Repairs. Total. 
IMPERIAL SeRvicEsS—ORDINARY— Re. Rs, 
Military  ........csseee Ssabeneteetoass 19,921 37,088 
Civil Buildings..........ssccessesecees 1,552 13,966 
Barrack Department .......ccccscee | oeevee ecnne 150 
Establishment .........ccsssessocseves |  covcee | ee neve 12,763 
Total, Imperial Services... | ...... = || weveee | wee 
PROVINCIAL SERVICES—ORDINABY— 
Civil Buildings...... sasiasedebwuseneee’ 56,808 | 1,68,765 
Communications .......c...ccecsceees 1,36,200 | 3,45,055 
Miscellaneous Public Improve- 010 
ments. 
Establishment ciccevssesctestatecuse. | -“aetsee | -cebees 2,60,351 
Tools: and plant siscisccsaccscssssves | vanees | weave 26,401 
Profit S0d.1068 scccceicvesstecveccasece| -sesaes: tt <aueees 1,032 
Increase: Of stock wveccssicccczssess | cesses. V. aesed 20,448 
Suspense balances .........sesscseos | seeees os 23,769 
Total, Provincial Services... |  ....0. | seecee | tener 
CONTRIBUTIONS AND GRANT-IN-AID TO Pro- 
VINCIAL SERVICES— 
Contributions for Shillong Church 3,686 | ...... 3,686 
Grant-in-aid from District Im- 
provement Fund Reserve. ...... 1,29,943 22,167 | 1,52,110 
Ditto ditto District Road 
Account for Hailakandi road...|  ...... 715 
Total contributions and grant-in-aid.. | —....0. | saseve | wees 
Loca Services— 
Assam Local Fund— 
POPHeS: sevcnsrsvcncinescvctassseusseeeens | eeades 3,097 
Staging-bungalows ........sesssseers 4,326 
Grant-in-aid to District Road 
Account ........ Sevecicsdeceseanassess 3,300 
Williamson Education Fund— 
Repairs to buildings ..........s000 803 
Establishment ..........cscccssesseees 201 
District Improvement Fund Road 
Account— 
Roads and buildings ............ “i 
Establishment ......cc0.cescscescecs - 
Tools and plant ........ssscsessesees 
Irrecoverable advances ........... 
Refunds....... saneichus esac bueveaguicass 
Total, Local Services... |  ....0. | sseeoe | ewes 
GRAND TOTAL .esososese “ 











Grand Total. 


63,967 


5,14,830 
2,60,351 


1,64,576 
1,76,303 








12,438,612 
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[57] B.—Posiic Works. 


2. Statement showing the Income and Expenditure on reproductive works tn 
the Province of Assam for the year 1875-76.—[ Blank. | 


[58] C.—RalLways. 
[ Blank, there being no Railway in the Province. ] 


[59] ~D.— Marine. 


1. Statement showing the various Government Ships and Vessels employed in the’ 
Province of Assam in the year 1875-76. 
































None. | | 


} 


33 | S 
ey | F | | | @ 
| | 3 c 
BEG | 3 a | 8 - REMARES, 
e232 | & = z S 
DETAIL OF VESSELS. ti | | a ey eee ae (In this column shonld be stated 
| CES So | @ = = ¢ the nature of the duties on 
| £4 3 es | | 5 5S which each vessel was 
| So a | 21a |v : employed). (?) 
| oso@8 Ae) ae | os 
| | | | ts. Rs. 
Tons.|H.-P. | | 
SEA-GOING VESSELS, | | 
None. | | 
> } 
RIVER-GOING VESSELS. | | 
Steamer Koladyne seat eee, -80 5 | 42 | 36,366) Employed under the orders of the 
; Chief Commissioner of Assam. 
> ne AY ane " 
Paddle-steamer No, 2 -| 65)/.110) 1 | 13 | 6,782) 
| 
Pes | | 
Screw- ,, No, 4 88| 100 | 1] 13 |°4,011| & 
| | ay 
Flat No.3 ... saddens Vatee. | Dba 7 \°1,341' 2 
| met DS )® April to October, 1875. 
| A 
of NOE AD. Sore ev |) 0) Png °1,341) 
ry ® | | | aa ‘aed , 
Yacht Sunamuki vee] MEET cde 1 | 15 | 7,046) 
oO | | | | 
ALL OTHER CRAFT, Boats, &c. | 
| | 
| | | 








[60] D.— Marne. 


2. Statement showing number of Officers and Men employed otherwise than in 
Government Vessels in the Province of Assam in the 
year 1875-76.—[ Blank. | 
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F.—PRricres oF PRoDUCE AND LABOUR AT THE END OF THE YEAR 1875-76. 
2. Labour. 


[65] 


Wages per diem. 


Cart per Donkeys 








DISTRICTS. aay dey per! per score Boat per day. 
: S : per day. 
Skilled. | Unskilled. 
Rs. As.P./Rs. As.P.|Rs. As.P. Rs. As. P 
Sylhet ..... oeiveametaust 0: 8: OO BOP secsée |} Gatdes. | Seexes 10 0 : 
Cachar «ss... 0 8 O10 5 O cee | cee | cee. 1 8 of} (Bengali 
Godl para c.ssscsscsecee, 04003 311 001 ..... nccee | 1 8 OF Doats.) 
poe abveuasudeceues 09 00 4 0 ; Ol; Aseeee, “ile Seawte 4 0 
BIPAN PR cccsiewdevscave 010 0.0 5 0 Ol. ecceaer- i): anedd 4 0 
Nowgong....-ssse 08003 0100 ... | oe 0 8 o }(Dug-out 
Sibedgar .......ss00e- 012 00 4 02 0 O ce |e 0 7 of canoes.) 
Lakhimpur ............ 1000 602 0 0 ...... |... 012 0 
G4ro Hills ...... ee 0 8 OO 4 OL O OF arse, | cece | co eeee 
Kh4si Hills............ 1000 8 O| ...... | eee on eT ae ee 
Naga Hills ............ epuaes Oo Br Ol) “aesaeg ol acies as ile waa 0 4 0 
[66] G.—MINES AND QUARRIES (1875-76). 
Number 
DISTRICTS. Where situated. Mineral produced. of REMARES. 
mines. 
Sylhet. ...... Pergunnah JaflanginJaintia| Limestone ............ 
Cachar ...... North Cachar ..........+. Coal. 
Katta Khal ............... Limestone. 
Goalp4ra_ ... | Pergunnah Kariabari ...... 1° | °Mine belongs 
Kamrup..... | Mouzah Mataikhar —_ ..... | Trom .........ccccceveeees 1 to a zemindar 
»> Chapaguri ssecoee | Limestone .........00 of Godlpara. 
Darrang...... Nil. 
Nowgong ... | Hills near Panimur ......... 
Ditto... |. eeeeeaecees 
Sibsagar...... Dikhu and Disang... ........ al. 
(iron, gold-dust, and 
petroleum.) 
Lakhimpur.. |Makum,Terap, and Namdang ee Jesevesssevegse re 
Garo Hills... Garo ae decevisoieyaues oal. 
Ditto. § saveavorsesvess Tetons 
Khési and| KhaAsi and Jaintid Hills... | Lime...........00 seeeese 
Jaintid Hills. Ditto:  sestaiciecowe CON ices sassesecesseueeets 
(Iron and slate). 
N&ga Hills... | Rangemah ...........essesesees Coal. 


Banks of the Nambar and | Lime. 
Jamupa rivers. 

Banks of the Jamuna river | Chalk. 

Barail Mountain. 
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| in memory of the 
late Lord Mayo, | 
Viceroy of India. | 
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Subhasadhini .. | To do good to the| .. i 196 0 0} 196 O 0} 26/|..].. | 26 | Not | 16th February, 
| country. | | 1872. 
Gyanoday ...... Diffusion of useful! .. 144 0 0 144 O OF 8B]. | oe 8 | Not | October, 1874 
| knowledge of 
| science, literature, | 
| and arts. 
Mayo Society .... | Diffusion of pri- | 72 ston 72 0 0} 14] .. |... | 14] Not | March, 1872. 
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V.—3. STATEMENT SHOWING PARTICULARS OF VACCINATION 
IN EACH CIRCLE OF MEDICAL SUPERINTENDENCE IN THE 
PROVINCE OF ASSAM DURING THE YEAR 1875-76. 
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V.—3. Statement showing particulars of Vaccination® in each Cirele of 








Dacca Circle. 


| Circle of Medical Snperintendence. 





| 2 | 3 | 4 | 5 | 6 | 7 | 8 | 9 | 
o Total num- 
~~ ber of per- 
8 sons vac- 
= cinated, A. 
® 
iE 
&, Sex. 
S 
77 
~ ws 
° ~~ 
“4 


Name and rank 
Dispensaries 


Number of Native Superintendents of Vac- 


cination attached to the Dispensary. 


‘ 


Number of Vaccinators attached to the 
Dispensary. 


Present year, 1875-76. 
Previous year, 18 
Name of District. 


Population of area, including last column. 


Name of Dispensary. 






Christian, 
Hindn, 





T. Mathew, M.B., Sur- 
geon-Major, Civil Sur- 
geon, 


J. J. Monteath, M.D., 
Civil Surgeon. 


J. P. Cromarty, Civil 
Medical Officer. 


E.G. Russell, M.B., Civil 
Surgeon, 


A. Imthum, Civil 
Medical Officer. 
J. W. Hughes, Civil 


Medical Officer. 


Babu M. C. Mookeriee, 
Civil Medical Officer. 


J. B. White, Surgeon- 
Major, Civil Surgeon. 


J. O. Brien, M.D., Civil 
Surgeon. 


A. D. Cooper, Civil 


Medical Officer. 


J. E, C. Ferris, 
Surgeon. 


Civil 


Total s; 








2 677| 1,245] Sylhet «+ 1,719,539] SyIhet .....00. 389} 288 
1 1,580} 1,416) Cachar .. | 205,027) Cachar........ 965; 602 
1 591 147| Godlpdra .. | 407,714| Godlpdra...... 829} 262 
52¢ | 9,875) 10,001) Gauhati 561,681| Kamrup ...... | 6,224) 3,651 
1 376) 3803) Darrang 236,009) Tezpur ....-. 192} 184 
1 156} 265) Nowgong .. | 256,390) Nowgong .... 86) 70 
1 1,223} 1,391] Sibsagar .. 64,539) Sibsdgar ...... 739) 484 
2 1,054; 1,908} Lakhimpur.. 94,318) Dibrugarh .... 523) 468 
l 602 36 Ditto .. 26,424) Branch Dispen- 313} 286 
sary, North 
Lakhimpur. 
2 1,817| 1,438] Khasi and| 141,888] Shillong ......] 1,132] 685 
Jaintia Hills 
Naga Hills} .... | Samaguting .. ob a 
4 4,086, 1,733] Garo Hills.. 80,000) Tura ....0s5+ | 2,051) 2,035 
68 | 22,087| 19,883 3,793,479 12,943) 9,015 





2 
4/1 
“* 27 
“* 8,409 
4) 33 
1 1 
12| 7 
1 
lai 
15 





* Fifty-one vaccinators paid by the persons operated 


t From Town Fund. 
t Garos. 
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Medical Superintendence in the Province of Assam during the year 1875-76. 
fi TE 


10 


12 


—__ 


— 
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cevil 


14 


Primary vaccination. 


other 


nsuccessful, includin 
those doubtful. 


Kh 


Under one year. 
Above one year. 


Asiaa, 
Other castes. 
U 
T 


Successful. 











es 1 os 40] 637| 8s1| 196 
Mz} .. - | 801] 1,266) 1,420) 191 
DR. 5 278 75 516} 629 62 
' 
b 1 4ce $4 -» {8,288 | 1,587] 9,607} 154 
4} .. 35 | 27] 349] 360 1 
1 J 15] 141) 149 3 
| 
| 213} 295] 923) 1192) 31 
4| 160] 831) 763] 68 
; a 88} 511] 496] 100 
| «- | 369] 1,448] 1,522] 295 
| *f 
| 
‘ 8,985$} 792] 3,294) 3,863| 223 
| 
BA10 1,976 | 4,515 | 10,450) 11,508] 20,375] 1,26: 








60, and one vaccinator paid by Municipality. 


| > | ‘ 
i ee ee 


Unknown. 
otal 


Successful. 


677 
16 | 1,567} 11 
591 
114 | 9,875 
15| 876] .. 
li] 156) .. 
. | 1228 
160] 991) 63 
3] 599 2 
1,817 
4,086 


319 | 21,958] 76 





to 


ll 


63 


71°04 

90°78 84°61 
8°51 

97°28 

Ee 
91°02 | «oe. 
97°46 | .s0. 
82°21 100 
83°22 | 66°66 
83°70 . 
94°54 . 
92°80 97-00 


be 
Re-vaccination. 2 
Percentage of = 
a successful cases, * 
B. | C. | D. | excluding those} § 
unknown from 3 
= the total vac- g 
zB cinated. 
o nm 
5 
to 3 . z 
§ = a &, 
— — 
So > vos 
Ss oO me 
os S 5 S. 
2 ” > he & 
5 8 g 8 
%s a 
‘ss > sy as 
3 = ap 
¥3) 4 2 = es 
xe] £ 3 ° o 5 
Sel oO ; 2 Sp 
ssi sic H aoe Es 
2>\|4/$ = S 23 
Bro] & = a ee) "oe 
~ ~ o — _ < 


338 


1,580 


591 


189 


376 


156 


1,223 


627 


602 


908 
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Total cost of 


vaccination for 


the year. 


Paid by Government. 


2) 


120 


120 


120 


116 


120 


160 


204 


| | | | CN | — 





from 


sources. 


Paid 


wo 
- 


@ 
qc 
om 


Nil. 


Cannot be 
ascertain- 
ed. 


Nil. 
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- Broad 
NUMBER OF STU- > 
a NUMBER OF DENTS ON 31ST RELIGION OF THE STUDENTS 
5 STUDENTS. MARCH LEARN- AS ON 31ST MARCH. 
= ING THROUGH* 
~ ———S 
% g > e 
CLASS OF INSTITUTION. eB co. | ¥ 3 F 
= | 22 | 7 a |g Z 
» | fo les | 4]e43i¢ =\3 
2 Zs ° § a 3 z E = 8 2 E 
El ee | fs] 2 | 8 lea ela ae 
Ate al a © |&|hlala 
A.—GOVERNMENT INSTITUTIONS. 
SCHOOLS FOR Boys. 
4 ee English .......s.. BB} 4377) Low] 187! <i; 14] 1,056, 198] .. | «. 
Mid u English see wee eoas ] 47 29 20 27 - 43 3 -- “- 
PAIS: HRS eLELRETS Vernacular ...... Sf DAO) BOW: aces 1,401 8 | 1,121] 232] .. = 
NORMAL SCHOOLS. 
For Masters ........ Vernacular ...... 9 297 264 54 243 22 233 4 aw 32 6 
Total for Government Schools...... 36 3,016 2,376 1,345 1,671 
B.—SCHOOLS AIDED UNDER THE 
GRANT-IN-AID RULES 
SCHOOLS FOR BOYs. 
( Under Missionary) 4 423 261 423 evan 
; ; Y bodies, 
Middle English -.--) Under Nativema-| 19] 1,183| 803] 9872| 761 
nagers. 
Totaliss $< 23 1,556 1,064 795 761 
Lower English...... Under Missionary 65 1,085 797 1,085 eeee 
bodies. 
Middle Vernacular.. Uuder Native ma- 36 1,614 | 1,160 | ««.. 1,614 
nagers, 
Under Missionary 32 546 459 | «eee 546 
bodies, 
Lower Vernacular .. uae coe 10 195 181 | coos 195 
Under Native ma- 3 109 68 cose 109 
nagers. 
Tatals.<os0 45 850 658 eSeS 850 
SCTIOOLS FOR GIRLS. 
Natives .... Under Missionary bodies.. 12 274 167 SUE} dees 
NORMAL SCHOOLS. 
For Masters... Under Missionary bodies.. 3 99 82 cee 99 
Technical Under Native managers.. 1 15 8 eve 16 
Schools, 7 
OF DOPE: kacaeeen's 799 | 20,801 | 14,657 oese 20,301 
Pathsalas «.++..+.-. IIB din wae 23 320 SEF 1° Sesc 320 
Dotal css 822 | 20,621 | 14,904 | .... | 20,621 


Total Aided Schools ...... sal 26,099 | 18,882 | 2154] 28,945 
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year ending 31st March, 1876. 




















SHEET.., 

13 14 | 15 | 16 | 17 | 18 | 19 | 20 | 21 | 22 

Bx to 

<3 a 

MONEY ACTDALLY RECEIVED WITHIN THE FINANCIAL YEAR FROM— a4 3 

cs | a 

8 $ he 8 b . ~ ‘ ° flan) 4 
ge Sats | : #83 a2 | Sa 
3 S-59 |] § ~ 35% 34 SB 
§ Ae ° « a q be, 
vs ol ah| i | 8 |e aze| go | # | 
gf gba z B 5& Bs 4 es St 33 








Rs. As. P| Rs. As. P. 






18,789 2 4 eee 600 10 0} we coos 682 3 9] 86,317 1 11] 86,221 6 7 cee 
341 1 5 eeaeen eee eeenene eeee @eeees 497 7 8 497 q 8 eeeen 
7,222 & @e@eee @eecoe eeeene eeee 36 11 0 12,278 4 9 12,097 14 1 esee 


22,994 0 3 wis Set 156 0 10) 23,228 13 6/| 28,188 7 0 10 












































1,158 15 fF] .... 














ee 8 8 be ce Sec 3 Ms cee ise EM Sa 
49,346 4 4 Sudee 600 10 0} ...... i 774.15 7] 72,821 11 0 | 72,005 2 4 10 
ees | . eee $eouieniomenpenisaccienimmmnmmatiaaas, cammmniumaciiconsimaaeotess a eeeiaeasmiienmmsonass| NE aces ane 
1889 0 Oo sew Sates Seria mately 3,467 6 9| 4979 2 8| 4,979 2 8 21 
644112 1 ee cose | 5,214 911] 180 0 0] 4,787 7 217 2 Oj 16,790 15 8] 16,187 0 4] .... 
ae es Se et ee ee al cial bees 
7,830 12 1 wales eee | 5,214 9 11] 18000] 4,860 2 8,684 8 9] 21,770 1 6] 21,116 2 7 21 
pt a eee ee, Ae et Ee ene ice Me oe oe care ee eee ee _ 
3,146 1] 3 eeee een06 @eeeeee eeee 5,490 6 8 8,642 5 6 8,646 6 6 | eaeee 
5,746 2 Q wee eooe | 4,061 15 4] 1200 0] 2,867 5 126 8 0} 12,921 1410] 12,624 7 10 26 
2,211 0 0 Sie Seats seein ee 886 0 0| 259712 0] 259712 0 
1195 2 9 does an seoetk ete ae 1195 2 9] 1174 611 
159 8 9 vies ease 85413 3] .... seen 606 4 9 693 10 0 
rec encmee | Seeeeninatien omen | oem ini cess canarias 
3,565.10 9 sea Sete 85413 38] .... 886 0 0] 4,899 3 6] 4,365 11 11 
(Semen queens | eemeneepeneenees | eee | eens | OOo : caeaibeisiamntiindisasshibesioaimeiitalaane ee ee 
464 0 0 @#eeeesn eeeen @enaeen @eeen eeeesse 786 10 6 1,250 10 6 1,250 10 6 
1586 0 0 etnaee see eee Sie 1 6 6] 1,688 2 0} 8220 8 6| 8,220 8 6 
150 0 0 sane ase. 14712 O| .... 82 4 OO] ..eeee 830 0 0 830 0 0 
Sete 40,959 12 O] .... 973 0 8] 382 0 0] 8,645 0 7| 66912 6] 61,479 9 4] 51,425 7 0 
0 
5 7 











CmenCnOetnenmnmeesrcemnpnae | cemvassemnenny een 
22,489 4 1142118 11 &] .... [11,173 8 9] 672 0 0/16,518 7 10/12,677 0 0)105,648 11 4 | 104,609 11 6 





Ga ka et 


ST ie a 


El 


CLASS OF INSTITUTION. 


C.—INSTITUTIONS ABOLISHED 
DURING THE YEAR. 


N. B.—In the case of abolished schools, 
the money returns and the number of 
institutions only are required, (?) 





Number of Institutions. 


156 


mm | | | 


Total Government Aided and Abolished | 1,199 


Schools, 
D.—UNAIDED. 
SCHOOLS FOR BOYS, 


Under Native ma- 


Higher eeeeeeenreee nagers. 


Under N 
nagers. 


Middle English .... ‘ative ma- 


Middle Vernacular.. : Under Native — 
nagers. 

Under Missionary 
bodies. 

Under Native ma- 
nagers. 


Lower Vernacular . 


Total.. 


Pathsalasd..covcccocecssnaavecevsvuesvecs 


Tols eeeewere were ewer eee eeoteerseeereeeee 


SCIIOOLS FOR GIRLS, 


Under Missionary 
\ bodies. 

Under Native ma- 
nagers. 


Native sssceavtsers 


TWLiAls sbcvenhan 


Under other Cliris- 


Technical Schools .. Hae Hadlten, 


Total Unaided Schools........ 


Grand Total of all Institutions.... 


a a | 


_— 


~ cS 


a —- 


52 





94 


1,293 


NUMBER OF 


STUDENTS. 
a > 
o , fF 5 
e 
=3 38 
Es mt 
oe 
om eo = 
Sw. eS 
~~ mm o@- 
§* | < 


29,115 


181 


863 


307 


80 


60 


90 


& 
~ 


48 


2,347 


31,462 





sere 


21,208 


146 


264 


182 


27 
53 


80 


33 


88 


1,752 


22,960 
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DENTS ON 318ST 
MARCH LEARN- 
ING THROUGH* 


Vernacular only. 


English. 


8,499 | 25,616 


1,072 
256 


48 


25 


2,095 


27,711 








1 et ar Aly bs 6 | 


NUMBER OFSTU- 





1 ** ** 

1 ** *“* 

3 ** . 

| ** ** 

4 re " 
397 23,721/4,182 | 40 | 1648 | 1874 


TABLE 

Education Report for the 
Broap 

8 | 9 | 1] n | 12 


RELIGION OF THE STUDENTS AS 
ON 31ST MARCH. 





Mahomedans. 


393 |21,960 | 3,713 40 | 1,548 | 1,461 








® If the language of the text-books used in any school in teaching any branch of study other than English language ited! 


even though the teacher mny use Vernacular explanation in his class, and such 


¢ Money return not received. 


Digitized by 
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Google 
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L—( Continued.) 
year ending 31st March, 1876. 


SHEET. 











cexi 

















| 15 16 | 17 18 19 20 21 | 22 
| 
MONEY ACTUALLY RECEIVED WITHIN THE FINANCIAL YEAR FROM— gm” < 
x cv 
HK 3 
> = ca 8 " vf | < S | Ef S ae 1+ ; 
-Z =e = = ne o Qe 5 > = xD 
= aa eo bs ons cmt oo oe o2 
oF eas. 2 zg | © c | £5 2° a 
Sts BES E E || eee a now. bs | 3% 
S25 | #228 3 Z | Fs f SEa & a os = 
Rob 5S Sr g . 1) es oe D | BS &S ° Se cre 
w _ = D | -. fx, fe, —_ = 7, 
5 > | al 7 
Rs. As. P.| Rs. As. P.|/Rs. As, P.| Rs. As. P.| Rs. As. P Rs. As. P,} is. «<5. P. 
| | | 
suaees Wae> ee Shh eawawe 268 5 0 54 0 0 6864 7 6 6,786 9 6 


15 7 184,834 13 10) 183,401 7 4) 849 














249 0 0 654 0 0 645 0 0 


eenvces 634 6 6 eeoese 860 0 9 648 11 0 1,643 1 3 1,549 12 0 ee 
eeenvce 1,537 6 0 eeevce 268 9 0 eeenee 1,805 16 0 1,789 9 0 ee 
e@eecen 114 0 eececoe eveesen 114 0 0 114 0 0 oe 
eeoaece 114 0 0 @eeeeve eeeean 114 0 0 114 0 0 oe 














1,890 8 0 
630 0 0 


108 7 0 
68 0 0 


1,520 6 0 
697 0 0 


1,520 6 QO; 11 
697 0 O| .. 


Seeeon evoeneen 











86 0 0 
129 0 0 


86 0 0 
129 0 0 


86 0 
87 0 


92 0 0 


eeeeoone eeeun00 


128 0 92 0 0 215 0 0 


Seance @oeeone 











Ee | ees | eee fl eet ee | EE SE 


=e, 4 
73828 0 6|45,845 3 7] 3,478 8 9/1483] 8 10] 672 O 0/ 41,395 1 2)14,413 1 7 1,94,463 8 


2,868 14 9 3,079 4 8 


2,877 14 9) 2,885 2 907 2 0 9,628 10 6) 9,373 12 | 5&7 











4| 1,92,775 8 4) 906 





is English, the pupils in that school who use this text-book must be held to be taught through the medium of English, 
column § and not included in column 6. (?) 
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62 60 69 
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41 0 7 
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